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TO. THE SOCIALIST WORKING-CLASS. | A LA CLASSE OUVRIERE SOCIALISTE, 


ComRADES, 

The Socialist. Party of Great Britain has re-. 
geived a communication from the Secretary of 
the British Section at the Amsterdam Congress, 
asking, among other things, whether the Party 
favoured the holding of a Conference with a view 
to forming in England.a National Committee to 
dea} with matters arising out of the International 


Congress.: We have decfined to take part in any 


such: Conference on the grounds that it should | 


be the task of the Socialist Party alone to deal 
with these questions, and that judging by thie 
composition of the British Section at the Am. 
sterdam Congress,’ at which the Party was 
represented, the proposed Committee would 
consist of then who-are in no sense of che word 
Socialist, _Elséwhere in this number we publish 
the correspondence at length, and take the op- 
portunity of addressing the Socialist working- 
class concerning the grave issueg therein raised. 

To those who have followed intelligently the 
deliberations of past International Congresses, 
_it is-apparent that these Aszemblies have been 
characterised by a lack of definiteness in their 
organisation, with the regult that considerable 
confusion still:exists as to the real nature of the 
decisions arrived at. . 

It. is of course true that certain dangers and 
difficulties are inseparable from’ International 
Congresses, but we contend that these regrettable 
results are in a great measure due to the parti- 
cipation in them of organisations and men pos- 
sessing neither the knowlédge nor the right to 
voite the cause of the working-class. 

The Socialist Party of Great Britain is strength- 
ened: in this opinion by’ ‘facts’ well known ‘here 
which show clearly the principles animating 
many who took part in the recent Congress at 
Amsterdam. Our delegates thereto found such 
organisations as the Independent Labour Party, 
the Labour Representation Committee, the So- 
cial-Democratic Federation, and the Fabian 
Society claiming and obtaining admission as 
Socialist organisations. Thus were seen the 
defenders ‘of Capitalism, the upholders of 
Child-slavery, the friends of Compromise and 
Reform, and ‘the catspaw ‘of the Bourgeois 
reaction genera!ly, masquérading as Revolution- 
ists, prostituting the name and spirit of Socialism, and 
confusing the workers on questions of vital importance. 

The I.L.P. and S.D.F. both upport representatives 
of the Capitalist Class in the political field; The I.L.P. 
in its official organ definitely. repudiate the class-war, 
while it is admitted in “Justice” by the S.D.F. that 
there are occasions when the existence of the sa 
may be forgotten with advantage -by the workers for 
the emancipation of their class. The Fabian Society is 
nota working-class organisation and stands for State 
Capitalism. The L.R.C. is but the left bg Se the 
Liberal Party and declines to recognise any Socialist 
Candidate. ‘ ; 

The S.P.G.B. declines, therefore, to betray the 
working-class or to stultify itself by taking part in the 
Proposed Conference when to do so would be to admit 
the right of those organisations to deal with the find- 
ings of the Congress of the International Socialist, 
working-class. 

With the object of placing future International Con- 
gresses on a definite Socialist basis, and securing proper 
and proportionate representation of all bona fide 
Socialist Parties thereat, the S.P.G.B. is preparing a 


memorandum for the consideration of the International * 


Bureau and the Socialist Parties affiliated in the hope 
that measures will be adopted to as far as possible pre- 
vent the recurrence of past confusions and place the 
working-class of the world on a united and revolutian- 
ary platform. 
THE EXECUTIV COMMITTEE, 
Tue Soctacist Party or Great Britain. 

London, January, 1905. 
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CAMARADE‘S,- 
prop‘os de la formation en Angleterre d’un 

Comité National pour traiter des affaires du 
Congres, International, The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain vient de recevoirun communiqué 
du secrétaire de la délégation anglaise au Con- 
grés d’Amsterdam en envitant le Parti a lui faire 
Savoir s'il nous était convenable d’assister 4 une 
tonférence pour discuter ce projet. N ous avons 
refusé de prendre aucun part A cette entreprise 
croyant que le Parti Socialiste seul doit traiter 
de ces questions, et en considérant la constitu- 
tion de la section anglaise au Congres tenu a 
Amsterdam, oa le Parti était représenté, un tel 
comité ne saurait ‘pas’ étre en nulle facon soci- 
aliste. Dans un autre part de ce numero se 
trouve la dance en son entier, et nous 

rofitons de l’occasion pour adresser la parole 

la classe ouvritre Socialiste touchant les ques- 
tions graves dont elle s’agit. \ 

ceux qui ont suivi d’une maniére intelligente 

les délibérations des Congrés Internationanx 
antérieurs, il est clair que ces réunions sont dans 
le besoin d’un caracttre déterminé vu qvil’y a 
encore beaucoup-de confusion dans linterpré- 
tation des résolutions prises. / 

Franchement nous admettons que le Congres 
International court de grands dangers et diffi- 
cultés, par suite d’une organisation telle qu'elle 
est, mais nous sommes d’avis que ces malheur- 
eux résultats sont inevitables puisqu’il y a des 
Organisations et individus qui participent aux 
délibérations du Congres sans avoir ni les con- 
naissances ni le droit de prendre la parole dans 
le parlement de la classe ouvritre, / 

Des faits bien connus ici affermissent le 
S.P.G.B. dans cette opinion et démontrent claire- 
ment les sentiments qu’animent que}ques-uns des délé- 
_ qui ont pris part au Congrés d'Amsterdam. 

os délégués y ont trouvé des /organisations telles 
oe The Independent Labour, Party, The Labour 

epresentation Committee, The Social Democratic 
Federation, et The Fabian Sgciety, réclamant le droit 
de séance dans cette assembi¥e et parvenant A se faire | 
accorder ce droit comme des organisations socialistes. 
Ainsi se virent les défenseurs du Capitalisme, de |’ex- 
ploitation des enfants ; les amis du compromis et de la 
réforme; et les marionnettes de la réaction bourgeoise se | 


. déguisant en Révolutionnaires pour confondre les ouv- 


riers et ph nate lenom et méme!’esprit du Socialisme. 

The Independent Labour Party et The Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, tous les deux soutiennent des repré- | 
sentants de la classe capitaljiste dans le champ de poli- 
tique; le I.L.P, rejéte définitivement lalutte des classes | 
dans son organe official, tandis que leS.D.F. admettent | 
dans “Justice” qu’il y ait des circonstances ov la classe 
ouvriére militante pourrait avan usement mettre de 
céte la doctrine de la lutte des @hasses. The Fabian 
Society n’est pas une organisation dela classe ouvriére | 
et tient pour le Capitalisme de !’Etat. The Labour 
Representation Committee n’est que l/extréme gauche 
du Partl Libéra! et refuse d’appuyer aucun candidat | 
socmaliste, . 

Le S.P.G.B. refuse donc de trahir les intéréts de la 
classe ouvritre ow de se rendre ridiculeen prenant part 
a la conférence proposée vu que d’y assister serait d'ad- 
mettre le droit de ces organisations de s'occuper au nom | 
du Socialisme des résolutions du Congrés de la classe | 
Ouvriére internationale. + 

Dans le but d’établir les Congrés Internationaux pro- | 
chains sur les bases solides du Socialisme et d’assurer la 
representation équitable de tous les Partis Socialistes de | 
bonne foi, le S.P.G.B. s’occupe de préparer une note 
pour la considération du Bureau International et tous les 
Partis Socialistes dans l’espoir que l'on prendra des | 
mesures pour éviter en quelque sorte le retour de la | 
confusion d’autrefois et réaliser |'unification de la | 
classe ouvriére du monde fondée sur les véritables | 
principes du Socialisme. 

° LE COMITE EXECUTIF 
du Tue Sociatist Party of Great Brita. | 


London, Janvier, 1905. 
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[Monruiy, One Penny 


AN DIE SOZIALISTISCHE ARBEITER- 
rr eee 
SCHAFT. 


GENosssn ! 

Der Socialistischen Partei von Grossbritanien 
ist vom Sekretaer der britischen Sektion des 
Amsterdamer Kongresses eine Zuschrift zuge- 
gangen, worin unsere Partei unter anderem be- 
fragt wird, ob sie geneigt waere, an einer ge- 
rneinschaftlichen Beratung teilzunehmen, da 
beabsichtigt waere, ein Nationales Comité einzu- 
seizen, welches sich mit der Erledigung von 
Kongress Angelegenheiten beschaeftigen soll. 
Wir haben uns gegen das Abhalten einer solchen 
Beratung ausgesprochen, und zwar hauptsaech- 
lich aus dem Grunde, dass nach der Zusam- 
mensetzung der britischem Sektion des Am- 
sterdamer Kongresses, auf welchem unsere Par- 
tei vertreten war, zu schliessen, das in Vorschlag 
gebrachte Camité zweifellos aus Personen be- 
stehen wirde, welche in keinem Sinne des 
Wortes Sozialisten sind. In einen anderen Teile 
dieses Blattes veroeffentlichen wir die volle hier- 
auf beziigliche Correspondenz. Wir benutzen 
diese Gelegenheit, uns betreffs der wichtigen 
Eroerterungen, welche darin zum Ausdruck 
gebracht werden, an die Socialistische Arbeiter- 
schaft zu wenden. | 

Ein sorgfaeltiger, verstaendnissvoller Beo- 
bachter der Verhandlungen frueherer Interna- 
tionaler Kongresse muss die Ueberzeugung 
gewonnen haben, dass diese Kongresse beson- 
ders durch dass unentschiedene Wesen ihrer 
Organisation gekenntzeichnet waren und dass 
demzufolge noch jetzt viel Verwirrung hinsicht- 
lich der wahren Absichten der auf diesen Kon- 
gressen gefassten Beschluesse besteht. 

Man muss wohl gestehen, dass bei Interna- 
tionalen Kongressen gewisse Gefahren und 
“chwierigkeiten unabwendbar sind, doch be- 
haupten wir, dass die von uns erwaehnten be-. 
dauernswerten Resultate im grossen Masse 
dem Umstande zuzufuehren sind, dass an 
diesen Kongressen Koerperschaften und Per- 
sonen teilnehmen, welche weder dass Wissen 
noch die Berechtigung besiizen, die Interessen 
des Proletariats zu vertreten. 

Die Socialistische Partei von. Grossbritanien 
wird in dieser. Ueberzeugung durch hier wohl 
bekannte Tatsachen bestaerkt, Tatsachen, welche 
die Prinzipien vieler Teilnehmer am Amster- 
damer Kongresse deutlich an den Tag legen. 
Unsere Delegirten auf diesem Kongresse sahen 
zu ihrem Leidwesen, dass K6rperschaften wie 
die Independent Labour Party, das Labour Re- 
presentation Committee, die Social-Democratic 
Federation und die Fabian Society als Sozialis- 
tische Vereinigungen Einlass zum Kongresse 
begehrten und fanden. . 

Und daher kam es, dass Beschuetzer des Kapitalis- 
mus, Verteidiger der Kindersklaverei, Freunde der 
Verstaendigungs-und Reformpolitik and Werkzeuge 
der Bourgeois Reaktion im Allgemeinen sich als Re- 
volutionaere aufspielten, den Namen und das Ideal des 
Sozialismus schaendeten und die arbeitende Klasse in 
ihren Anschauungen betreffs der wichtigsten Fragen tn 
elender Weise verwirten. 

Die Independent Labour Party und die Social-Demo- 
cratic Federation lassen sich beide herbei, Vertretern 
der kapitalistischen “Klasse Huelfe zu leisten: die 
Fuehrer der Independent Labour Party nehmen in 
ihrem offiziellen Organe entschieden gegen den Klas- 
senkampf Stellung, waehrend die Social-Democratic 
Federation in ihrem Organe “Justice” sich deutlich 
dahin ausspricht, dass es Gelegenheiten gaebe, bei wel- 
chen das Bestehen des Klassenkampfes zum Vorteile 


| des Emanzipation erstrebenden Proletariats vergessen 


werden duerfe. Die Fabian Society ist keine Vereigi- 
gung der arbeitenden Klasse und erstrebt in der Tat 
nur den Staats-Kapitalismus. Das Labour Represen- 
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by the excess of purely iiet : 
That useful machine called the worker, whose 
rine, the riind, is stoked with the rubbish 


a servant. 
This custom among many of the farmers has 
made cheap labour scarce, and the ‘‘ Bloemfon- 
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Capitalism and the establi t of that Social- 
ist Republic which-is the aim and ideal of the 
Tn sGalshtvirkine-claes:—-SYDNKY CHASE: 


THE LAW-LOVING GAPITALIST. 

“ Hardly any infringement of the, Factory 
Acts is more difficult to discover or , proceed 
against than theemployment of a woman within 
four weeks of her. confinement, chiefly owing to 
the burden of proof resting with the inspector as 
to the employer’s knowledge of the facts. Ab 
though we have good reason to believe that such 
employmentoccurs frequently in,certain districts, ' 
only one clear case, namely, this one, has 
yet occurred’ within our knowledge as suit- 
able for proceedings, and in this case it was 
owing to the fact, that the woman was s:nt 
for by the foreman, who was pressed for 
workers, on the ninth day after her confinement, 
although he had been informed 6f the reason 
of “her absence on, the day she. left the 
mill. This unfortunate woman, although she 
made some attempt to screen’ her employers 
when called as a witness by Miss Squire (the 
f ‘inspector), was nevertheless ‘dismissed 
from her employment after the result of the case 
(conviction and small penalty) was known. She 
obtained employment from one of the magis- . 
trates who heard: her case soon afterwards, and 
thus removed her personal.difficulties ; it would 
do little or nothing, however, to counteract the 
effect on the workers’ minds of the conduct of 
the employer, who, by dismissing her, showed his 
contempt for the Jaw and the kind of course he 
was likely to pursue with any worker who ad- 
mitted facts as to infringements of the law to one 
of H.M. Inspectors.”—Ezxtract from Annual 
Report of Inspectors of Factories. 


‘ 


We regret that exceptional pressure upon 
our space has compelled us to hald over an 
interesting article on ‘Physical Deterioration 
and Education,” by our comrade Kate Haw- 
kins. This article will appear in our next 
issue. 
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Membership Cards for 1905 are now 


+ 


- All remittances from Branches to'the Party . 


nection with payment for copies-ef . 
isT STANDARD, advertisementa therein; 
be sent to Comrade Anderson, 24, 
enue, Edmonton, N.. 
: : * * OA ; 4 

Articles, Branch Reports, and all.other matter 
intended for insertion in the ) of THE 
Sooratist SranpaxD should be forwarded to 5, 
Arvon Road, Highbury, N. If members and 
other readers would follow out these 1 


‘tions considetable trouble and delay will be. 
| obviated. : 5 


s * 


well to cease his work in connection with 

Lecture List. For the present the duties Have 
been taken up by Comrade T. A dggron, 408, 
St. Anne’s Road, Harringay, N. ‘It is to be 


hoped that with the advent of more 


weather, Comrade, Dowdeswell” 
form and at his old post. - 


& 
Pm 


Members should use their best endeavours to 
secure subscribers to THe Sooiaist Stanparp. 
Subscription forms can be had on application 
to Comrade Anderson. A subscription form en- 
closed in each letter to friends likely to be in- 
terested would bring good results. : 


will again be in 


Tue object of true education is not merely to 
make people do the right thirigs, but enjoy the 
right things ; not merely pure but to love pur- 
ity ; not'merely just, but to hunger and thirst 
after justice.—Goethe. ‘ 
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Tl) health has compelled our Comrade Dowdes- 


- human labour—-above the nmmediate 
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THE SOCIAL. PROBLEM 
AND 
ITS SOLUTION. 


1:—PROBLEM. 


Txt problem:that Socialism sets itself to solve 
is to be foundiu:a fact, of which it can be said 
as of the sqm: is blind who does not see it. 
It is the divorce between the means of production 


Neither are the mines in the hands of the 


workers-underground who give them value at 


the daily peril of their lives; nor do the rail- 
roads belong to those who have been called the 
slaves of the iron-way ; nor do the weavers who 
work the looms, the spinners who toil at the 
spinning machine, the smiths of the blast fur- 
nace, ett. possess the smallest title to call their 
own that which they create ‘and which occupies 
the greater and best portion of their lives— 


fives pent in barten and useless sacrifice ; and, 


tye economic development of Society tends to 
generalise this state of things by destroying 

9 all and’ i." il the 1] ind t ies, 
founded on the ownership of the means of pro- 


Next to industry, shoperty so-called, we find 
commerce and agriculture, on the expropriation 
of the little tradesman and peasant proprietor, 


one hand, more and more 
or Capital, on 
by another class. 


furnished by a class; 
the other, held and 


_ Here yon have workers without property—the 
loinriat 


property without 

is this separation between the two factors 

of production which produces all the evils, all 
the disorders which afflict not only wage-workers: 


_ but Society as.a whole. 


The workers without property are excluded 
from their products, from the riches they create 
—which accumulate in the hands of the pro- 
perty-holders, capitalists and large land-owners. 

Labour; which is inseparable from the work- 
man, is in ing more than a commod- 
ity—like old bicycles, bones, or biscuits— 
submitted to the laws-which rule the prices of 
commodities and drag it down through the ups 
ast downs of supply and demand to the mere 
expenses of living and reproduction of the 
species —food and maintenance ; and, these ex- 
een tend constantly to further reduction, 

acause, to derive an advantage from the mar- 
kets, capitalists, whatever their personal senti- 
ments—had they the heart of a Saint Vincent de, 
Paul or a Louise Michel—are obliged to reduce 
to a minimum their net cost which includes all 
labour, manual and mental. 

There is then a universal and forced tendency 
to reduce to the lowest the workers’ wages, and 
this law is sufficient to erush all the best inten- 
tions of em , prisoners of the social order, 
by which, however, they benefit. 4 

Another cause by virtue of which wages can- 
not rife+-whatever may be the productivity of 
iate wants of 
the working-class is that the sypply of labourers 
tends ever more and moreto outrun the demand. 

The increase of supply results from the fore- 
ing into the ranks of the proletariat of the ex- 
propriated in smal] industries, little tradesmen, 
shopkeepers, all reduced, in their turn, to sel- 
ling their power of doing work—their labour- 
power—in order to eat. | 

The decrease in the demand for labour results 
from the introduction of machinery and its ex- 
tension. The nonhuman labour-power (steam, 


electricity, &c.,) replaces and renders more and 


more uselese human lahour-power. Here is what 
we call progress in the economic system: the 
never-ceasing reduction of the sum of labour 
necessary 0.4 given production. 

The economists pretend, it is true, that this 
reduction in the field of human labour-power 
(the only means of existence of a class) is but 


_ temporary. Following a better market, thd pro- 
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duce, more in demand, would bring in its train 


an increasing flow of production and a new de- 


mand for labour-power. But the economists 
might just as well say that the mechanical man- 
ufacture of coffins would multiply the need of 
coffins. Is not the mechanical production of 
bottles or casks dependent on the production of 
wine, beer, ete., and is not the output of rails or 
boilers limited by the number of factories and 
the development of the means of communica- 
tion? On the other hand, neither the agri- 
cultural machinery (steam ploughs, sowers, 
mowers, binders and thrashers) nor the cranes 
on the quays multiply the products; they 
simply displace manual labour. But even in the 
industries where the machine has resulted in an 
extraordi increase of manufactured articles, 
the demand for labour bas diminished. Ex- 
ample: The cotton industry in England, in 
which the productivity has increased 1231 per 
cent. fram 1819-22 to 1880-82, while for the 
same period the number of those employed fell 
from 1/37th of the population (445,000 out ofa 
population of 16,500,000) to 1/50th (686,000 out 
of a population of 34,000,000). Another example: 
The boot and shoe trade of the United States 
carried from 70 million pairs in 1845 to 448 
millions in 1875, while the workers employed 
have fallen from 1/414 (45,900 out of 19 mil- 
lions population) to 1/1145th (48,000 out of 55 
millions 


Under the system Of non-possession by the 
working-class of the instruments with which 
they work, all progress, = agecee bees its 
nature, is turned against them, ing greater 
their misery, their slavery ; accentuating the 
insecurity of their existence; in a word: mak- 
ing unavoidable their exploitation—their rob- 


I spoke just now of the machine. Can it be 
ible that it could not have released suffering 
umanity from over-toil, troubles; could not 
have given us liberty? On the contrary, it has 
aggravated man’s hard labour by setting up in™ 
competition with him women, transformed into 


’ toilers, and children. From the very moment that 


——. a a 
—-————_— ee ee 


| 
| 


‘new stoppages, longer slack seasons. 


it permitted the employment of feminine and in- 
fantile arms, it was necessary that the woman 
should enter the factory, leaving behind her 
health, her dignity ; compromising even the 
very race itself, attacked by the foul virus of 
capitalism while yet a foetus in its-mother’s 
womb. The effect of this competition let loose 
between the different members of the worker's 
family has been still a further lowering of 
labour. Thus the legend of the well-being of 
the family enforced by more bread-winners does 
not hold good even before a Jules Simon. When 
the woman and the child were not industrialised, 
the wages of the husband had to suffice for the 
maintenance of all. To-day, for the same price 
with which the single labour-power of the man 
was bought, the employer buys the threefold 
labour-power of the man, the woman, and the 
child. 

The discovery of gas, this creation of human 
industry, of a midnight sun to prolong and 
complete that of day, has not been less fatal 
than the machine for the working-class. It has 
given place to night work, the slaughter-house 
of night. 

And the instruction that is being extended— 
and which we are the first to applaud as a new 
element for the destruction of existing Society — 
what consequences do you think it is-going to 
introduce for the proletariat as long as this So- 
ciety exists? In perfecting the human tool, 
which produces more and better, it will create 
One in- 
structed workman will be sufficient where 
formerly two ignorant workmen were necessary 
—and sseupied.. 

We hear “‘ profit sharing” much spoken of as 
a remedy to heal all social, sores, to reconcile 
labour and capital. If the cure were applicable, 

rofit sharing would only remove the field of 
frattle to a conflict over the profits to be shared. 
But without insisting on this point, in urging 
the worker to produce the most possible, it 
would only oblige him to do in two days the 
work of three, concluding consequently in the 
multiplication of the ready “3 meee a 
of no pay or stoppages. From the hell in whic 
the Aarcdboessd productive class struggles and 
writhes there is no redemption—“ abandon all 
hope ye who enter here!”’ 

"Phe social consequences of the rupture, ever 


| 
| 


more coniplete, between labour and capital are 
no less terrible. First, we have the struggle of 
all against all. 

It is the fashion amongst the adversaries of 
Socialism—through ignorance or enmity—-to 
charge us with fomenting the class war. Just a9 
though we had invented it! We do nothing but 
state it and make it serve, which is better, 
to its own ends. We know that the first con- 
dition which imposes itself on a doctor who is 
called to combat a disease is to exanine it in 
order to understand it. It is not by shutting 
our eyes to the war which divides and exhausts 
humanity that we shall arrive at the clesired 
peace. is war of every moment is threefold : 
‘. War between the proletariat and the capitalist 
for their respective shares in the produce; on 
one side, wages, on the other, profits ; each side 
exerting itself to carry off a maximum. Man be- 
comes a wolf for his feliow-man. It is a ques- 
ram of eating one’s brother or being eaten by 

im. 

War between workers and workers for the 
sharing of 

War between capitalists amd capitalists for 
the sharing of profits. 

On the other hand, all the marvels of human 
genius, all conquests over nature, of which I 
have pointed out already the homicidal results 
to the working-class, do not strike less mortally 
at the other of Society. The colours of 
aniline, coal extracts, so extensively used in 
the dyeing industry, have ruined whole dis- 
tricts which lived on the cultivation of tie mad- 
der root formerly employed in this industry 
before the discovery of chemical dyes. To- 
morrow, as has been recently foreshadowed, 
means may be discovered for the direct manu- 
facture by electricity of metal-castings, and 
then the blast-furmaces. their fires extinguished, - 
will leave to the millionaire of yesterday nothing 
but eyes to weep. All discoveries are coh- 

to operate only through revolutions, 
leaving behind them victims by the million,~ at 
the top as well as at.the bottom of the social 

It is, according ‘to the admirable expression 
found in the pro of. the German Social- 
ist Democracy : insecurity becomes the 
normal condition of Society. 

What shall we say, in conclusion, of the over- 
production which on increasing and mul- 
tiplying and whick ‘nothing can stop? When 
industry was yet confined fo one or two 
countries, in order to reduce the frequency of 
these crises born of the ever growing division 
between the unbounded productivity of human 
labour and the limit put to the reward of the 
workers, outlets were furnished by exportation 
to those parts of Europe remaining agricultural 
(Italy, Germany, etc.) To-day, having become 
in their turn industrial, these same natiens are 
confronted with over-production, and Africa 
and Asia are “opened up’’—civilized—to sup- 
ply markets for this too great store of commo- 
dities. Here you have an explanation also of 
the crimes of €olonial policy, Colonial wars, etc. 
which are the order of the day with Capitalist 
Governments. But after? They will only have 
stepped back in order to jump the better. 

Thus more and more has Capitalist Society 
proved its horrible failure to produce anything 
from a superabundance of riches ; of means of 
consumption and happiness, but misery, suffer- 
ing, ruin and death! — 

Translated from the French of JuLes 
GuESDE by P.J.T. 


In the huge mass of evil, as it rolls and swells, 
there is ever some Good workimg imprisoned ; 
working towards deliverance and triumph. 

T. CartyLe. ‘ French Revolution.” 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be 
sent. . 
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/ PEACE ON EARTH. 
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wil toward men” we find: war between 

If weztake ‘but s short ‘period of ten years we 
shall find that every civilised country has-been 
engaged either ‘in war or in oppressing subject 
races. - America with Spain and with ‘the Phili- 
pinos ;~ France in M and in Algeria ; 
Russia with Japan and with the Manchus ; Ger- 
many with the Hereros; Holland with the Jav- 
anese ; Britain everywhere : thus the tale of war 
is told. : 

We who are Socialists are all in favour of 
peace, but at the same time we recognise that so 
long as men live in societies based upon class 
opposition, in societies in which the modes of 
producing the material sustenance of man bre. 
monopolised by a class, so long will war be rife 
as a means of satisfying national disputes. 

The fact that one class monopolises all that 

is best in life because of its owning the means 
of production, while another class possesses no- 
thing but its power of labour, has to sell that 
power in order to gain a mere livelihood, is the 
primary cause of the war of classes. Each class 
seeks to better its condition. And this is only pos- 
sible at the expenseof the otherclass. A rise in 
wages for the worker is a fall in the profits of the 
employer. A reduction of hours for the worker 
beyond certain limits is at the expense of the 
employer’s surplus-value. This opposition be- 
tween employer and employed manifests<itself 
not only in the striving for better wages and 
reduced hours, but throughout thé whole of the 
ramifications of modern industrial society. 
- The production of commodities is to-day pro- 
duction for the market. During periods of 
prosperity production is carried on by all manu- 
facturers with great intensity. This production 
is furthered by means of the “credit” system, 
which allows of capital being borrowed and 
material being bought on credit. When, as the 
result of all the rival manufacturers turning out 
their goods as quickly as possible, the market 
becomes glutted, it becomes necessary to some- 
how convert these goods into money in order 
to discharge their liabilities. The usual mar- 
kets being glutted, it is ever more necessary-to 
extend the limits of the market, to secure fresh 
outlets, and the ordinary method of arriving at 
this end is to annex new territory and develope 
its resources. 


asking for “ peace on earth, good- 
are asking : 


Wave from thoisands of pulpits Christian 


ead he ig Tit {: ai : 


‘oeip Ob Auehiore which own tien: Oe.eaps?s 


commercial. highway ;' peasant wars, servile 
‘wars, feedal wats, or modern wars of aggression 
like the recent Boer War ; whichever of these 


in the interests, not of the whole people, but of 


' And when such wars do arisd they always | 


receive the support of the Church within ‘their 
Own, nation, which ‘is so.ready at other times 


“tT ‘social equality from which no wats can pdssibly 


spring, we shall be the more willing to bélieve 
‘in. their protestations in favour.of peace. But 
to-day they cry peace! peace! where there is 
and can be ino~peace. GU RST 

~ Each of the forms of war—the outcome of the 
existing capitalist system—carries in. its train 
results: both dire and disastrous for the working 
people. Whether national or industrial warfare 
is the more distressing and far-reaching in its 
results may be difficult to determine from actual 
tabulated statistics, but after a minute exami- 
nation of both we have no hesitation in‘saying 
that industrial warfare has far the greatet-num- 
ber of victims. 

Enormous,as have been the victims of battles 
like Borodino, Sedan, or the Sha-ho; great as 
is the estimate of 2,000,000 men killed in bat- 
tles between fairly civilised powers in the 25 
years from 1855 to 1880, greater still has been 
the sacrifice to industrialism. Let us calculate 
the number of children dying in their first year 
from remediable causes, the number of accidents 
on the railway or in the mine, the early deaths 
of the workers from living in insanitary dwel- 
lings and working in insanitary factories and 
workshops with insufficient nourishment for 


their daily fare, and we shall see that the indus- © 


trial warfare is as severe as the national. When 
we remember that the number of thogg killed 
and injured on American railways during the 
past year exceeded the 45,000 casualties of the 


_Sha-ho battle we shall see that it is as necessary 
to consider means for the removal of the warfare 


of peace as of that of war. 

- We may be excused if we give two extracts, 
one. showing the ieee of the battle-field, the 
other the terrors of the factory. 

The first is from Dr. Russell; of the “ Times,” 
who wrote the following account of the battle 
of Sedan: | 

“Let your readers fancy masses of coloured 
rags glued together with blood and brains, 
and pinned into strange shapes by fragments 
of bones; let them conceive mens’ bodies 
without heads, legs without bodies, heaps of 
human entrails attached to red and blue 
cloth, and disembowelled corpses in uniform, 
bodies lying about in all attitudes with skulls 
shattered, faces blown off, hips smashed, bones, 


- January 
, flesh, i all at te her, 
anit rapt a mitecertatending toe mites 
not very thick inésy'one place, but recurring 
PeePeCVeny FF wpeD erarysnithen they cas 
not, with the most vivid imagination, come 
up to the sickening reality of that butchery.” 
_ Thus of war! atid now of peace! Our extract 
is from Dr. Tatham’s Report on “ Tlie Mortality 
of Occupations.” : He eays : : 
'“* At the last censas (1891) male cotton and 
flax operatives dbove the ageof 15 numbered 
179,350 in the ; ing increased 
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at all ages over 25 years and under 45 years. 
The comperative mortality. figure of these 
, workers from all causes. at ages 25-65 is 
1,141, considerably exceeding that. of textile 


from rheumatic: fever is above the average.” 


True, the first of these pictures is fat more 


horrible than the second, but we have a Setlan 
only once. in thirty years or more, while we have 
the remediable terrors of factory: life with: us 
day by day. 


By all means let us have peace, but let us 


work for it by trying to remove the cause of war 
—our present industrial system. When society 
is no longer a crystallised selfishness, when, the 
condition of man’s living is no longer- at the 
expense of his neighbour, whén anarchy is no 
longer the phase of production of commodities, 
when, instead of all these, men live, owning the 
material means of subsistence in common, and 
men and women can obtain the satisfaction of 
their needs without having to sell their labour 
force for a bare subsistence, then it will no 
longer be necessary to speak of peace, for peace 
will then be a living reality. 

‘Those who really desire that peace should 
reign over all the earth, who see peace between 
men as a condition-of healthy industrial and 
social development should join with us of The 
g jalist of Great Brita im oF se 
that ban ira preach those priti¢iples 
of industrial harmony based upon the abrogation 
of class privilege and the holding of all means 
of production and of distribution in common, 
which shall be the hasis upon which shall bo 
acre which ee ee 

extend throughout W1de CO-0 
erative Commonwealth. . - 


Tue plain message physical science has for 
the world at large is this, that were our political 
and social and moral devices only as well con- 
trived to their ends as a linotype machine, an 
antiseptic operating plant, or an electric tram- 
car, there need now at the present moment be 
no appreciable toil in the world, and only the 
smallest fraction of the. pain, the fear, and the 
anxiety that now make human lifé so dqubtful 
in its value. There is more than enough for 
everyone alive. Science stands, a too compe- 
tent servant, behind her wrangling, underbred 
masters, holding out resources, devices, and 
remedies they are too stupid to use. 

—H.G. Watts in “ Fortnightly” for December. 
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_ Press, 
“‘ Relief” funds were 


. papers is interesting. 
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_ #ocorDING to a memorandum prepared by the 


Labour Department of the of Trade, 


‘there were in existence at the end of 1903, 
1,166 trade unions, with a total membership of 


| Tet bop as compared with 1,190 unions with 


1,924,800 members: at eile sta 
creasé it membership of 22,501. e num 
of ‘women and girls included as members in 
1903 was 119,416, as compared with 122,210 
of 2.3 per cent. 
‘The decline was chiefly in the cotton trade 
unions and followed upon a period of unsettled 
eer! heey im the cotton trade. 
total funds in hand for the 100 principal 
trade unions were £4,550,000, about £4 per 
member. The amount paid in unemployed 
benefit shewed an increase of £80,000. 
n & ge® 
_ The acuteness of the unemployed problem in 
‘West Ham has caused much discussion in the 
3, and a few days before Xmas various 
Vague references 


+6 “‘revolutions”’ and “riots” have been in- 


_ dulged in, but surely no’one expects that starv- 
‘ing mien or physical deteriorates 3 


could 


‘were poor,” has been followed, 


on earth men who have already lost what little 


they ever had, including, in many cases, the 


franchise (through oi a: © alr Relief) 
have to gain by “ behaving ves,” is very 
AMifficult to understand ! 
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cAllen( §.D-F.) 2 Aes Panett Lp eamarael 
Me. {8.D:¥.) which appeared in the morning 
He said “‘ Alarm is felt by 
‘the local authorities that the seriousness of the 
distress may precipitate a crisis, which would 
be attended with deplorable results. This must 
-be avoided at all hazards!” We again ask what 
have the unemployed to lose, and what results 
could be more deplorable to them than those 
which have already overtaken them? One would 


imagine that these Revolutionary Social-Demo- | 


crats, who preach peace where there is no peace, 
hold a brief for the propertied class. | 
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During the agitation, various leaders of the 
capitalist political party have been deptftised 
by Jack Jones, A. Hayday, ‘Salmon and others. 
As we have already pointed out, we do not agree 
with holding any parleys with either sectian of 
the workers’ enemies. In the first place, the 
issue is confused and the workers are led to be- 
lieve that the social problem.can be dealt with 
otherwise than by the overthrow of capitalist 
domination, and in the second place, if the cap- 
italist politicians are asked to a certain things, 
and they reply favorably, those who ask them 
are morally bound to support them in their 


_ efforts. As Herbert Gladstone retorted, in reply 


to interruptions by J. J. Terrett and others, as 

to why the Liberals do not do this, that, or the 
other, . 

“Tf you want the Liberal Party to do 

these things, then help them to win elec- 

tions and thus place them in a position to 


do them.” 6 8 
* ¢ 


* 

Herein lies one of the chief causes of the dis- 
agreement between The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain and others claiming to be Socialists. 
We would just as soon expect that.burglars and 
pickpockets would organise themselves for the 
purpose of devising and carrying out means for 
the protection of the public against burglary 
and pocket-picking as we would expect the 
capitalis to carry measures for dealing 
with the unemployed problem. We tell the 
workers that there can be no solution except by 
the establishment of the Socialist Republic ; 
that the capitalist politicians, whether labelled 
Liberal or Conservative, desire to maintain the 
capitalist State, in which a reserve army of un- 
employed is a necessity, and under no circum- 
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stances will we beg and pray them, or appeal to 
them—our class enemies—to do something 
which we know they will not do.’ The workers 
must accomplish their own emancipation, organ- 
ised as a Socialist Party, independent of and 
hostile to all other parties. That emancipation 
will never be obtained otherwise. 


* * 
* 


What can be said of professing Socialists, 
claiming to believe in the class-war and all that 
that belief involves, delivering speeches like the 
following : 

“ Perhaps it was best to hare a friend in 
both parties. If they succeeded in getting 


one Liberal leader and one Tory to do some- 


thing in the matter they would have suc- 
ceeded in making the question a national 
one, ond probably from both sides of the 
House they would get su ficient support to 
carry out-some scheme.” ? 

The most charitable view is that the speaker 
(Jack Jones) allowed his feelings to get. the 
better of his Socialist convictions, owing wd 
extraordinary amount of distress existing in the 

ct. 


+ & 
* 
_ As is usual just previous to a General Elec- 
tion, the Liberal papers are endeavouring to 
much superior would be the govern- 
ment by that capitalist faction to that of the 
Conservatives. But in doing so they have to 
give away their own case so far as the 
prosperity of the country, due to Free Trade, is 
concerned; In a recent speech Mr. Birrell de- 
clared 
“We long tosee the energy of our party 
irected towards an honest attempt to’ do, 
at all events, something to solve the ‘pro- 
blems of poverty and suffering. This world 
will never be a Utopia, but we want to 
make it a little less like Hell than it is for 
millions of our people.” ~ 
| Paty in commenting on this, a Liberal writer 
adds : 


i 
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“And who is there of human instincts, » 


whatever his political leanings, that does 
not sympathise with those millions whose 
life is a dreary struggle, whose steps are 


dogged by chronic want, whose children | 


cry for food and warmth, and cry in vain. 
England, the richest country jn the world, 
counts millions’ of these. Poor, struggling 
millions! Surely the social and economic 
system is out of joint that allows the few 


to amass unmeasured wealth while the | 


very bread of life is wanting to thousands 
who would earn it if they could. We speak 


not of the idle, improvident and intemper- | 
ate, but of the honest, industrious and in- | 


dependent poor; these latter even are 
counted by millions, and their lot is hard 
indeed.” 


* + 
* 

Observe! After fifty years of Free Trade, at 
the end of “ a century of amazing progress ” 
during which our wealth has increased from 
£140 to £303 per head of the population, our 
“ honest, industrious and independent poor are 
counted by millions.” ‘Here is an opportunity 
for Liberalism” proceeds the scribe. Yes, an 
opportunity to make this world ‘‘a little less 
like Hell than it is for millions of our people.” 
Only that and nothing more! Capitalism is 
Hell for the workers. There is only one way by 
which they can get out of it, and that is by or- 
ganising for the Revolution, by joining the 
Party of the Revolution, The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain. 


S  & 
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In our last issue we dealt with the S.D.F., 


I.L.P., and L.R.C. members ‘being induced to | 


support the Liberal faction of the Capitalist 
Party at ‘“‘Free Trade” meetings and we 


| notice that H. Kirby deals with the same matter 


| 


' 
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in “Justice.” He describes Mr. Masterman, the 
Liberal candidate for North West Ham, as “ an 
adept at trailing Liberal red herrings before the 
workers’ noses.” But we would remind Mr. 
Kirby that when Masterman contested Dulwich, 
one of the best-known members of the S.D.F., 
J. Hunter Watts, voted for him and urged 
other Social-Democrats to go and do likewise. 


D 


such a leading revolutionary Social-Democrat 
as Hunter Watts, surely smaller fry should fol- 
low such a good example? Perhaps one of these 
days the S.D.F. will endeavour to pursue a con- 
sistent policy, but we are afraid it will then be 
too late for them to regain the public confi- 


dence. 


* * 
* 


There comes into force this year an agree- 
ment between the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
and the London and North Western Railway 
Companies, which they have entered into for 
fifty years. It is hoped that the co-operation 
which will give place to the competition hither- 
to existing between the two companies will re- 
sult in a large reduction of expenses. Many 
trains will cease to run but there will be no in- 
convenience either to passengers or traders. 

ere will also be a general reorganisation 
in the goods departments, from which in some 
towns in Yorkshire a saving of £2,000 a year is 
expected. 
ee 

This arrangement will no doubt throw a 
number of workers out of employment and the 
financial advantages will be secured by the 
shareholders. Such is capitalist co-operation — 
a step towards trystification. Under Socialism 
the more efficient organisation of any public | 
service would benefit the whole community. 


& = 
= 


The Ups and Downs of a Poor Palliative would 
make an interesting article, if one had time to 
write up all the material connected with the 
S.D.F. proposal, which starting with the “One 

| good meal a day free” advocated by H. Quelch, E. 
Sansom and others at the 1888 London School 
Board Election, gradually developed into Com- 
plete State Maintenance for all children. But re- 
cently many members of the S.D.F., so possessed 
have they become by the spirit of mere reformand 
the desire to win e tions)\have even gone back 
upon the crude proposals of 1888. At recent 

| elections, Martin Judge (West Ham) advocated 
“Free Food for Starving Children,” and A. C. 
Bannington (Coventry) running under the aus- 
pices of the Trades and Labour Council, advo- 
| cated “Free wholesome meals for all school 
children who need them.” And at the recent 
| meeting at Canning Town, presided over by 

Will Thorne, the resolution moved bv the 

Countess of Warwick (S.D.F.) was, not in favour 

of State Maintenance, but merely 

“That, with the view of checking the phy- 

sical deterioration amongst our population, 

the Government should, in accordance with 

the demands of the Trade Union Congress, 

grant to the education authorities the power 

necessary to provide food for children at- 
| tending State-supported schools.’’ 

| Ex-Alderman Hayday seconded this resolution 

_ and othér members of the S.D.F. present in- . 

| cluded Jack Jones. Thus we see Trade Union 
| Officials watering down the S.D.F. proposals to 
meet the wishes of the Unions. 


ate 
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At a recent meeting of the Reading Debating 


| Society, J. F. Hodgson ’(S.D.F) moved 


' 
‘ 


‘“ That this House would welcome the intro- 
duction by Government of a measure provi- 
ding funds for the supply of free meals to 
school children.” 

This was supported by Messrs. Mackay, 
Leaver and Quelch, and carried. ‘here’s pro- 
gress for you! 

* * 
* 

In looking through the programme of A. C. 
Bannington, referred to above, we find the 
| following : 

“ Unskilled men to receive not less than 25s. 
per week,” 


| and in looking through the programme and 
rules of the Organisation to which we believe 


Bannington still belongs, we find that a mini- 


mum wage of 30s. is demanded as an immedi- 


| Now, if Masterman was advanced enough for | 


_ ate reform, and that a candidate’s programme 
must be previously sanctioned (together with 

, his election address) by the local Branch and 

_ by the Executive Council. But when some folks 

| get the election fever, programmes and rules 

_ go by the board. 

J. Kay. 
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OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 
instruments for producing and distributing wealth by and in the 
interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
HOLDS— 


That society as at present constituted is based upon the own- 
ership of the means of living (i.., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 
manifesting itself as a class struggle, between those who possess 


‘maintenance of the children and hence to 
Revolution. One may as well argue, 
advanced Reformers” contend, that the 
workhouse system, if fully taken advantage of 
the workers, would eventually abolish pov- 

tty, misery, and degradation. In fact, the ohce 
nitionary-8.D.F. to-day argues that provid- 
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amelioration possible for their class. Our reply 
js that this pronouncement was over fifty 
years ago and that since then Capitalism has 
developed to such an extent that, if Marx and 
were alive to-day, they would fully agree |. 
with us that at the présent time there is only 
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iting satire) apply in equal measure to 


working-class | 
unable to obtain fresh air, 


gs 
ness, the child of the toiler is frequently from its 
birth ill-fed and neglected. The working-class 
mother being often a wage-slave, has, in cases 
out of number, to entrust the care of her infant 
to a person running a day-nursery on commercial 
lines. Further comment is superfluous. Bei 
sent to school at three years of age the worker's 
child is soon compelled to forego romping and 
playing in favour of zealous attention to the 
study of the 3 R’s, indispensable, acoom lish- 
ments for a sturdy producer of surplus-value. 
To the child habitually under-fed, badly 
housed and insufficiently clothed, the knowledge 
imparted in tke modern elementary school is 
indeed far too liberal an education, because in 
numerous cases it is absolutely wasted. Seeing 
that the child of the worker commences its 
career as a responsible wage-slave at the age of 
twelve, thirteen, or fourteen, it cannot be a 
matter for surprise to find that nearly one- 
third of the number of children attending pub- 
lic elementary schools are between three and 
seven years of age. The total number attending 
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‘ined for their future vocation in life, 
be victims.of capitalist exploitation, we 
whole of educa- 
uctions, 
servility.” ! 

It is evident that teachers for the training of 
le wage-slaves need not be particularly 
plished. Again, the Blue Book informs 

wa thas of the Boro ae engaged in the 


ev 
C of England, 12 to the Nonconformists 
and Catholics, and only 3 with 356 scholars are 
undenominational. It being impossible for the 
average child of the worker to take up teaching 
as its calling, owing to the expense and time 
involved in a course of training, the majority 
of elementary teachers spring from the. lower 
middle-class, who naturally carry into their 
work the snobbery, jingoism and reaction so 
rampant among their class. 

As to the school books used, history and 
science, in fact all subjects, more or less, are in- 
terpreted with a view to convincing the pro- 
spective toilers of the necessity for the existence 
of competition, class distinction and the struggle 
for a paltry sustenance for ever and ever. 

Holding, as we of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain do, that the social evils produced 
by Capitalism have reached a stage where ped- 
dling reforms enacted by a Capitalist Par- 
lament can only have the effect of retarding 
working-class emancipation, it is our bounden 


such schools in England and Wales were at the |-duty to be up in arms ‘against all those who, 


end of the school year of 1902-3, 5,967,868, of 
which number 1,858,590 were between the ages 
of three and seven. 

Considering that at the present time the num- 
ber of unemployed workers throughout the 
country is nearly approaching a million, which 
number is increasing daily, it is not difficult to 
guage the number of starving and under-fed 
liven in and out of school. The capitalist 


ing as champions of working-class interests, 
elp to bolster up the capitalist system by assist- 
ing the capitalists in throwing a bone to the 
under-dog—the proletariat--in order to prevent 
him from attacking his tormentor—the capital- 
ist-class. 
Having existed now over 20 years, the Social- 
Democrat#c Federation has in recent years seen 
fit to abandon the propaganda of Socialism and 


f y undetatanil that under 
such conditions and in such i 


described above it is impossible to give the — 


child of the worker the scope of a full physical 
and mental development, we neceasarily recog- 


wheel of human: 

be Socialists who join hands 

poiaeene in procuring 8 meal the 
ittle starvlings of the working-class now con- 
veniently ignore the fact that they flatly con- 
tradict the deductions they drew in the past 
from the economic causes and effects presented 
by the Capitalist System. 

If the capitalists makes concession with one 
hand Ahey reGoup themselves with the other. 
They may provide a little food for the children 
in school, but as they will on no account suffer: 
a reduction in the amount of their surplus. 
value—seeing that they completely own and 
control the economic and political power of 
the State--the wages of. the workers will go 
down and most likely to such degree that the 
little food the children will obtain at school will 
probably be all the food they will get. Besides, 
the class-unconscious workers are sure to take 
this concession on the part of the capitalist-class 
as a pure act of grace and not-—as in reality it 
is—an economic necessity, especially when they 
see that an organisation posing as a Socialist 
Body has been en working with the capit- 
alist to attain that. end. 3 

Now, it may be argued that even if the capit- 
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one way of obtaining amelioration for the prole- 
tariat and that is to usher in the Socialist Re- 
‘public as quickly as possible. Feats 
Further, if ameliorstion were possible, surely 
it could not be obtained by joining the capital- 
ists.in promoting mesures prompted by econ- 
omic necessity.and the desire to. stave off the 
[ Capitalism. How amelioration could 
at all be achieved unless enforced by the antag- 
onism of the class struggle is for a Socialist 
it ible to comprehend. 

t was such men as Marx, Engels, Lassalle 
and Liebnecht who wrought the enhghtenment 
and knowledge that led. to the elevation of So- 
cialism to the powerful science and the political 


creed of the International proletariat. But apart 
from the great services these men rendered to 
. mankind, wé must not forget the devotion and 
_ faithfulness they at all times bore to the suffer- 


ing proletariat, never flinching, never yielding, 
“alcbouigh 
personal 


at..times bowed down by their own 
affering, by their own individual 


‘misery. 

Seeing in their teachings our guide, our re- 
fuge,and our hope for human emancipation, 
endeavouring to emilate their-moral strength, 
their uncompromising revolutionary attitude, 
we invite all men and women of a similar mind 
to ours to rally and thus help us to keep aloft 
our banner: “No Reform, no Compromise—but 
complete, unconditional surrender of the exist- 
ing capitalist forces in favour of the free and 
happy Socialist Republic.” —H.N. 


A Voice Crying in the Wilderness. 


. Hxtract from a speech by Mr. R. T. Manson, 
delivered at the Liverpool Church Congress, 
Oct dth, 1904. : 

(From theofficial report, p.'249.) 
xs 
And now it is ‘pertinent to ask: What part 
are the clergy playingin this gruesome drama ? 
The severest critic should not deny the numer- 
ous kindly offices in smaller matters which they: 
constantly perform, all should unite in crediting 
the rectory and the vicarage with being the cén- 
tres to which the weary and heavy-laden instinc- 
tively turn, there to receive not only the creature 
comforts of an hour, but consolations in the 
sorrows and assuaginys of the griefs against 
which no material wealth is a barrier, nor robust 
health a guard. Of almsgiving and charity or- 
ganisations there is no end, but the roots of the 
evil are too deep to permit of charity being a 
cure. There would be little need for charity if 
all had justice. The wealth of the mansion is 
the product of the dweller in the cottage, and 
the labourer is not only worthy of his hire but 
of all that he earns, and if that were paid to him 
there would be nought left for the landlord, and 
no occasion for the dole. 
It is imperative, therefore, that it be asked in 
this assembly : Are the clergy on the side of the 
poor and lowly against the.mighty and the rich? 


Do they advocate as they should the causes of | 


the people who cry for better houses, and better 


wages, and better opportunities of living Christ- | duction of national co-operation ; and by the | 


3 
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but do not produce, and those who produce but do not possess. 
That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 
of the working-class from the domination of the master-class, by 
the conversion into the common property of society of the means 
of production and distribution, and their democratic control by the 


whole people. 


That as in the order of social evolution the working-class is 
the last class to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will involve the emancipation of all mankind with- 


out distinction of race or sex. 


That this emancipation must be the work of the working 


class itself. 


That as the machinery of government, including the armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 


class must or 


ise consciously and politically for the conquest of 


the powers of government, national and local, in order that this 
machinery, including these forces, may be converted from an 
instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation and, th 


overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. 


* 


That as all political parties are but the expression of class 
interests, and as the interest of the working-class is diametrically 
opposed to the interests of all sections of the master-class, the 
party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 


other party. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
of political action determined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
upon the members of the working-class of this country to muster 
under its banner to the end that a speedy termination may be 
wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 

¢ labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 


equality, and slavery to freedom. 


ian and moral lives? Do they preach content- 
ment to those who are wronged, and who should 
not be content? Is mediation sufficient where 
the disputants are so unequal as are the toiler 
of the hut and the lord of the castle? Do they 


palliate evils which they might assist to destroy, | 


or condone with the wealth-getting which they 
should denounce? How many have the temer- 


ity to reprove a rich parishioner who has treated | 
_ able man would be sure of the opportunity of being 
_ employed, and those who were not employed 
_ would be known to be by nature and inclination 
_ idlers. 


his labourer badly, as he would reprove the la- 
bourer who has served his master badly? The 
present social and commercial system would 
not allow of the interference, and willing martyrs 


-are none too common; and so we have to face 


the question: Is that system based on justice 


and right? 
man should seek toilsomely a bare, miserable 
subsistence, while another enjoys, with never an 
effort to produce it, extremest luxnry? If it be 


‘not right, let us seek a peaceful and constitu- 


tional remedy. 
In every country in the world today there is 


who say that production should be for use and 


not for profit; that it is competition and the | 
absence of mutual interests which make the | 


millionaire on the one hand and the thousands 
of casual labourers on the other; that it is pos- 
sible and desirable to abolish both by the intro- 


Is it moral and Christian that one | 
| may work with more hope of fulfilling their ex- 


_alted mission, and prepare the world for that 


/ 8 p.m. 


| placing of all industries under governmental 
| control. 


For if it be worthy of the attention of 
great departments of state to devote their abilities 


to the organising of armies and navies or post- 
| offices, how much more desirable is it that 


similarly powerful departments of state should 
direct and control the unceasing and imperative 


| production and distribution of the necessaries of 


life ? With the national control of labour, every 


And that system will surely come when the 


people have been taught to say “‘ We will it ;”’ 


and in that time the Churches and the teachers 


more ideal time, when it shall be said in the 


' newer England, as it was to those old-time 


casual labourers in distant Gallilee, We ‘will 


| give unto this last, even as unto thee.” 
rapidly growing a movement consisting of those | 


EE EEE 


At Howbury Hall, Nunhead (two minutes 
from station), J. Kent will open a discussion 
upon Socialism on Tuesday, January 17th, at 
All readers welcomed. 

Tue receipt.of this paper is an invitation to 
subscribe. . 
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Central Office, 
Communist Club, 
107, Charlotte Street, 
_ Fitzroy Square, 
don, W. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
RETAIN. 


Jan. 3, 1905. 


J. F.G 
manus, to British Section at Amsterdam 
Congress, 1904,) 
- 40, Outer Temple, Strand, W.C.) 
‘Comrade, i Mes ie ; 
Your communication, covering precis‘of the 
minutes of the British Section at' Amsterdam 
Co 1904, has been received, and in reply 
I am instructed to state -— i 
1.— The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
is not’ in’ favour of -holdiag the proposed 
coriference, and. will decline to take 
therein if held. As the International Con- 
gress is presumably a Socialist Congress, 
the matters arising from out its decisions 
should be the of the Socialist Party 
existing in the various countries to deal 
with. “Fade from the composition of the 
British Section, according to the precis of 
the minutes: you sent, the Committee that 
apparently you propose would consist of 
men who are in no sense of the word 
Socialist. The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain, therefore, cannot see that any goad 
purpose would be-served by a Committee 
of men who are not a on basic princi- 
ples tampering with these matters. = 
_” 9--The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
is not in favour of the rules for the conduct 
of business at future Congressesas pro 
by Mr. John Hodge as it fails to see that 
any improvement would result from their 
adoption. a 
3.—The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
is, of course, perfectly willing to bear its 
fair share of the expenses of international 
organisation, but considers that it should 
communicate direct with the International 
Socialist Bureau regarding this matter. 
I am, 
Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) C. LEHANE, 
General Secretary. 
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ing the organisation of the | ; 


Il known. pitalist system is 
concerned with profit ; that if it were the. p 
has no relation to the amount of competitio 


tion for 


of the empire, gladly enough do the work of two 
nen for the price of one (or one and a half), 
finding sufficient happiness in the unwonted 
possession of plenty of work to recompense him 
for all the’extra expenditure of energy involved. 

Obviously, therefore, the extremists who hold 


that unemployment is inevitable under capital- . 


ism are quite out of court in the eyes of all prac- 
tical and fair-minded men. Luckily, they (the 
extremists, not the practical and fair-minded 
are but few, otherwise it would be necessary to 
take steps to combat their imbecile heresies. 


| SUPPORT THE SOCIALIST PARTY. 
and benefit yourself by purchasing your goods at 
The Stores, 127, York Rd., Battersea. 
5 per cent given to purchasers and 5 per cent cf pro- 


fits given to Branches. Trading vouchers can be 
obtained of Secretary, Battersea Branch. 


All Goods at Store Prices. 


Branch Secretaries and others 
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Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 
well as anyone else.., 
JACOMB BROS., T.U. Printers, 
Wingfield R4., Stratford. 
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ts POA TO He KG Ss a eae | Gs ays 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
| CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, Cuagtotre St., Loxpon, W. 
General Secretary - - C. LEHANE. 


‘ 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 
BATTERSEA—A. Sores , 8,. Mathew St., 
“Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 57 at Sydney 

‘Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 

CENTRAL,—Business transacted every Saturday at 
Fiesty Sau a Saag Membersbio i, 
i uare, L ‘ ip in 
the Central Branch can be obtained Gay 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions ‘should be'sent to the General Secretary. 


49, Mablet 
, jieapiocre 
every ' 
See ee oak Mc 
and 4th | 
at the. “Hope ee Tavern, 
ad, Finsbury Park, N. 
, A, Wilson 


7 , 


at 8.80°p.m, 

ROMFORD. DIVISION.—}. Kent, 
Sears land Road, Iiford. Branch mente d and 4th 
Tuesdays in each month at 8.80 at secretary's. 


SOUTHWARK.—S. Eden, Secretary, 68, Penrose 

St.; Walworth. ‘Branch meets every Friday - 

- . at 830 p.m., at the Café, Walworth. ae 
TOOTING.—C. Goss, Secretary; 78, Balham Grove, 
Balham,S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 

. day at’ 830 p.m., at- 61, Glasford Street, 

Tooting, -° ' : 


TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Bo Bocuatary, 17, Eth-- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, . Branch 


¥ 


Printed by Jacomb Bros., 2a, Wingtield Road, Stratford, E, for the Proprietors, The Socialist Party of Great-Britain, and published by C. Lehane, Gen. Secretary, 107, Charlotte 


meets Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
every y P 


WATFORD.—D. R. Newlands, Secretary, 5, High- 
field Rd., Bushey, Herts. Branch meets eve 
Friday at 8 > sw 78, Harwoods Rd., Watford. 
Economic every Sunday at 3 p.m. 

WEST HAM.—G. J, Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,” 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E. ‘Branch meets. 

Iternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 

the address given. Bie 

WOOD. GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanle 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, 
BATTERSEA, S.w. 


. Sunday Night Lect ctures. 


The following Lectures will be delivered at the . 
: above hall during January : 
Subject: THE CLASS WAR. 
is: H. NEUMANN.. 
Subject: SOCIALISM and its. 
Interpretation in 
Politics. 
22: J. CRUMP. — 
Subject: SOCIALISM: | the 
| Workers’ Ideal. 
29: F. C. WATTS. 
Subject: SOCIALISM, and 
the Survival of the 
Fittest. 


Jains 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


err — 


TIME 7 p.m. ADMISSION FREE. 


ALL WORKERS INVITED. 
St, W. | 


—— 
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Last month we called attention to the action of 
J. Hunter Watts, member of the Executive 
Council of the S.D.F,-in voting for ‘a Liberal 
Candidate, and our comment has drawn forth a 
letter from him, which is dealt with elsewhere 
in this issue. This month it is our painful duty 
to refer to the sad case of Mr. J. J. Kidd, who 
is also a member of the 8.D.F. Executive. 
"6 . 

So that we may not be charged with telling 
a half truth we print Mr. Kidd’s in ing and 
aang letter in full. It is addressed to 
Mr. Alfred Jermyn, Liberal Candidate for the 
South Ward at the recent municipal elections 
at King’s Lynn. 

oe 
Oct 20. 1904. 

Dear Mr. Jermyn,—I am writing this to 
tell you that I sincerely hope you may be 
at the head of the ool on November Ist. 
Although I am now in another political 
camp, I remember with a great deal of grati- 
tude the many sacrifices you have made for 
the cause of progress, how many times you 
have, almost single-handed, pioneered the Li- 
beral cause in Lynn. I had the pleasure and 
privilege to work with you for some years and 
I always had some feelings of admiration for 
your work in those times, the up-hill task you 
often had. - There is one sore place in my 
memory, and that is your aime to the 
‘“‘housing” scheme ; but there, I will not 
bring up grievances. I am only too glad 
that neither my desire, nor circumstances, 
have brought me out as a candidate in this 
ward this year, thereby risking you the loss 
of some few votes. I hope I may never be 
the means of defeating one who I feel de- 
serves more. at his fellows’ hands than he 
has yet received (I mean, of course, apprecia- 
tion). I hope all earnest and sincere Lib- 
erals like yourself will one day realise that 
the political arena of the future will be Lab- 
our 0. se oe struggle cay gem the 
possessors and the dispossessed and then you 
will throw unqualified energy in the work- 
ers’ movements. If all those Liberals who 
realise this would cut themselves-adrift from 
all that hampers this movement irrespective 
of party claims, there would not be so much 
division in the Progressive ranks as there is 
today. 

I —_ you will appreciate my good wishes 
and pardon my presumption, but I feel that 
you are entitled to both. I shall give my 
vote to you on the day of the poll from a 
sense of duty and pleasure. 

You will, however, regard this as strictly 
private and confidential.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) J. J. KIDD. 
. o* 

It is apparent from Mr. Kidd’s desire that his 
letter should be regarded as “strictly private 
and confidential” that he saw the impossibility 
of reconciling his agtion with the policy to which 
he was pledged asa member of is S.D.F., and 
which, when appointed to the Executive of that 
body last year, he undertook to enforce. 
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‘convert, but we shall certainly gain their respect 


NDON, FEBRUARY, 1905. 
Will it be believed that three weeks after Mr. | laughing-stock of the members of any organis- 
Kidd wrote this letter, upon a casual vacancy | ation permitting such conduct. 
being declared in the same ward, he appeared | 
as @ candidate in opposition to Mr. J ermyn. We | 
quote from “‘ The Lynn News and County Press,” | 
whose leading article contained the following | 
comment : + | proves that it still isso. The least that can be 
“If Mr. Kidd had been consistent in his | said of it is that it is like the Peace of God. 
Opposition to Mr. Jermyn, we should have e*% 
put it down to his loyalty towards his com- To those who imagine that no contentment 
rades of theS.D.F., and, while tting his | or decency can exist otherwise than in a state 
courseof procedure, should have felt boundto | of capitalism-cum-Christianity, the following 
. admire his a to principle. But we | extract from a letter which appears in the “ Mill 
are 1n & position to state that during the re- | Hill (Leeds)Chapel Record,” written by Rev. C. 
cent fight Mr. Kidd actually went out of his Hargrove, from the Tutuila Island, Samoa, under 
way to give support to Mr. Jermyn, and ex- | date 28th October last, may not be altogether 
pressed himse as the last man to wish to unpalatable reading : 
ig Mr. Jermyn 8 return to the Council ! “The decency of this half-naked people 
hat do Mr. Kidd’s comrades think of this ? surprises me. I have been to and fro among 
What do they think of a man who, but a the villages and have never seen anything 
week or two ago, was earnestly in favour of dirty or offensive on the part of man, woman 
Mr. Jermyn when a mere Labour candidate or child. They seem possessed of an innate 
was running, and expressed thorough ap- sense of propriety and cleanliness. 
proval of his municipal policy, but now “They have no idea of saving or private 
turns round and opposes him tooth and nail ? ownership ; if a man earns a few dollars his 
It 18 ON OUr OWN initiative that we make people come as soon as he is paid and help 
these accusations against Mr. Kidd’s fidelity him to spend it. Food in especial 18 Common 
as a public man; if the Socialists of the property, and no native would think of re 
South Ward desire further information let fusing another a share of whatever he has. 
them ask Mr. Kidd for a copy of the letter ‘No better than a foreigner’ is their con- 
he wrote to Mr. Jermyn just prior to Nov- temptuous description of the man who tries 
ember Ist. We know, asa matter of fact, that to save. One consequence of this practical 
Mr. Jermyn has written to Mr. Kidd, asking communism is that labour is scarce and dear. 
leave to publish this letter—a document Why should a man work hard fer a wage 
which we are sure would absolutely destroy which will not profit him? Sothe Government 
the Socialists’ confidence in Mr. Kidd; but has had to import labourers from less fortu- 
Mr. Kidd has seen Mr. Jermyn and person- | nate islands to do the toilsome work of exca- 
ally begged the Progressive candidate not | vating and road-making, which has been 
to publish it. Mr. Jermyn’s hands are there- | needed to make a harbour and wharf and 
fore tied, because the letter was marked | coaling-station. They will no doubt learn 
‘ private and confidential’ ; but if Mr. J ermnyn | our ways in time, and each look after his 
cannot succeed in dragging it into the light | own family and accumulate a bit of money 
of day, perhaps Mr. Kidd’s deluded support; by hard work, and take to petty theft, now 
ers may be more successful. In any case almost or altogether unknown among them. 
we think it well to give them a glimpse of | They will be more serviceable to the stranger. 
théir idol’s clay feet !” Will they be as happy or as good or even as 
* Christian as they are now ?” 
, e” # . 
After this well-merited attack Mr. Kidd wrote | 
a further letter to Mr. Jermyn, in which he said 
“T have prepared a leaflet for publication which 


[MonrHLy, One Penny 


= 


ro 
It is nearly five years since H. M. Hyndman 
wrote that the S.D.F. was “wholly destitute of 
political aptitude.” Conduct such as Kidd’s 


a” 

According to the chief organ of “Tariff Re- 
form,” the ‘‘ Daily Express,” the German miners 
on strike demanded 4s. 6d. per day! Yet they tell 


will cause you pain and annoyance.” Mr. Jer 3. UG. = 
myn at once published all the correspondence, | “S that wages are so nigh in protected countries! 


d it ell be i aed en: 
Spain ee cna ini : A. Pusiic Meeting was held at the Finsbury 


m Town Hall last Tuesday evening, under the 
."* auspices of the Central Finsbury Liberal and 
Radical Association, to hear an address by 
Jobn Burns. According to the bill the chair- 
nan was supported by W. C. Steadman, Alder- 


they may be to us personally, are socially and | man C. W. Bowerman, Alderman Isaac Mitchell, 
politically our enemies, says “Justice.” If the | G. Dew, B. Cooper, H. Gosling, H. R. Taylor, 
Executive members of the S:D.F. forget it, what | C. Jesson, and other Labour “ Leaders.” How 


can be expected of the rank and file ? these people like to hang on to the tail of the 
Ps capitalist politicians ! 
+ # 


Let us never forget that, as Liebnecht Says, 
the class war is the basis of Socialism, and that 
those who do not accept this, however friendly 


i 


Mr. Andrew Johnston, J.P., C.C., says that 
as long as the nation pours a half a million 
down its throat every day of the year we shall 
have the unemployed problem. We are pre- 
pared to prove, in debate with this gentleman, 
that the unemployed problem does not exist 
because people drink, and that it could be 
solved even though more drink was consumed 
than at present. J. Kay. 


tical enemies whom probably we shall never 


if we adhere steadfastly to principle and persue 
a consistent policy which shall intelligently in- 
terpret our principles. On the other hand, 
actions like those of J. J. Kidd not only justify 
our opponents in despising the actors, but bring 


i 
| 
There are very many of these social and poli- | 
the Socialist Cause into disrepute and make a | 


L/ 
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try 


hooause the matter 
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- You know well: enough that at best you’ only | 

drectanesags ee ag a 8 ets barest | an 
necessaries of life: ‘Qnly'the very ‘fortunate | \ 
have any margin for extra comforts. At the {~~ 


to ork, At the 


-_best_you. are always 


view. At the worst, when you 


are worn and grey hairs show, when you ive the | are 


slightest sign of ag ing, 

your place is on the labour scrap-heap. Abject. 
‘ misery, paling poverty, an outlook black as 
.the mouth of 


This is no picture of the fancy. It is the bare 
fact. -We are of the working-class. We know 
what we write, You Know that we speak truly. 
_ _ And yet labour is the source of all wealth. 
There are few to deny that today. Then-why is 
it that the of labour is miserable 
and inadequate at the best? , | 
The Socialist claims to know. It is because the 
land and the factories and the railways—all the 
means that is by which necessary things are 
prod and distributed—are in the hands of 
comparatively few people. It doesn’t matter for 
the moment how they got there. It is sufficient 
that they are there. It is the explanation, and 
the only ion of: wby the worker is. cap 
in hand, a pitiable beggar He. 
He has no access to (aaaame 
nothing but his powéet-toa% 
that for what he can gebewr 
There are thousands of ftim-@vailable. All 


roduced 
ingly short time.- re are not sufficient va- 
. cancies for all the men available. There is not 
enough work to go round ! 

And so the men compete for what jobs there 
are. - That is why the wages of the workers are 
on the average just sufficient to keep them in 
bare necessities. Competition for work prevents 
the wages rising. 

The private ownership of the means of life 
then is the cause of the miserable condition of 
the workers. The remedy is, and can only be, 
the abolition of such private ownership and the 
substitution of ownership and control by the 
whole people. , ba 

That is a drastic change. Your Tory and 
Liberal politicians will you that the change 
can never be wrought. 

They will also talk about the injustice of tak- 
ing away from the people who own them, the 
land and machinery, etc. which they say are 
theirs. The injustice of taking away from them 
the power to lies upon the labour of others! 
The wrongfulness of taking away from them 
for the benefit of the whole people the things 


they have-taken from the whole people for their” 


own individual benefit ! 


bs ik 


A cbs ‘cles bs te Nees — 


ticularly,—cannot see that this clase-etr 

fos thorougil reidoeitand the trnition And 
not y an position. 

those who do not thoroughly understand. the 
ition cannot be relied upon. ‘They cannot 

instruct the workers in what they themselves 

do not understand. - The blind make bad lead- 

ers of the blind although they are probably 


very sympathetic. 


not,) what is the first step the working-class 
pice take to effect that engl in the ownership 
and control of the means. of life. which is 
necessary to the material and permanent.-bet- 
terment of working-class conditions ; upon what 
must their efforts be concentrated ? 

Upon the capture of the political L spate. 
That is to say they must or, and direct 


their forces with the object: , 
of the legislative and ediinistrative bodibe (the 
oar of Commons, County; Urban afid Rural 
ils, Boards of Guardians, etc.) Why? 
Because these bodies are strongholds -of the 
capitalist They form their most import- 
ant line of attack and defence. Let 
Through them the laws are made and admin- 
istered that secure in their - position. 
Through them the armed forces of the nation 
are at their disposal to assist, among other 
things, in keeping the workers in subjection at 
those times when their conditions become more 
than usually intolerable. 
The ignorance of the. workers in the past has 
enabled the capitalists to Serena ves of 
the political machine. The workers all unwit- 
tiunty have made the rod that is now applied to 
their backs. But what working-class ignorance 
has done working-class enlightenment can undo. 
But the working-class must thoroughly un- 
derstand what they are about. There must be 


no confasion as to what it all means. And that. 


is why The Socialist Party of Great Britain is 
in the field. ‘We are ourselves of the working- 
class. The lot of the workers—our own lot— 
cannot be improved materially or pérmanently 
until the workers themselves have understood 
their position, the reasons for it and the remedy, 
and have themselves strick the blow which shall 


Pay no attention to the Liberals and Tories. | free them from the domination of the capitalist. 
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sanie in its | 

enterprise prise afc im in not. at 
Now if we are agreed. so far, (afd we:trust | * 

you will nbdt hhegitae to let us know if we are They 


) t all (ex 
‘section of’ the capitalist ¢ 


the workérs have set on foot such 4 determined 
be disregarded, as a glance at industriak 
, er od | 


care ia ear = 
either on:or below eae er eert tne, Geekitee the 
fact that the wealth of the country, all produced 
abour, has enormously ; that, in 


yD 


They say that this result is due to the ignor- 
ance of the workers, who, because they have not 
understood their posson as a class, have, under: 
the leadership of men equally ignorant, con- 
céntrated their efforts upon securing some 
alteration in what are really effects of the private 
ownership of the means: of life, and have not 
gone to the:root of the matter at all. 

They say finally that the results must always: 
be the same until the workers have fully realised 
where their real interests lie (have become class- 
conscious), and have ‘organi their forces. 
eect for the complete overthrow of the 

oe of production and the establish-. 

; Co-operative Commonwealth ; have 

refused to longer waste their energies ‘upon 

securing reforms, and have determined to sub- 

stitute ownership and control of the means of 

life by the whole people for the present private 
or individual ownership and tontrol. 

~ That is the 

Party of Great 


ritain presents. Is it clear oF 


Do you see your way ? 


lain issue that The Socealist ,’ 
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And ‘now a last word or two in further ex- 


Tce irern we, have; come. into 
terice a8 & separate organisation, refusing to 
have anything to do with organisations .claim- 
ing tobe Socialist that existed prior to our 


We have referred to the LLP. We have 
shown that many of them oo not_understand a 
workmg-class position. They are ignorant. We 
Comet ty ourselves with ignorance. We fight 
it. We dd what we can to dispel it. We are 

aed t any-thing or or party that 
helps-in any way to keep the workers in ignor- 


ance. 
If anything less than Socialism is advanced 
as a remedy for working-class evils, those who 


. advance it either do not uitderstand the position. 
or do understand it but have interests to serve 


other than those of the workers. And that is 
why we are also opposed to the Labour Repre- 
sentation Committee, which some say is a So- 

« li ¢ e ati on. . 
that we cannot compromise 


We can have no alliance of 


and in them is bred apathy and indifference and 


And-s6 the day when Labour shall enter into 
its own is delayed. 

Therefore .we say that those who know that 
Socialism alone is the remedy and yet make al- 
Jiances with those who are: not Socialists, with 
the object of realising certain reforms that can- 


not, even if realised, benefit the workers, are 


And that is the present position of the So- 
cial-Democratic Federation, and the reason why 
amany of us came out of it at the commencement 
of the existence of this Party. And now, work- 
jng-men and working-women, what will you do? 


Are you prepared to remain apathetic and indif- |- 
ferent to your own welfare and the welfare of 


and your children’s chidren ? 


‘Are you abe sn to allow capitalism to have its 
wi 


evil way you? Are you content to permit 
anything from two-thirds to seven-eighths of 
the wealth you produce to be filched from you? 
Are you content to remain in poverty and mis- 
ery and ignorance, the sport of the capitalist- 


_class, mere pawns in the high chess game 


they: play? ; 
If not, if you are determined that you will no 
bear upon your backs the burden of 


lo 
| wort: if you refuse to remain dumb dogs, 


again we ask you, what will you do? Will you 
waste your forces in ing for reforms and 
iatives that cannot affect your general con- 


dition? . Will you fritter your time and your 


enthusiasm away in an endeavour to patch up 
& system that is rotten at its base? Will you 
invite disappointment by repeating the failures 
of the past century ? : 

Or will you join with us in the open fight we 
are making against Capitalism itself? Will you 


work with us for the overthrow of the whole 


system of production and distribution? Will 
you assist our efforts to change the very basis 
of the existing social structure ? 

If you do be sure that by concentrating upon 
the real remedy, by marching straight toward 
the goal of the Co-operative Commonwealth, the 
reforms that in your ignorance would have 
wasted your strength upon will be thrown to 
you in an endeavour to stay your progress. You 
will achieve them without the expenditure of any 
serious effort and ce ae able to use _ el 
vantage they might then give to drive t 
pe the more readily into its last ditch. 

Workers, the issue is before you. Weigh it 
well. Master the situation. Take a thorough 
grip upon the whole problem. Call reason, 
enthusiasm, and determination to your aid and 
then—act !—Atgc. J. M. Gray. 
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J. HUNTER WATTS 


EXPLAINS HIS 
Vote for Masterman. 


—=-=30: —— 


The General Secretary of The Socialist Party 


of Great Britain has received the following. 


communication : 


94 Grove Park, Denmark Hill, | 


15th Jany 1905. 

Dear Comrade,—“ A lie that is half a truth is 
the worst lie of all” and it is a half truth to 
which Tue Sociatist Sranparp gives currency this 
month when it says that I voted for a Liberal 
candidate for the constituency in which I reside 
and advised other members of the 8.D.F. to do 
the same. 


for election, and as I shall never either forget | 


or forgive any instrument of the iniquity which 
robbed another of the little peoples of its nat- 
ional freedom I did my best to thwart the am- 
bition of Rutherford Harris. As there is no 
way of voting against a man other than voting 
for his opponent I “supported ” Masterman, 
though I know. no more of the man than I know 
of the one who is-said to reside in the moon. I 
shall repeat the offence at the next election even 
if the raider’s opponent is a circus clown. 
Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) J. Hunter Warts. 

Comrade C. Lehane, 

Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, Fitz- 

roy Square, W.C 


The note to which Mr. J. Hunter 
ferred was as follows : 

“In our last issue we dealt with the S.D.F., 1.L.P., 
and L.R.C. members being induced to support the 
Liberal faction of the Capitalist Party at “Free 
Trade” meetings and we notice that H. Kirby 
deals with the same matter in “ Justice.” 
scribes Mr. Masterman, the Liberal Candidate for 


Watts re- 


North West Ham, as “an adept at trailing Liberal | 


red herrings before the workers’ noses.” But we 
would remind Mr. Kirby that when Masterman 
contested Dulwich, dne of the best known members 
of the S.D.F., J. Hunter Watts, voted for him and 
urged other Social-Democrats to go and do like- 
wise. Now, tf Masterman was advanced enough 
for such a leading revolutionary Social-Democrat 
as Hunter Watts, surely smaller fry should follow 
such a good example ? Perhaps one of these days 


the S.D.F. will endeavour to pursue a consistent 


policy, but we are afraid it will then be too late 
for them to regain the public confidence.” 
- We now printa letter written by.Mr. J. Hunter 
Watts to the then Secretary of the Peckham 
Branch S.D.F. during the election referred to. 


94 Grove Park, Denmark Hill, 
13th December, 1903. 


Dear Comrade,—Till after Christmas I have 
so many business claims on my attention (last 
Wednesday I was obliged to travel to Manches- 
ter and shall probably have to return this week) 
would you kindly intimate to the members of 
the Elocution Class that we will start work the 
first Wednesday in January. If convenient to 
them I would rather hold the class here because 
all my books etc. will be ready to hand but I 
leave it to their choice and I will come to the 
Branch Room if they prefer that rendez-vous. 

Though it goes very much against the grain 
to vote for a Liberal, it seems to me a duty 
to do one’s level best to prevent a Jameson 
Raider being sent to Parliament as our Parlia- 
mentary Representative so I intend to vote for 
Masterman on Tuesday. Would you kindly 
ask the members of our Branch to consider to- 
morrow night whether as individuals they can 
adopt the same policy though collectively it 
might be unwise to support Masterman. On 
Harris’s head rests some of the blood of the 

t farmers slain in defence of their nation- 
al independence. 

We cannot forget this! . 

Yours fraternally, 
J. Hunter Warts. 
The Secy. Peckham Branch S.D.F. 


We have no desire to misrepresent anyone, 
and we publish the whole of the correspondence 
in order that our readers may see that there is 
no foundation for Mr. Hunter Watts’ suggestion 
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He de- | 


| (or “half truth”) that we were not strictly ac- 
_ Curate in our statement that he “ voted for Mas-. 
| terman and urged other Social-Democrats to go 
| and do Mkewise.” Asa member of the S.D.F. 
| Mr. Hunter Watts is supposed to believe that’ 
| there is no difference between the various sec- 
tions of the capitalist politicians, but by exhibit- 
| Ing a preference for one capitalist candidate 
(about whom he claims to Know no more than 
_ about the man in the moon, but who, according 


| to another S.D.F. member, is “an adept at 
_ trailing Liberal red herrings before the work- 
| ers’ noses ”’) against another whom he knows as 
| an open enemy of the people, he shows that he 
| recognises a difference, and that there are occas- 
| ions when he thinks that the workers should . 
| vote for their class-enemies. 
| If Masterman was worthy of S.D.F. votes in 
| Dulwich he is equally so in North West Ham. 

Here Ernest Gray, Conservative member and 

candidate, has supported Rutherford Harris and 


A Jameson raider offered himself | b!8 friends fearlessly and openly, from the 


Jameson Raid to the Chinese Labour Ordinance. 
| If individuals are to be singled out then “some 
| of the blood of the peasant farmers” rests upon 
| Ernest Gray’s headand he should be kept out of 
| the House of Commons. The 8.D.F. should vote 
scenes him by voting for Masterman. The 
blood of the murdered Featherstone miners is 
upon the head of Mr. Asquith, and the S.D.F. 
should try to keep him out of the House of 
| Commons by voting for his Tory opponent. But 
Masterman as a member of the Liberal faction 
must support his leaders, of whom Mr. Asquith 
is one. And candidates who support the person 
| responsible for that cruel and cold-blooded 
| butchery should be kept out of the House of 
| Commons, therefore the S.D.F. should vote 
| against terman. 

Mr. Hunter Watts says that he will repeat the 
offence at the next election even if the raider’s op- 
ponent is a circus clown. Supposing Mr. Asquith 
is the opponent, Mr. Hunter Watts will vote 

| for him and show that he considers the South 
African war more important than the class war 
| here at home. 

If particular incidents connected with the 
| capitalist attitude towards the people are to be 
| taken into consideration and capitalist candi- 
| dates voted for or against because of them, 
where will it lead? 


Mr. Hunter Watts is apparently aware that- 
| there is neither wisdom nor logic in his attitude 
| because he expresses the opinion that it would 
| not be wise for the$.D.F. to do collectively that 
| which headvises the members to do individually. 
| But electoral action which the Body cannot take 
| wisely and logically does not become wise or 
| logical when taken by individual members.. 


The position is as illogical and contradictory 
| as is that ofthe S.D.F. towards the L.R.C. Al- 
| though the Body withdraw because it “‘ might 
| be committed to thesupport of candidates whom, 
| by. its rules, it was bound to oppose; while it 

could not honestly accept aid for its own candi- 
dates unless it supported those favoured by the 
majority of the delegates” it yet allows its mem- 
bers all over the country to act as delegates to 
the L.R.C., and todo precisely that which the 


| S.D.F. says it cannot do. 


| 


' 


— Ge ee pees 


Mr. Hunter Watts, like many others, has al- 
lowed his emotions to get the better of his con- 
victions. He may be unable to forget or forgive 
any instrument of the iniquity referred to, but 
neither the defeat of Harris nor the return of 
Masterman would restore freedom to the Boers 
any more than the defeat of Asquith would 
bring back to life the murdered miners. The 
instruments of both iniquities were the capital- 
ist-class, acting in the interests of their class and 
against the interestsof the common people, here 
and abroad. Capitalist politicians cannot be 
considered individually, but only as “all the 
rest, Tories, Unionists, Whigs, Liberals and 
Radicals who forma part of that hateful army 


| of parasites which is permanently quartered 


on you and your children” (see S.D.F. Mani- 


| festo, General Election, 1895). 


Speaking at 


| Canning Town last month Mr. D. Irving, also a 
| member of the S.D.F. Executive, declared that 
| ‘Sit does not matter a brass farthing whether 


| minster.” 


Balfour or Campbel! Bannerman reign at West- 
We agree. Let us be able to assert 


| that neither shall doso by the votes of Socialista, 


EpitoriaAL ComMitree. 





‘Editorial and Ma 


ore erie 


' QFFICIAL NOTICE. oe 
ilitate the transaction of the business of 

torial nagement Committee, appointed by 
the Executive Committee of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain to conduct its official Organ, members of 
the Party and other readers are particularly requested 
to address all literary communications to the Editorial 
Committee, 5, Arvon Road, Highbury, N., and all 
business correspondence, including Su and 
Advertisements, to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont Avenue, 
Edmonton, N. 


: , Secretary, 
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Special arran ents will be mad 
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The Socialist Standard, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1900. 


RUSSIA. 


REVOLUTION AND AFTER. 


Tue entry of Russia into the stage of machine 
production and international commercial inter- 
communication made it essential that there 
should be a limitation of the autocracy which 


had. hitherto dominated tuat empire. To en-. 


gage in competition for foreign and neutral 
markets- with other commercia] countries 
rendered it necessary that the press should be 
removed from the censorship of the ruling 
class, so that the widest publicity should be given 
to matters concerning commerce; that educa- 
tion should become more general, so that the 
worker might become a more efficient machine 
minder; that freedom of contract should be 


exhibited in all trade relations between mer-- 


chants and manufacturers, so as to secure 
equality of competition. 

With an autocracy interfering.in all matters, 
private or public, these freedoms desired by 
the middlezlass could not be secured, so that 
it was but a question of time how soon the 
growing middle-class would seek to secure 
political power for itself. This could only be 
obtained by the establishment of a constitu- 
tional government, either of the republican or 
of the monarchical form. 

Against this desire the autocracy exercised all 
its powers. The knout, the mines, Siberia—- 
these were some of the powers they used, and 
used mercilessly. As a result the agitation of 


the middle-class was driven below the surface. 


Secret societies, Nihilist societies were but the 
expression of the objects of the middle-class. 
True! they sometimes had the support of 
working men, but it was nevertheless a middle- 
class movement. The members were mainly 
from the commercial class, the professions, 
the students at the universities. These formed 
the centre of the movement. Any support 
they received trom the landed aristocracy, or 
from the uneducated working masses, was of 
minor import. . 

At the same time that this movement was 
going on, taxation in Russia was excessive. 
The autocracy, knowing that its only hépe for 
the maintenence of its stability was imperial 
aggrandisement, carried on wars against the 
weak and incoherent races of Asia, built rail- 
ways at immense cost for the furtherance of 
those warlike designs. The ruling class, finan- 
cially corrupt, and financially bankrupt, carrying 

{ 
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portion of the interest of suck borrowed money 

as was not itself pdid ‘withi the khbaley! borowed. 
The result was great distress'among many of 


communes. The Mir, instead of being a com-. 
mune carried on for the benefit of its members, 
was maintained as a machine for facilitating 
tlie collecting of taxes. | 

The distress was greatly augmented by the 
war with Japan, and recently hardly a week 
has passed without bearing of men mutilating 
themselves to prevent their being taken as 


soldiers, of wholesale emigration from Russia, sais, 
of murders of governors of towns and provinces. ° 


The working-class, too, -—that class which has 


to carry on the battles of its masters-- began | 


to manifest signs of unrest. Strike has followed 
strike in all parts of Russia. The desires ex- 
pressed have been for economic and political 
reform on the part of the workers, for political 
reform on the part of the middle-class, : 

In order to gain those desires a large number 
of the discontented wished to make a peaceable 
demonstration before the Winter Palace at 


St. Petersburg. These were no revolutionists ! 


they did not belong to Socialist Societies; nor 
did they believe in Socialist principles! _They 
were but unlettered working men with middle- 
class leaders, who believed that the Czar —the 


father of his people—had but to learn of their. 


wrongs to redress them. 

Poor- misguided workers! Foolish you, to 
believe that you could gain redress except from 
among yourselves. A ruling class whose 
interests are opposed unto yours will do nothing 
for you. -You must emancipate yourselves. 

This lesson, taught the workers in many 
countries, had yet to be learnt by, the Russian 
working-class. They had not sufficiently learnt 
that in other countries the military was a 
weapon used to quell strikes. Men and women 
shot down in Milan and Turin during the grain 
riots, when Leiter tried to corner the world’s 
supply of wheat; men struck down in the 


recent general strike in Italy; innocent men 


shot down in Featherstone; gunhoats sent to 
Hull during the ‘dock strike, and to Grimsby, 
and soldiers to Penrhyn during the strike there ; 
martial law declared in Colorado; men tortured 
to death in the Monjuich Prison at Barcelona ; 
Pinkertons used to shoot down the strikers at 
the steel works of Carnegie at Homestead ; 


strikers bludgeoned in the streets of Rosario. 


Everywhere the same civilised methods have 
been used, and will be used, when the workers 
strive to endanger the stability of commercial 
society by securing a greater quantity of the 
products of their own labour for their own 
consumption, - | 
Now this lesson is being taught in autocratic 
Russia, as it has been taught in Monarchica] 
England and Republican France. Hundreds of 
men, women, and children have been butchered 
in the streets of St. Petersburg. In other 
centres, too,a like answer has been given to 
the demands of the workers. The class struggle 
manifests itself clearly, and what will be the 
result in Russia? We fear that the result will 
be but the victory of the middle-class. The 
Constitutionalists in Russsia in 1905 will, like 
the Liberals in England in 1831, and the 
French middle-class in 1789, 1830, and 1848, 
use the working-class for their own ends, and 
then throw them over. e Russian worker is, 
we fear, too illiterate to understaud clearly his 
own class interest, and will, therefore, need 
years of education before he takes his place 
with the vanguard of the international working- 
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~ We think the result wi 


* 


1 rae I ti . 
be the disruption of 
the Russian empire into middle-class republics. 
Although to-day the revolutionaries in Finland 


will join with those in Poland, or Lithuania,’ 


and in the other Russian provitices in the same 
way as mi 


combine in opposition to the ruling.class, yet 


no sooner will they have achieved their victory, - 


and desire to carry on the constructive work of 
government than all the disharmony of jarring 
interests will be manifested. Then, too, one 
section of the vast empire will be found more 


advanced than another, and agreement will be 


obtained only by separation. ; 

Be this-as it may, it is for the Russian 
Socialist, as for the Socialist everywhere, to 
recognise that it is for him to carry on his pro- 
paganda.. He must use every -phase of the 
movement for the furtherance of his ideal, 
always remembering that neither the rule of 
the Zemstvos, nor of any other middle-class 


government, will mean emancipation for him - 


from his economic bondage. His hope must 
be in propagating his principles, in making 
capital out of every of his enemies, in 
reigns of government, in teaching them how 
best to use that government when they have it 


Whether this should be now, or should be | 
later, they should clearly recognise that the. - 


ment is with them, for any victory, of the 
Socialist movement in Russia will be a victory. 
for it everywhere, and would lend fresh hopes, 
and give a fresh incentive to their comrades 
throughout’ the world. The interests of the 
workers of all\ countries are the e—th 
establishment of| the Socialist Republic. — 


_A BRITISH TRUST GETS BIGGER: 
Tue Distillers’ Company, pert s have- in- 
timated that they have concluded an agreement 
with the United Distillers’ (Limited), of Belfast, 
whereby pes of nied shares of ie Trish 
com j to Distillers’ Company, 
ond eae ‘eke issue of capital to meet the 
purchase price. The United Distillers (Limited) 
belongs to three of the largest grain distillers 
in Ireland, and the purchase has been. made 
by the Scottish company to complete their con- 
trol of the production of snd pe whisky. 
The Distillers’ Company practically 3 
world’s markets now for this class of whisky, 
which is chiefly used by blenders. The existing 
‘capital of the Distillers Company is £1,920,000, 
and the. new capital will make it £2,100,000..- 


Tue Baking of bread by electricity should 
find considerable favour, not only on account 
of its economy and cleanliness, but because it 
would ‘afford a rational means of utilising the 
electric power of a egies time when it 
would not be required for lighting purposese— 
between midnight and midday. Should the 
process become general, it would be ible to 
abolish nightwork for bakers.—‘“‘ Coansatéesal 
Intelligence.” 


Inverary CastLe, and the extensive shooti 
attached, have been sublet by Mr. A. F. B. 
Cresswell, with the consent of the Duke of 
Argyll, to Mr. E. D. Jordan, of Boston, an 
American millionaire, who comes into occupa- 
tion this summer. Thus the aristocrat suc- 
cumbs to the power of the almighty dollar, 
and the plutocrat reigns in his stead. 


Last Monday it was announced from Middles- 
brough that there will be a reduction of 3d. 
per ton on the and 24 per cent. on 
other wages in the North of England iron ‘and 
steel trades during the months of February 
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The receipt of a copy of this paper is an 
Anvitation to subscribe. 
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"PARTY NOTES. 


:0: 


| | During February there will be two meetings of 


the Executive Committee, viz., Saturday 4th, at 
_3 p.m., and Tuesday 21st, at 7 p.m. The 
attendance of Party members to witness the 
proceedings of the Executive has been good so 


- far, but there is accommodation for more. In 


no better way can members become conversant 
with the working of the organisation than by 
assisting at these meetings. 


* 
¢ ® 


The following letter has been received from 
(Comrade Phillips :— | 
‘ “7th January, 1905. 

“ Dear Comrade,—Herewith I have plea- 
sure in enclosing £5, donation to the funds 
of the Socialist Party of Great Britain. I had 
originally intended -to contribute this sum to 
the S.D.F. War Chest, but fate in the shape 

_ of Burnley intervened. 
“ Yours fraternally, 
“H. C. PHILLLIPS.” 


If there are others who would like to invest 
their spare cash in the advancement of the 
Revolution, let them emulate the example of 
our Comrade Phillips. And remember that a 
thousand farthings spent in spreading the prin- 
ciples of revolutionary Socialism ‘are worth 
more a thousand pounds given to any 


reform party. 


e 
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The first Quarterly Delegate Meeting was 
held on Saturday, z1st January, at the Com- 
munist Club. F. C. Watts was unanimously 
elected Chairman, and the report of thé Creden- 


_ tials Committee showed there were twenty 


delegates present, representing eleven Branches, 
as follows :—Battersea|: H. T. Davey, A. Jones, 
_Edmonton: R. Kenny, A. Pearson. Fulham: 
E. J. Be Allen. Islington: .W. L. Augur, 
J. McNicol. Paddington: F. G. Thompson, 
F. C. Watts. Peckham: W.G. Killick, H. Mar- 
tin. Tooting: F. Reid.. Tottenham : L. Boyne, 
i W. Robertson. Watford: G. T. H. King, 

. R. Newlands. West Ham: G. C. H. Carter, 
W. Gifford. 


Wood Green: R. H. Kent, 
H. Crump. : 


+ 
* * 


The business of the meeting was “to receive 
the Quarterly Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and to deal. with same.” The Executive 
report showed that two new Branches had been 
formed, the Romford Division and the Totten- 
ham Branch, bringing the number of Branches 
on the list up to sixteen. With the exception 
of Southwark, all were in a state of activity, but 
the Clerkenwell and East London Branches 
required some strengthening. 


es | 


The Edmonton Branch topped the list as 
‘regards increase of membership. This result 
was due to the vigorous propaganda conducted 
by the local members, and it was to the efforts 
of the Edmonton comrades that the establish- 
ment of the Tottenham Branch was mainly 


attributable. 


* 
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The Treasurer’s statement indicated that the 
Party finances were in a sound condition. Our 
members, like the rest of the working-class, 
have been affected by the extraordinary wave of 
unemployment passing oxer the country, and 
the natural result has been that our revenue 
from the sale of dues stamps has fallen con. 
siderably, the actual decrease as compared with 
the previous, quarter being 50 per cent. 

* 
* * 

Te Socratst Stanparp has been published 
regularly, its circulation being well maintained 
during the winter, but to put the Party Organ 
on a self-supporting basis a considerably larger 
circulation would be needed. When the propa- 
ganda season opened, however, a greater sale 
would be achieved, and the regular holding of 
meetings, together with a thoroughly organised 
distribution, would, the Executive hoped, 
necessitate the printing of twice the present 
onantity, 


‘ 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 
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Hitherto our organising efforts had been 
devoted mainly to the metropolis, but this year 
new ground should be broken, and the Party 
brought to the knowledge of the workers in 
various provincial centres. The lack of the 
necessary funcds' was a great obstacle in this as 
well as in many other directions, but the Execu- 
tive were considering the problem of removing 
that barrier in the way of the growth of the 
Party. | 


= 
* * 


Generally, considering that we were in the 
winter mouths when propaganda is necessarily 
restricted, and in view of the fact that the Party 
Organ had been maintained, bearing also in 
mind that the position of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain as a factor in national and inter- 
national politics had steadily and materially 
advanced since its inception, the Executive 
believed they were justified in Stating that a 
Successful quarter's work had been accom- 
plished. 


* 
* * 


This was, apparently, the view of the dele- 
gates also, for having discussed the report, 
point by point, they adopted it by 17 vot€s to o. 


_ C. Lenane. 
i 
Correspondence 


Siz,—I write for information upon three 
points which perhaps you will think it worth 
while to deal with, or which you may not be 
averse to having discussed, through your 
columns. I believe my difficulties are shared 
by many others who, like myself, are trying to 
feel their way to a safe—because sound— 
position. I will, with your permission, set out 
the points as briefly as may be. 

I.—Tue Bocey or tHE Taxes. 

On this matter I have read with interest the 
article published over the name of J. Fitzgerald, 
but confess I cannot yet follow the argument as 
to the workers being unaffected by taxation. 

I can see that competitive conditions cause 
wages to revolve around the cost of subsistence 
of the labourer, but I must concede that, in the 
main, the present standard of comfort of the 
labourer is above the bare subsistence level. 
That 1s to say that,.in perhaps the majority ‘of 
cases, there is a margin—small enough, it may 
be, but still a margin—between what the 
labourer receives in wages and the amount 
necessary to defray his bare cost of living ; 
between what he does live on and what he could 
live on. 

Granting this, I do not clearly see why an 
increase-in the cost of living resulting from 
taxation should not affect the labourer to his 
detriment. Suppose a necessity of life—say 
bread —to cost sixpence per loaf, and suppose 
a tax equal to one penny per loaf is put upon 
grain. The labourer must have. bread and he 
must now pay sevenpence where formerly six. 
pence served. Would not that increase mean 
a reduction in his reserve or margin; a.harden- 
ing of his conditions of life? And does not 
that mean that he /s affected by taxation ? 

The same argument would apply in the case 
of an increase in the cost of a luxury—say 
tobacco or tea. The labourer would have to 
content himself with less of either, or both. 
Anyhow he would suffer. 

Of course, a small increase in taxation would 
not. necessarily imply a rise in price. But in 
the case of increases that do, is it not fair to 
conclude that the workers’ position would be so 
much the worse? Certainly it seems to me 
that, although the tendency may be for wages 
to rise in the proportion of the increase in 
price, the tendency would not be apparent imme- 
diately—would not perhaps manifest itself at 
all—and in the interval between the rise and 
the time when the wages would balance the 
extra expenditure, the worker would be worse 
off. Would that be the case or not? If so, 
are the workers affected by taxes or not? And 
if not why not? 


II.-Is tHe Sociactist PrRopaGANDIST 
NECESSARY ? 


eis is my second difficulty. I have heard 


it Certtended that the ienorance and arathy of 
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the workers of this country are due to the 
effect of adverse economic conditions which 
militate against any desire for study they may 
have started out with, and which too often 
crush out the aptitude for learning completely, 
Ignorance and apathy. it is said. are but the 


reflex. of material conditions. 


The remedy is 


the alteration vf those conditions, 

On the other hand, it is urged that no mate- 
rial improvement is possible in the present 
position of the worker unless the worker him- 
self awakes to an understanding of his position 
and the reasons for it, and has taken over th> 


means of production, &c. 


, in his own interests. 


Hence the Socialist propagandist. 
Here is the rub. The intelligence of the 
worker can only expand as a result of the alter- 


ation of his present conditions. 


Yet the 


alteration of the conditions is dependent upon 
the expansion of the working-class intelligence. 
The latter must precede the former, yet the 
former must precede the latter ! 

It occurs to me, of course, that the present 


form of production and 


disffibution must, by 


the laws of its developmen change. But will 
that alteration tend to produce enlightenment 


and dispel apathy in the 


the effect seems to be the other 
If, however, this is not so, if the 


werker? At present 
way about. 


intellectual 


development of the worker keeps even pace 

with his economic development, what is the 
use exactly of the Socialist propagandist ? 
I1I.—On Municipat. ENTEKPRISE. 

My last difficulty has to do with municipalism. 

I cannot see that the municipalisation of any 

public service can be other than a gain to the 


people. 


It has been stated that the small Capitalist 
class favour such enterprises because they (the 


enterprises) conserve their 
interests. 


I do not follow that. 


(the small capitalists’) 
Municipal 


stock may provide the small capitalists with safe 


investments, but only, it 


seems to me, while 


the loan remains unpaid. When the cost of 
the enterprise has been defrayed, that concern 
becomes public property—the property of the 
whole people. The capitalist has lost his gilt- 


edged security. 


Why cannot municipalism be regarded asa 
step—and a considerable step—towards the goal 
of the Co-operative Commonwealth? Why should 
it not indeed be regarded as an expression of 
the necessary and inevitable development of a 
sense of -citizenship in the worker ? 

In conclusion, Sir, I ask that you will not 
think these questions are put idly, or with any 
other than a desire for information. The ques- 


tions are knotty ones to me. 


I know they are: 


knotty to many others also. To deal with them 


would, I feel convinced, 


be good propaganda 


work. To have a “Doubts and Difficulties ” 


column would be good 


business, and most 


helpful to little thinkers stumbling in the dark. 
I submit the notion to your kind consideration, 


and am, Sir, yours, &c., 


“IGNORAMUS.” 


[We shall be pleased to have the comments 


of our readers upon the 


points raised in our 


correspondent’s letter, and should any of our 
readers have any “ Doubts or Difficulties ”’ on 
any question bearing, however distantly, upon 
Socialism, we shall endeavour to remove them. 


If a suffcient number of 


questions are asked 


we shall be very pleased to devote the necessary 
Space to their answer.—Ep. Committkr. | 


————E——— 


“For our party, and for our party tactics, 
there is but one valid basis: the basis of the 
class-struggle, out of which the Socialist Party 
has sprung up, and out of which alone it can 
draw the necessary strength to bid defiance to 


every storm, and to all its enemies. .. . 


We 


may not do as other parties, because we are not 
like the others. We are—and this cannot be 
too often repeated —separated from all other 
parties by an insurmountable barrier, a barrier 
that any individual can easily surmount: but 
; once on the other side 
Socialist... . Justin this fact lies out strength, 
| that we are not like the others, but that we are 


their deadly enemy, who 


of it, and he is no 


have sworn to storm 


the Bastille of Capitalism, whose defenders all 
those others are. Therefore we are only strong 


when we are alone.” 


TLirneypenn, 
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THE SOCIAL, PROBLEM , 
~. . AND | 
ITS SOLUTION. 


IL.—SOLUTION. 
~ ‘Tue solution of the social 


y 
complete divorce of the two factors in 
tion, labour and property or. capital;, 

hha aan els 
"Under what form ought this “ancation to 
be effected ? base V 


not be carried out by making the indi- 
te roprietor of his tool sinte this 


a miracle for their 


And the dome to the builder, 


©. as they sing in what is for them their “Mar | 1 
Ss ain illaise.” 


The only possi 
which is impoged b 


- maany counties, the railways that. stretch their 
pay aT over entire continents, commercial 
establishments like the- Louvre @hd Bon Marché 
disposing of the lives of thousands of workers, 

‘do not, not one of them, lend themselves to. com- 
munalisation, no more than the other machinery 


of production, distribution, or transport. Con-. 


uent upon the transmission of force by 
aaa of icity, thé waterfalls to-day and 
the tides tomorrow can be converted into motive 
powers. With this fact in mind, how is it pos- 
sible to consider seriously, for one moment, 
notion of the monopolisation—I had nearly 
said confiscation—of these natural powers, now 
become the condition of all industry, by some 
localities to the detriment of others? — 
The guild form is likewise brought into col- 
lision with other impossibilities of a similar 
‘nature. In fact, both forms, by the competition 
which would be kept up between the various 
productive groups, here guild, there communal, 
would bring in their train the same murderous 
anarchy as exists to-day under capitalist society. 
It is only collectively that the workers, com- 
prising the entire nation, can and ought to pos- 
sess the means of wealth (mines, railways, can- 
als, factories, etc.) socially operated. Capitalist 
evolution itself supplies the necessary elements, 
material and in l, of this APPROPRI- 
ATION and of this PRODUCTION BY AND 
FOR Soe become a vast co-opera- 
ive commonw z 
OATERIAL ELEMENTS. The concentra- 
tion of capital that is effected every day in the 
spheres of industry, commerce, and agriculture 
—the great man es just as the no less 
great commerce and agriculture of to-day being 
impelled to swallow up the middle capitalists 
in the same way as the smaller.ones have been 
swallowed. From 1870 to 1880, when in 
the United States the number of spindles in- 
creased from 7,131,818 to 10,678,526 and the 
number of spinners from 157,310 to 227,156 
-with an increased value of from 562,825,164 
francs to 831,127,472 francs, the cotton mauu- 
factories fell from 959 to 751. It is the function 
of finance, by continually wales, fi surplus 
incomes, to hurry on this accumulation under 
the pretext of democratising capital. — 
INTELLECTUAL ELEMENTS: The con- 
centration of all physical and mental activities 
in the non-possessing class or proletariat from 
the fireman and greaser of the wheels to the 


comse- | 
remedy can be found only in their 


by the- 


ie 
s 


FEE 


have 
destructive class-war 


1 E pf i 


(a) 


present 


atl 


es 
Dat cn SE Set TS kes 
> ~ iv a a * . + 


= 
" ~ a 

/ ’ 
¥ 

£ 
-! Fett * 

: . 

rs . 


ment of men gives plac 


of things. ds fs Gaseign of social pence, dang - It. is only when the: econ 


ter of universal b 


on the contrary, 
blossom forth into the fullest perfection when 
Socialist State. Liberty provides the means of ac- 


will and thérefore of entiatying 
exist for all, multiplied by social labour, which, 
in point of productivity, stands in the same re- 
lation to modern capitalist industry as this 
latter does to small primitive industry. At the 
same time the effort to be made by each mem- 
ber of the community will be reduced to a min- 
imum. 

The socially 7 labourtime to be 
furnished by each capable member of the | 
Socialist State will likewise be reduced: — 

(a) By the suppression of slack seasons, 
which are the rule to-day in so many trades 
during periods of from three to six months per 
year, as well as stoppages which doom to 
enforced idleness hun of thousands of 
workers, men and women, giving them over to 
the bitter pangs of starvation. slack 
seasons and stop are the result, as Prof. 
Durkheim of Bordeaux very well puts it, of “the 

ic functions 


| too great diffusion of the esonomic 
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and benefit yourself by purchasing your goods at 
The Stores, 127, York Rd:, Battersea. 
5 per cent given to purchasers and 5 per cent of ~ 


fits given to Branches. Trading vouchers cana 
of Secretary, Battersea Branch. 


All Goods at Store Prices. 


Tho Socialist Party of Great Britain, 


_BATTERSEA.. BRANCH. _ 


A Grand Bazaar 
| Will be held at 
SYDNEY MAbh, 
York Road, Battersea. 

+ DURINGYEASTER. + 

Full particulars later. > 
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Popuiea ; eal Deterioration and Education. . 


Tr is frequently asserted by patrons of monopol 
that the educating of the chao has been ate 
mal fatlure. _The snob-employer says it resent- 
fully when dismissing some gudacious demand 
__for wage. increase, the patrician superciliously 
‘when some hireling makes him aware of the 
vwightaof men. The ¢éleric contemplating his 
empty conventicle likewise laments the di 
trousresults of education. Each and all ascribe 
the table condition of revolt to the danger- 
ousness of a little learning. Viewed with capital- 
ist eyes, if Education,evokes . 
it is indeed anathema, but to the Socialist the 
_murmur of the master is a of hope. 
Is, or is not, compulsory education a waste of 
public funds ? 
~” Under existing conditions a vast amount of 
expenditure receives no ultimate return what- 
ever. Statistics of five years 
75 ® of the lowest class who 
all the standards of school: 


following 


ras 

dren 

by his 

ior whose childhood was unharassed 

fluctuations. If it be true that “ 
odges, Slesp will not lie ” 

ven that study and worry 

with another. How is it 

horrors of the home can bé 

joys of knowledge ? 

ones come to morning 


‘Again, compare the average age of scholars in 
higher grade and very poor schools. It is two 
years behind in the latter case; and then, too, 
the middle-class school displays no such divis- 


' jonsasare found in the less favoured one. Here 


the pupils are classified thus—An_ intelli 
rity, who, by dint of ingessant drudge 
Will be capable of passing ‘up one standard every 
twelve months, then the obviously dull, who will 
be tutored in same class two or more years,— 
sometimes when the-age-limit of fourteen is 
reached the child is stil] in. theSecond Standard, 
—thirdly, those most pathetic specimens, pupils 
passed on from our defective centres. Very few 
ple have any idea of the vast expense of these 
fittle citizens to the nation ! 

Although the Code of Instruction is supposed 
to be compiled for all schools undér Government 
there is a significant clause in it to the effect 
that all regulations shall be enforced “as far as 
circumstances will permit.” After arduous at- 
tempts to adopt the full curriculum the exemp- 
ticst has over and over again had to be claimed, 
owing to thetotal inability of thelearners to grasp 
more than the merest rudiments. Inspectors 
will discourage -the ambitions of a freshl¥ in- 
stalled head-teacher who places before them for 
their approval a most comprehensive syllabus, 
One who has just retired after many years ser- 
vice aaid that it was a sheer impossibility and 
absurdity to seek to compel such stunted capa- 
cities to comprehend anything which required 
concentration of thought. 

Various illustrations can be cited of teachers 
who have believed not these reports, but, with 
a fgith in their own powers beautiful to behold, 
have made a brave fight to establish more advan- 


ced subjects,—several of such disillusioned ones | sent. 
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2 THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


enemas 
OBJECT. 
The ‘establishment of a system of society based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 


instruments for producing and distributing wealth by and in the 
interest of the whole community. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
$9 HOLDS— 


| That society as at present constituted is based’ upon the own- 
ership of the means of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 
That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 
manifesting i as a class struggle, between those who possess 
but do not produce, and those who produce but do not possess. 
That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 
of the working-class from the domination of the master-class, by 
the conversion into the common property of society of the means 
of production and distribution, and their democratic control by the 
whole people. | 
That as in the order of social evolution the working-class is 
_, the last class to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will irivolve the emancipation of all mankind with- 
out distinction of race or sex. 
- That this emancipation must be the work of the working 
Class" itself. : 
That as the machinery of. government, including the ‘armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the ete 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working-~ 
class must epanise consciously and politically for the Sceianeet ) 
the powers of government, national and local,-in order that this 
machinery, including these forces, may be converted from an 
instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation and the 
overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. 
That as all political parties are but the expression of class 
_ interests, and as the interest of the working-class is diametrically 
opposed to the interests of al] sections of the master-class, the 
party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 
| other party. aa 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
of political action determined to wage war against all other political @ 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
: upon the members of the working-class of this country to muster g 
under its banner to the end that a speedy termination may be 2 
| wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their y) 
y) labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 2 
» equality, and slavery to freedom. ? 
Sd 


are personally known to the penner,—whoafter | ANSWERS T0 CORRESPONDENTS. 


strenuous‘struggles have abandoned the posi- | 
tion: beating the air is 4 singularly dishearten- | OT ee ee ee ian 

: : . | F. u rg).—Thanks for congratulations. 
ing process. Even in lessons such as Drill when We shall do our best to hold aloft the flag here.* 
acumen 1s not demanded the body-conquerin : é 

é 3 : h y 1: & J. E.\(Kirkintilloch).—Back numbers have been sent 
sider ite every meg t ere are a ildren and your request with regard to future issues shall 

wea 6 muscu exercise, an(_i many be complied with. 

of the others are utterly wearied by half-an- | Fr. M. (Hamburg).—If you will state wherein we 
hour’s training. differ as to the tactics to be pursued by 


Tonemme wemuiathe failerabubdomt | oe wikes, Weoukittehn ee 
attribute it to the causes so frequently assigned, promised. The historical sketches showing the 
but to the dwarfing due to semi-starvation. development of free thought in this country would 
Reforming the methods employed. altering the of course be of good educational value, and your 
requirements, or any reform whatever will be int will oe ore in ita but THE So- 
futile: the sound, healthy body and teachable CIALIST STANDARD functions purely as a Socialist 
mind cannot be the lot of the youth of the nation 


propagandist journal, and the calls on our limited 
: Space are too great already. When we can afford 
under Capitalazm.—Kate Hawkins. . 


an enlarged issue the scope of our observations 
can be extended. 

H. J. H. (Euston).—Business communications should 
be addressed as per official notice on page 4. 

M. F. (Vienna).—Your request has been attended to. 

J. H. W. (Denmark Hill).—Your communication is 

dealt with separately in this issue. 

A. S. (Prague).—Remittances need not be crossed. 
we have not yet opened a banking account. 

PeckHAM Brancu.—Thanks for sight of document. It 
is being returned. Please inform your Branch Cor- 
respondent that reports should be sent to 5, Arvon 
Road, Highbury, N. A delay of one week has 
occurred im the receipt of the last communication 
Owing to this instruction not being observed. 

J. H. K. (Ilford), J. P. W. (Dulwich), and others.—_ 
Matter received. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 

’ ~ Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W. 

| Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


rr 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. | 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington | 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be | 
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intention to publish as fourth book of | . 


<  Capleal? were, after Engel’s death, entrusted 
to Karl Kautsky, who is now about to commence 
their publication. , 

it had? been recognised, however, that these 
Wet could not be made a continuation of the 
unfinished ‘“‘Capital.”” They will be issued as a 
study on the Zheortes of Surplus- Value, in 
three volumes, the ped of w ich has um 
“PWe stale ‘a Nassife therefrom, not, Tet 7 it 
be understood, as being one of the most impor- 
tant, but to give our readers, as well as oursélves. 
the pleasure of again enjoying that caustic and 
cruelly paradoxical irony which is to be found. 
in the notes to the first volume of “ Capi 
There Marx answers in this humoristic fashion, 
by a: reductio ad absurdum, the common-place 
vapourings of bourgeois economy about the 


“intellectual production” intended to extol the 


services rendered to the “ national wealth ” by 
the luxury and “ intellectual labour” of the 
capitalist, 

“A philosopher prodiicés ideas, a poet 
verses, a preacher sermons, a professor text- 
books, etc. A criminal produces crimes. 
If we consider more in detail the relation 
which this last branch of production bears 
to Sociéty asa whole, many prejridices will 
be removed. 

‘The criminal produces not alone crimes, 
but also criminal law, and thence the professor 
who gives lectures thereon, together with 
the inevitable text-books in which this very 
same professor throws his discourses in the 

uality of ‘goods,’ on the .world market. 
Thus is an increase of the national wealth 
produced, without counting the individual 
joy which, according to a competent witness, 
Prof. Roscher, the manuscript of the text- 
book affords to the author himself. 

‘Moreover, the criminal produces all 
correctional and criminal justice; the police, 
judges, hangmen, juries, etc., as well as the 
various branches of industry, which form 
just as many categories of the division of 
social labour, develope different faculties of 
the human mind, create new wants, and new 
means of satisfying them. Torture more than 
anything else has given place to the most 
ingenious mechanical inventions, and em- 
ploys in the production Of its machines 
quite an army of honest artizans. 

“‘The criminal produces an impression, 
good or bad, as the case may be, and thus 
renders a ‘“‘service’’ to the movement of the 
moral and esthetic sentiments of the public. 
He produces not only text-boooks on 
criminal law, not only the penal law and 
thereby the legislators. of the penal law, 
but also art, literature, novels, and even 
tragedies, as is proved by the Fauée of 
Millner, the Brigands of Schiller, and even 
by (Edipe and Richard [7]. The criminal 
breaks the monotony and daily security of 
bourgeois life, and thus guarantees it against 
stagnation and arouses that exciterhent‘and 
restlessness without which even the spur of 
competition would. be blunted. In this 
manner he furnishes a stimulant to the pro- 
ductive forces. While crime withdraws from 
the labour market a part of the superfluous 
population, thus diminishing competition 
among the workers, and preventing to a 
certain degree the fall of wages below the 
minimum, the war against crime absorbs 
another part of this same population. Thus 
it is that the criminal intervenes as a natural 
leveller, which restores a just equilibrium 
and opens up a new perspective of branches 
of ‘useful’ occupations. 

“The influence of the criminal on the 
development of productive forces can be 
shown even in detail. Would the lock- 
smiths have arrived at their present perfection 
were there no burglars? Would the making 


* Theorien tiber den Mehrwert, aus dem nachgelas- 
senem Manuskript Zur Kritik der polotischen Ekonomie 
von Karl Marx, herausgegeben von Karl Kautsky.— 
Die Awfawge der Theorie vom Mehrwert bis Adam 
Smith —Stuggart, J. W. H. Dietz Machf, 1905. 
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of oak -eidbis Rt reached its presen . 
> fection” if tatre” wird nb forgers? < 

, the microscope have found its. way in bese 

Babbage) without 


* the trade? Does not 
practical chemistry, owe as much to the 


adulteration of goods, and to the rts 
made, for its detection, as to the noble zeal 
for production? Crime, by ever new means 
of attack ‘against: property, calls into being 
equally new means to defend it, and thus 
exercises an influence quite as productive as 
strikes on the invention of machines. 
“And, if. we leave ald pie consideration of 
7, aed ow’ bay * onli id market 
ro ut “wi crime, would 
even the national market haye existed? Is 


it not the tree of sin which is, at = same ||: 


time, since Adam, the tree of ecieece 
“ Mandeville, in his-*‘Fable 

(1708), had already demonstrated Bey Ar ae 
tivity of all classes of trade in England, etc., 
and shows in general the tendency of all 
this reasoning: ‘What we call evil in this 
‘world, the moral evil as well,as nataral 
‘ evil, is the grand principle which makes of 

‘us social beings, is-the solid foundation, 
‘the life and support of all industries and 

* professions, without exception ; it-is there 
‘ we should search for the true origin of all 
‘the arts, and all the sciences; and the 


“But Mandeville i ‘far bolder, and more 
straight forward than the, narrow-minded 
apologists of midde-lase Society.” 


o. . . 


" PEOKHAM. =~ 
In Peckham we have not been lacking in 


energy, our Branch meetings continue to be | 


well attended. 

We have had to give up outdoor meetings 
on account of the weather, but we intend: to 
hold indoor meetings if we can manage to get 
the use of a school-room or any convenient 


lace. 

‘ The Liberals have had another meeting in 
the Peckham Tabernacle, a hall that holds 
between three and four hundred people, but.it 
received very little support, as there were only 


about one hundred persons present. They had 
a special speaker sent down by the Liberal 
Party,a Mr. Paul, who was assisted by Lord 
Monkswell, and others. - 

The meeting'wag in support of the candida- 
ture of Mr. dard Clark, a candidate by 
Devine right, who told the meeting that it cost 
him £5 more a week in sugar, and that it was 
time he entered Parliament as a Liberal. We 
fear, however, that it is not cheap sugar, but 


‘the sweets of office the Liberals want. 


About a dozen of our members turned up, 


and made it very uncomfortable for Messrs. | 


Paul; Monkswell, Clark & Co. with questions; 
so that they closed the meeting in a hurry, or, 
perhaps, the meeting was not quite sweet 
enough for them, in spite of sugar. 

Our Friday crane discussions still take 
place, and we shall be glad to welcome any 
comrades at them. 

We also have a Tea and Social on the-first 
Sunday in every month, at which we enjoy 
ourselves, and trust all comrades who can will 
come and enjoy themselves with us. 

W. Russe xt. 


Branch Secretaries and others. 
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The Socialist Party 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 

BATTERSEA—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew. St., 
Latchmere tate, Battersea, S.W. Braoch 
méets every Monday at 8.80 p.m. at Sydney 

, Hall, York | Road, Battersea, ow. . 

CENTRAL:—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist ‘Ciub, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central nch can be obtained only 

_ through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
. tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets ev 
is and 3rd Sunday in each month at 3 nhl 

at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central). GE letcher, Sec., 305, 
Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch 
meets every Friday at the Secretary’ 

sifeety th —R. Kenn Secretary, 35, Aa Rd., 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 


' FULHAM,.—E. J.B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 


pears Fulham Cross, S.W 
very Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 
ISLINGTON. —Padraig Ua. 
Birnam -R Park, 
meets San eihind Me tiscttr a thoment 
* at 8.30 pim. at the “* Hope Coffee Tavern,” 
112, Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park; N. 

PADD INGE A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.80 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 

“Tavern (hak of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. . 
PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina me Be 
Nushead; S.E- Branch meets ev ay 

at 8.80 p.m., at 33, High St, Fates deers Ss. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—]J. Kent, Secreta’ ,5, Rut- . 
land Road, Ilford. rasch meets and 4th 
Fridays in each month at 8.30 at jsucrminty'S 
address, - 

SOUTHWARK.—S: Eden, Secretary, 63, Penrose 
St.; Walworth. Branch mee omy Friday 

_ at 8,80 p.m., at the Café, at 


meets 


TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
ments every Wednesday at 8.80 p.m. at above 
address. . 


WATFORD.—D. R. Newlands, Secretary, 5, High- 
field Rd., Bushey, Herts. Bsatich meets every — 
Friday at 8 p.m., 73, Harwoods Rd., Watford. 
.Economic Class every Sunday at 3 p.m. 


WEST HAM.—G. J. Hodson, Saag ef ‘Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E.. Branch meets 
every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 


WOOD GREEN. J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
- Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
_ Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, 
BATTERSEA, S.w. 


Sunday Night Lectures. 


The following Lectures will be delivered at the 
above hall during January : 


Feb. 5: F. C. LEIGH. 
Subject: CRIME and the CRIM- 


INAL. 
Feb. 12: JOHN KENT. 
Subject: FREE TRADE a failure ; 
PROTECTION hopeless ; 
the rcal evil and only 


| remedy. 
Feb. 19: - BELSEY. ~ . 
‘Subject: EVOLUTION in SOCIETY. 
Feb. 26: H. NEUMANN. 
Subject ; ORTHODOX POLITIC 
MARXIAN ECONOMICS. 
A. ANDERSON. 
The CURSE of COM- 
PROMISE. 
TIME 7 p.m. ADMISSION FREE.. 
ALL WORKERS INVITED. 


March 5: 
Subject ; 


~~ Printed by Jacomb Bros., 2a, Wingfield Road, Stratford, E, for the Proprietors, The Socialist Party of Great Britain, and published by C, Lehane, Gen, Secretary, 107, Charlotte St., W. 
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A LOOK ROUND. 


TE people of this ‘country always forget and 
always forgive and the capitalist politicians can 
do and say anything without troubling whether 
they are acting consistently. Ofttimes they de- 
liberately contradict themselves. It is part of 
the game. : 


eo” ¢ 
Our fearful misgovernment of the Indian Em- 
pire has produced one of the most appalling fam- 
ines on record, yet the English conquerors seem 
to be generally indifferent to the sufferings of 
the victims. . . . In face of these manifold 
wrongs the alleged Liberal leaders are silent. 
What a contemptible gang! . . . It was very 
amusing to hear Sir H. U. Bannerman say that 
the nation was “ thunderstruck”’ at the revela- 
tions of Mr. Burdett-Coutts. Had he read “ Rey- 
nold’s Newspaper” he would have found durin 
the last six months numerous letters from sol- 
diers containing these exact charges. It shows 
how well he is qualified for leadership, being un- 
aware of the exposures which we have made. 
W. M. T., in “ Reynold’s,” July 8th, 1904. 
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We have no hesitation in saying that any 
Liberal member who, publicly or privately, in- 
trigues to prevent Sir H. Campbell Bannerman 
from being the next Liberal premier, ought to 
be regarded as an enemy to the party of pro- 
gress. The votes of the Radical Democrats 
ought to go to the Tory rather than to such a 
traitor to the decencies of public life in this 
country. 

W. M. T., in “ Reynold’s,” Feb. 12th, 1905. 
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For obvious reasons, lawyers, in particular, 
require good memories. 

e «6 

In a recent issue of the “Clarion,” Mr. R. B- 
Suthers waxes indignant at the “raging, tear- 
ing, jingoistic screeching ” of the “ Daily Mail’” 
because that journal perpetrated a provocative 
headline toa report of a certain rabid speech by 
@ minor member of the Government surnamed 
Lee. The objectional headline read “ Our Naval 
Eye on Germany,” and was calculated, says Mr. 
Suthers, ‘‘to foment hatred between us and 
Germany” and was therefore “wicked and 
criminal.” Yet we do not remember to have 
read a’ similar condemnation of the “raging, 
tearing, jingoistic screeching” of Mr. Robert 
Blatchford, also of the ‘‘Clarion,” who, a few 
weeks back, was so strenuously urging that we 
should keep our Military Eye on Germany be- 
cause he thought he could see Germany’s Naval 
Eye on us, and who was 80 anxious that we 
should be in a position to blow Germany out of 
the North Sea. Mr. Suthers’ just and righteou 
indignation would be miore effective if he had 
first given some indication of his desire to set 
his own house in order. As it is, his protest 
falls flat because it does not ring true and he 
lays himself open to the retort discourteous of 
the “‘ Daily Mail.” 

o - & 

He was going the next day with other com- 
rade¢ to meet the Prime Minister. (A voice: 
‘“‘ What’s the ?”) He did not think it would 
be much but if the proposals they laid be- 
fore him were carried out he believed it would 
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be the means of remedying for the time being 

some of the misery which they saw around them. 
W. Tuorne, at Canning Town, Feb. 6th, 1905. 
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_All the money coming into West Ham had 
hindered them from carrying on the fight so 
vigorously as they might otherwise have done, 
for when they had wiped out a little of the mis- 
cry the workers had become the more contented 
‘and drifted back into the old conditions. 
- A. Haypay, at the same meeting. 
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“‘ What’s the good ” of raising false hopes in 
the hearts of the people and encouraging them 
to look to the capitalist party to deal with the 
unemployed problem? What’s the good of ne- 
glecting revolutionary pro nda in order to 
distribute relief tickets? Is there not a suffici- 
ent number of charity-mongers to do this prop- 

ing up of the capitalist system ? Hayday, Jack 

ones, McAllen, Mercer and others could surely 
find more useful employment, from a Socialist 
standpoint, than that of appealing to the ex- 
ploiters to “lull the cry of toil and spare a trifle 
from the spoil.” 


e°o 


Hodge is a poor patient plodder, who lives 
his monotonous life driving horses and wag- 
gons, toiling in damp fields, and drinking in 
village ale-houses, with sage and onions hang- 
ing from the rafters and sawdust strewn over 
the floors. . . . He jogs out his plodding, pa- 
tient, uncomplaining existence until, rheumatic- 
ridden, he inevitably seeks aid from the rural 
guardians, tg be questioned sharply by the chair- 
man, with tle white waistcoat and the double 
chin, as to his sinful remissness in neglecting 
to provide for himself in old age. Provide for 
old age out of 10s. a week and a cottage !— 
somethi 
cham 
flash 


e squandered by his “betters” in a 
don bar any night.— Lonpon Ormion. 
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“As Artemus Ward held that an occasional 
joke improved a comic paper, I hold that a 
Socialist paper should contain some Socialism,” 
says Mr. R. Blatchford in the “Clarion.” After 
this avowal we shall look forward to future 
issues of that journal with great expectations. 
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We greatly regret that Councillor Ewell Mc 
Allen, of the S.D.F., is pursuing a line of con- 
duct which is not only calculated to bring that 
body into disrepute, but also to discredit the 
Socialist movement in general. At a meeting of 
the West Ham Town Council last rfonth he “let 
himself go” with the following choice interrup- 
tions: “ Dirty Crow, black Crow !” ‘‘ You para- 
lysed parasite! You greasy reptile! You miser- 
able liar!” “Sit down, monkey face!” “ With- 
draw, you cur. Monkey face, withdraw. You 
cur!” Any person of average intelligence can 
acquire a sufficient knowledge of the Socialist 

ition to be enabled to crush his opponents 
Fearrefitable arguments, without recourse to 
mere abuse. If Councillor McAllen does not 
recognise this or has not sufficiently studied 
Socialism to place himself ina position to argue 
with its antagonists, then he should surely 
resign his public position until, by study and 
reflection, he has become a really “ fit and pro- 
per person ’”’ to champion the Cause. 


MARCH, 1905. 


ing less than the price of a bottle of. 


[Monruiy, Onze Penny 

The Saturday evening editions of the “‘ King’s 
Lynn News” have contained some caustic com- 
ments on the recent actions of Mr. J. J. Kidd, 
who has suggested that £25 should be raised 
for the purpose of contesting Lynn, in order 
to “teach the Liberal Party a few lessons.”” We 
think those who read the letters which we 
printed in our last issue will agree that this 
shinin light of the S.D.F. Executive should 
learn the elementary principles of Socialist pol- 
icy before attempting to instruct the Tiberale, 
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By the way, this aie which is to be “ taught 
lessons,”’ has been described in the Critical, but 
not always careful, Chronicle of “Justice” as 
“having become entirely and hopelessly demor- 
alised, without leaders, withont a policy, or 
principles, or enthusiasm, or initiative, or vig- 
our” and as “absolutely dead and done for.” 
Why, then, should the S.D.F. worry about it ? 


* 
* 6 

The ‘King’s Lynn: News” reprints the 
greater portion of our comments on the Jermyn- 
Kidd incident and thinks that our “ drastic 
language” is “calculated to make Mr. Kidd 
throw a flower pot at the neighbour’s cat.” No 
one more deeply regrets than we the necessity 
for such “ drastic language,” although, of course, 
the S.D.F. will not consider that anything wrong 
was done. That Body officially supports Liberal 
candidates and permits its members to do so, 
Mr. Kidd, therefore, only did that which the 
Body has already sanctioned. 
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In one respect, however, it is necessary to 
correct the “ King’s Lynn News.” It says “ Mr. 
Kidd gets it hot and strong from the official 
organ of his own party.” Let it be distinctly 
understood that Mr. Kidd is in no way connected 
with The Socialist Party of Great Britain. He 
is, a8 we have already stated, a member of the 
Executive Council of the Social-Democratic 
Federation, which declares that between Liberal- 
ism and Socialism there is not only opposition of 
tactics, but also antagonism of principle, which 
it is impossible to get over. Therefore to pre- 
tend to be on good terms with people who are 
not going their way and have no intention of 
travelling in their direction would be to hamper 
the action of Socialism in regard to matters 
which they deem crucial. This position was 
stated by H. M. Hyndman at Holborn Town 
Hall, on April 9th, 1899. But the S.D.F. has 
long since ceased to practise that which it 
preaches, hence the recent split and the found- 
ing of The Socialist Party of Great Britain. As 
a member of the 8.D.F., even as one of the 
Executive of that body, Mr. Kidd did nothing 
extraordinary in supporting a Liberal, although 
his methods were somewhat clumsy. No mem- 
ber of The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
would be permitted to support a Liberal or any 
other non-Socialist. As will be seen by the 
Declaration of Principles on page 7, the Party 
enters the field of political action determined to 
wage war against all other parties, whether 
alleged labour or avowedly capitalist. It is 
definite in policy as well as principle and for 
that reason the working-class will, sooner or 


| later, recognise that it is the only party worthy 


of their confidence and support. 
J. Kay, 
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THERE appears to be some whe confusion of thoug ht 
among Socialists as to'the true value and rela- 
tiye application of ‘the words “evolution” and 
“ revolution.” : e 
~ Influenced doubtless by Karl Kautsky’s reas- 
ution,” many students 
, that the. terms ares 7 
mithis being the case, the wo 
‘they covey are.in diréct an- 


ally the existing order of things,\which, left to 
thomselvea—that is, had natural evolution been 
unchecked —would have developed into some- 
thing quite different. iA 
Here we may see the fundamental difference 
between evolution and rid eae ble! ppcend 
means 3 gradual growth rat to this, wi 
& CO} one link so closely forged that the 
careful student may clearly see the second 
lved from the first. 
"OH the other hand, revolution is a force which 
comes in at certain periods, completely snapping 
the connecting link between the old and the 
new, rendering impossible, for the time at least, 


to . Pee 


ere , when the wheel 


inet th 


moved backwards—imvolution. First, the Gir- 
ondists, 


ad; the Jacobins, then the reaction: 


So, them, we see that revolution can both 
build up:and pull down, the latter power being 
altogether outside the province of evolution. 

‘This should be quite sufficient to prove that 
the two words we gre discussing do not mean 


‘ 


one and the same thing, but let us go a little 


The @ italist was not caused by dir- 


brought 


way 
inery was ani | m, 
it did not produce it. The change it caused. in. 
the of production then prevailing, how- 
ever, constituted a revolution, a revolution which 
cut off at once the further development of the 
old machinery. << 

The same may be said of many other things. 
For example, gunpowder as an aid toslaughter, 


was not evolvéd through the weapons of its day. |. for, 


It was a distinct invention or digeovery, and its 


introduction caused a revolution in tht art of 


the further development of theold. Thechange | 


revolution produces may of course go on evol- 
ving, but we must not forget that revolution 
brought that particular phase of evolution into 
existence. In doing this it necessarily destroyed 
the line of evolution which preceded the out- 
break or upheaval, proving that revolution was 
op to evolution on those lines. _ 

ut, you will say, the Revolution aided the 
evolution of the French to a higher conception 
of equity and brotherhood. Quite 80, but that 
by no means proves that revolution is an essen- 
tial part of evolution, or that in fact it has any 
collateral relationship. Perhaps my meaning 
may be made clearer by an illustration. 

If we took a boy from sordid and degraded 
surroundings and placed him in a refined and 
cultured environment, we should have revolu- 
tionised the life of that boy. His evolution to 
manhood would continue at about the same 
rate as if he had been left in the slum, but the 
evolutionary process would be of an entirely 
different natyre. This change would have been 
brought about by stopping his old line of evol- 
ution and starting him on a new one—in other 
words, revolution has stepped in and performed 
its function, which is checking one form of 
evolution and supplanting it by another. 

Now supposing that after the boy had spent 
two years in his superior environment, we then 
return him to the slum. That would mark an- 
other revolution in his life, and by that act you 
would be doing your utmost to set up the pro- 
cess of involution, which is the opposite to evol- 
ution. In short, you would be trying to get that 
boy back to the state in which you found hin. 

What inay be said of the individual may be 
said of nations, and thus we see that revolution 
can not only elevate, that is, evolve, but it has 
power to degrade, to lower, to involve; again 
proving it is distinct from evolution, for were it 
the same thing it could not act in opposition to 
itself. a 

I am quite aware that an individual may rise 
above or fall below his environment, but that in 
no way affects the force of my illustration. _ 

Involution is quite as important a factor in 
this question as evolution, for it has manifested 
itself, more or less, through every revolution. 

For instance, the F rench people made no 
practical or lasting use of their splendid oppor- 
tunities. There was in their Kevolution the 


is ready for its new conditions, I 


| 


| 
| 


: application of steam to locomotion was 
a tion, for it did- not evolve through 
the old stage coaches or any other then known 
means of transit; it was in fact a dis- 
covery. But having proved its usefuln the 
application of steam has gone on being evolved 
right down to the present day. Electricity in _ 
its turn has produced a revolution im the appli- 
cation of energy. 

Neither of theae forces became known through 


a channel which may be termed evolutionary, 


for neither grew out of its immediate prede- 
cessor in the world of dynamics. — — 

Let me give another illustration; the well- 
known one of the egg and the chicken. 

In this case, nature’s design—if I niay use 
such a term in this connection—is to evolve from 
the germ within the egg a member of the species 
by which that egg was laid. To bring that 
member to maturity, or in other words, ‘to evolve 
it, so that it may in turn assist in the propaga- 
tion of its species, is surely a natural law. 

Anything which interferes with the action of 
that law is revolutionary, bringing evolution to 
a halt, either in the egg or the chicken. That 
is to say, if I break the shell before the chicken 
displacing 
evolution by revolution. If I Kill the chicken 
before it is matured, Iam doing the same thing. 

Evolution, ia ge with the germ in the 
egg, is not complete till that germ has evolved 
iato the fully matured bird, the breaking of the 
shell when the chicken emerges being a vital 
part of this evolution ; it in no way constitutes 
a revolution. 

The same may be said of a human being. 
From conception to maturity is one regular 
process of evolution, each succeeding stage de- 


pending in sequential order on the preceding. |, 


The birth of a child, therefore, is an essential 
part of its evolution towards manhood or woman- 
hood, and is no more a revolution than the cut- 
ting of its teeth, the dawn of its intelligence, 
its first attempt to walk, or in short, any part 
of its prenatal or breathing existence, - each 


stage, as we have seen, necessarily depending | 


upon the other. ; 

It may be as De Vries says, that catastrophic 
changes haye occurred in the development of 
organisms, which he avers have suddenly “ ex- 
ploded ” and given life to numerous net forms. 

That is the point. A sudden change from 
old forms to new goes to make a revolution ; that 
which we may term natural and observed evolu- 
tion being for the time superseded by some- 
thing temporarily more powerful than itself. 

In the birth of a child no such change occurs. 
The birth takes place, so far as we are aware, 
exactly as births have always taken place ; there 
is no catastrophic change to the child; it was 
formed in the image of its parents before it ap- 
peared. It was intended for a human being, it 
is a human being; it was destined to evolve to 
maturity, it will evolve to maturity, unless revo- 
lution, which did not attend at its birth, steps 


IST STANDARD. 


in and ‘cuts that evolution short. : 

I amifware that the evolution of has. 
always led to the various revolutions within 
that , for it is impossible to get away from 
evolution or in anything, but we must 
always remember that ee bee Ty ite 
evolutionary stages, even of itself it is 
pices et Fr. Shecteway 3 te In both, 
the power tq advance comes from a force stronger 
than themselves, ing that though’t 
subject to evolution they are yet 

it, for nothing can be subject to itself. 
Another little illustration. A man hews down 
a@ tree and plants a sapling, so cutting short the 
evolution of the tree and aiding the evolution 


argue from this that the man is the same thing 
as the evolution of those trees. A revolution in 
cocioty te quite a ar Lewes 
in, if we grow grapes in a use, we 
san etkoe! them faster than when we grow 
them in the open, but the stages of evolution 
from the alip to the matured fruit are identical. 
The development is hastened, but no. 
revolution takes place, unless it should be found, 
sneeane, eee See ee . where 
a bunch of grapes ought to have been twe 
x ate a‘catastrophic change—in short, a 
revoiution. é 
Now as the whole of my efforts so far have 
oy * the difference 


wait, for’to be evolutionary it 
order of society; the ; E 
control of everything essential; the. 


 unti became the people. 
That would be the evolution of Socialism, 


. and in the process it would probably have to 


pass through stages of development of which 
none of us at, present have ny conce — 
other systems possibly intervening—and would 
transition ; for the cream of the power of human 
evolution always lies with:the governors of s0- 
ciety, and it is only reasonable to assume that 
they keer dct every stage to breaking 
int before they gave way. } 
P Briefl , then, tip evdlutica of Socialism from 
the present system would mean. progress by re- 
form—a higher development of society attained 
by gradual and easy stages, nobody’s corns be- 
ing trodden upon in the process. Were Social- 
ism established by revolution, it would have to 
be by a sudden, and, comparatively speaking, 
instant turnover. at 
” Therefore: the man who calls hims¢ffs Revo- 
lutionary Socialist, while devoting his energies 
to reforms, has no very clear perception of the 
difference between the two forces we have under 
consideration. He should style himself an 
Evolutionary Socialist. Believing, as he neces- 
sarily must, that the more reforn®s he can wrest 
from the governing class the nearer he gets 
to the day of emancipation, he cannot logically 
term himself ear, J else. 

Where in the past history of the world have 
beneficial reforms led up to revolution? Per- 
sonally, I know of no single instance, and should 
be much surprised to hear of one. But in any 
case, to work for, and obtain reforms, and then 
expect that these reforms will lead eventually 
to revolution, is simply absurd. To reach So- 
cialism by such methods would be ‘evolution, 
not revolution. Be 

All revolutions which have not been spontan- 
eous have been planned, the malcontents work- 
ing hard to gain sufficient numerical strength to 
strike, A revolution to Socialism from the pre- 
sent system must be brought about in the same 
way, or it will never be brought about at all- 
The more society is reformed, the less likelihood 


fief, 


mthe | 
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. can there be of a revolution, and at the best, 


the further is the day of revolution put back. 

I am not here discussing whieh is the better 
methol to adopt, my main object, as I have al- 
ready intimated, being to point out the ditfer- 
ence between evolution and revolution. 

By educating the people into a knowledge of 
Socialistic principles, we can hasten the day of 
revolution ; by educating them into a concep- 
tion of ms of a Socialistic tendency, we 
may hasten the.day of evolution, but nothing is 
more certain than that we cannot have both. 
The question as to which would realise our 
hope the quicker is another matter. 

The man who believes the present system 


' will, of its own weight, evolve into Socialism, 
' should be, by that very belief, a Reformer, in 


the ordinary accepted-sense of the word, for in 
effect he is saying Socialism may be brought 
about without the aid of revolution. So it may, 
in some such manner as I have pointed out, but 
why then does he talk about and work for the 
Soeial Revolution? Simply, I presume, because 
he is not quite clear as to the meaning of the 
words he employs. | 

The real olutionary Socialist, however, 
cannot believe in the near evolution of society 
into a State which at present may be said to be 
ite direct opposite in almost every particular. 
Put the capitalist system into a hot-house and 


' it would not evolve quite so quickly as that be- 


lief implies. 

Never in the history of the world, so far as I 
have read, has a single social system evolved 
directly into its opposite, and it appears unduly 


opennaic to expect it ever will. Uther systems 


ve always come between, and I can see no- 
thing to warrant the belief that an exception 
is to be made of the present system. 

This being so, the man who believes in revol- 
ution and works steadfastly only for that, has 
this advantage over his less determined fellow- 
Socialist—he knows exactly where he is going. 


— With his objective point ever before his inward 


sight, he moves along the main line of his be- 
sternly refusing to be side-tracked at any 
es sps Station ee oe no matter how 
uring the surrounding prospect may appear. 
For’ a bevatantionary Socialist, that position is 
logical, unassailable. 

On the other hand, his evolutionary’ comrade 
Socialists be termed—is quite content to be 
side-tracked, and though frequently switched 
off on toanother lfhe in addition, he does not 
seem to mind so long as his engine keeps mov- 
ing from one point to another. ; 

It must of course be admitted that evolution 
is in perfect harmony with the nature of things, 
but so also is revolution ; moreover, the princi- 
ple of revolution is ever in accord with the ad- 
vanced thought of nations, the intellect of the 
studious chafing and rebelling against the slow 
progress of evolution and the frequent set-backs, 
or reactions, which take place within it. 

As I have tried to show, evolution has often 
been: displaced by revolytion, and were it pos- 
sible for a syndicate of capitalists to possess 
themselves of a machine which would displace 
@ million of men, would they hesitate to avail 
themselves of the chance? Nat likely. They 
would consider such a revolution as this mach- 
ine would bring about a most desirable thin 
for the nation—that is, themselves. Not a ard 


would besaid of attaining such a result by slow . 


and easy stages, or in other words, by evolu- 
tion. Kyvolution on go hang. However sud- 
den the change mig be, however much misery 
it-might produce, they would not refuse it. Not 
a word would then be heard about the “ nat- 
ural order of things.” 

What, then, is there inconsistent or unnatural 
in Socialists advocating that the intellect of man 
shall displace the slow progress of evolution in 
society, a8it does in methods of production or 
in other directions ? 

Nothingat all, and personally, I think Social- 
ists will do well to take a leaf out of the book of 
their governors, keeping their eyes always fixed 
on their main object, and not allowing consid- 
erations of “natural evolution” to turn them 
for one moment from their urpose. 

H. Pampotr Wricar. 


_ The receipt of a copy of this paper is an 
iNvilation to subscribe. 
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THE TACTICS OF CONFUSION. 
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Mr. John Burns is ‘‘ Labour” M.P. for Battersea. 
He is also (vide the “ Capital-and-Labour-are- 


brothers” Press) the ‘‘Statesman of Labour.” | 


3 


| Tefuse to be fooled much longer by men who, 


even when they are not ignorant of the real 
causes underlying working-class poverty and 
unhappiness, are prepared to fritter away their 
Opportunities, are prepared to play into the 


' hands of the enemy, are prepared to betray the 


{ 


£5 per week. The amount is made up by con- | 
tributions from “ Friends of Labour.” For this | 
purpose “‘ Friends of Labour” are those who sub- | 


scribe to the wages fund of the “Statesman of | 
, manded by a clear understanding of the issues 


0 h “ friend” is Sir C. M. Pal uP | the line of irreconcilable opposition. all the time, 
ne such “' friend ’”’ is Sir C. M. Palmer, M.P.. | 


Labour.” 


a shipping and mining magnate. This gentle- | 


also doubtless holds that Capital and Labour | 
are brothers. As representing capital, he sends | 


a contribution (probably handsome) to his | 


Brother Burns, representing ‘“‘ Labour.” 


success of Brother Palmer’s candidature at Jar- 
row. Also best thanks for the contribution. 
Especially the latter. 


But at Jarrow Brother Pete Curran, “ lab- 
our Candidate,” is opposing Brother Palmer, 
“capitalist candidate.” And Brother Palmer 
is using Brother Burns’ best wishes against 
Brother Pete. Whereat Pete waxes exceeding 
wrath (which is silly) and, through his secre- 
tary, demands explanations (which are obvious. 


| Clearly supporting the capitalist-class. 
Brother Burns is very pleased. He sends, per | 
his wages fund secretary, best wishes for the | 


cause they claim to represent, to effect their own 
aggrandisement or enrichment- squabbl Ing and 
bickering over the partition of the spoil like 
hungry dogs at a bone. 

Surely the workers will soon demand, and see 
that they get, real representation by men who 
‘ire prepared to take the line imperatively de- 


to every person or party occupying other than 
the Socialist position. 

Capitalism {s the the enemy. Who supports 
capitalism is the enemy. Who supports the 
lurelings of capitalism is the enemy. Burns is 
The 
Labour Representation Committee men in the 
House of Commons, together with the other 
“labour” M.P’s., support Burns by electing him 
to the chairmanship of their group. ‘These are 


| the enemies of Labour. 


Brother Burns’ letter is an exhibition of 


statesmanship. Brother Pete has not subscribed 
to the wages fund of the “Labour Statesman ; ” 
Brother Palmer has. Only dogs bite the hand 
that feeds them, and Brother Burns is not a dog, 


Moreover, Brother Pete is identified with that 
knot of recalcitrant “labour men ”—M_P’s. act 
ual or embryonic—who a short time back made 
nasty remarks about, and refused to bend the 
knee to, the “Statesman of Labour.” Brother 
Burns gets even by opposing Pete’s progress 
toward Parliamentary position. Acerrima 
Proximorum odia ! 


_ The matter has since been carried a step fur- 
ther, and stands somewhat after this wise : 

(1) The “labour men” give it as their opin- 
ion that the ‘‘ Labour Statesman ”’ is much more 
concerned with the interests of the“ Statesman 
of Labour ” than the interests of Labour. 


(2) The “Labour Statesman” retorts that 
the “ labour men” have sold themselves, or are 
anxious to sell themselves, for 200 dirty pieces 
of gold. 


(3) The “labour” men reply that the “ Lab- 
our Statesman ” has nothing to sell, having long 
since sold all he had—or words to that effect. 

(4) The “Labour Statesman” gets even by 
supporting the “labour exploiter” in opposi- 
tion to the “labour candidate,” whereupon 

(5) The “labour members” elect the “ Lab- 
our Statesman "’ to the position of chairman of 
the “labour group” in the House of Commons, 
what time the Secretary of the “labour candi- 
date pathetically appeals for someone to unravel 
the tangled skein. 

It is very njce-and pretty, so helpful ; such a 
delightful comedy in five acts. And the work- 
ing-class must be very proud of their champions, 


| and very appreciative of their champions’ 


labours. 

But, levity apart, is it not time the working- 
class called upon these self-styled labour leaders, 
these vain-glorious mouthers of paltry plalitude 
and empty phrases, these glib-tongued political 
tricksters who are more concerned with their 
personal standing than with the vindication of 
the rights of those they are alleged to represent ; 
is it not time the workers called upon these men 
to “‘cease their damnable faces” and quit the 
positions they cannot fill, making way for those 
who, knowing the workers’ condition and the 
reasons for it, are prepared to work with a single 
mind for the realisation of those changes which 
will ensure the application of the onl remedy 
for working-class ills ; men who are prepared to 
fight all the forces that capitalism and landlord- 
ism can array against them until the victory is 
won that will enable the workers to enjoy the 
full results of their labour and usher in that 
co-operative commonwealth toward which the 
Socialist Party, the world over, is pressing ? 

Surely it is time! Surely the workers will 
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That is the position, and presently the worker 
will understand. Whén they do they will win 
to their freedom. Perhaps the time is not yet— 
but that is not the fault of The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain. From all parties we stand out— 
a finger-post pointing for ever to the road along 
which the workers must travel if they would 
achieve their emancipation. And at the end of 
the road is—Socialism !—A.J.M.G. 


[Since the foregoing was written, the Secre- 
tary of the Battersea Liberal and Radical As- 
sociation has explained that his appeal to Sir 
C. Palmer was made on behalf of the Registra- 
tion Fund of that body, not for the John Burns’ 
Wages Fund, and that Burns was in no way 
responsible for it. He adds that in acknowledg- 
ing the donation he, ‘as a matter of courtesy, 
wished him (Sir C. Palmer) every success.” 

The precise value of this explauation is not 
easily estimated. The money was not for Burns’ 
Wages Fund, but only to make a wages fund 
necessary by securing the election of Burns. 
The wish for the success of Sir C. Palmer was 
only expressed as a matter of courtesy, not, pre- 
sumably, with the idea of assisting to realise the 
wish. Burns had no knowledge of the matter, 
and will therefore, perhaps, repudiate the action 
--if he objects to it. The “labour” candidate 
for Jarrow may now be mollified. Certainly 
Sir. C. Palmer will not be unduly depressed. | 


————————— 


After hearing a deputation of unemployed 
the Paddington Borough Council hastily but 
unanimously decided to convene a special meet- 
ing of the works committee to consider the 
question and, as the unemployed were still 
gathered outside the town hall, the’ town clerk 
went outside and announced the decision. Fur- 
ther, the mayor’s son, who is also a councillor, 
promised to give every unemployed man present 
a good dinner. Upon that the assembled men 
drifted away.—Daily Express. 


Your social reformer may explain this away 
as he likes, but seeing that crime is largely due 
to poverty and want in the case of the first of- 
fender, and that the frequent reappearance of 
the “habitual criminal” is to some extent evi- 
dence of the failure of our most expensive 
machinery for the punishment and diminution 
of crime, the English taxpayer’ is naturally 
alarmed when he finds that.even the great 
prosperity which the Government Departments 
depict can be accompanied by a great and 
increasing amount of crime.--Capitalist Press. 
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THE POLITICAL ORGANISATION 
OF THE WORKING-CLASS. 


Pamtuument has reassembled. The forces of 
Toryism and Liberaliam have mustered at West- 
minster:* The old farce is carried merrily on. 
But in this reassembling how are the wi 
of the Press falsified ! Have they not told us that 
dissolution. was imminent—that probably the 
Tories, suffering from senility and ‘torn by 
‘inward dissension, would not dare to come 
forward again-with a programme for another 
session. And the Tory governniént comes for- 
ward gaily—as a Liberal government would do 
in ite place—determined to hold on to office as 
Jong as it can. | 

The Tory programme, too, seems cleverly 
arranged for the double purpose of dishing the 
Liberals and of catching votes. How else is it 
possible to account for the expressed intention 
to pass measures for the appointment of author- 
ities to deal with the unemployed, for amending 
and extending the Workmen’s Compensation 
Acts, for the establishing of a ministry of com- 
merce and industry, for the notification of indus- 
trial accidents ? 

‘‘Ah! but it depends on what these measures 
will mean in practice,” we hear an indignant 
Liberal muttering. That is, of course, very true 
and we Socialists know full well that the Tory 
government is not likely to take much trouble 
in the direction of adequately redressing the 
grievances of the workers. But neither are the 
Liberals. And the Liberals know, when they 
prate about “giving redress to the conditions 
prevailing among the working classes” (they 
mean the working-class), about free breakfast 
tables, about taxation of land values, about old 
age pensions, and a thousand and one other 
things, that they have no intention of passing 
measures for the benefit of the working-class. 
‘Dealing with the unemployed” means some- 
thing very different when used by Tory, Liberal, 
and Socialist, and so with other reforms. 

What we have to recognise is that no matter 
what professions they may make, the Liberals 
and Tories in the House of Commons represent, 
in the first place, the interests of property. So 
long as they can maintain the rights of private 
property, and the privileges and vested interests 
which have twined themselves round private 
property, they are content. 

But in conserving the rights of private pro- 
perty they occasionally find the vested interests 
of one section of property-holders conflict with 

those of another section. When the machine 
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industry was in its infancy the conflict between 
the machine or factory-owser' and_..the: Jand- 
owner—the commercial and the landed interest 
—crystallised iteelf into two great political 
parties, the Whig and the Tory. And so to-day 
we find that the divisions in political life are but 
the reflex of property relations and the conflict of 
interests between property-owners. — 


Diners . 
os 


Again, whenever the development of industry, _ 


the opening up of new countries to commerce, the 


abolition or adoption of’ prohibitive tariffs, or 


the introduction of a fresh motive-power in pro- 


duction brings about changes in the world of 


commerce and thence creates new industrial 
interesta, we find new lines of demarcation 
among the political factions. A Tory government 
which would impose an additional duty of 2/- 
on every barrel of beer would convert every 
brewer to Liberalism. A Liberal government 
which refused to renew the Agricultural dole 


would force large numbers of the “landed . 


gentry” into the Tory camp. | 

But why should we labour this point? Every 
section of the community except the working- 
class has known and admitted it any time this 
last fifty years. And the worker must one day 
wake to it and to the fact that as ‘each other 
section of the community looks after ite own 
sectional intetest he; too, must look after his 
class interest and achieve his class emancipa- 

Why cannot the worker learn this lesson ? 
Every day some action of the political factions 
cries it out to him. Every time the public 


Press—as much the slave of privilege and Vested 


interest as the political faction—takes up some 
question of interest to the worker it is for 
objects other than his benefit. Questiona-of 
unemployment and -distress afford good copy 
when Parliament is not-sitting and are entirely 
neglected when parliamentary reports are forth- 
coming. 

The worker has then ‘to learn that the Liberal 
and the Tory are alike indifferent to his welfare. 
That however much they may coquet with him 
at election times when his vote is useful, they 
will do nothing which endangers the property 
rights of their class. That though they may 
resent the tyrannical actions of a Penrhyn, it is 
but because such actions endanger their exist- 
ence as a class when the workers recognise that 
they are all potential Penrhyns. 

When the worker has learnt his lesson ; when 
he knows he must rely upon himself and upon 
his fellows what is he to do? How is he to 
apply his knowledge to matters of everyday 


importance to him? It is evidently futile for 


him to assert his independence of the other 
politicals factions if he is independently to strive 
for. measures which those factions advocate. It 
is also useless for him to organise himself into 
a party which is unable to agree upon a work- 
ing programme and a common line of action. 
To us as Socialists it is clear that, the Lib- 
erals and the Tories having been thrown 
over as parties, the principles for which they 
work must also be thrown over, and that, 
therefore, anyone holding the opinions either of 


Liberalism or of Toryism must be left outside 


the workers’ party. .The party of the workers 
has interests which have no common bond with 
Liberalism or Toryism, and the party of the 
workers must, therefore, steer clear of anything 
which is in any way allied with these parties. 
The political party of the workers must be 
the reflex of the economic intereste of the workers 
who are the propertyless class, in the same 
way as the other parties reflect the economic 
interests of the propertied class. We are then 
driven to the necessity of searching for the 


economic interest of the worker. And’ this we 


find in the principle that the working-class 
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having created all the wealth of society are the 
rightful owners of that wealth. Every man 
should receive the product of his own labour, 
but as in modern society it is impossible to de- 
termine the portion which any individual adds 
to the value of the articles he helps to create, we 
must be content to let all those who labour re- 
main joint owners of the aggregate product, 

This, however, is not what obtains in modern 
society where the reverse is the case. In mod- 
ern society to-day the non-producers of wealth 
are the joint owners of the aggregate amount of 
wealth produced. In this fact we have surely 
the true differentiation of the party of the 
workers from the party of the property-owners. 
And the first object of the political party of the 
workers, therefore, should. be the securing for 
workers as a class the fruits of their own labour. 

If they can only secure this they will have no 
need to worry about limiting the hours of work, 
securing a legal law of minimum, or returning 
to the status quo ante Taff Vale. These’ trifling 
matters will soon adjust themselves when the 
workers take as their own the product of their 
own labour. And resulting from this would 
come the necessity of the present property- 
owners, unable longer to live on the fruits; of 
other men’s labour, working so as to secure 
their own livelihood. : 

This means the establishment of a system of 
society in which the livelihood of the people is 
duly considered as one of the primal ends of 
the society’s existence, and that as.each member 
of the society obtains a livelihood, so each such 
member must do his share in its necessary work. 

When this is secured it will follow that the 
usefulness of every article produced will be 
considered before it is made, and that all work 
done for the manufacture and exchange of use- 
less or inferior articles will be eliminated. This 
will permit of a thorough organisation of in- 
dustry, all forms of useless labour being dis- 
pensed with and everyone sharing in the per- 
formance of the resulting necessary work. 

Such a system of society would allow the 
development of everyone’s individuality which 


is to-day too often crushed out im mine, factory, 


or workshop, and would mean freedom, comfort, 
and happiness, each in their fullest measure, to 
the mass of mankind. : te 
Such a social regime would be-a Socialist 
society—the Socialist Republic—and the party 
which must achieve it is the working-class, poli- 
tically organised as a Socialist party, the nucleus 
of which is to be found in The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain. oO 


TRADE DISPUTES IN 1904. 


‘Tue Board of Trade reports that in 1904 there 
were 334 disputes, affecting 83,922 workers. The 


aggregate duration in working days was1,416,265. . 


Wages were the cause of 66 per cent. of the dis- 
putes, affecting 55,955 people (67 per cent. of the 
total involved). Refusal to work with nen-union- 
ists,and other questions of principle accouated 
for 15 disputes. It is alleged that 58 disputes, 
affecting 15,338 work-people, ended in their fav- 
our, 161 (affecting 21,332 persons) in favour of 
the employers, while 105 cases (affecting 16,229 
workérs) were compromised, Taking the per- 


centages based on the number of workpeople. 


directly affected, the balance of success appears 
to have been with theemployers. 

Most of the disputes were settled by dir- 
ect negotiation between the parties concerned 
or their representatives. Of the 334 disputes 
recorded, O14, affecting,57,043 workpeople, were 
thus settled. In 56 disputes, affecting 6,803 
workpeople, the employers succeeded in replac- 
ing the workers, and in 26 disputes work was 
resumed by the workpeople without negotia- 
tions. The number of disputes settled by 
conciliation and arbitration was 23, in which 
5,902 workpeople were involved. 
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MAKING WORK. - 
8 


A wt of people seem to think that making 
work is a good thing, that capitalists who pro- 
vide employment are useful people, in fact, that 
they are so necessary that workmen cannot do 
without them. It is my purpose in this article 
to. try to show that this is not true. . 

As it is very-difficult to deal with a commun- 
ity of 40 millions of human beings engaged in 
thousands of different ways in earning a living, 
I propose to reduce the community to say 100 
men. Now we will suppose that one man owns 
all the land and another all the machinery, the 
other men therefore have nothing, but are able 
and willing to work. _The Landowner says, 
<‘ Well, my friends, I will give you the opportu- 
nity of working on my land, but you must grow 
rosé trees and give me a third of them by way 
of rent;” the owner of machinery, tools, 
etc., says, ‘‘ Well, my friends, you cannot plough 
and dig without tools, I will let you use my 
tools, but you must give me a third of the rose 
trees you produce by way of interest.” 

This is making work, bat the biggest dunce 
can see that such a community would soon be 
starving, since humanity does not feed on rose 
trees, so that the mere making of work is nota 

good thing. Now suppose the Landowner said, 
‘Well, my friends, 50 of you can use my land 
and grow wheat, fruit and vegetables, and 20 
of you can build me a palace to live in and a 
decent sized house which I can let to the owner 
of the machinery, etc., and also 98 small cot- 


tages and I will pay you in kind ;” the owner 


of the tools says to the remaining 28 men, “If 
you care to make some good clothes in my fac- 
tory for me to wear and’some to sell to the 
Landowner and some shoddy clothing for the 
rest of the community, I will pay you in kind.” 

In the course of time the palace is finished and 
the Landowner lives in it; the wheat, fruit and 
vegetables are reared and the Landowner takes 
his share, picking out the best, out-of which he 
pays the owner of the factory for his good 
clothes; the good clothing is made and the 
owner of the factory is well-dressed and draws 
his share of the best wheat, fruit and veget- 
ables from the workers who have hired his todls, 
and out of that share pays the Landowner the 
rent of his decent house. Net result: the two 


rich men, without doing a stroke of work, have 


got the best houses to live in, the best clothes 
to wear, and the best wheat, fruit and veget- 
ables to eat, whilst the workers, who have pro- 
dluced everything, get the small cottages to live 
in, the shoddy clothing to wear, and the worst 
wheat, fruit and vegetables to eat. It seems 
perfectly clear, therefore, that an injustice has 
been done to the workers, and that instead: of 
being good men, the Landowner and the owner 
of the machinery, tools, etc., have robbed the 
workers of two-thirds of the result of their la- 
bour. Let us go a little further.. The two 
owners get such a large store of wheat, fruit 
and vegetables, which with all their gluttony 
they have. not been able to consume, that it be- 
comes no longer worth their while to allow the 
workers to grow any more, so they (the workers) 
are discharged, and seeing that with all their 
industry, thrift, and frugal living they could 
not, out of the paltry share of produce allowed 
them, put by sufficient to live on for many days, 
it is not long before they are starving, whilst 
the owners, with all their idleness, waste, and 
greediness, have enough to last them many 
months. Poverty has now been born, but in 
case it might teach the workers a lesson and 
eause a revolt, the owners offer work of another 
kind to about seventy, some (the biggest) they 
make policemen to protect their property, some 
magistrates, to sit in judgment on, and deal out 
punishment to their brother workers, who, im- 
pelled by the pangs of hunger, help themselves’ 
to the produce which they themselves created, 
but which somehow or other (they don’t exactly 
know how) has become the property of the Land- 
owner and factory owner. 

Having now arrived at our present system of 
society, with its Landowners, Factory Owners, 
Magistrates, Policemen, etc., it will be clear to 
you that the number of men engaged in pro- 
ducing food, clothing and shelter has been 
considerably reduced, and it is just as clear that 
those who are producing have to produce the 
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| Same quantity as when more were producing, | 
e inevitable result, that they have to | 


with 


work longer hours or with greater intensity for | 


the same reward. What a strange thing it is, 
that ‘it has not yet dawned upon the minds of 
the workers, that it would be more fair for 8 
men to rule their own lives and those of the 


other two, than to allow the other two to rule | 


theirs. 

The way to bring about the desired change 
is very simple, the 98 men must go to the two 
men and say, “Friends, the land is a gift of 
nature to all men, machinery and all the means 
of production have been brought into existence 
by the energy and industry of the workers. We 
purpose, therefore, taking over the land and 
the means of production and working them in 
the interest of all and you will then have to 
contribute your share of the labour which is 
necessary to provide the sustenance and comfort 
essential to the well-being of the community.” 
If this were done it appears to me that, with 
our increased knowledgeof organised production 
and distribution, the present industrial hell 
would be converted into a heaven of delight, 
where peace and plenty would bring joy and 
happiness to one and all.—J. H. Kexxerr. 


English Hypocrisy and the Russian Outrages. 


THE huge wave of indignation that has lately 
been sweeping over the country on account of 
the massacres in Russia is typical of the hypo- 
crisy of the capitalist-class and the ignorance of 
the man in the street. Big headlines and stir- 
ring articles have proved effective in arousing 
a strong and quite unjustified feeling against 
Russia. The English attitude towards Russian 
affairs has for long been intensely pharisaical, 
and its real origin, imperial and commercial 
jealousy in Asia, has been quite lost sight of by 
the public. First of all, at the beginning of 
the war, there wasa popular expression of sym- 
pathy towards Japan, as being the “little na- 
tion;”-—- England’s treatment of ‘little nations ” 
has been well exemplified ip South Africa! 
Next came.a patriotic frenzy because some 
panic-stricken Russian seamen saw visions and 
killed or wounded a few defenceless fishermen : 
the killing and wounding of thousands of de- 
fenceless men, women, and children by defective 


brought on by neglect, barely call forth any 
protest, save occasionally for political purposes. 
Finally, we have now a great shriek of horror 
arising because the capitalist and bureaucratic- 
class in Russia is determined, as it is in every 

' country, to use every means to keep the working- 
class in subjection. 

This feeling is quite unjustified from a capit- 
alist point of view, and further it is only hypo- 
critical, for no one, except a Socialist, can with 
honesty support the working-class in its efforts 
towards freedom. Yet we find the same people 
that would cheerfully starve out English strikers 
or shoot them down if mong convenient, that 
ignored the fearful outrages in Colorado, and 
that approved the recent shooting of strikers in 
Italy, pretending to be horrified at the actions 
of their fellow-capitalists in Russia ! 

Perhaps it may be urged, as in the “ Daily 
Mail,” that the Russian worker is more down- 
trodden than the English, and that, moreover, 
it is not a working-class revolt. But the fact 
that the Liberals use the present time to put 
forward their political claims, does not detract 
from th t that it is the Russian worker who 
is revoltitig and suffering for it; and, as regards 
the Russian being more down-trodden, he only 
lacks the political freedom of his English fellow, 
and that political power used, as it is in En- 
gland, to strengthen the hands of his masters, 
counts for nought, and only leads the worker to 
a false sense of liberty, for the economic slavery 
remains as binding in England as in Russia. 

This pretended sympathy is therefore arrant 


machinery, deliberate starvation and disease | 


nsec reese am 


see 


' 
' 
| 


humbug or cant, calculated only to dupe the | 


British worker and reconcile him to his slavery. 
It is quite time that he should realise that 


he is being deceived and that the aims of the | 


working-class are the same all over the world. 


If any worker is really anxious to support his | 


class in Russia, England, or any dther country, 
let him declare his allegiance to working-class 


politics and join The Socialist Party of Great | 


Britain.—Sypyey Case. 


London School of Economics & Political Science 2007 
Socialist Standard 1905 


_ 


PARTY NOTES. 


Tue first Annual Conference of The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain will be held at the Com- 
munist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, London, W., 
on Thursday, zoth April, 1905, commencing at 
7 p.m., and on Friday 21st April, when the 
proceedings will be resumed at 9 a.m. The 
constitution of the Conference is defined by 
Rules 22, 23, and 24. 
* 
* * 

During March there will be two meetings of 
the Executive Council, viz., Saturday 4th, at 3 
p-m., and Tuesday 21st, at 7 p.m. Usual place. 

* . * 

A meeting of Speakers and_ prospective 
Speakers will take place on Saturday, March 
4th, at the Communist Club. Several important 
matters in connection with the forthcoming 
open-air propaganda will be discussed. Time 
—7.30 p.m. 

* 
+ * 

Members and others are requested to note 
that, a vote of the Party having been taken, 
H. J. Hawkins was on February 4th, 1905, 
expelled from membership of The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain. 

a 

Notification has been received from the In- 
ternational Socialist Bureau that V. Serwy has 
resigned the Secretaryship. Camille Huysmans 
has been appointed to the position, and the 
offices of the Bureau are now at the Maison du 
Peuple, Brussels. _ 

* 
‘ * 

Will Branch Secretaries and members note 
that I no longer reside at Birnam Road? All 
communications should be forwarded to the 
Central Office, Communist Club, 107, Charlotte 
Street, London; W.—C. Lenanr. ~~ 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


PECKHAM. 
Tue condition of the Peckham Branch is very 
satisfactory. A few open-air meetings have been 
held when weather permitted. Our members 
meet regularly for economic study and discussion 


| and are preparing themselves for the season of 


open-air propaganda. The tone of the member- 
ship is admirable: the idea is to steadfastly 
advocate the social revolution and to leave to 
compromisers their rose-water for the plague. 
Mr. Herbert Burrows, lecturing recently in 
Camberwell on the unemployed question, argued 
at the outset that until the workers become class. 
conscious, and understand the nature of the class- 
war, nO project intended to remedy unemploy- 
ment can succeed, and then proceded to advocate 
the institution of farm colonies, in conjunction 
with communal workshops in urban centres, 
mutual exchange of produce, and distribution of 
surplus amongst the producers. Then, seemingly 
aware of the incompatibility of his contentions, 
the lecturer endeavoured to show that, while his 
proposals were not the solution, they were the 
“seeds of the solution”’ of the problem. These 
colonies and workshops, once established, would 
by their extension and development—one almost 
sees the S.D.F. sowing and some helpful capit- 
alist administration supplying the water—‘“ dis- 
locate capitalist industry”! Replying to criticism 
by our comrades the lecturer condemned as futile 
his own scheme by pleading that it was advocated 
‘‘onlyas an infinitesimally small and temporary ” 
measure of relief at the present time. A report 
of this meeting appearing in “ Justice,” desig- 
nated those who failed to be charmed by Mr. 


| Burrows’ utopian illusions, “ impossibilists ’’ ; 


and the honest reporter was so ‘‘amused”’ by the 
criticism that he appears to have forgotten that 
Mr. Burrows was twice challenged to debate the 
unemployed question, but made specious excuses 
and declined. The lecturer, however, less dis- 
creet than his reporter, asked how he would clas- 
sify one who, proclaiming the class-war, votes for 
capitalist candidates, emphatically pronounced 
such person afool. Mr. Burrows should be more 
careful of his public utterances in Camberwell ! 
Vive la Commune !—W.K. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


IS THE SOCIALIST PROPAGANDIST 
NECESSARY ? 


Comnapes,—In the last Soctatist StanpakD your 
correspondent, “ Ignoramus,” asks for inform- 
ation on three very i t points: a clear 
understanding of which entails a sound 

of Socialist philosophy. May I offer a slight 
attempt at explanatien ? 

I have only enough to deal with one of 
his poi no doubt those better qualified will 

with the others. With regard to the ques- 
tion of the Taxes the answer is just this: to tax 
a commodity is by no means 1 rily to raise 
its price, in fact taxation is the least important 
factor in determining prices. In regard to 

icipalism, a variation of the same economic 
fact.is to light. Municipal enterprise 
is favoured by the small middle-class because 
profits derived therefrom are used to “reduce 
the Rates Ge aboot _ ‘ats no factor at 
all in determini e price of house-accommo- 
dation aid, thaebes, no concern of the work- 
ing-class as such. Certain Socialists, by-the-way, 
advocate municipalism chiefly because of this 
rate-redi.ction, and it is this use of “‘ Municipal- 
isation” or “ Nationalisation ” as a. pesca 
to draw the working-class into the mazes an 
mists of “Reform” that we must set our faces 
against as fiercely as against any “ Fiscalism”’ 
or “Laborism” whatever. . 

But these points will be dealt with doubtless 
by the better-qualified. “‘Ignoramus’s” other 
point needs careful examination. ‘‘Here is the 
rub,” he says, “‘the intelligence of the worker 
can only expand as a result of the alteration of 
his present conditions. Yet the alterdtion of 
- these conditions is dependent 
sion of the working-class in 
latter must precede 
must p : ag : 

' eertainly looks like a-contradiction, but is -not 
Be apart ising’ a little too loosely ? 

e find reason to complain that the working- 
class in general are either satisfied with things 
as they are or ir of any improvement in 
their lot. We find them too often caring little 
for the acquirement of knowledge about any- 
thing, and in parts animal in their enjoyments 
and squalid in their ideals. But will ‘‘Ignora- 
mus” or anyone else deny that all this and a 
100 per cent. more could be said of the possess- 
ing-class? Is not the capitalist-class in general 


bratal, unenlightened, animal in its pleasures, : 


and squalid in its ideals—and much more so 
than the ave working-man? Are the man- 
ners of ‘‘ Park e” so greatly different from 
the “ New Cut” except in outward form ? 
The average workman fails to realise that the 
resent system is based upon his enslavement. 
average member of the “ respectable ” class 
considers hi or herself a superior kind of 
being to a member of the lower orders. Which 
is the most ignorant ? In short, the “ignorance” 
argument cuts both ways and, argued to its 
logical conclusion, simply exposes the hideous 
of our “ glorious Civilisation.” That 
the number of those who really love learning, 
who ardently seek Truth, or who possess any 
lofty life ideals is very few, no one who knows 
anything of Life as it is could deny; but few 
as they are, I contend and will maintain that their 
number is made up of actual proletarians and 
those who. work with the proletariat for the 
Social Revolution. 
‘“‘Tgnoramus” has hardly got the Socialist 
contention correctly stated. That the hooligan, 
the drunkard, the imbecile, the physically de- 
generate, the libertine, the prostitute, the “ gos- 
ae revivalist,” the blasé roué, and the Society 
y are all hideous products of an obsolete 
social system is what we contend ; and when it 
is argued that the poor are poor because they 
“ drink,” or because of their “ignorance,” we 
are easily able to show that they are created 
what they are by their environment. 
rmore we are easily able to show that 
the evils of poverty tend to increase with the 
development of capitalism. But to contend that 
the working-class is “ignorant” is to ignore the 
fact that the whole production of the commun- 
ity is effected by the efforts of wage-labourers. 
e capitalist as a capitalist contributes not one 
jota to the useful work of society. The “ intel- 


machinery an | 

the working-class. ae clerk who oe - ds 
three languages and cannot get employed at 
any price sabes 30s. a week to be classed as 
“ignorant”? He is a proletarian beyond ques- 
tion. 

Briefly; the ignorance and apathy of the 
working-class exists, like that of the capitalist- 
class, in the shape of “ lop-sided ” dev t 
and is common to our present social system ; 
but this does not prevent the working-man from 
realising what every day it becomes easier for 
him to realise, viz., that the present system is 
based upon his exploitation and enslavement, 
that his interests and those of the master-class 
are diametrically opposed, that therefore the 
master-class will always i or uncon- 
sciously try to keep him as he is, and conse- 


produced by present conditions just as much as 
a else, and most of all, ‘“ Ignoramus,” it 
aly = ordinary common sense to understand 


ialism—otherwise, Comrades Editorial, 
where should I have been ?— Yours fraternally, 
Taos. A. Jackson. 


MUNICIPALISM. 
The Editors of Tae Socratsst Sranparp. 

May I be permitted, in reference to the query 
of “Ignoramus” in your last issue, to offer the 
following remarks on this subject. 

When we consider the large number of ex 
amples of what the man‘in the street terms 
“ Municipal Socialism,” it is well that we should 
explain our position on the subject and th 
prevent fu “vonfusion—at least, amongst 
our readers. The action of municipalities in 
undertaking certain i ies is not so much 
from a desire on their part to benefit the workers 
in those industries ag it is from a wish to obtain 
cheaper or better services than would be su 
shed “be the ordinary capitalist. It is only 
when things reach a point where the middle- 
class in a locality think they are not having 
their requirements met in a sufficiently econom- 
ical manner that we hear the cry for munici- 
palism— miscalled mugicipal-Socialism. 

As a rule the result is that thése municipal 
enterprises are—from a 6 PTT point of view 
—fairly successful. The L.C.C. tramcars, the 
Nottingham municipal enterprises, and others— 
too numerous to specify—have made large pro- 
fits which have been used in relief of the rates, 
This is a direct gain to the middle-class rate- 

yers. Take another side of the question. 
Take the municipal electric lighting or gas 
supply. Ina town containing a large number 


of large shops and factories a large quantity of | 


gas or electric light is consumed. It can readily 
be seen that, in such & case, a small reduction 
in price per unit or thousand feet will make 
quite a difference to the quarterly bill of a large 
consumer, whereas to the worker, who has at 
most but a few jets or lamps, the difference is s0 
trifling as to be hardly appreciable. Municipal- 
ism even if undertaken with the intention to 
benefit the worker could do but little. Ite sphere 
is 80 limited and the local bodies are always 
under the control of the central governing 
authority which strictly limits its operations. 
Municipalism can only be tolerated by 

when viewed as examples of collective owner- 
ship. It is one of the technical means which 
class-conscious workers can, when in control, 
use in a limited manner to benefit themselves. 
While there are profits workers are being robbed 
of the results of their labour. This operates just 
the same whether caused by individual or col- 
lective capitalists. The operation of trusts on 
the one hand and municipalism on the other 
will cause all industries to become monopolies. 
The monopolies will, in their turn, be national- 
ised when it is to the interests of the capitalist- 
class to protect themselves from the encroach- 
ments of the financial magnates. Thus so-called 
State Socialism will be brought into being. A 
superb State and Municipal organised robbery 
of the workers. It is our duty to teach the 
workers what production for profit and class- 
ownership really mean-—to point out the Social 
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AN APPEAL FROM RUSSIA. 

In accordance with the invitation of the Inter- 
national Socialist many botnet the follow- 
ing correspondence, moneys received in re- 
sponse thereto will be at once forwarded to the 
Bureau. Remittances should be -sent to C. 
Lehane, General Secretary, The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain, 107, Charlotte St., London, W. 


International Socialist Bureau, 
4 ‘Maison du Peuple, Brussels. 


18.2.05, 
Dear Citizen, 

We have just received a letter from Citizen 
Roubsnovideh: dnd we hasten to transmit to you 
the enclosed copy. 

We place ourselves entirely at your disposal 
for the distribution of the sums collected. 
bring the matter under 


To the Secretary, 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


(Enclosure.) 


Dear Comrades, 
Subscriptions are being collected in all coun- 

tries by the 

i to aid the revolutionary 

movement or render assistance to the strikers 

and their families. 


I have just been notified by the Central Com- 


mittee of the Russian Revolutionary Socialist 
Party, of whith I am the delegate to the Inter- 
national Socialist Bureau, that at the present 
time funds are very urgently required. . 


I therefore ask you to kindly take the initia-: 


tive in appealing to the various Socialist Parties 
and newspapers, requesting them to remit the 
amounts co " iali 
Bureau, which will distribute the funds between 
the Russian and Polish Parties in .accordance 
with an t which can easily be come 
to by the common consent of the Russian and 
Polish delegates. 
Very fraternally yours, 
E. Roubanovitch. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, 
Peckham Branch. 


To the Editorial Committee, 


Re 

THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. re 
Dear Comrades,—My comrades in Peckham 
request me to convey to you their warm appre- 
ciation and approval of the general tone and get- 
SocraList Stanpakp, and trust that the 


up of THE 

same may continue. | 
Yours in the Cause, 
WALTER WREN, Secretary. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


E.J.B.A. (Fulham).—Kindly note that articles intended 
for econ should be written on only one side 
paper. 


of t 
W.W. (Pembroke Dock).—Thanks for good wishes. 


March 4th, 1905. 


Socialist press-on behalf of the 


to the International Socialist 


Feb. 14,1905. 
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TALKS IN THE TRAIN. 
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“Good morning, all 
“ Good morning, 
of the King’s Speech?” 


“I am pleased to see that the Government in- 
tends to deal with the question of the unem- 


loyed !”’ 
Pe To « deal ’ with it?” 


Yes, ‘legislation will be submitted to you for 
the establishment of authorities to deal with the 


9° 


unemployed ’ ! 


“ And you really think the Conservatives will 


‘deal’ with it?” . 
“Is there any reason to doubt it?” 


“ Yes, the capitalist system, which the House 
of Commons is elected to support, produces an 
If that problem were 
effectively ‘dealt’ with it would mean the abol- 
ition of the capitalist system, and that, as you 


unemployed problem. 


know, is not ‘ practical politics.’ ” 


“ But, surely you will give the Government 


credit for good intentions ? ” 


“It is said that the road to Hell is already 
well-paved with such. Apart from that, both 
Conservative and Liberal leaders have declared 


their inability to do anything.” 
' “When did they make those declarations? ”’ 


“ Speaking at 
late Lord Sali 


it’ and ‘we 


Providence has inflicted.’ 


“ Bat what about Balfour? He is leader now.” 
“Yes, and at Manchester, in January, 1895, 
he said ‘If you'ask me whether anything in the 


power of the Unionist Party or any other party 
or within the compass 
vise can meet the curse of lack of employment, 


I fear we can look forward to no prospect of 


that kind.’ He no doubt holds the same opinion 
now.” 
“‘Then we must turn to the Liberals ! ”’ 

“Who will give you no better encouragement. 
In the House of Commons, in February, 1895, 
Sir William Harcourt said that with regard to 
the question of the unemployed, he agreed with 
thegposition taken up by Mr. Balfour a few days 
previously at Manchester. Of Asquith, who was 
responsible for the murder of the Featherstone 
miners, a cynical indifference could only be ex- 
pected. At Newcastle, in January, 1895, he re- 
ferred to the unemployed as the nation’s ‘ rub- 
bish!’ And when Campbell Bannerman was 
asked by the unemployed deputation at Poplar 
in January last what he would propose as a 
means of dealing with the problem he merely 
said he ‘ was not in the Government.’ ”’ 

“‘ But, then, admitting the futility of expecting 
that either Conservatives or Liberals will solve the 
problem, I think that the promised legislation 
on the alien question will help.” 

“In what way?” 

“Well, if aliens come over here and drive 
our Own men away and deprive them of work, 
don’t you think the Government should prohi- 


‘bit alien immigration ? ” 


“You and I are clerks. A few years ago all 
clerks were males. But women have entered the 
field against us. In many departments they have 


not only lowered men’s wages, but have driven | 
out male labour altogether. Would you ask the | 


Government to prohibit womenand girls entering 
into competition with clerks and other work- 
men?” 

“ Ah! bat then they are our own flesh and 


“blood ; the others are foreigners.”’ 


‘** But.the effect is the same! ”’ 
“« Still, we must look after our own flesh and 


illiam, what do you think 


atford, in October, 1895, the 
isbury said ‘we have got as far as 
we can to mak+ this country more pleasant to 
live in for the vast majority of those who inhabit 
have no panacea for the evils with 
which we are afflicted.’ In the following Novem- 
ber, at Brighton, he said ‘I am conscious that 
when the Government has: done its best, this 
would advance but a very small distance in 
diminishing the suffering which. the hand of 


of the wit of man to de- 


F.C.H. (Rochester).—The final paragraph in the De- 
¢laration of Principles of The Socialist Party of 
Great’Britain proceeds from the position laid down 
in the previous paragraphs. To explain the final 
clause in the Declaration would involve going over 
the ground already covered im the first seven arti- 
cles thereof. If you will carefully study the 
document in its entirety ee will find your difficul- 
ties vanish. If not, we will try and make any point 
clear. But study the Declaration. 

J.G. (Oxford).—Thanks. Any information you may 
require will be gladly supplied. 


blood.”’ 


be better.”’ 
“TI cannot see it. 
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“Is it the rule of the employers to consider 
‘ flesh and blood,’ or are they not usually willing 
to employ any person, irrespective of nationality 
or creed, who will answer their purpose ? ”’ 

“ But if the aliens were kept out things would 


The unemployed problem 
confronts us because of the increasing power of 
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THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 
The establishment of a system of society based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 
instruments for producing and distributing wealth by and in the 


interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 


That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 


manifesting itself as a class Struggle, between those who possess 
but do not produce, and those who produce ‘but do not possess. 


That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 


of the working-class from the domination of the master-class, by 


the conversion into the common property of society of the means 


of production and distribution, and their democratic control by the 


whole people. 


the last class to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will involve the emancipation of all mankind with- 


out distinction of race or sex. 


That this emancipation must be the work of the working 


class itself. 


That as the machinery of government, including the armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organises consciously and politically for the conquest of 


the powers o 
"machinery, includin 
instrument of oppr 


government, national and local, in order that this 
_these forces, may be converted from an 
ion into the agent of emancipation and the 


overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. . 
That as all political parties are but the expression of class 


interests, and as the interest of the worki 


Class is diametrically 


nN - 
opposed to the interests of all sections of the master-class, the 
party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 


other party. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
Of political action determined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 


upon the members of the workin 
under its banner to the end tha 


&-class of this country to muster 
t a speedy termination may be 


wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 
labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 


equality, and slavery to freedom. 


o 


producing wealth which man, aided by machin- 
ery, is securing, a power which is increased 
every day by the improvement of old methods 
and machines, and the introduction of new. 
This would continue, even if we had no aliens. 
All that is urged against these victims of “ man’s 
inhumanity to man” could be met by strict 
enforcement of the Sanitary and Housing Acts, 
and by the enactment of laws fixing a maximum 
working week and a minimum wage, equal for 


both sexes when equal work is done.” 


“Isn't that a big order? ”’ 

“Not if the alien problem is as important 
as you urge.” 

“You say that even if all aliens were exclu- 
ded we should still have an unemployed pro- 
blem, In that case we have our colonies.” 

“Where you already have an unemployed 
problem.” ‘ | 

“‘ But not so intense as here.” 

“But you propose to make it so by sending 
more men to them.” 

‘“‘Ah! but that’s where Chamberlain’s scheme 
comes in. Give our colonies more of our trade.” 

“That might help for.a time; but do not 
forget there is no cessation of the development 
of the machine industry,in your colonies as 
elsewhere. In the near future your colonies will 
be manufacturing all that they require, and 
will not then need manufactured goods from 


HOLDS— 
That society as at present constituted is based upon the own- 
. ership of the means of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
¢ 
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Britian. They will be independent of us, as the 
Continental nations have become. Moreover, by 
giving your trade to your colonies you take it 
away from other countries and intensify the 
unemployed problem in those.” 

“ Oh,that's their business.”’ 

“ You admit, then, that these proposals cannot 
solve the problem, that at the best they would 
merely improve matters in some parts of the 
world, and make things worse in others.”’ 

‘‘] quite see now that the problem is an inter- 
national one.” 

‘““And can only be solved by international 
action on the part of the wealth-producers. The 
present demands of the unemployed are un- 
sound.” 

‘“In what way ?”’ 

“They are asking for ‘work’ when already 
far too much ‘ work’ is done. What is required 
is something which involves a change in the 
basis and organisation of society—the redistri- 
bution of work.”’ 

‘The redistribution of work!” 

““Yes. Let everybody work. Let each do his 
share of the work before enjoying any of the re- 
sults of labour.” a 

‘Why, that means—” 

“ALL CHANGE!” ‘ 
CORNER SEAT. 
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That as in the order of social evolution ‘tie working-class is : 
; 





THE POWER TO GENERALISE. 

Sie? 
Sone ises the tremendous waste of 
force results from inability or neglect to 
survey the social problem from a. detached 
point of view, the imrportance of urging the 
necessity for the development of the power to 
generalise becomes apparent. On every hand 
we see reformers directing their efforts toward 
the remedy, or what they conceive to be the 
remedy, for the particular evil that appeals to 
them, aad yet ing to recognise that these 
evils are-but.the outcome: of a common cause 
for the reason that they have never, so to say, 
been able to get outaide their subject and 
it from the broad point of view that is al 
lutely essential to its proper understanding, 
and that neinaead them to see Phe con- 
nection with, and dependency upon, the basic 
fact underlying all the evils of the modern 
form of society, including the pet evils of our 

i reformer: the fact of the private 
ownership of the means of life. ; 

It is easily understood why the intellectual 


vision of the worker should be limited, when ' 


the detailed condition of his labour is rea 
The subdivision of labour has been carried to 
such an extent that the outlook of the worker 
is largely limited to his own particular branch 
of industry; but such an individual must, 
climb out of his rut and view the situation 
generally to understand the position. He must 
leave his position as a cog in a wheel of a com- 
plicated machine, and seek to get over the 
machine iteelf and see it running to be able to 
understand the part he plays there, far less to 
fully comprehend the total economy of the 
machine. ° 
- When a man views a picture he steps back 
until he can see the whole picture a once, Eee 
ting a general view. He can then under- 
woud the true relation of the parts, the bearing 
one part has to another and to the whole, 
which would be impossible without taking such 
a general view. If he were to look never so 
closely at first one part and then another over 
the whole picture, he would have a very con- 
fused idea of the subject of the picture, and 
would be unable to appreciate the details. The 
same thing applies to the social problem. If 
that man were to view the social problem part 
by part over the whole area he would have as 
confused a conception of the problem as the 
art critic would have of that picture. 
he draws back and views the whole question 
he understands the importance, the relation, 
and the value of the details, but such an under- 
standing is impossible until he has taken sath 
general view. And it seems that it is this 
inability to generalise that makes the lopsided, 
ill-balanced cranks, whose inconsistent actions 
so"tend to discredit the movement and play 
into the hands of the enemies of Socialism. 

It is only by taking up this detached point 
of view that we can get a general view of 
modern society and its twentieth century 
poverty problem, for it has become a truism 
that the onlooker sees more of the game than 
the player. The deep and wide division be- 
tween the classes will be more obvious, and 
the gross injustice of modern society will force 
itself upon the observer. To realise one class, 
consisting of millions of men, women, and 
children existing now whose sole function seems 
to be to work, while the result of all their 
labour is poverty and misery and want; while 
the other class live an idle life of luxury and 
pleasure. When the poverty of the wealth- 
producer and the wealth of the non-producer 
are seen together the extraordinary contradic- 
tion of capitalism will be recognised. 

The fads of the social reformers will then 
appear ina newlight. The temperance problem, 
’ the housing problem, the unemployed problem, 
and the hundred and one problems that arise 
from the fundamental economic problem will 
appear as parts. of the whole; and their con- 
nection with, their dependence on, and their 
relation to the whole social problem will make 
plain to the investigator the futihty of an 
attack on any of these special problems. We 
know that such efforts can come to nothing, 
simply because of the neglect to comprehend 
the whole problem, the connection and inter- 


connection of the parts, and, more important | 
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stilt; the Gortimon ‘parent of all the evils that 
the one-sided ‘seek to remedy. Until 
of: the evils that 

society suffers under are traceable, 
ultimately, to the basic factor, the economic 
conditions of society, they will continue to 
waste their. time and energy through an in- 
complete comprehension of the whole social 
problem, which can only be obtained by 


‘making good use of the Power to. Generalise. 


* Diox Kent. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 

Braaches ahd members should parchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC GLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be 
sent. 


PECKHAM BRANCH, 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 12th, 1905, at 7 p.m. 


Ir. B. Philpott Wright 


WILL OPEN A DISCUSSION ON 


“ENVIRONMENT” 


(Analysis of its Causes.) 


Invitation to all interested in 


Special ) 
2 this important subject. 
ed 


~NOTE ADDRESS: 


33, HIGH ST., PECKHAM: 
‘The Socialist Party of Great Britain, 


4 


A Grand Bazaar 


Will be held at 


SYDNEY NAbbh, 
York Read, Battersea, i | 
On SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd, 
MONDAY, 24th, and 
TUESDAY 25th. 


BATTERSEA BRANCH. 


All able to assist in any way should 
communicate immediately with 


A. JONES, 4, Matthew Street, 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea. 


S.P.G.B. 


.A REUNION. 
Of London Members and Friends 


WILL BE HELD AT THE 


RAINBOW HOTEL, NEWGATE ST., 


SATURDAY, 18th MARCH, 
AT 7 P.M. 


ADMISSION FREE. 


Branch Secretaries and others 
SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 
well as anyone else. 


| JACOMB BROS., T.U. Printers, 


Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 


_FULHAM.—. J. B. Allen, 


bs 4 : fel Jos ia wives s 
Y tain eee ~ + 


March 4th, 1905. 
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The Seolalist Party of Great Britain. 


CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, CHartotte St., Lonpox, W. 
General Secretary - - C. LEHANE. 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 

BATTERSEA—A. Jones, Secretaty, 8, Mathew St., 
Latchmere te, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p-m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch.can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should besent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
1st and 8rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305 
Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch. 

eetsevery Friday at the Secretary’s address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenny, Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 

Tottenham, N. Business ings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmostow every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

, 48, Mableth 
Rd., Fulham Cross, SW. Branch ane 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

ISLINGTON.—Padraig Ua Toibin, jo 112, 
Fonthill Road, Finsb Park, N. ranch 
meets every 2nd and ath Tuesday of the month 
at 8.30 p.m. at the “Hope Coffee Tavern,’* 
112, Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park, N. 

PADDINGTON.--T. A. Wilson, Sec., ‘Mostyn 

rdens, Kensal Rise. Branch mes every 
Wednesday at 8.80 p:m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, y, 91, Evelina Rd. 
Nafhead, S.E° Prantl lee every Monda r 
at 8.80 p:m., at '83, High St., Peckham, SE. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, Secretary, 5, Rut- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets and 4th 
Fridays in each month at-8.80 at secretary's 
address, ° : 

TOOTING.—C, Goss, Secretary; 78, Balham Grove, 
Balham,S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at 61, Glasford Street, 
Tooting. 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N, Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above- 
address, + 

WATFORD.—D. R. Newfifnds, Sec., 5, Highfield Rd., 
Bushey, Herts. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sun— 
days inmonth, Economic Class 2nd and 4th 
Sunday, at 16, Merton Rd., Watford, at 3 p.m. 

WEST HAM.-G. J. Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmgcott,” 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, £. Branch cs 
every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanle 
Villas, Westbury Acacia. Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m, 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, 
BATTERSEA, s.w. 


Sunday Night Lectures. 


The following Lectures will be delivered at the 
above hall during March : 
March 5: A. ANDERSON. 
Subject; The CURSE of COMPRO- 
MISE. 


March 12: E. J. B. ALLEN. 
Subject: SOCIALISM & EVOLUTION. 


March 19: F. C. WATTS, A. 

ANDERSON, Cc. 

LEHANE, H. NEU- 

- MANN, & J. FITZ= 
GERALD. 

Special Meeting: THE PARIS COMMUNE. 


March 26: H. BELSEY. 
Subject: LITERATURE. 


April 2: R. KENNY. 


Subject: SOCIALISM & TRADE 
UNIONISM. 


TIME 7 p.m. ADMISSION FREE. 
ALL WORKERS INVITED. 
“{07, Charlotte St, W. 


—— 
. 
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OBJECT. 

The establishment of a aystem of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
ia the interest of the whole community. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS . 

That society as at present constituted is 
based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antag- 
onism of rama pores ner ne . class 
struggle, between those who possess but do not 
ptodas and those who produce but do not 


That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 
version into the common p y of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. . 

That as in the order of social evolution the 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinction of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 

That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national mae local, in order that: this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

Tue SociaList Party or Great Brrram, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly 
capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner to theend that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


— a 


ENQUIRIES INVITED. 


BRANCHES WANTED IN EVERY 
TOWN IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
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Roosevett will fight the Trusts! So were the 
American people in particular and the civilized 
world in general told when he was put in power. 
Such of the American people as had knowledge 
smiled, if they did not, they should have done. 
ane ae Trust was impeached, and oval 
guilty of conspiracy to fix prices, secure ille 
rebates from the railroads, and stifle free com- 
ition. The United States Circuit Court of 
inois granted an injunction against the Trust 
on the foregoing counts. But the Trust did not 
worry—it simply continued in the same old 
way. Onthe 3lst of January, 1905, the news- 
papers stated their belief that criminal pro- 
ceedings would be taken against the firms cop- 
stituting the Trust. Speaking on the following 
day at Philadelphia, Mr. Roosevelt urged, among 
other things, more federal control of commerce 
and particularly of railroads. “ Neither this peo- 
ple nor any other free people ” he declared, “will 
permanently tolerate vast power conferred by 
vast wealth in a corporate form, that does not 
lodge somewhere in the Government a still 
higher power of seeing that this power is used 
for and not against the people as a whole.” In 
New York, on the same day, a railroad Trust, 
believed in financial circles to be the largest of 
its kind, was brought into existence. Mr. W-H. 
Newman, president of the New York Central 
Line, was appointed president of the Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, and S. Louis lines, popu- 
larly, known as the “big four.” This combin- 
ation consists of nearly thirty distinct lines, and 
controls all the great routes from New York to 
Chicago, with the exception of the Pennsylvanian 
railway. . The final aim of the Trust is to make 
ractically one system from the Atlantic to the 
acific and to form one huge combination with a 
capital of seven billion dollars (£1,400,000,000). 
On the following day a Cotton Trust was formed, 
with a capital of a hundred million dollars 
(£20,000,000).. It comprises almost all the mills 
in Massachusetts and some in the other New 
England States. The reason given for its form- 
ation was that the northern mills could not 
ma ge with the southern and they had to 
amalgamate in order to exist. The paragraph 
significantly concludes thus: ‘‘The new ‘Trust 
proposes to reorganise the business of the mills 
it takes over, on the basis of economical pro- 
duction and new processes of weaving. There 
will be economies effected in the labour and 
management of the mills.” Thus the Trusts 
show their contempt for the powers that be. 
Not a President goes to the White House with- 
out their permission. As Mr. William Allen 
White points out in the New York “Collier's,” 
“The people howl for Roosevelt and whoop it 
up for reform, until the railroads begin issuing 
passes and contributing to the campaign fund. 
Then these same dear patriotic people get in 
special trains, eat free railroad grub, corrode 
their insides with free railroad liquor, and 
hurrah for “the old man” who sees the rail- 
roads run the government.”’ 

But, says the Britisher, this is all in America 
and it does not follow that similar things occur 
or could occur in England. We have no such 
Trusts. Let us see. On January 30th of this 
year, news was published of the amalgamation 
of two most important cotton-spinning associa- 
tions. Between them they controlled over 


England Iron and Steel Masters met and arrived 
at an understanding, the result of which was 
very soon shewn in a reduction of the wages of 
the employees of the firms concerned. Recently 
the Cornish producers of china formed them- 
selves into an Association. Even the capitalist 
papers refer to the London Coal Trade as “ the 
Coal ring,” whilst that of the Billingsgate Fish 
merchants is well-known. The American in- 
vasion to capture the Tobacco trade taught the 
English manufacturers that the only way that 
they could fight a Trust was by forming another 
and the Imperial Tobacco Company was the 
result. The Liquor monopoly is of .course a 
Trust, the strength of which is largely due to 
the policy pursued by the lopsided ‘“ Temper- 
ance” reformers. At the present moment, the 
“one-man grocer” as he is called, is much 
agitated about the statement that the Maza- 
wattee Tea Co. is about to open 300 to 400 shops 
in the country for the retailing of its tea and 
other commodities, but it is no trade secret that 
the vast proportion of the retail grocery shops 
belong to similar mammoth concerns. The pro- 
vision shops, too, are often merely distributive 
depots for the wholesale houses, whilst few of 
the “master” bakers are other than managers 
for, or “ tied’ tenants of, the millers. Then we 
have the Wall-Paper Trust, the Type-Writer 
Trust, and soon. Here, as abroad, industry after 
industry becomes trustified. The only way in 
which the capitalists of any country can hope 
to secure and maintain a hold upon the World’s 
Markets is by these large combinations of cap- 
ital, with their resulting more systematic 
methods of organisation and ‘effective econ- 
omies in labour and management.” 

This ever extending growth of the Trusts 
means a more and more precarious existence for 
the workers. The ever-improving machinery 
that these large capitals can operate should 
prove to the workers that they have no effective 
weapon with which to fight them and resist 
their aggressions. The Trade Unions with their 
few thousands of pounds cannot hope to success- 
fully fight the Trusts with their millions. The 
power of the machine alone will almost crush 
them, but the machine and the large capital 
combined in the Trust they cannot fight. The 
lesson of the class war must be brought home 
to them. Just as in the United States the cap- 
italist papers admit the control of the Govern- 
ment by the Trusts, so will it happen here in 
England. The only way of salvation for the 
workers lies in the transformation of these 
Trusts into national property and the organisa- 
tion of industry on a co-operative basis of pro- 
duction for use and not for profit. No capitalist 
party will legislate for this—they dare not, on 
the pain of self-extinction. The only party that 
dare go to the legislative assemblies to do this 
is the Socialist working-class, organised on the 
lines of the class war, with its tacticsand policy 
in accord with its principle, with a clear know- 
ledge of the fact that rent, profit, and interest 
exist because the workers—the wealth-crea- 
tors—are robbed of the wealth they produce, 
whether taken from them by private capitalists 
or by the capitalist state or municipality. A 
revolutionary Socialist party alone can act in the 
real interests of the workers, and for the workers 
of this country that party is The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain.—E. J. B. ALLEN. 
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‘No doubt,” says a corre¢pondent, “you have 
readers who are interested in the affairs of 
Messrs. Kidd, McAllen, Barns, Curran, &c., but 
for me they are unimportant.” Well, much 
depends upon the point of view, and from ours 
they are very important. 
eo 

Tae Socrarist, Stawparp is not issued with 
the object of providing a livelihoad for profes- 
sional journalista, or to boom certain persons 
who think, rightly or wrongly, that’ good -will 
result if, by becoming Councillors or ME. s, 
they-canenhance their reputetions as ““lesgers ” 
of the working-class. It would be easier, 4nd 
doubtless produce better financial results, for 
the conductors to devote the paper to cycling, 
theatrical and anti-theological matters, with 
Socialism as a sideline. But it is the official 
organ of a militant Socialist Party, not existing 
to induce folks to believe in Socialism as a 
“pious opinion” but as a necessary and desir- 
able revolution which they shall organise to 
accomplish. The Party holds very definite 
views as to the tactics of the Socialist Army and 
was founded because these tactics were not 
being pursued by any existing body. 


= 
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In promulgating their views concerning the 
establishment of the Socialist Republic and the 
basis of organisation of the Socialist working- 
class, the members of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain are inevitably brought into con- 
flict with other bodies claiming to be Socialist 
as well as with capitalist politicians. It is 
necessary to show how not to do*it, as well as 
how to do it. It is claimed that the L.R.C., 
S.D.F., and I.L.P., are examples of how not to 
do it, and it is therefore necessary to criticise 
and to oppose them, quite as much as the 
orthodox politicians. In this connection, how- 
ever the aim has always been to be as vigorous 
and as critical as circumstances demand, but 


not caustic or abusive. 


& 
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A case in point. Class-conscious Socialists 
must oppose capitalist candidates because the 
latter stand for Capitalism as against Socialism, 
for the perpetuation of the class war by the 
perpetuation of classes, for the interests of the 
exploiters as against those of the exploited. 
These reasons should always be stated on the 
platform and inthe press. Yet only last month, 
at a meeting called to promote the candidature 
of Major Jameson for South West Ham, Coun- 
cillor Davis (LL.P.) moved, and Councillor J. 
Jones (S.D.F.) seconded an amendment declar- 
ing that because Major Jameson had been 
indifferent to his Parliamentary duties during 
the present. Parliament, and knowing that he 
was elected for West Clare as an Irish Nation- 
alist and had now changed his politics, he was 
not a fitand proper person to represent South 

. West Ham. Now the reasons given here might 
be good ones from the point of view of one set 
of capitalist politicians opposing another, but 
they are not Socialist reasons. The policy here 
pursued was not a “ straight” one; the tactics 
were those of suppression and confusion. 


& 
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It is easy to multiply instances of the contra- 
dictory and confusing tactics of the S.D.F. 
W. C. Steadman is the London Trades Council 
and Liberal candidate for Central Finsbury, 
vice-president of the Central Finsbury Liberal 
Association, president of the Stepney Liberal, 
Radical, Labour, and Progressive Association, 
and Progressive member of the L.C.C. for 
Stepney. At the February meeting of the 
London Trades Council, presided over by 
H. Quelch (editor of Justice) the question of 
Steadman’s refusal to sign the L.R.C. constitu- 
tion was raised, and Quelch pointed out that 
it had been understood all through that Stead- 
man had thesupport of the L.T.C. His failure 
to conform to the rules of any other body made 
no difference to theirattitude. They supported 
him before the L.R.C. was formed. Now, not 
only the chairman, but the secretary, and also 
very many of the delegates to the L.T.C. are 
members of the S.D.F. They are supporting 
Steadman, although in Justice for May 22nd, 


189%; H. Queleh wrote: “The non-Sdécialist 
trade-nnionist isthe type of Igbour representa- 
tive which is fashionable inthe House of Com- 
moné and in other representative assemblies in 
the kingdom. We had better have none at all. 
Flunkeys and sycophants, they ape the airs of 
their masters, while they contemn and _ misre- 
present tht class in whose name they claim to 
speak” ; and in the same paper a fortnight ago 
Steadman was described as a “Liberal decoy- 
duck.” Undoubtedly he is, and as such is 


supported by the S.D.F. 
e 


2 & 

“Ts it true tliat Lady Warwick has become a 
Socialist ?.” asks a comrade in Bulgaria, on a 
postcard written in Eagerento, The long reply 
which hag been sent to him in the same langua 
will give him an up-to-date idea of the condition 
of the Socialist movement in this country. 
According to her ladyship’s own statement she 
is now a “proud and convinced member of the 
S.D.F.,” but it does not follow that she is there- 
fore a Socialist. To a representative of the 
Daily Chronicle she quoted details of the 8.D.F. 
programme with which she is ‘‘ wholly in agree- 
ment,” butit is not at all necessary to be a 
Socialist to agree with the items to which she 
refers. Moreover, she takes exception to the 
abolition of the monarchy, and it is quite evi- 
dent that she has still a very great regard for 
the pomps and vanities connected therewith. 
To believe in the establishment of the Socialist 
Republic and object to the abolition of the 
monarchy is like endeavouring to make the 
Socialist omelet without breaking the capitalist 
egg. 
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One wonders what is the real significance of 
the booming of the Countess of Warwick in the 
capitalist press, especially since the banquet to 
“ Tabour ” M.P.’s and candidates at which she 
told of her ‘“little scheme.” ‘I have been 
saving up my money” she said “for ever 80 
Tong, and I have bought a forty h.p. motor car 
to be at your service. It is to be painted red 
and some of us are going in it to visit every 
constituency for which a Labour candidate 
stands, from John O’Groats to Land’s End. 
We shall leave. no stone unturned, when the great 
struggle comes, as come it will very soon, to put 
Labour members into Parliament.” The italics 
are ours ; 80 put because of the obvious attempt 
by “H. W.L.” in Justice to lead us to suppose 
that this is not the object of the tour. 
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Whether she understands Socialism or not, 
it is apparent that the Countess does not intend 
to ‘come out from among ” that Society which 
“either bores or is bored,” ‘‘There are few 
sights more impressive,” says Vanity Farr, 
‘than the entrance of the King and Queen into 
the House of Lords on the opening day. . . 
Lady Warwick was in vivid green, with her 
hair dressed in high Empirecurls, which showed 
above her crown of emeralds and diamonds.” 
From the same journal we learn that “‘ the Quorn 
had a great day on Friday. . The meet 
was at Melton Mowbray, in the Countess of 
Wilton’s grounds.” 


eases, Earls and Countesses, Lords and Ladies, 
Baronets, and even a Marquess and a Prince. 
We must confess that the presence of an ‘‘avowed 
Socialist” atsuch functions as these is distaste- 
ful to us because they are outward and visible 
signs of the domination and degradation of the 
wealth-creators by the monopolists and their 
parasites. 
& - > 

No report of the Countess’s dinner to“ labour”’ 
candidates appeared in Justice, although the 
editor himself was present ! 
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Speaking of motor-cars, what has become of 

“Tattler’s” crusade against these, “ infernal 

machines invented by the classes for the pur- 
pose of maiming and killing the masses ”’ ? 


& 
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Some branches of the I.L.P. wish to incorpor- 
ate the word “Socialist” in its title. London 
City, diplomatic and probably inspired, wish 
the N.A.C. to report upon the matter at the 
1906 Conference. This is the Royal Commis- 
s1i0n method; Derby would like the name to be 
“ The Socialist Party.”” The Socialist Party of 


Besides the Countess of | 
Warwick, there were present Dukes and Duch-_ 
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Great Britém would be imitated and oe 


‘feel flattered. With Shakespeare we can say: 


“Who steals my purse steals trash.” As ours 
ig'the straight Socialist Party, the man with the 
bag is not weighed down by its ponderosity. 
But when. it is suggested that the I.L.P. shou 
“annex” our good name, we must protest; 
afthough we do not anticipate that the proposal 
will receive much support. The leaders, at any 
rate, prefer to keep their Socialism in the -back- 
ground, or to confuse it with references to 
vhristianity and Labourism, or like the S.D.F., 
fo support its enemies. A party must be 
judged by ‘its actions, and these have proved 
that the 1.L.P. is the enemy of uncompromising 
Socialism. ’ 
& | 
& a 

A Walthamstow comrade, who finds it exceed- 
ingly interesting and instructive to read back 
numbers of Justice and compare them with 
present issues expresses his surprise at the very 
great change that has taken place. He says 
that in September, 1894, the leading article 
declared that the object of the I.L.P., in common 
with that of other working-class organisations, 
whether they had accepted collectivist theories 
or not, was to secure better rations for the wage- 
slave, but that that was not the object of the 
$.D.F., which was striving for the abolition of 
wagedom: Seeing that the energies of the 
S.D.F. are now devoted to the advocacy of two 
palliatives, viz., relief works for the unemployed 
and free meals for the wage-slaves that are to 
be, he asks what has become of the object of 
1894. As we have.so often pointed out, the 
§.D.F. has ceased to be a revohitionaty body, 
is now a mere reform society, like the I.L.P. and 
other bodies which it so freely criticises and 
condemns. 

eo *«@ 

This comrade calls to mind the condemnation 

of Tom Mann which appeared in Justice in J une, 


1896, for allowing a joint committee to’ delete 


from his election address the words: “I am a 
Socialist,” and otherwise modifying and moder- 
ating it. He questions the official announce- 
ment that the Walthamstow branch of the S.D.F. 
are running G. Bailey for the District Council, 
because the Walthamstow Trades and Labour 
Council are running him with others as pure 
‘and simple “ Labour” candidates. In support 
of this he forwards a copy of Bailey’s election 
address. It is true that on the front page the 
candidate is described as of the “ Navvies’ 
Union and 8.D.F.,” but in much larger type 
the candidates are referred to on the same page 
as ‘‘ the only Labour Candidates selected by the 
Walthamstow Trades and Labour Council.” 
The address itself contains no statement of the 
principles of Socialism and no reference thereto. 
It speaks of the “ need of independent labour 
representation.” One item of the education 
section is purely individualistic and the whole 
of the programme could be subscribed to by any 
municipal “reformer.” In conclusion it is 
signed by the candidates for all the wards, and 
even the letters “S.D.F.” have been omitted 
from Bailey’s name, who is simply “ Secretary, 
Navvies’ Union.” And our correspondent 
again refers to Justice of June, 1896, which 
stated that it was of no consequence at all to 
Socialists elected unless they were elected as 
ialists. That, of course, was and is the 
sound position. All that has changed is the 
policy of the S.D.F. It was because of this 
change that many of us, convinced that the 
intransigeant, uncompromising policy is the 
only sound and honest one, were compelled to 
resign our many-years’ membership of the S.D.F. 
“ The policy of ‘no compromise’ must necess- 
arily be defeated again and again before it wins. 
But when t does win u& wins unconditionally, 
and 1s unhampered by restrictions, arrangements, 
or intrigues.” ‘That. holds good as much to-day 
as when it was written, in the name of the 
S.D.F., nearly twelve years ago; and in this 
country those who, having accepted the princi- 
ples of Socialism, agree with the policy of *‘ No 
Compromise,” agree with Wilhelm Liebknecht 
that ‘‘ the separation of the Socialists from all 
other parties, this essential difference which 
silly opponents take as a reason or pretext for 
declaring us political outlaws, is our pride and 
our strength,” should join the only party which 
is organised upon these lines, The Socialist 

Party of Great Britain. 

J. Kay. 
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SOCIALISTS & CAPITALIST HOSPITALS. 


Way “capitalist” hospitals ? the non-Socialist 
will ask. Because the diseases and injuries 
there treated are caused, almost entirely by the 
unhealthy conditions of life of the workers, 
imposed upon them by the capitalist system, or 
negligence of the employers to provide accident 
Larry uppliances. Because, also, as consist- 
ent Socialists have always pointed out, the 
patients, mostly of the working-class, are used 
Seeeeenueent on for the benefit of the propertied 


“ The hospitals, it should be remembered, are 
the training schools of the medical profession.” 
wrote London’s Lord Mayor in 1899, “and for 
that reason deserve grateful recognition and 
adequate support.” The treatment meted out 
to the ‘‘subjects ”’ is detailed by a medical 
practitioner in the Grand Magazine in the 
course of which he declares that although 
medical students must learn their business, 
patients also have rights—but the poorer class 
of these, especially women, are treated as if they 
were destitute of human feeling. He asserts 
that in every hospital recognised by the Medical 
Council as a place of instruction for students 
the treatment of the patients isentirely subord- 
inated to the instruction of those students and 
that it may be said with perfect truth that the 
girls and young women who attend the public 
hospitals gain the possible healing of their bodies 
at the expense of mortal injury to their souls. 
What, he asks, must be the moral effect on a 
modest girl who goes to a hospital complaining 
of some trivial ailment, and is stripped naked 
to the waist, and subjected to the salacious 
scrutiny of some dozens of youths who lay hands 
on her and maul her about to their hearts’ con- 
tent? It is immaterial whether she complains 
of or has anything the matter with her chest or 
not. She, in common with her sisters in mis- 
fortune, is utilised as ‘‘ material "’ for the instruc- 
tion of students. At onetime he saw 14 young 
women of ages from 12 to 25, all standing 
stripped in this manner. One girl, aged 18, 
told him she had been attending the hospital 
nearly every fortnight for over -three years. 
Imagine how much modesty would be left in 
her after exhibiting herself in this fashion for 
years to many hundreds of students. There 


was not the slightest hope of cureor improve- 


ment, so that this girl was regularly exposed in 
this manner merely because she was an “ interest- 
ing case.” Eighteen months ago he was the 
unwilling witness of an even greater atrocity. 
A woman was dying of malignant disease of the 
stomach, and the physician under whose “ care ”’ 
she was was delivering a clinical lecture, taking 
the unhappy woman as his text. In the course 
of his remarks he mentioned various ways of 
ascertaining the extent of the stomach, amongst 
them the method of inflating it with gas, and 
then by percussion mapping out its boundaries. 
A student inquired precisely how it was done, 
and the physician said he would show him. 
The patient was thereupon given a solution of 
bicarbonate of soda, and this dose was immedi- 
ately followed by one of tartaric acid. The 
effect on the poor woman was pitiful, as one can 
readily understand, for the stomach was 
instantly distended enormously, which would 
have been extremely painful had it been healthy ; 
how much more so when eaten out with cancer ? 
She was hours recovering from the effect of this 
unnecessary experiment, and she died the next 
day. Is it fair, or just, or even reasonable that, 
in addition to the pain and worry of her disease, 
a young woman should be compelled to sacrifice 
her modesty by stripping herself to the gaze 
and handling of dozens of men? No medical 
man would dream of treating a private patient 
in such an: unseemly manner. Why, then, 
should advantage be taken of the poverty of less 
fortunate women ? 

Of course, there is nothing new in all this. 
Such practices have assisted Socialists in their 
opposition to attempts to persuade the workers 
to contribute to hospital funds, or to take part 
in friendly society, trades union and other like 
parades, and street collections. Moreover, the 
voting of subsidies by public bodies has, until 
recently been strenuously resisted. Weknow that 
this attitude is unpopular, because the workers 
have been bamboozled into believing that the 
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hospitals exist for their benefit, but it is none | 


the less the correct one for the Socialist, who 
sees in the failure of the capitalist-class to sup- 
port them, an opportunity for the people to 


provide, own and control such places in the | 
| what may be called property crimes. The jails 


interest of and for the benefit of all. 
In view of recent developments, it would be 


too much to expect S.D.F. members and other | 


representatives to support such a 
On the 


“Jabour ”’ 
vote-spoiling, ‘inopportune ”’ attitude. 


hospital Sunday demonstrations we knew in the 


old days. 


PROPERTY AND CRIME. 


Near_y our whole criminal code is made up of 


and penitentiaries of the world are filled to over- 
Howing with men and women who have been 


| charged with committing crimes against pro- 


se 99 j rty. 
contrary, they must ‘* use every means’’ to get | pers 


and keep seats. We seldom hear of the anti- | the subject of these dire assaults? No matter 


ut where is the property that has been 


| where you turn your eyes in the world, the 


We do occasionally hear of so-called | 


Socialist councillors and other elected persons | 
appearing at dinners organised for the purpose | 
of raising funds for hospitals and learning to | 


use the tooth-pick with the best of them. Butitis ~~ , - 
| mitted no crime against property. The state- 


left to an S.D.F. councillor of West Ham to 


propose an express speed down-hill policy in | 
this connection by placing the following reso- | 
lution upon the agenda for a recent meeting of | 


Council. ‘Councillor Hayday will move: 
‘That the Council do approach the trustees of 
the West Ham hospital for the purpose of enter- 
ing into an arrangement by whick upon pay- 
ment by the Council to the trustees of the 
annual sum of £1,000 the latter will, from time 


whole property is in the hands of achosen few, 
and the so-called owners of all this wealth— 
created by the labour of man and the bounty 
of nature—these so-called owners have com- 


ment of the fact is sufficient to show the in- 
equality of the whole system under which the 
fruits of the earth are kept in the possession of 


the few. 
As a consequence of his desire for life and 
the means that make it certain and pleasant, 


| man has-ever turned his attention to the con- 


to time, receive into the hospital such number of | 


sick inhabitants as may be nominated by the 
Council.’”” Aswe have seen no report of its 
being discussed or voted upon we presume it 
has not been reached and stands postponed. 
Meanwhile the West Ham branch of The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain have sent a 
letter of protest to the Council, setting forth 
their reasons, and we trust their action will pre- 
vent public funds being voted to private insti- 
tutions where the bodies of the working-class 
are utilized as experimental objects for the 
benefit of the rich.—W. 


— ee 
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Tae Re-union of members of The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain to celebrate the anniversary of 
the Paris Commune was held on Saturday, 
March 18th. 1905, at the ‘‘ Rainbow Hotel,” 
Newgate Street, E.C. At 7 o'clock the members 
began to gather in goodly numbers, and it was 
soon seen that they were not only bent upon 
having an enjoyable evening, but that they 
meant that this, the first Re-union of members, 
should be a notable success. This was also 
anticipated by the organisers of the gathering 
who had provided a splendid programme of 
musical and elocutionary talent. Comrades 


quest of nature, reducing vegetable and animal 
life to his control. But his conquest does not 
end here. Ever has man enslaved his fellow : 
he has sought to make his own career upon 
earth pleasanter and more certain by compelling 
others to toil for him. In its more primitive 
stages slavery was enforced by the ownership 
of the man. In its later and more refined stages 
it is carried on by the ownership of the things 
from which man must live. The rulers no 
longer have the right to buy and sell the man, 
to send him here and there to suit their will. 
They simply have the power to dictate the terms 


| upon which he can stand upon the earth. With 


the mines, the forests, the oil, the harbors, the 
railroads, and the really valuable productive 
land in the rulers’ hands, the dominance and 
power of man over his fellows is absolute and 


| complete. 


Kent and Fitzgerald were expected to preside | 


during the evening, but pending their arrival | 


the chair was taken by Comrade Crump, who | 5Windling, and yet the largest part of business 


opened the proceedings. He vacated the chair 
on the arrival of Comrade Kent, who delivered 
the usual chairman’s speech. Amongst those 
who so splendidly contributed to the evening’s 
entertainment were: the Misses Beale, Mrs. 
Newlands, H. Young, D. Newlands, E. Fare- 
brother, T. Tarrant, H. Belsey, F. S. Leigh, 
T. A. Jackson. We also had a stirring address 
from Comrade Anderson, and the meeting term- 
inated by singing the “International,” and with 
cheers for the Social Revolution and for The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain Over a hundred 
of the members of our party were present and 


they fully expressed the opinion that the suc- | 
cess of the re-union would more than justify the | 


| 
| 


| 


holding of many similar functions in the near | 


future.—O.C. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their | 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, | 
154, Ashmore Road,: Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. | 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington | 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be | 
sent. 
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The rulers make penal codes for the regula- 
tion and control of the earth and all the pro- 
perty thereon. Not only do they make these 
rules for their brief, haughty lives, but they 
provide that it may pass from hand to hand for 
ever. The generations now living, or rather 
those that are dead and gone, fixed the status 
of unborn millions, and decreed that they shall 
have no place to live except upon such terms as 
may be dictated by those who then controlled 
the earth. To retain all the means of life in 
the hands of the few and compel the many to 
do service to support these few requires the 
machinery of the state. It is for this that penal 
laws are made. 

The criminal statutes forbid extortion and 


is extortion, and much of the balance is swin- 
dling. Real extortion is taking for any service 
more than it is fairly worth by means of agen- 
cies created by the extorter to despoil his victim 
and this is the business of the business world. . . 
The law forbids swindling, at least in certain 
ways, and yet a large part of business consists 
in making the public believe that they are get- 
ting more value for what they give than the 
tradesman can possibly afford. All our 
merchants and tradesmen frantically call out 
their lies in every form, that they may sell their 
wares for a larger price than they are really 
worth. And yet to all of this the criminal code 
has no word to say. The man who can buy the 
space of a great paper to tell the wondrous 
qualities of the wares he has to sell is not the 


| sort of man to come within the meshes of the 
| penal code. 


Remove dire poverty, as could easily be done 
with a tithe of what is now spent on force: let 
organised society meet the individual, not with 


| force, but with, helpfulness and love, and the 


inducement to commit crime could not exist. 
Let society be the friend not the tyrant, the 
brother not the jailor, and the feeling will be 
repaid a thousandfold. 

CLARENCE S. Darrow, in “ Resist not Evil.”’ 


Readers in West London who wish to have 


THE Sociatist Stranparp delivered at their ad 
| dresses can do so by dropping a post card 


to H. Hutchins, 4, South Wharf Road, Padding- 


ton, W. 
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THE CRY OF THE WORKLESS. 

In the November issue of Tae Socratist STANDARD 
we showed that the unemployed problem could 
be solved only by the getting rid of the capital- 
ist system of society, and that any attempt to 
solve this problem within the limits of the 
prevailing system of industrialism was 80 much 
wasted labour. : : 

We offer no apology for again reverting to 
this question. The whole course of events since 
our article was written has more than borne out 
the strength of our contentions, and we are 
more than ever convinced of the uselessness of 
trying to combat the economic forces which 
make for an increase in the number of the 


unemployed by seeking the assistance of a 


capitalist government. 

Unfortunately for the development of our 
views on this matter there exists a large num- 
ber of men who, while admitting the cause of 
unemployment which we have adduced, viz., 
the developmént of machinery and the conse- 
quent concentration of capital in fewer hands, 
yet think that they can secure some amelioration 
of the lifecondition of the workless working- 
men by trusting to the Government of the 
time. 

With us they are aware that the introduction 
of more highly specialised machinery is per- 
mitting within the factory the liberation of 
manv men formerly employed, and the substi- 
tution of women’s labour for men’s labour. 
Such a result is viewed as highly desirable by 
the capitalist who constantly scrutinises his 
wage-bill with the idea of reducing it, but for 
the worker the result is less desirable. For the 
latter it means a curtailment of his supply of 
food, and of the other necessaries of life of 
himself and his family. His wages being, on 
the average, limited by the cost of maintaining 
himself and his family, any stoppage of his 
wages ineans a stoppage in his maintenance. 

The extent to which the machine has ousted 
the worker may be ascertained by a glance at 
the census returne. Comparing the figures of 
1891 with those for 1901 we find that there 
has been a great reduction of those employed in 
the textile industries at the same time that 
there has been a great increase in output. In 
the cotton trade there has been a great reduc- 
tion both of men and women ; s0 also in woollen 
and worsted, linen, silk; while in the lace 


industry an increase in the number of women 


has been nearly compensated by a reduction in 
the number of men employed. Again we must 
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remember that, in the various trades, not only 
has the number of those employed diminished, 
but the work of those employed has become 
more intermittent ; out-of-work and short-time 
workers being on the increase. 

These results arise naturally from the con- 
ditions of employment to-day. . The owners of 
property are ever on the look-out for means of 
augmenting their possessions. They employ 
their capital in industrial operations simply for 
the purpose of deriving from its use profit or 
interest. So long as they get their profits 
increased they care little for the conditions under 
which the work in their factory, in their mine, 
or on their railway is carried on. They never 
seek to know whether those working for them 
are living happy and contented lives. For 
them the worker isan abstraction—the materi- 
alisation of some portion of their capital in 
exactly the same way as another portion of their 
capital shows itself as raw material, as auxiliary 
material, as factory building, or as finished 
product. He sees the worker figuring on his 
periodical balance-sheet as “ Wages,’’ and cares 
nothing that ‘‘ Wages ” means so mgny sentient 
human beings capable of thinking, loving, 
functioning even as he does. : 

Why then should he hesitate, when the mark- 
ets are glutted, when his “ wages” have been 
transformed into more goods than the market 
can consume, when goods cannot be sold because 
hungry men and women have not the where- 
withal to buy food, when ill-clad children 
cannot have clothing provided for them because 
there is too much in the shops, to turn adrift 
those he no longér wishes to employ because 
they are no longer profitable ? 

And the result is invariably that, during 
periods when the markets are teeming with food 
and clothing, the workers are sent adrift and 
cannot purchase the things of which they are 
so sorely in need. 

The only solution to this state of affairs is 
to abolish Capitaliam. The whole trend of 
évents is in the direction of Collectivist pro- 
duction and the inquirer into things political 
and economic can see that the capitalist, having 
ceased to be useful, is using the whole govern- 
mental machinery to safeguard the interests of 
his class. 

The worker must learn that he has to look to 
himself and his fellows to work out the emanci- 
pation of the working-class. Only by combin- 
ing to capture the political machinery and to 
use the power thus acquired for the overthrow 
of Capitalism can he hope to. obtain, once and 
for all, a full and complete solution to the 
unemployed problem. 

What then are we to think of those who admit 


these facts and yet inveigh against the Govern- 


ment for not dealing with the unemployed ? 
The fact that the Government, and the class 
represented by the Government, have every- 
thing to gain from the existence of the unem- 
ployed ought to have prevented those people 
from begging for an autumn session to deal 
with the unemployed. By such an action they 
lead people to think that the unemployed 
problem may find its solution by trusting to 
parliaments composed of members of the 
middle-class. 

This is the charge we make against those 
who, while pretending to lead, to organise, to 
direct the unemployed, believe that no solution 
of the problem is possible within capitalist 
society. They lead the workers to think that a 
solution is to be found without the change from 
Capitalism to Socialism which we have shown to 
be necessary. ‘They lead them to think that 
Government, by holding autumn sessfeas to 
discuss the question, can take steps towards its 
solution. They befog the class-issde in. which 
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they pretend,to believe. Mr. Keir Hardie refuses 
to raise the. issue in the House of Commons 
because the Government have decided to shelve 
the matter by including a pious phrase in the 
King’s Speech. 

We can only believe that those whe are 
engaged in this so-called organisation of the 
unemployed are doing so in order to make 
political capital out of it. They have no hope 
or belief that the unemployed workers them- 
selves will prove valuable recruits to their 
movement but they think that there are others 
among the employed who will mistake their 


efforts for the genuine zeal of those who are in 


earnest, and who will join their party in con- 
sequence. 

We have no faith in those beliefs. We do 
not think the efforts for the unemployed are 
sincere, and we believe the efforts now made 
will prove as futile to-day as they have always 
hitherto done. The unemployed will not be 
converted by them. The employed will not 
be befooled by them. They will not gain their 
political capital. 

The Socialist Party of Great Britain stands 
out as the only party which has not tried to 
make the unemployed believe that they must 
trust to parties outside themselves. The un- 


employed—and every worker is every day more 


likely to fall within that category— must look 
to themselves and to their fellow-workers for 
the redress of their ills. 

The poverty of their lives, the. misery in 
which they dwell, can only be removed by a 
steady effort in the direction of proving to them 
that the unemployed question is but a phase of 
the social problem, and that the social problem 
is to be solved by removing the cause of the 
poverty and the misery, and the degradation of 
the working-class—the class-ownership of the 
means of producing and distributing wealth. 

Workers, employed and unemployed! Rally 
round The Socialist Party of Great Britain and 
make it your party through which the change 
is to be brought about which shall secure to you 
and yours the guarantee of health and comfort 
and plenty. 


RURAL POVERTY. 


. :0:——_ 


Tue recently published transactions of the 
Sociological Society in a volume of “ Sociologi- 
cal Papers” (Macmillan, 10s. 6d.) contain an 
interesting addition to. the investigations of 
Booth and Rowntree which should prove useful 
to the Socialist propagandist. An investigation 
into the conditions of “‘ Life in an English 
Agricultural Village,” by Mr. Harold H. Mann, 
discloses a condition of life among the rural 
proletariat that is sufficient of itself to condemn 
the proposals of certain superficial reformers to 
solve the unemployed problem by sending the 
unemployed “ back to the land.” The 30°1 per 
cent. of the population of London on or below 
the ‘‘ poverty line’; the 29°83 per cent. of the 
population of York at or below the standard of 
“‘ physical efficiency ” ; and the 34°3 per cent. of 
the population of this typical English agricul- 
tural village of Ridgmount in Bedford in a 
state of “ primary poverty,” present a problem 
that surely merits the attention of everybody, 
and particularly requires the consideration of 
the working-class who have to do all the suffer- 
ing as wellas all the work. _ 

The village is a purely agricultural one, and 
is chosen as being most typical of the surround- 
ing country, and almost all the population are 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. The Duke 
of Bedford is the greatest landowner, house- 
owner, and employer in the district. Mr. Mann 
finds, after a careful consideration of the prices 
of commodities in the village, that the minimum 
required to maintain an average family of hus- 
band, wife and three children, is 18s. 4d. per 
week. ‘‘‘Primary Poverty’ is here taken to be 
that poverty caused by an insufficiency of earn- 
ings, even when most economically applied, to 
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rovide for physical efficiency. ‘Secondary 

overty’ is here taken to be that due to an 
uneconomical application of earnings.” Havin 
found the minimum necessary and investiga 
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the actual income of each family in the popula- 
tion, the author submits in a table the results 


he is driven to, as follows :— 


Total population - it 467 
Total Working-Class Population ... 390 
Total Families... iva ae 127 
Total Working-Class families nes 104 


pr.ct. of _ pr.ct. of 
total. w’k'g-class. 


Families in Primary Poverty 40 31°55 38°5 
Popul’t’n in’ - 4 160 343 41-0 


“The conclusion to which we come from a | 
-consideration of the figures, after every allow- | 
ance has been made for subsidiary sources of 
income, is that no less than 34°3 per cent. of 


the population of a typical agricultural village in 


Bedfordshire do not obtain the necessary amount 


of money to enable them to remain in physical 


health. This percentage rises to 41°0 when the 


working-class alone is considered.” 


Following this comes another table showing 
the proportion living within 2s. and 6s. of the 


minimum, which I will repeat, as follows :-- 
Pr. ct. of Pr. ct. of 
Wage Total 


Earners. Popul’t’n, 


Persons below Primary Poverty 

line as -- 160 410 
Lessthan 2s. perwk.aboveline 213 546 
Less than 6s. per wk.aboveline 284 728 


34°3 
45°6 
60°8 


When this 6s. is added to the minimum it is 
only 248. 4d. per week for a man, his wife, and 
three children, and 72.8 per cent. of the workers 


are below that standard of living. 


Following that statement comes an investiga- 
tion into the causes of Primary poverty under 
gix different heads, and the results are submit- 


ted in a comprehensive table, as follows :-— 
2 Population 
2 in Primary 
O Poverty 


, of 
Families 


Immediate Cause © 
ot Poverty. 2 


Nod. 


5 Death or desertion of 
wage-earner.... 1] 
14 Illness or old age of 
wage-earner ... 3 
— Unemployment of 
wage-earner ... — — 
6 Irregular employ- 
mentofwage-earner 13 14 169 
4 Largeness of family 25 8 20°6 
11 Lowness of wages 31 24 34°4 


40 Total 83 77 160 1000. 


11°9 
16:2 


Qu kt &8 b& ™ Section 


A detailed consideration is then given of | go is 14s. 4d.: while if foremen and others 


<.? | are included who earn considerably more than | 
and if a bald statement of the normal condition | the labourers, the average only rises, including | 


| extras, to 14s. Ild., ; ‘onsi Tes ermees| 
Under head No. 2 is a case of ‘“‘an old couple, | ee : a sum considerably lower | 


specimen cases. under each of the above heads, 
is not sufficient, I will quote a few detail cases. 
the man deaf and quite incapable. The woman 


more than about 2d. per day.” 
small income is due to parish: relief. 


The author explains the absence of unemploy- 


ment at that period of the year at which the rate of wages and the head of a household, 


investigation took place: “If these figures had 


been obtained a month or two earlier (than | 


October, 1903) they would probably have shown 
a considerable number out of work.”’ 
Another case merits particular notice. “‘A 


spinster makes her living entirely by lace- | 
making, and works 10 or 12 hours per day for | 
an income of about 3s. 6d. per week. The 
guardians refuse poor relief as she is a middle- | 
aged woman ; but heavy work is impossible to | 


her and as her sight is failing it is not likely 
she will be able to keep up the present close 
work long.” 

The total deficiency works out as follows :— 

Secs.1-2 Sec.4 Secs. 5-6 Total 

Under 16 ree | 13 56 83 

16-25 wan l + 7 12 

25-55 ce 7 6 23 36 
Over 55 ver 2S 4+ 2 29 

Secondary Poverty is necessarily more limited 
here than in the towns, and the following are 
the statistics :-— 

Persons in Secondary Poverty 

Families ‘: - = 

Percentage of Working-Class Population 

- ,, Lotal Population 

No of Individuals per Family 

Of the ten families in Secondary poverty, five 
are given as due to “the drink habit and its 


No. affected Per cent. of 


| enced by the age of the children. 


| are well over the poverty stage. 
| must expect that under Capitalism, the non- 
| producers should be rich, and that the wealth- | 
| producer, the worker, should be poor! 
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‘‘ sometimes through the overwork of the head 
of the household in getting a living”; in one 
case to uncertainty of work ; and the remaining 
one to the wage-earner not working regularly. 
The total poverty, both Primary and Secondary, 
i8 summed up as follows :— 
Prim'ry Sec'nd'ry Total 
Families in Poverty... 40 10 50 
Population i oe 160 33 193 
Per cent. of Working-Class 
Population oa 41:0 90 
Per cent. of Total Popul't'n 343 
Families sot in Poverty 
Population ,, , 274 
The wage earners not in poverty are classi- 
fied as follows :— 
Total number of persons 
i rr ;, families 
Average size of - 
= family earnings 
rent eee 


500 
414 


Per cent. of popu n 
The author a not to forget that every 
penny earned by every member of the household 
is here counted, and cases of adult sons earning 
full money and living at home help to bring 
the average up. The next table shows that the 
number of young wage earners living with their 
pgrents and helping to swell the family income 
isan important factor, and their influence in 
keeping the family above the poverty line can 
be seen as follows : — 
Primary Secondary Not in 
Poverty Poverty Poverty 
pr. ct. pr. ct. pr. ct. 
Under 16 si 51°9 30°3 260 
16-25 gay 75 152 142 
23-55 22°5 39°4 35°5 
Over 55 _ 181 15:2 23°4 
showing that the relative position of the family 
with regard to the poverty line is largely influ- 
So powerful, 
indeed is this factor of the help supplied by 
children’s wages, that without it “a vast pro- 
portion "’ of those at present over the line would 
be below it. Out of the 54 families of the 
workers over the poverty line only 40 would be 
above it if only the head of the family were 
earning wages, 2.e., 25°9 per cent. of this group 
are dependent on the supplementary wage 


; e€arners. 


The trading and upper classes, we are told, 
Certainly we 


| 
| 


”) 


greater. It is evident that the cry against the 
depopulation of the country and the concentra- 
tion of population in the towns must remain 
little more than a parrot cry until something is 
done to raise the standard of life and hence the 
standard of wages in our purely agricultural 
districts ---to increase the chances of success in 
life, to make life more interesting, and to bring 
about a more attractive old age than at present, 
when, under existing conditions, the workhouse 


| 18 apt to loom too large on the horizon of the 


———— A LT LL eee 


agricultural labourer.”’ 

I must remind the reader that this condition 
obtains now, when the power of wealtli-produc- 
tion is greater than ever before, and that the 
conditions depicted affect that class that alone 
produces the wealth and makes the land fruitful. 
So long as the land and capital remain in the 
hands of a separate class, whose interests are 
thereby antagonised to the interests of the 
wage-worker ; so long as the workers are forced 
to compete for a wage, the tendency will 
naturally be for that wage to fall to the low- 
est subsistence level. Wages, as wages, cannot 
be raised by any artificial means as the author 
uppears to suggest, and the only remedy for the 
poverty problem in the country, as in the town, 
is the restoration of the worker to the land and 
to the tools necessary to wealth-production, and 
this will necessitate the abolition of the class- 
ownership of the means of living and the opening 
up of a new era for humanity by the establish- 
ment of the Socialist Kepublic. 

Dick Kent. 


TO YOUNG SPEAKERS. 


Maxy of our young speakers do their best, and 
are still disappointed. Wecan give them one 
or two tips which, if followed, will assist them. 

The very first essential to making a good speech 
on any question is to have an implicit belief 
that the side you are talking on is right. That 
essential is already possessed by all our speakers. 


The next greatest essential is to know every- 
thing of your subject. If vou can’t know every- 


| thing, know all that you can. Study Socialism, 


read Socialism, and in order to understand 
Socialism study capitalism, if you want to make 
a good speech about Socialism. You can’t know 
too much about the subject ; you can't possibly 


| know enough. Know all that you can freeze on 


The average weekly wage for the labourer, | 


_ according to Mr. Mann’s investigations, is | 
| 13s.7}d.,and including extras from allotments, 


to. 
An old friend of the writer, probably the 


| greatest Socialist speaker in America to-day, 


than that obtained by Mr. Wilson Fox for the | 


t . . ° 
L | Agricultural Commission. 
works at lace-making and cannot earn much | 


The rest of the | 


He concludes with two caustic paragraphs 
which I will quote in full :— 
“Taking the actual figures obtained, it 


> 


_ appears clear that a man earning the average 


| must descend below the Primary poverty line 


! e . 
' are almost inevitable. 


so soon as he has two children, unless he is able 
to supplement his income by an allotment, by 


fattening and breeding pigs, or by other means. | 


It is also clear that he will remain below the 
poverty line until the eldest child leaves school 
and begins to earn money, and that, even if he 


| has no more than two children, his only chance 


to save will be in his later life when his children 

are grown up and are earning money, or have 
roi: . 

left home. ‘This is the most favourable case: 


| if there are more children the period of poverty 
islonger, and the chance of saving less. Jn 


any case, during life it is a continual round of 
poverty. During childhood, poverty conditions 


| are a few years intermission till, asa young man, 
| he has two children; then poverty again till 


ee 


associated vices”; three to bad management at | 


home, which bad management is given as | 
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| these children grow up; and finally, at best, a 


penurious old age, barely lifted above the 
poverty line. 

“Tdo not wish to draw conclusions in the 
present paper, but one thing I hust say. The 
cry of ‘back to the land’ has a curious com- 
mentary in the results | have obtained. 


is lower than in the cities, the chances of suc- 
cess are less and of poverty are greater, life is 
less interesting, and the likelihood of the work- 
house as the place of residence in old age the 


once said to him: “My boy, the Worker gets 
here Friday. On Friday evening when I get 
home from work I sit me down and read the 
Worker—every word in it; not the headlines 
only, not the articles only of news, but every 
line—and then I know what is doing in Social- 
ism, and I know what to say and how to sav 
it.” : 

Young speakers particularly should do this. 
But they should not stop there. Read a book now 
and then. Read a book worth the reading. and 
read it carefully. When you have read a chap- 
ter, stop and recall all the meat of it that you 
can. If there is some important part of it that 
you do not understand, or cannot recall clearly, 


' go back and look it up. Learn to remember 


As a boy grows up there | 


things that are worth remembering. 

Not only read good books, but if you area 
young speaker, read them aloud. Watch your- 
self. You will be surprised how many words 
you fail to pronounce distinctly, clearly. When 
you do that go back and read the sentence over 
again and again, as many times as may be 
necessary to enable you to acquire a habit of 
speaking in a clear tone and sounding every 
syllable of a word —no slurring. . 


If you will do these things-~inform vourself 


' on the subject, saturate yourself with it; read 


' correctly, strongly, elegantly 


aloud, clearly, distinctly; read) good, well- 
written books, so as to get the habit of speaking 
do these things, 
and there is uo reason why any young man of 


strength and good lungs and voice should not 


'pelled us to 


become not only a speaker, but an orator.—The 


| Worker. 
Ae Ge Workei 


| present existing, the standard of life on the land 


We regret that Imitation of space has com- 
hold over several interesting 
criticisms of the contribution by Mr. Philpott 


| Wright wlich appeared in our last issue. 
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THE COMMUNE IN PARIS. 
MEETING IN LONDON. 
[Specially reported for Tae Soctauist StanpArn. } 
Tue thirty-fourth anniversary of the establish- 
‘ment of the Paris Commune was celebrated by 
a well attended meeting at Sydney Hall on 
Sunday, 19th March. The meeting was organ- 
ised by the Battersea Branch of The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain, and was creditable alike 
to the occasion which it commemorated and to 
the members of the Branch responsible for its 

organisation. 

Comrade Crump presided, and after a short 
opening address fh he upon H. Neumann to 
deliver the first speech. 

Neumann said that in honouring the memory 
of the men and women who participated in the 
struggle in ’71, they were honouring some of 
the bravest pioneers of the movement of the 
working-class. The event known to history as 
the Commune of Paris was one of the most 
glorious, if saddest, in the annals of the le- 
tariat. It showed the heroism of which the 
working-class was capable, while at the same time 
it demonstrated the fiendish brutality, the in- 
credible cowardice and the ing treach- 
ery of the dominant class. Thirty or forty years 

of course, the workers of France were in a 
different position to that which obtains to-day. 
Then Socialism was understood but by a few, 
but dim as was their perception of the nature 
of the class-struggle, confused as were their 
notions as to the economic reconstruction of 
society, the workers who in Paris in ’71 raised 
the red flag over the Hotel de Ville and pro- 
claimed the rights of labour, gave unmistakable 
evidence of the powers that were latent in the 
proletariat. When, through the incompetence 
and treachery of the French bourgeoisie, Paris 
had been occupied by the Prussians, the dis- 
content of the me itan populace was great, 
but that discontent, though great, wasill-defined. 
Nobody, or at any rate‘no considerable section 
of the people, knew precisely what ought to be 
done, but when the corrupt Thiers government 
sought treacherously to disarm the National 
Guard, that is to say the working-class of Paris, 
some of the doubts were solved, and the workers, 
in successfully baffling the attempt to steal their 
cannon, were first thrown on the defensive and 
afterwards brought toa position when they had 
no alternative but, on the flight of the cowardly 
Thiers and his minions to Versailles, to set up the 
Commune and assert their rights such as they 
understood them to be. The working-class gov- 
ernment of Paris under the Commune lasted 
only a few months. It was easy enough to see 
now that the Commune was doomed from the 
outset; but though the Commune failed and 
was deluged in a seaof blood, the lessons to be 
derived from the struggle were of first import- 
ance. They had heard a lot of talk nowadays, 
even from some professed Socialists, about the 
necessity of proceeding to revolution via reform, 
but let them learn a lesson from the Commune. 
How often had the Commune sent repre- 
sentatives to the capitalist government at Ver- 
sailles for the purpose of establishing truces or 
entering into negotiations for the adjustment 
of their differences? Did not the working-class 
of Parisask brother Capital at Versailles to arbi- 
trate? And what was brother Capital’s reply ? 
Thiers said there was to be no negotiation: he 
wanted the unconditional surrender of Paris. 
Surely if there was any truth in the contention 
that reforms were to be got from the capitalist 
class, here was an occasion on which a great 
opportunity was afforded to that class of grant- 
ing “palliative” measures, and avoiding 
bloodshed ; but what occurred? ‘The material 
interests of the masters were threatened by an 
armed section of the working-class, the class- 
feeling and class-hatred of the bourgeois for the 
proletaire were aroused, and instead of granting 
reforms the capitalists waded ankle deep in the 
blood of the Parisian workers. Let the workers 
prepare themselves in the school of revolution 
to deal with the impending collapse of capitalist 
society. 

F. C. Watts spoke next. 
to hold these Commune meetings. 


the Commune signified the fight between the 
working-class and the capitalist-class. The 


It wasa good thing | 
To many, | 
even yet, the word ‘‘Commune,” meant up- | 


heaval, anarchy and bloodshed ; but to Socialists | 
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acted wisely and well. Schemes were set afoot 
for opening the disused factories, by handing 
them over to be worked co-operatively by the 
workers, and schemes for forming communes 
in other parte of France were promoted, but 
owing to the superior force of circumstances 
these and other proposals did not fructify. The 
Commune, however, was a great example of the 
international solidarity of the working-class. 
One of the soldiers of the Commune, while at 
his post on a barricade, was asked what he was 
dying for. “ Human solidarity '’ was the answer. 
That brave worker, dying for the brotherhood 
of man, was an example of what the Commune 
stood for. The Commune showed more clearly 
than any other movement that when the work- 


-ing-class really stand for their own, when they 


Commune, far from implying crime, denoted the 
absence of crime, for while the Commune held 
sway, & man or woman was safer in Paris with 
the Communards than in Versailles with the 
French Government, with its forgers, swindlers, 
and nondescript hangers on. Crime there was, 
but not on the part of the workers. The char 
of incendiarism had been made, but when 
working-class, driven to tion, burned 
the public buildings, they did so because the 
Versailles Government cared more for the pub- 
lic buildings than for the lives of the people. The 
difficulties the Commune had to face were hardly 
appreciated. They were fighting their own 
countrymen outside the wails, with spies and 


traitors within, but notwithstanding these diffi- 


culties the Paris Commune, in many respects, 
really menace the interests of the capitalist- 
class, that class will use every means to crush 
the working-class movement. The capitalists 
resolved that they would crush the canaille and 
wipe out the whole breed. But though they 
succeeded in crushing the Commune, they failed 
in wiping out the working-class movement, which 
was immeasurably stronger to-day than it was 
then. The working-class movement, though it 
vigorously asserted itself in ’71, did not, of 
‘course, begin at that time, for in ’48, while not 
near 80 ripe as that movenent was in ’71, they 
became troublesome to their masters, and in- 
stituted the Social Republic. A quarter of a 
century produced changes, for in ’71 the work- 
ing-class to a certain extent realised that not 
alone must the political riiachinery be controlled 
but that industry likewise must be controlled. 
They realised, moreover, not fully perhaps, but 
anyhow more fully than before, that the master- 
class and not the foreigner was the enemy. As 
Karl Marx had said, thére must be no truce 
between.the working-class and the master-class 
of France and of every country, and as heralding 
that great coming struggle of classes the mem- 
ory of the Commune would always be cherished 
by the working-class. 

A. Anderson, who followed, said that viewed 
from the standpoint of the working-class there 
was no revolution in ’48, nor could it be said 
that there wds a revolution in 71. The up- 
heavals of these periods were certainly not 
working-class revolutions, for despite the fact 
that the workers took part in these movements, 
their objective was not the advancement of the 
material interest of the working-class, and the 
Social Revolution would be a failure unless the 
Socialists saw to it that they had behind them 
the well organised support of the working-class. 
To get an example of what a revolution really 
meant that movement which culminated in 
France in 1789 would have to be studied. Then 
the whole of society was stirred to its roots by 
social development acted upon by the littera- 
teurs and champions of the rising middle-class. 
Prior to ’89 the bourgeoisie had diffused that 
knowledge which was necessary to dispel the 
old ideas of property, and by an educational 
propaganda the peasants through their material 
interests were enlisted on the side of the new 
‘order. The ts burned the castles and 
the leases of the feudal aristocracy, whose reign 
was speedily brought to anend. The Voltaires 
and the Rousseaus of the middle-class had well 
prepared the ground and the bourgeois revolu- 
tion triumphed. With regard to the working- 
class, they were net a political force at all 
before ’71, and the Commune marked the 
baptism of fire of the working-class in the politi- 
cal field. The events associated with the 
Commune showed clearly that the capitalist- 
class is the most cowardly class that ever 
figured in the world’s history. They fled from 
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in this country, and had never 
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Paris to save their skins, while the working- 
class were compelled to rise and take hold of 
the reins of government. A great deal had 
been said about the shooting of — had 
been said there was a bloody week, a bloody 
month. But it took longer than a week or a 
month to satisfy the ferocity of the capitalist- 
class, for between January ’71 and Jan 42 
the number of insurgents arrested by the Thiers. 
government was 38,578 : of these 10,131 were 
sentenced to imprisonment, and 23,121 were 
shot. Let the revolutionists of to-day teach the: 
workers that while for their own ends the 
Liberal and Tory sections of the capitalist-class 
were playing with them, to deceive and decoy 
them into supporting capitalism by promises of 
reform here.and promises of reform there, when 
the workers determined to fight for their own 
cause they would be shot down just as merci- 
lessly as were the men and women of the Paris. 
Commune. The Commune failed because the 
moment had not struck for theSocial Revolution, 
and before that could be brought about a large 
amount of educational work must be done. The 
working-class must realise that it is not by 
putting men into power over their heads and 
imagining that in that way a revolution would 
be brought about from the top, that their 
emancipation would be accomplished. The 
working-class revolution must commence with 
the working-class itself, intelligently organised 
and well-disciplined. Then and now the heart 
of the people was sound, but revolutions were 
not questions of the heart, a revolution was a 
question of the brain. The duty of the hour 
was to educate the working-class into a. know- 
ledge of its power and mission, to clear away 
the confusions created by Liberalism and Tory- 
ism and thoroughly discredit the pretensions of 
spurious Labourism: and alle Socialism. 
The flag ‘of the Commune was the heirloom of 
the working-class, and if the banner of Socialism 
was let fall by one organisation, another party 
must spriug into existence to rear it aloft. The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain guarded the flag 
romised. 
Let its members go forward with good cheer and 
carry the ensign of freedom intoevery town and 
hamlet in the land. 

J. Fitzgerald then mounted the platform, and 
referring to the statement frequently made by 
capitalist writers, to wit that in establishing 
the Commune the workers had chosen the wrong 
time, said that this was a favourite argument of 
the upholders of capitalism. When the workers 
tried to better themselves, they were always told 
it was the wrong time. In fact never had the 
workers done anything that was not done at the 
wrong time In 1830 the capitalists were com- 
palled to give the workers some political power, 
and in 1848 the workers had political power, and 
weapons to defend it. The men of property 
never relished the idea of seeing arms in the 
possession of the men of no property, and the 
reason was obvious. Theirs saw that if the 
capitalists of France were to continue as the 
dominant class, the working-class must no 
longer have arms, and it was decided that the 
National Guard must be disarmed. These 
arms were not the property of the government, 
as they were paid for by public subscription : 
and moreover at the surrender of Paris to the 
Prussians it was clearly stipulated that they 
were not to be given up. But Thiers ordered 
them to be seized, and in the night a detach- 
ment of the military marched on Montmartre to 
steal the cannon of the National Guard. The 
attempted governmental theft was disccvered 
just in time, and the Parisian working-class 
refused to be disarmed. That was the begin- 
ning of the revolt. The working-class, how- 
ever, had not then realised that the only people 
the working-class could rely upon were the 
working-class themselves, and so they were 
looking for help and counsel from some middle- 
class men who only succeeded in muddling 


_matters. The establishment of the Commune 


came as a surprise to the rest of France, for 
when the Commune issued a manifesto to the 
other towns, the people in the provinces said 
they did not know the men who signed the 
manifesto. This in itself was sufficient evidence 
that the ground had not been prepared, and 
even in quarters where perhaps assistance might 
have been expected the Paris workers were 
sadly disappointed. The radical left, the men 
who were “coming our way,” were determined 
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not to help the working-class, and to-day should 
a crisis involving simular grave issues be pre- 
cipitated, history would repeat itself, and the 
men who are “coming our way” would be 
found wanting. Let the Socialist working-class 
beware of these men. From the Commune 
many important lessons were to be derive, the 
first being the unreliability of any section of 


the capitalist-class. Secondly it showed clearly | 


that the working-class ought to look askance at 
the students, the class that provided the material 
for future “intellectuals,” for during the 
struggle in ’71 the Latin quarter, the students’ 
quarter, went over to Versailles, whence they 
heaped opprobrium on the working-class. We 
were told by ‘ Social-Democratic ”’ papers to-day 
that the students in Russia wereaiding the work- 
ing-class, but the converse would be nearer the 
truth. The Russian revolution now in progress 
was.q,middle-class revolution, and it was mis- 
leading to say that it was a working-class 
revolution. He (the speaker) found all doubts 
on the subject vanish when he heard that the 
students in Russia were in the movement. 
Another point to be noted in connection with 
the Commune was the fact that the working- 
class had not half enough hatred nor half 
enough organisation.. The working-class will 


the unconditional surrender of Paris, and to-day 


in like language, The Socialist Party of Great | 


Britain demanded the unconditional surrender 
of the capitalist-class. Organisation was of 
prime importance, for without a sound organisa- 
tion of the working-class there would be another 
Commune—another wholesale slaughter of the 
workers. He had heard someone once say that 
what they ought to do is to wait for a while and 
then ‘‘ make a rush for it.” Make a rush with 
what? Without organisation nothing could be 
done. Again, they had been told by some 
worthy people, even by a man of the stamp of 
Morris, that the soldiers would fraternise with 
the people. Did the soldiers fraternise in ’71? 
No, they did not do so, nor would they do it 
to-day, for the soldiers of capitalism are kept 
apart from the people, and do not sympathise 
with the people. The soldier as a rule only 
learnt to obey orders and would shoot when told. 
The Commune also showed the nature of the 


“‘religion” of the disciples of Christ, as the | 


treatment of the wounded by the Sisters of 


‘Mercy ” testified. Finally, the utter useless- | 
ness of “ humanity” in dealing with the foes | 


of the working-class was shown during the 
Paris struggle. Let them realise that there 
would be nosuccessful revolution of the working- 
class until that class had studied well the 
economic and political history of the workers: 
until the memory of the working-class is well 
stored with a knowledge of what has been done 
to them by the ruling-class. Cluseret, who in 
a manifesto told the Paris workers that without 


military organisation the workers could be | 


relied upon to defeat the best strategist, was a 
dangerous fool. Let them beware of the 
Cluserets of to-day, and learn above all that 
there was no hope from “ Labourism,”’ ‘‘ bogus 
Socialism,” or any other manifestation of capi- 


talist politics. 


E. J. B. Allen, who spoke next, wished to | 


draw the attention of the workers to the fact | Dr. E 


that when the Commune rose, the capitalist- | 


class who were previously divided, united 
against the working-class. The French capi- 
talist government did not kill all the working- 


class because then the capitalists would have to | 


do their own work. In addition to the lack of 
organisation shown during the Commune, there 


was also the fact that the working-class did not | 
understand its mission, but if the Commune | 


was 4 failure it still stood as a beacon light for 
the workers of to-day. 


promised was doomed to failure. 


C. Lehane said that it was indeed fitting that | 


that meeting held to honour the men and women 
of ’71 should be called together in Sydney Hall, 
the premises of the Battersea Branch of The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain. Battersea 
would go down in the annals of the Party as 
the Montmartre of the Socialist movement in 
Great Britain. 
seizure of the guns at Montmartre the Parisian 


working-class had the first brush with the | 
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| provincial Britain would be more cheering and 
_ mnore decisive than that which came to the Paris 
| manifesto in ‘71. 
| provinces rally to the support of those who in 
| the metropolis were doing battle on behalf of 
_ the working-class of Great Britain and of the 
learn yet that the class struggle is war to the | 
knife against capitalism, a war which allows of | 
no parleying with the enemy. Thiersdemanded | 


Let the watchword be | 
‘No compromise,” for any movement that com- | 


As in '7] with the attempted | 
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enemy, so in 1904, with the passage of what | 
| was known as the “ Battersea resolution,” at 
| Battersea, the working-class of London ex- | 
_ changed the first shot with capitalism and all 
| the forces of reaction. Well he remembered 
that engagement, for he was present when 

| Ernest Allen, the previous speaker, who com 


manded the Battersea Battery on the 5th of 
May last, fired that well directed and penetra- 


| ting shell which spread such confusion among 


the ranks of theenemy. As a result of that 


shot, The Socialist Party of Great Britain sprang 


into existence to fight and win the battle of the 
working-class. It had been) pointed out that 


~ when the Commune issued a manifesto to the 
| provinces calling upon them to act, the answer 


came that the manifesto was signed by sink newn 


men. The menifesto issued on behalf of the 


* Battersea Meeting” calling for the fomnation 


of The Socialist Party of Great Britain was also 


signed by “unknown men,” but he, the speaker, 
trusted that the response to that manifesto from 


Let the Socialists in the 


world. At the present time they should not | 
calculate on any chance luck or happy accident, 
but they should go forward steadily with the 
work of organisation. Depending on the soldiers | 
to fraternise with the people in the hour of need | 
was trusting to chance, for it was only a chance. | 


| Let them remember the “ fraternising ” that took | 


| place at Mitchelstown and at Featherstone. In| “Poor dear fellows” in the Belgium Labour 


| Colonies or Penitentiaries —who have such a 


Ireland the military police sent their billets-doux 


| in the shape of bullets and in England the’ 
| soldiers sent their love-messages at long range. | 


The butchers of Featherstone served the soldiers | 
with bullets capable of cutting through 35 inches | 
of solid elm, and the capitalists would yet have | 
reason to believe the workers were wooden- | 
headed if they did not recognise that in the last | 


| resort they had nothing to rely on but their own | 
| well-disciplined strength. 
the coalescence of the French and German | 
capitalist governments against the working-class | 
of Paris in ’71, that the “ patriotism” by which | 


Let them learn from | 


reactionaries tried to keep asunder the workers 
of all countries, was only a snare, and let them 
realise that the development of the economic | 
forces demanded international action on the 
part of the working-class. International solid- | 
arity to-day transcended geographical bound- | 
aries, for rivers were bridged and mountains 


| scaled by mankind in its onward march. 


The meeting, having given hearty cheers for | 
the Commune of ’71, the Social Revolution to 
come, and The Socialist Party of Great Britain, ' 


| was brought to a conclusion by the singing of 


“ the International.” 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


G.S. (Paddington).—It is apparent that your acquaint- 
ance with the Clarion has improved neither your 


Socialism nor your manners. By the regular 

reading of THe SociaList STANDARD the former 

may in time develope ; but for the latter there is 

no medicine in the pharmacopezia of political 

economy. 

(Vienna)—Your communication is having 
attention. 

B.S.1. (Brussels).— Manifesto of the Armenian Revo- 
lutionary Federation received, | 

A. H. (Walthamstow)— Many thanks for extracts and | 
election address. After all, Bailey, in running as ' 
a Labour candidate is only doing tnat which very | 
many members of the S.D.F. do although their | 
votes are claimed in $¥ustice as S.D.F. votes. | 
Recent elections in Hammersmith, Fulham, &c., 
are instances. 


intelligent comment as to our proceedings. Ex- | 
tract is being used, with thanks. With regard to | 
Alderman Phillips’ letter it seems to us that a | 
good churchman, of whatever denomination, must | 
place his church first, and we are as much opposed | 


to the Labour movement being captured tor the | 
greater glory of the church as to the decoy-duck ' 


business of the labour “leader.” Religious 
organisations are inherently pro-capitalist, and 


are therefore opposed to what we consider to be ! 
the interests of the working-class. We claim | 
that Socialism without adjectives is sufficient, and , 


only when the Socialist Republic is established 


will a good life be possible. Conduct is deter- | 
mined by econamic conditions, not by theological | 


| people. 


beliefs. 


« 


| 


| issues are kept clear ? 


| | and don’t propose to. 
| J. C. R. (Soham).-—-We are always pleased to receive | oh 
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WATFORD BRANCH REPORT. 


LABOUR MISLEADEKS AND THE LOCAL RLEFCTIONS. 
SINCE our last report two or three more “labour” 
organisations have been born, while some of the 
old ones have died or lapsed into moribundity. 
At any rate we never hear of them. Altogether 
we have now not more than a dozen bodies 
(mainly composed of very much the same people} 
all convinced that something really ought to be 
done for the working man but none very clear 
as to what should be done. Thus we had the 
organ of one body crying out upon the local 
Council that could not find anything better than 
a few hours in the gravel pits for the unemploved, 
and gravely suggesting that the Council ought 
to set them to work putting sand on frosty roads! 
(It is only fair to add that we have had at least 
3 days upon which the roads were in a bad 
condition through frost). 

Thus again the I.L.P. after threatening public 


_ meetings which are never held takes its courage 


in both hands and suddenly rushes into public 
life with a revolutionary proposal to obliterate 


' the betting news in the public reading room. 


After which, flushed with the success of their 
maiden effort, they hold a public meeting upon 
the unemploved problem — this being “ the 
thing ’’ at the moment—-and secure the services 


of an estimable and reverend lecturer, who 


admitted that he did not know much about the 
unemployed, or that he was expected to speak 
upon the unemploved, and who confined 
himself to relating his experiences among the 


splendid time of it (according to the reverend 
gentleman) with their reading-rooms, smoking 
rooms, and other luxurious conveniences that 
the authorities have to dig a deep and wide 
trench all round the colony to prevent them 
running away ! 

And now the Trades Council are contesting 
the Urban Council elections and working-class 
support is asked for because the other candi- 
dates have no programmes worth talking about. 
A few short months since the Trades Council 
were running their candidates with no pro- 
gramme at all, and only adopted the present 
attenuated apology for a programme because 
their hands were forced by those who now form 


| the Watford Branch of The Socialist Party of 


Great Britain. And these are the good and 
earnest but illinformed and misguided folk who 
believe that they are remedying the evils under 
which the workers suffer! And they seem to 
think that in a multiplication of societies is 
much wisdom. Instead of which of course it is 
a potent cause of working-class confusion. 
How can the workers understand unless the 
And how can the issues 
be kept clear when half a score of organisations 


| persist in poking their petty programmes between 
' the eyes of the workers and the real cause of 
| the workers’ condition. 
| this town want in common with the workers of 


What the workers of 


every other town, is a plain statement of the 
position as it affects them and clear reasons 
why nothing but Socialism will suffice. And 
there is no organisation in this district other 
than the Watford Branch of The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain presenting this plain statement 
and these clear reasons. All the others are 
engaged in deluding the workers into the belief 
that something less than Socialism will avail. 

And so we ask that those whom this paper 
reaches in Watford before the elections take 
place shall refuse support notonlyto the capitalist 
candidates of the Tradesmens’ Association, but 
also to the ‘“* Labour " candidates of the Trades 
Council. The former cannot help the {workers 
The latter, with their 
programme (!), are equally impotent. There is 
nothing for the workers of Watford to do in 
this or any other election other than to organise 
their forces for the capture of the Urban Council 
and all other political machinery, not with the 
object of securing a few absolutely inadequate 
and entirely useless reforms, but with the object 
o* using their power to the best advantage by 
concentrating directly upon the only change 
that will affect them, riz., the transfer of the 
means of life from out the hands of those who 
at present control them (the capitalist class) 
into the hands and the control of the whole 
Join the Watford Branch ! 
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THE 
Tue following is from the “Daily Mirror.” It 
shows how even the capitalist Press will speak 
the truth sometimes : -- 
“‘Slaves cannot breathe in England ; if their lungs 
Receive our air, that moment they are free. 

‘So wrote the poet Cowper, and his lines 
summed up the baling which Englishmen had 
about slavery in the days when the agitation for 
its abolition was going on. 

‘Even now the very talk of slavery arouses 
indignation. Yet what humbug it is! How 
many of us have thought out for ourselves the 
question whether it would not be better for 
thousands of people in Britain to-day to be slaves 
rather than free men ? ’ 

“ What is the ‘freedom’ of the man who de- 
pends upon his labour and cannot find employ- 
ment? He is ‘free’ to tramp about all day 
looking for work; ‘free’ to see others warm 
and well-fed while he shivers and gnaws a 
crust; ‘free’ to grow weaker and weaker as 
cold and hunger tell upon his frame; ‘free’ 
to sink down beaten, ‘free’ to starve slowly, 
‘free’ to die. 

“ Slaves, at any rate, are looked after ; fed and 
clothed sufficiently ; given a roof over their 
heads. In the old slavery days it was as rare to 
find a man who neglected or ill-treated his 
human possessions a8 it is nowadays to come 
across cruel or careless owners of and 
cattle. ; 

“ Britons regard slavery with horror, but at 
the same time many of them treat their free 
werkpeople far worse than they would treat 
slaves. If a slave dies it is a loss to his owner. 
If a ‘free’ worker dies there are dozens of 
others eager for his job. His death makes no 
difference to an employer at all. 

“A man in the depths of despair, starving, 
shoeless, shattered by the misery he had gone 
through, wrote to us for help. - At the end of 
his lettér was a sentence which arrested our 
attention. Even slavery, he said, would be in- 
finitely preferable to such a life as his. 

“We have bought this man in order to show 
to what depths it is possible to sink in this 
‘free’ country of ours, where the name of 
slavery is abhorred, but where enormous num- 
bers of ‘free’ men and women fall into a state 
compared to which slavery would be a pleasant 
and easy condition of life.” 

The man (whose name and address was pub- 
lished) was told by the “‘ Daily Mirror” to show 
himself. 

‘A short man came, a man with a face that 
had once been full of intelligence and keenness, 
but which was. now pulled out of its proper 
shape by misery. A man who walked with a 
heart-broken walk—with a walk that walks 
hopeless creatures to self-destruction. A hope- 


man. 

‘“‘*T am the man who wants to be a slave,” he 
said. 
‘The bitterness of his tone was that terrible 
bitterness that is an amalgam of despair and 
nonchalance. 

‘“‘« Butare you worth buying? What is vour 
_ price?’ he was asked. 

‘His square chin thrust itself out and for a 
moment looked like the sturdy, independent 
chin nature had meant it to be. 

“<T will sell myself for £10,’ he said, ‘and 
victuals and shelter.’ 

“* But you are not worth £10; at least, why 
should you be worth £10? Whatcan you do?’ 

““*7 don’t know—anything,’ was the miser- 
able answer. 

‘“** Will you sell yourself for £2?’ 

ce Yes,’ 

“That was how we got our slave. 

‘“WE.HAD TO BUY HIM FROM SHEER PITY.” 

‘Two pounds! Less than the price of a horse. 
Less than the price of an ass. Is the Socialist 
so very wrong when he asserts that hundreds 
of thousands of the ‘working-class of ‘‘free”’ 
England would be better off, materially, in a 
state of chattel slavery ? Under such a condition 
they would at least have food and clothing and 
shelter, where to-day they have little of either, 
and can be bought as an act of charity for two 

unds ! 

And yet the transaction of the ‘ Daily Mirror”’ 
is not exceptional. Quite the contrary. Every 
member of the workfng-class sells himself or, 
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FREEDOM OF SLAVERY. 


which is the same thing, his 
every time he can find an employer to buy him. 
He sells himself, generally speaking, for just 
the amount that will keep him in working con- 
dition and enable him to reproduce his kind. 
He sells himself for his keep without even 
receiving, as in the case of the man pure 

by the “ Daily Mirror,” a bonus of £2. Indeed, 
he can sometimes be found offering a bonus of 
£2 to anyone who will give him information 
that will enable him to sell himself ! 

That he receives wages wherewith to buy 
the things necessary to the maintenance of life 
does not alter the fact of the sale ; does not alter 
the fact that he is the property, the slave, of the 
man who buys him. | 

And yet because, when he is fortunate enough 
to find a buyer for his labour power (himself), 
he receives a sum that enables him to buy what 
he likes within the limits of that sum, he thinks 
himself free—a delusion most sedulously fos- 
tered by the parsons and politicians and apolo- 
gists for the present system. 

He is free use he can choose how he shall 
spend his pitiable “earnings”—whether in 
scrag-of-mutton or corned beef! Free because 
he can leave one master when he likes, although 
to get another—for a master he must haye under 
present conditions if he is to live—is'a task he 
may find it no easy matter to compass as the 
“Daily Mirror’’ slave seems to have discovered 
to his sorrow. Freedom! Was ever such a 
travesty on words ? 

Little as it was expected the “ Daily Mirror” 
has spoken sober truth as to the advantages of 
chattel slavery over present-day “freedom,” for 
the: worker's “freedom” has brought him 
nothing but a more precarious dependency. 


But when this Harmsworth journal says it has | 


bought a man and implies thereby that such a 
transaction is unusual, it is simply blurring the 
indisputable fact that every worker sells himself ; 
that every employer buys a slave. 

When the working-class have accepted 
that truth, and have accepted the further 
truth which The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain exists to propagate, viz., that their con- 
dition with all its concomitant misery is directly 
due to the fact that the workers are separated 
from the means by which they live—have no 
control over the land and the machinery by 
which wealth is produced from the land and 
distributed, because these means are held and 
controlled by the employing or capitalist-class, 
they will be ready to appreciate the force of the 
contention of the Socialist Party that in the 
substitution of common ownership and control 
of the means of life for the present individual 
ownership, and in that alteration alone lies the 
remedy, a remedy that can be applied when 
the workers have appreciated, but not until 
then.—G.J.H. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, 


BATTERSEA BRANCH. 


A Grand Bazaar 


Will be held at 


SYDNEY NMNAhbh, 
York Road, Battersea, 
On SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd, 
MONDAY, 24th, and 
TUESDAY 25th. | 


All able to assist in any way should 
communicate immediately with 


A. JONES, 4, Matthew Street, 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea. 


Branch Secretaries and others 
SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 
well as anyone else. 


JACOMEB BROS., T.U. Printers, 
Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 
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- THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CENTRAL OFFICE: 


COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, CHarctotte St., Lonpox, W. 
General Secretary C. LEHANE. 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
1st and 38rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305, 
Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch 
meets every Friday at the Secretary’s address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenn , Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, S.W. Branch meets 

‘ every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

ISLINGTON.—Padraig Ua Toibin, Secretary, 79, 
Grove Road, Holloway, N. Branch meets 
every Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. at the 0-oper= 
ative Stores, 79, Grove Road, Holloway, N. 

PADDINGTON..---T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monda 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, Secretary, 5, Rut- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets 2nd and 4th 
Fridays in each month at 8.80 at secretary's 
address. 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 
Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
address. . 

WATFORD.—.G. T. King Sec., 16, Merton Rd., Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. J. Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E. Branch meets 
every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanl 
Villas, Westbury Mec: Wood Green, N 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, 
BATTERSEA, S.w. 


Sunday Night Lectures 


The following Lectures will be delivered at the 
above hall during Apmil : 
April 2: H. NEUMAN. 
Subject; LABOUR REPRESENT- 
ATION. 
April 9: J. KENT. 
Subject: WHERE TEETOTALLERS 
ARE WRONG: 
April 16: T. A. JACKSON. 
Subject: REVOLUTION. 
April 23: R. KENNY. 


Subject: SOCIALISM & TRADE 
UNIONISM. 


TIME 7 p.m. ADMISSION FREE. 
ALL WORKERS INVITED. 


Printed by Jacomb Bros., 2a, Wingheld Road, Stratford, E, for the Proprietors, The Socialist Party ot Great Britain, and published by C, Lehane, Gen, Secretary, 107, Charlotte St.. W. 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. | 


The establishment of 2 system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic coatrol of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
ia the interest of the whole community. 


Declaration of Principles 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 


That society as at present constituted is 
based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
Gf os a — 

t in society, therefore, there is an antag- 
onism of interests, manifesting itself as a class 

; between those who possess but do not 
produce, and those who produce but do not 


- That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 
version into the common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the order of social evolution the 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinction of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 

That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the yi 3 
class must organise consciously and polit y 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diamettically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

Tae Sociauist Party or Great Barats, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avéwedly 
capitalist, and calls upon’ the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


— estes 
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ENQUIRIES INVITED. 


BRANCHES WANTED IN EVERY 
TOWN IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
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Inventions: A Capitalist Monopoly. 
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REcENTLY in a London Police Court an Engineer 
was charged with stealing two sheets of drawing 
paper belonging to his employers. The em. 
vers, however, were not so much interested 
in obtaining the paper as the drawings it bore. 
y in drawings on paper is not defined by 
law, but the right to such property has been 
frequently asserted by enforcing the right to 
the paper. In this case the defendant had been 
sent to inspect the exhibits at Olympia Motor 
Exhibition, and as the result of these visits “ at 
his emplo 
developed ideas for the invention of a new 
bex, the rough sketch of which he outlined on 
paper, “doing his drawing work in his employ- 
ers’ time, at his employers’ office, with his 
employers’ materials.” The magistrate not with- 
standing discharged the defendant, it being in 
his judgment “ impossible to say that any inven- 


| tical industry, it is he, the inventor, who 


yers’ directions and expense” he | 
gear | 


tion which might earn £1000 a year belonged | 


to those who paid the inventor £3 a week.” 
Now this form of property comes under the 


[Montuiy, One Penny 
at his 
Own expense must put in movement the legal 
machinery against the bourgeois plunderers 
who would seize it. 

“The ‘trade mark,’ which is a form of capit- 
alist property, never having demanded any in- 
tellectual effort, is on the contrary indefinitely 
protected by law like material property. 

“The capitalist bas only grudgingly granted 
to the inventor the right to defend his intellec- 
tual property, because by his right of reigning 
class, he believes himself master of the fruits of 
intellectual labour as well as of manual labour, 
just as the feudal lord arrogated to himself the 
right of possession over the property of his serfs. 


“ The capitalist-class, the most revolutionary 
class that bas ever oppressed human society, 
cannot increase its riches but by incessantly 
revolutionising the means of production by the 
never-ending introduction of new applications 
of the-mechanical, physical, and chemical scien- 
ces to the industrial] tool. Its thirst for inventions 
is 80 insatiable that it has created factories of 


| inventions. Several American capitalists have 


classification of “ Intellectual Property,” and it | 
will be observed that the right to such property | 
is not legally defined, being, as the plaintiff's | 


solicitor put it, “as in the dark ages.” Neither 


did the magistrate give judgment in favour of 
the defendant as a matter of principle, but solely | 


in consideration of the comparative insignifi- 
cance of his salary. 

Why is the right to intellectual property so 
ill-defined ? 


leetuels,” touches upon this subject. He Says: 


‘‘Material property, whatever may be’ its | 


origin, is declared eternal by capitalist law : it 


is assured for ever to its possessor, handed down | 


from father to son until the end of time, no 


power, civil or political, being able to lay sacri- | 


legious hands upon it. 


‘* Capitalist law has none of these consider- | ars 
| antipyrine was discovered, there are more than 


ations for intellectual property. Literary and 


artistic property, the only forms which the law 


protects, have but a precarious duration, limited 


associated in organising at Mungo Park, for 
Edison, the most marvellous laboratory in the 
world. Here they have placed at his disposition 
an army of scientists, the aristocrats of labour. 
and the material means necessary to make anc 
con@inue making the inventions that the capit- 
talists patent, exploit, or sell. Edison, who is him- 


self one of the sharpest of business men, has, 
| however, taken precautions in order to insure 


Lafargue, in an admirable little | 
pamphlet entitled “ Le Socialisme et Lex Intel- 


his participation in the profits which the inven- 
tions of Mungo Park will yield. 
“ But all inventors cannot, like Edison, impose 


_ their conditions on the capitalists who build 


factories of inventions to exploit them. The 
Thompson-Houston Company at Paris, Siemens 
in London and Berlin, have, side by side with 
their electrical machinery, workshops and Jabor- 
atories where engineers are engaged in research 


work, seeking new applications of electricity. 
'| At Frankfort in the 


factory of aniline colours, 
the largest in the world, and where the mineral 


one hundred chemists paid to discover new 


| chemical products. Each discovery is immed- 


(in France) to the life time of the author, and | 
to a certain period after his death: 50 years | 
_ ventor. 
passed, the right succumbs and falls in the. 
public way : so that from March of the present | 
year (1900) publishers can enrich themselves | 


according to the latest legislation. This moment 


by publishing the works of Balzac, 
of romantic literature. 
““ Literary property, 


if of importance to pub- 
lishers, in reality not 


a very humerous class, 


does not yield any profit to the capitalists as a | 
whole; but it is not thus with the property in | 
inventions, which is of supreme importance to 
the industrial and commercial capitalists to- | 
gether. Likewise the law extends no protection | 
The inventor, if he desires to | 


whatever to it. 


the genius | 


defend his intellectual property agamst the | 
bourgeois plunderers, must: begin by buying | 


this right by taking out a patent, which must 
be renewed annually. One day behind time in 


paying the tax, his intellectual property becomes | 
the legitimate prey of the capitalist robbers. 

Even while paying this sum regularly his right | 
is limited to 14 years (in France). During this 


short number of years, generally insufficient to 
have his invention completely adopted in prac- 


i 


lately patented by the firm, which, by way of 
encouragement, gives some reward to the in- 


“To a certain point we can consider all fac- 
tories and workshops as laboratories of inven- 
tions, because a considerable number of im- 
provements in machinery have been found out 
by the workmen m the course of work. As 
the inventor has not the necessary money to 
patent or apply his discovery, the employer takes 
out the patent in his own name, and thus. as 
bourgeois justice wishes it, it is he who gathers 
all the accruing profits therefrom. When the 
government thinks of rewarding talent it is the 
employer who is rewarded; the workman in- 
ventor, who is but an “ intellectual,” continues 
toiling on as before, and as in this capitalist 
world one must be contented with little, he 
consoles himself in his misery, saying that his 
invention brings profit and honour to his master. 


“Will the intellectuals yet hear the voice of 
the Socialists calling them to the rescue to free 
Science and Art from the capitalist yoke, and 
liberate thought from the slavery of wagedom ?”’ 

P. J. Tosty. 
€ 
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Renate. Airs 


The question which Mr. Ashplant desires to 

have elucidated is “ Whence originates this 3a? 

Is it derived from the spinner, or from fhe 

machinery, or from the raw material, or 

the capitalist, or from the buyer of the yarn? 
* ‘ * : 

To quote his own words: “ Who paid the 3s. 
voalianst by the yarn manufacturer? If the 
3s. is paid by the spinner then, I ask, where did 
the spinner get the extra 3s. from in view of the 
fact that he enters the market possessed of only 


his labour-power, which he sells to the capi- |- 


talist for 3s. only. How then can it be shown 
that he pays to the capitalist this 3s., plus an 
' additional 3s. which he never possessed as a 
spinner ?” . : 
= & 


Again he says: “The yarn is sold to a third 
party whom he call No. 3. Now to which 
class does No. 3 belong? Does he belong to the 
capitalist-class? If so, then indeed the 3s. is 
not paid by No. 2 class, viz., thespinner. Does 
No. 3 belong to the working-class? If so, then 
I ask where does he who px nothing but 
his labour-power secure this 3s. which he pays 
to No. 1 in excess of what he receives from No. 
1, the capitalist-class ? ” 
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“As I have before intimated,” continues Mr. 
Ashplant, “I do not dispute the fact that social 
energy, including the labour of superintendence, 
produced the 20 Ibs of yarn for which only 3s. 
was paid to labour, but I do dispute the sound- 
ness of the analysis in Marx’s “Capital,” as 
focussed in this yarn illustration.” | 


* 
* # 


Such then is the contention of the genial 
Ashplant, who does ‘“‘not in any sense speak 
disrespectfully of the great work of this truly 
great master thinker,” and does not “need 
‘Capital’ or the surplus-value theory as marked 
‘out by Karl Marx in this yarn transaction, to 
explain the terrible phenomena in my industrial 
environment.” 


a cca with Ma's 
Committee, an endeavours vers Bll 


means of subsistence, and I, for one; 
cannot see how our industrial environment can 
be explained except in terms of such ‘surplus- 


° s | we : 
Value being the-embodiment in commodities 


¢ @ - 
: division of the‘ manufac- 
In taking the division o yarn red 


the facts underlying the whole question are 
relative to labour-power rather than to money. 


* 
* + 


As, however, we are ing with it in terms of 
money, let us see whether there are any diffi- 
culties which vitiate the reasoning of Mr. Ash- 
plant. The yarn capitalist starts with 27s. 
which he proceeds to lay Gut as indicated above, 
viz., 248. for raw material and machinery, and 
38. for labour power. Three persons figure in 
the transaction: the yarn manufacturer origin- 
ally possessing his 27s., the spinner with his 
labour-power valued at 3s., and the purchaser 
of the completed yarn with At the end of 
the transaction the first has 30s., the second 3z., 
and the third the finished product. 


ee 


Now, the machinery and the raw material 
purchased by the capitalist possess a value which 
represents so mucli expended labour-power, and 
is measured by a money value of 24s. But 
machinery and raw materials can expend no 
labour-power and cannot, therefore, create any 
new value. In so far as they are socially neces- 
sary to the completion of the finished product, 
their vale tke slabour-power expended -in 
their own production—are simply transferred 
to that product. 
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The purchaser of the finished product receives 
in exchange for his fiinished product a value of 
30s. in commodities as represented by the yarn. 
Hence from him arises no surplus-value. 
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We have to look then to the second party in | workers who are 
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be the complete over- 


drawérs‘of water for the 
_ Class, into the nation itself. 
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is no 
. that can possibly be subjected: worki 


emancipation is the emancipation ofall mankind. 


That emancipation can only be acoomplished by 
the establishment of the Socialist Republic. Any 
party that has less than this for its object is not 
worthy of the sapport of the workers. Any 
party that deludes them into believing that the 
re-legalising of the strike or picketin 
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on w 
party can progress is on 
war, and strenuous 
not based on those taly Lib 
opposes Li 
all those, -including 


prise all politics other than the revolutionary 
politics of the Socialist party. 

The position taken up is based upon sound 
and logical conclusions, and js supported by 
science, whether it be in history or economics, 
and, what is still more valuable to the “practical” 
English mind, is supported by politi 


ence as well 


rinciples and 
arty of Great 


tionary 


class 


The receipt of a copy of this paper is an 
invitation to subscribe. . 

Back numbers of Tue Socrauist STANDARD 
can be had through any Branch Secretary. 
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Ah, me! there are 


| 
| “* Deposited upon the silent shore 


I have just been reading “ Reynolds” for Easter | 


Sunday! Goodness knows, the outlook was 
bleak and desolate enough as it was, with the 
cold, and the wind, and the rain. but after 
reading W.M.T.’s advertisement sheet I fairly 
shivered. ) 
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H. M. Hyndman had a letter in it, in which | 


he declared that “ when, if ever, the Radicals 
really do re-discover their root, and are ready 
to strive in earnest to bring about even these 
minor reforms of our political and educational 
machinery, then they will find that, though this 


is not Socialism by any means, the Socialists | 


would give them their most vigorous support.” 
0 0 Oo 
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Speak for yourself, Mr. Hyndman, or at any : 


rate only for that S.D.F. 

dec 

aptitude.” Tf, in the present instance, it does 

not repudiate you as its mouthpiece, it will 

prove how just was your condemnation. 
000 


What a vast difference between H.M.H’s. 
minimum ‘program now and that of the S.D.F. 
Election of 1895, when it “ ad- 
“not to Bive a@ vote even by 
accident to any candidate w oes not... . 
declare in favour of the ownership of the rail- 
ways, the factories, the mines and the land by 
the whole people to be worked co-operatively 
for the benefit of every man, woman, and c'ild 
in the entire community ” ! 
° 0 oO 
It was at that election that the Reading branch 
of the 8.D.F. issued a manifesto to the people of 
ing, urging them “ to refuse to cast their 
votes for either of the candidates of the capita- 
- list-class, whether ticketed Tory or Radical ” ! 
0 0 Oo 


But a change has come o’er the spirit of the 
dream ! 


0 0 O 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain holds 
that the policy of the Reading 8.D.F. in 1895 is 
the only sound policy for the Socialist working- 
class to-day. 

0 0 0 


“Tt is not true that the S.D.F. has ever de- 
eclared that Liberalism must be smashed at all 
“ Justice” of April 15th. 
© 00 


» had a leading 

Way.” It con- 

e have to go on— 

we have completely 

y and convinced its 

working-class supporters that it is hopeless, and 

then they will come over to us in shoalsand we 

shall have all our friends by our side and all 
our enemies in front” ! 


o 0 Oo 


In the manifesto to which I have referred 
above appeared these words :—“ For our part, 
friends and fellow citizens, we rejoice at the 
overthrow of the meanest and most hypocritical 
faction that ever played fast and loose with the 
welfare of a people. Let it be our duty to con- 
vert the defeat of the Liberal Government into 
a final rout for the capitalist Liberal Party.” 

0° 0 Oo 


In the same year the S.D.F. Conference was 
held at Birmingham, and in his opening address 
the President said : “ Never again, let us hope, 


. will the Liberal Party know the sweets of office 


and betray the people’s trust. That party has 
been utterly routed, horse, foot, and artillery ; 
and it is now our duty, and it will be our pleas- 
ure, to exterminate them altogether ” ! 


0 00 
“For truth is precious and divine, 
Too rich a pearl for carnal swine.” 
0 00 
“H. Quelch has never declared himself in 


favour of the use of the bomb ” says ‘‘ Justice” 
of April 15th last! 


London School of Economics & Political Science 2007 
Socialist Standard 1905 
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Of memory, images and precious thoughts 
r 


That shall not die, and cannot be destroved.” 
0 0 oO 


“ We must adopt any and every means to rea- 
lise Social-Bemocracy. I am in favour of any 
means, from the ballot-box to the bomb, from 
political action to assassination.” —H - Yuelch at 
the S.D.F. Conference at Birmingham, 190]! 
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“T have decided not to stand for Bow again. 
I do so for many reasons. chief of which is, I 
don’t agree with the policy of fighting independ- 
ently, but had I the time, and were I in good 
ealth, and my business not so exacting, I should 
have a real good try to get the S.D.F. round to 
my view.”-—George Lansbury to the S.D.F. Ex- 
ecutive, Feb. 23rd, 1902. . 

0 O O 


“The denial that ‘such a letter’ had been 


which you recently | received was perfectly accurate and made in good 
was “wholly destitute of political | faith by both Quelch and Lee,” says ‘‘ Justice ” 


of April 15th, 1905. 
0 oO O 


The “denial” was made at the S.D.F. Confer- 
ence at Blackburn in March, 1902. At the 
following Conference (Shoreditch, 1903) H. W. 
Lee admitted receipt of the letter, but had not 
thought it politic to do so at the previous Con- 
ference, and declared that under similar circum- 
stances, for the sake of the organisation, he 
would follow a similar course ! 


0 0 oO 
“* Dare to be true, nothing can need a lie: 


| A fault which needs it most grows two thereby.”’ 


. Wharf Road, 


° 00 
The “Watford Critic,” the Organ of the 
Labour Church, is conducted by F. H. Gorle 
(S.D.F.) According to it, “ Mr. Chiozza Money’s 
articles in the daily papers have shewn him to 
be a Socialist” ! ! / 
0 00 


This has almost extinguished my illuminator ! 
~ 000 


“Tt often happened that the manners of the 
members of the S.D.F. were far from attractive. 
If those who preached Socialism were men who 
could be respected, the men they wished to in- 
fluence would be much more likely to listen to 
their opinions.”-—A. §. Headingley at S.D.F. 
Conference, 1904. 

0 0 oO 


“T call him a damnable, scandalous scoundrel,’’ 
(Leaning towards the Alderman and shouting 
excitedly): ‘‘ You rotten, whisky-drinking swine! 
You dirty, scandalous, old swine! [’]] pull your 
whiskers ” !— Recent speech by Mr. McAllen, 
S.D.F’. Councillor for West Ham. 
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“ Our views have been placed before the chief 
authorities, before Parliament, and before the 
Nation ; they are influencing the present attempt 
in dealing with the unemployed question, and 
we shall perhaps see, when the long-delayed 
legislation is proceeded with, that some, at least, 
of our influence may be traced in the measure.” 

Social Democrat, April 15th. 


YO oO oO 


“As to the Unemployed Bill, it ig precisely 
what we had been led to expect, and therefore 
occasions no disappointment. 
adequate for the problem with which it deals, 
and is really an attempt to do nothing while 
making a show of doing something.” 

“Justice,” April 22nd. 
0 0 Oo 
But what about “ our influence” ? 
0 0 Oo 


Don’t enumerate your poultry before your 
eggs are incubated. The. Socialist Party of 
Great Britain, at any rate, has never misled the 
working-class by inducing them to think that 
anything but capitalist legislation can come 
from capitalist governments. 


It is utterly in- 


Readers in West London wishing THE Socta- 
LIST STANDARD to be delivered at their addresses 
should send a post card to H. Hutchins, 4, South 
Paddington, W. 
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OUR CONFERENCE. 


WE should be less than human if we did not 

ulate ourselves upon the succegs which 
has attended the holding of our First Annual 
Conference, and the vigour and promise dis- 
played thereat. © 

When, in June of last year, those of us who 
felt compelled to secede from the S.D.F., on 
‘account of its inconsistent and compromising 
policy, decided, after very careful consideration, 
to found a new party, whose aim it should be to 
raise the Standard of Revolutionary Socialism 
out of the capitalist mire in which it was being 
dragged, we fully recognised the seriousness 
of the step we were taking and the difficulties 
we should have to encounter. 

But the result has exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. With one or two exceptions, where 
peer ambition has been stronger than, the 

ire to act loyally to the Party, the original 
. members have worked strenuously and harmon- 
iously to maintain our “ clear and unmistakable 
principles, pag bi in plain and unequivocal 
tactics,” as the irman of the Conference so 
ably expressed it. 

Not the least notable of the achievements of 
our Party since its formation less than twelve 
months ago, has been the inauguration of THE 
- Socratist StanparD, which occupies an unique 
position amongst journals claiming to speak on 
behalf of Socialism or Labour, in that it is neither 
the private property of individuals nor owned 
by any limited liability company. It is ownef 
and controlled by our Party,—hence its fearlegs 
advocacy of our principles and its unflinching 
criticism of all who stand in the path of Socialist 
progress. ” 
Ours has been termed a position of “splendid 
isolation.” It is, and we look hopefully to the 
future to justify us, recalling the words of our 
comrade Wilhelm Liebknecht: ‘This separa- 
tion of our party from all other parties—this 
essential difference—is our pride and our 
strength.” | 

The First Annual Conference of The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain was opened on Thursday, 
April 20th, at 7.45 p.m., at the Communist Club, 
London. Twenty-one delegates attended, repre- 
senting thirteen branches. 

E. 1 B. Allen was unanimously elected 
Chairman, R. H. Kent and L. Boyne, Stewards, 
and W. St. John Dillon, W. Gifford and J. H. 
Crump, Standing Orders Committee. 

The Executive report, printed copies of which 
had been distributed among the delegates, was 
adopted after a few points had been raised. 
H. C. Phillips and H. W. Belsey questioned the 
right of the E.C. to include in their report sug- 
gestions for the alteration of rules which had 
not been submitted to the branches. Phillips 
asked whether the unemployed members of the 
Party were included in the number reported as 
lapsed. The General Secretary stated that all 
were counted as lapsed for whom cards for the 
current. year liad not been applied, and if 
Branch Secretaries did not renew the member- 
ship cards of their unemployed members, the 


AS Sie 


Central Office could. only assume that these 


members : A icjaed, the 
action artis : bficnine article 
by ‘ non-member of the Party in the Official 
Organ, and Dumenil raised the question as to 
the propriety of selling at Party propaganda 
meetings pamphlets with 8.D.F. advertisements 
on them. Pearson enquired why tle E.C. had 
not decided to hold a meeting on the Ist of May, 
and it was pointed out that the Party was not 
yet strong enough numerically to hold ‘a suc- 
vessful demonstration. 
Belsey and Dumenil moved :- 
That any article appearing in THe SoOciacist 
STANDARD which, has contributed by a non- 
member of the Party be prefaced by a statement to 


the effect that the writer is a non-member and that > 
the Party does not necessarily <7 the opinions |. 


therein expressed. 

This was defeated by 14 to 3. 

C. Lehane and A. J. M. Gray were declared 
elected General Secretary and Treasurer respec- 
tively, and H. Neumann and D. R. Newlands 
were elected auditors. The Conference then 
adjourned. 

Conference resumed at 10.30 a.m. on 
Friday. The chairman, E. J. B. Allen, stated 
that many questions of importance would be 
discussed, and he felt assured that they would 
be dealt with in a manner becoming the dele- 
ev to the First Annual Conference of the 


the beginning of the modern 
movement in England. Capitalism had devel- 
oped to an extent previously unknown. All the 
inventions that Science had been able to bring 
forth, every fresh extension of the domain of 
man over nature, had under the prevailing con- 
ditions only increased the army of, the property- 
less workers and thinned ranks of the. 
expliins caer Side by side with this devel- 
opment there was a ripening of the workers 
to full class-consciousness, and the establishment 
of the British wing of the International Socialist 
Party was an event ae i with a great and 
orious significance. The Socialist Party of 
reat Britain stood on the revolutionary prin- 
ciple, and was the only party of the workers in 
this country. It rested on clear and unmis- 
takable principles interpreted in plain and 
unequivocal tactics. | 

The Stewards reported the votes for the 
Executive Committee as follows: Elected—J. 
Kent, 98; A. Anderson, 94; J. Fitzgerald, 88 ; 
E. J. B. Allen, 86; H. Neumann, 82; F. C. 
Watts, 81; T. A. Jackson, 72; T. W. Allen, 
57; J. Crump,57; A.Jones, 52; F. 8. Leigh, 
47; H.C. Phillips,42. Not elected —R. H. Kent, 
40; A. Barker, 37; Kate Hawkins, 36; A. W. 
Pearson, 32; R. Kenny, 31; L. Boyne, 28; W. 
Gifford, 26; H. T. Davey, 21; J.J. Humphrey, 
20; A. V. Sparks, 10. 

The amendments to rules were next consid- 
ered, including the recommendations of the 
E.C. regarding some technical alterations they 
thought necessary. Phillips and Belsey moved : 

Whereas the alterations to the rules as proposed 
by the E.C. have not appeared on the final Agenda, 
and taking into consideration the exceptional cir- 
cumstances, resolved that the discussion of such 
alterations shall not be taken as a precedent at any 

future Conference. * 

Carried nem. con. The proposals of the E.C. 
were then adopted, with the exception that the 
E.C’s. definition of the method of taking a refer- 
endum of the Party was referred to the Branches 
and that the establishment of relations with the 
Socialist Parties of other countries shall continue 
as one of the functions of the E.C. 


THE PARTY'S ATTITUDE ON TRADE UNIONS. 
E. J. B. Allen moved: 


That whereas in the struggle for existence it is 
essential that the working-class be organised on the 
economic field, but whereas Trade Union organisa- 
tions unless based on Socialist principles are a 
snare to the workers: resolved, that The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain does not recommend its mem- 
bers to belong to any Trade Union unless such 
Union is organised on definite Socialist lines with 
the Social Revolution as its object, and this Confer- 

. ence hereby pledges the Party on attaining a 5,000 
membership to organise Socialist Trade Unions 
where necessary. 

The Mover said that the political aspect 
of the Trade Union question was dealt with 
in the Declaration of Principles of the Party, 
but these organisations must be dealt with quite 
apart from the political position. The existing 
Uisous were, without doubt, a stumbling block 


. That Conference represented practically — 


to the of Socialism, because they did 
not unite the workers—on the contrary, in their 
capacity as joh trusts they divided them,— and 
because they wére used ‘as tools in the hands of 
the master-class. While fully agreeing that 
industrial unionism should an essential 
feature of working-tlass organisation, he held 
that the Unions as‘they knéw them to-day were 
useless and a source of danger to the revolu- 
tionary movetient. the sy 

The motion:not being seconded ‘fell through. 

Phillips and Belséy moved : 

That any resolution adopted by the Conference 
be sent round the Branches as only the expression of 
the opinion of the Conference. 

Carried nem. con. 


a 


seek or 
oficeikeny party or organisation which takes 


F.C. Watts moved the following amendinent: 
Whereas the Trade Unions, while being essentially 
nomic organis3tions, are nevertheless in many 
nstances taking political action either to safeguard 
their economic existence or for other. purposes and, 
Whereas any basis of working-class political action 
other than that laid down in the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples of The Socialist Party of Great Britain must 
lead the workers into the bog of confusion and 
disappointment; be it therefore 
Resolved that this Conference of The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain recommends that all members 
of the Party, within Trade Unions, be instructed to 
actively oppose all action of the Unions that is not 
based on the principles held by this Party. 

Watts said that up to the present nothi 
had been done in the Unions Dreprediee thse 
members the true basis of working-class action. 
The members of the > party were few, but they 
must actively resist all unsound political action 
on the part of the Unions. It was inrpossible to 
form Socialist Unions at present, but the better 
way was to give the Party ‘members in the 
Unions a definite lead, and in doing this the 
Conference would be doing all that was expected 
from it. G. R. Harris seconded. 


H. Neumann said that it was impossible to 


separate economic from political action, for. 


economic action was 4 thing of the past and the 
Unions were to-day taking fence seen. The 
Trades Councils and the local Labour Repre- 
sentation Committees were 


tical action. All the political actions of the ‘I'rade 
Unions resulted only in the support of the 
capitalist-class. Our Declaration of Principjes 
was not sufficient to cover the activity of Party 
members in Trade Unions, and when they were 
called upor to take part in the work of the 
Unions they should be compelled to refuse, 
whether the office was paid or not. The Party 
should prevent its members from going astray 
by laying it down definitely that they shall not 
take office nor do anything to help the Unions 
in their unsound position. 

Watts denied that the Unions were primarily 
political organisations, or that the economic 
action was subordinate to the political. Econo- 
mic action took place in the workshop, not at 
the ballot box. F 
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J. Fitzgerald said that if it were true that | should support only the measures in accordance 
there was no difference between political and | 


economic action, then it was equally true that 
there was no difference between the animal and 
the vegetable ay ame no difference between 
the sohd-and the liquid. A thing should always 
be judged by its essential features, and this was 


the safe and scientific method, If there was no 


| 


| 


-difference between political and economic action, | 


why had it been discussed? An economic organ- 
igation fights on the industrial field alone. A 
political organisation concerns itself with the 
political or governmental machinery of the 


* country. These were thg essential features of 


economic and political action, and these two 
fields were separate and distinct notwithstand- 
ing the fact that theré existed a borderland where 
they intermingled. Tliere was not a Trade Union 
in the country that paid a tenth or a twentieth 
of the money towards political purposes that it 
did for economic action. The miners, for instance, 
will spend more in one strike ‘than they will 
spend for generations in political action—send- 
ing representatives to Parliament. The very 
conditions of capitalism forced the workers to 
form Unions. ght duty of a members of the 
Party was to fight against the unsound position 
of the Unions to-day. Craft divisions would: have 
to be broken down, skilled and unskilled, brain 
and manual workers, have to join hands. The ten- 
dency of economic evolution should be pointed 
out, and the changes rendered necessary in the 
economic organisation. Trade organisation must 
exist to bring about Socialism, and industrial 
organisation would be necessary under Social- 
ism i . Let the members of the Party put 
their shouldets into the Trade Unions and 
carry on their work of educating straight and 
uncompromisingly. In this way better work 
could be done than by remaining outside. 

The amendment was carried by 11 to 3. 

- Upon being, put as a substantive motion, 
Phillips mobet the following amendment :— 

Delete all after “Resolved ” and substitute “that 
this Conference recommends that no member of 
the Party shall hold any official position whatsoever 
in the Trade Union movement, and moreover recom- 
mends that all members of the Party within Trade 
Unions be instructed to actively oppose all action of 
Trade Unions that is not based on the principles 
held by this Party. 

This was defeated by 9 to 2. 

A. W. Pearson moved a further amendment :— 

That this Conference reaffirms the previous de- 
claration of the Party. 

The Mover said that the position of the Party 
was very clear on the matter. If the Party were 
to oppose Trade Unions, it should also oppose 
the Co-operative Societies when they take poli- 
tical action. The Friendly Societies may also 
go in for political action, and then to be consis- 
tent ae Party should not allow its members to 
join them. 

F. Craske seconded the amendment, which 
was defeated by 8 to 6. 

The resolution moved by Watts and Harris 
wae then carried by 11 to 3. 

SHOULD THE PARTY TAKE PART IN MUNICIPAL AND 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ? IF SO, UPON WHAT BASIS? 

Gifford was of. the opinion that the elections 
were the best time for propaganda, because 
then the people took a greater interest in public 
questions than they did at any other time. He 
suggested that an electoral programme be drawn 
up by the E.C., explaining the position of the 
Party and criticising the reforms proposed by 
other parties. 

Belsey and Dillon moved :— 

That the Party do not take part in any Parlia- 
mentary or municipal elections during the next 
twelve months. : 

Allen thought that very little could be done 
either in Parliament or on local bodies until the 
Party had a majority of delegates on them. 
Meanwhile, however, the representatives of the 
Party on those bodies should do their best in 
the interests of the Working-class. 

Neumann said that it was entirely impractic- 
able to mention any time within which the 
Party should not take political action. If in any 
constituency there were sufficient workers to 
demand a representative of class-conscious prin- 
ciples, the workers themselves would come for- 
ward and ask for such a representative. With 
regard to what the members of the Party should 
do when elected on governing bodies, this was 
shown in the Declaration of Principles, and they 


| 


therewith. The principal thing was to get be- 
hind them a class-conscious proletariat, not 
Radical votes, and then their representative 
would be backed up in his action by those who 
elected him. They should be revolutionists all 
the time. 


A. W. Pearson considered that it would take | 


a long time before a Socialist Party man would 


be returned to Parliament or a local body, but | 
when he got, there he would know what to do. | 


There were certain measures which a revolu- | B 
| Branches for a poll of the members. 


tionist could support, and he instanced the case 
of the Municipality of Brest which voted money 
to the strikers. Even when they did not put up 


a candidate themselves they could issue litera- 


ture calling upon the workers not to vote. 


_ Belsey explained that his resolution was not _ 
intended to prevent the.issuing of literature, but 


aimed only at deferring direct political action by 
the Party for a period of one year. 


Fitzgerald said that Parliament was the power | 


that politically dominated the rest of society, 
and so long as it was a question of Parliamentary 


action there was no need for any programme at | 
all. But it was different with regard to muni- | 
cipal action. The Party should contest municipal | 
elections because it would be good propaganda, — 
because during the elections the people took a | 
greater interest in politics, and because the | 
Party was out for the capture of the whole of | 


the political machinery. ‘The local bodies were 
very limited in their powers, and the Socialist 
position should be laid down clearly pointing 
out that even with a majority in power much 
could not be done. The capture of a munici- 
pality would, however, be a means of educating 
the other municipalities. Money should be voted 
for all possible purposes in the interests of the 
working-class, and the wages of municipal em- 
ployes raised as high as possible, but no doubt 
the ruling authorities would come down on the 
municipality and some of its members would 
be imprisoned. 
The resolution was defeated by 14 to 2. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND REPRESENTATION 
THEREAT. 


Jackson said that if they examined the Brit- 


ish delegation to the Amsterdam Congress they 


a OO 
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(1.) Shall the Party become affiliated to the 
International Socialist Bureau and pay sub- 
scriptions thereto ? ‘ 

(2.) Shall the Party demand its own delegate 
on the International Socialist Bureau ? 

(3.) Shall the Party demand independent 
representation at the International Socialist 
Congress and verify the credentials of its own 
delegates ? ‘ 

On the motion of Phillips and Belsey it was 
resolved that the questions be sent round the 


Phillips and Jones moved : 
That the E.C. be instructed to draw up a series of 
resolutions embodving the following points: 
1.—That only Socialist organisations recognising 
the class war in theory and practice should be repre- 
sented at the International Socialist Congress. 
2.—That disputes between the various parties in 
each country as to the genuineness of their re- 
spective organisations be settled by the Congress it- 
self. ; 
; After a few remarks from the Chairman the 
Conference closed at 8 p.m. with the singing of 
the “ International” and cheers for the Social 
Revolution. 


————————E=E=——_ 


THE DIVINE RIGHT OF CAPITAL. 


- . 
= —— :O: = 


“This is the Divine Right of Capital. Look, 
the fierce sunshine beats down upon the white 
sand, or chalk, or hard clay of the railway cut- 
ting whose narrow sides focus the heat like a 
lens. Brawny arms swing the pick and drive 
the pointed spades into the soil. Clod by clod, 
inch by inch, the heavy earth is looseried, and 
the mountain removed by atoms at a time. \Ach- 
ing arms these, weary backs, stiffened limbs— 
brows black with dirt and perspiration. he 
glaring chalk blinds the eye with its whiteness: 


| the slippery sand gives way beneath the foot- 
| Step, or rises with the wind and fills the mouth 


with grit; the clay clings to the boot, weighing 


_ the leg down as lead. The hot sun scorches the 
| back of the neck--the lips grow dry and 


would discover that it was the largest and was | 


composed largely of non-Socialists. The I.L.P. | 


voted for the class war resolution at the Am- 


sterdam Congress, and afterwards scoffed at it | 


as an obsolete Marxian dogma in their ofticial 
organ. 


parched ; and —‘ Look out for yourself, mate !’ 
with a jarring rattle the clumsy trucks come 
jolting down the incline on the way to the 
‘shoot’; then beware, for they will sometimes 
jump the ill-laid track, and crush human limbs 
like brittle icicles with tons of earth. Ora ‘shot’ 
is fired overhead, bellowing as the roar rushes 


| from cliff to cliff as an angry bull, and huge 


Pearson was of opinion that the International | 


Socialist Bureau was composed of persons op- 


posed to the principles of this Party. The rule | 
at the Congress was that each country must | 
verify its own credentials, and if the delegates | 
of the Party had refused to go into the British | 
section they would not have been admitted to | 


the Congress at all. 
and would have to present their credentials at 
Stuttgart in 1907 to the British Section. 


large indeed. 


They were in a minority | 


stones and fragments hurtle in deadly shower. 
Or, worse than all, the treacherous clay slips— 
bulges, trembles, and thuds in an awful aval- 
anche, burying men alive. 

“* But they are paid to do it,’ says Comfort- 
able Respectability (which hates everything in 
the shape of a ‘question,’ glad to slur it over 
somehow). ‘They are paid to do it! Go down 
into the pit yourself, Comfortable Respectability, 


( ' and try it as I have done, just one hour of a 

Fitzgerald said the Conference was an Inter- | 
national assembly composed of men of different | 
nations, customs, and languages, and the diffi- | 
culties surrounding such an assembly were very | 


Before it would be possible to | 


break down the national system of represent- | 
ation a better education of the working-class of | 


the world would be necessary. 


Different systems — 


of representation could be adopted based upon | 
(1) the number of members of Parliament, (2) | 
the parties in a country, (3) the membership of | 


the parties. The Bureau had decided that each 


nationality should have two votes, and when | 
there was a dispute between two sections of the | 


nationality they were to split the votes between 
them. When this was done another section in 
France claimed a third vote. 


Who is to decide | 


and where is the question to be raised as to the . 


rights of the parties to representation? The 
matter should be raised on the floor of the Con- 


gress itself, They sliould keep steadily fighting | 
at the Congresses for the principle that only | 
Socialist parties should be admitted to the . 


Congresses. When this had been done for two 
or three Congresses many of the other parties 
would adopt that view. 


be issued to the Socialist Parties of the world 
explaining the Party’s position. 

C. Lehane, General Necretary, submitted to 
the Conference the following questions :— 
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summer’s day ; then you will know the precious- 
ness of a vulgar pot of beer! Three-and-sixpence 
a day is the price of these brawny muscles: the 
price of the rascally sherry you parade before 
your guests in such pseudo-generous profusion. 
One guinéa a week—that is, one stall at the 
opera. But why do they do it? Because Hun- 
ger and Thirst drive them; these are the fear- 
ful scourges, the whips worse than the knout, 
which lie at the back of Capital and give it its 
power. Do you suppose these human beings 
with minds and souls and feelings would not 
otherwise repose on the sweet sward, and 
hearken to the song-birds as you may do on your 
lawn at Cedar Villa ? 

“ The ‘ financier,’ ‘director,’ ‘contractor,’ what- 
ever his commercial title—perhaps all the three, 
who is floating this line, where is he ? Rolling 
in his carriage right royally as a King of Spades 
should do, honoured for the benefits he has con- 
ferred upon mankind, toasted: at banquets, 
knighted by an appreciative Throne, his lady 
shining in bright raiment by his side, glorious 
in silk and scarlet and ermine, smiling as her 
lord, voluble of speech, pours forth his unctuous 


| harangue. One man whipped with Hunger toils 
F. Sator thought that a manifesto ought to 


half-naked in the Pit, face to face with death : 
the other is crowned by his fellows, sitting in 


| state with fine wines and the sound of jubilee. 
This is the Divine Right of Capital.” 


Ricuarp JEFFRIES. 





Communications must be authenticated by name and 
address of writer and written on one side of the paper 
only. 

The writers ONLY are. responsible for the views 
expressed. 


EVOLUTION BY REVOLUTION. 


ge ninein the Merah of as ie 
'ANDARD appeared an article signature 
of H. Philpott Wright, entitled “ Evolution and 
Revolution,” which, in the humble opinion of 
Sa Rey i 

uction—except it is ma 
cally obscure, logi deficient, historically 
absurd, and ically unsound. 

Mr. Wright endeavours to prove that “ revo- 
lation” and “evolution” are antithetical or 


tion,” in another as meaning : tran- 
sition,” in another a “ catastrophic change !” 

. Mr. Wright avoids discussing the question 
Reform v. Revolution on its own merit;contenting 
himself with arguing that if you are a revolu- 
tionary yan. must Ajm af revolution, while if you 

you must aim at reform. «ss 
climax is reached when Mr. Wright 


tem there can be no revolution, for none will 
. be sled)” » 

that on the contrary, Socialism will evolve from 
this present system, and one phase of its evo- 
lution will be a revolution— the transition from 
‘Capitalism to Socialism constituting a social 
revolution ; one essential stage in the transition 
being a political revolution. 

Before we proceed to discuss the point will 
Mr. Wright S caet tied ad Gato of 
- Principles” on page 1 and read it thre care- 
fully? He will notice that after pomting out 


7 . 


Now [, although unworthy, venture to assert. 


the economic relation of the exploiting and | 


exploited classes, the Declaration proceeds : 

_ “That as in the order of social evolution the 
working-class 1s the last class to achieve its 

freedom, the emancipation of the working-class 

will involve the emancipation of all mankind 

without distinction of race or sex.”: 

Following Mr. Wright’s example I will now 
give a “little illustration.” I was at one time 
not a Socialist, in fact, I was violently opposed 
to Socialism. For me to change from an anti- 
Socialist into a Socialist entailed a complete and 
fundamental en political, social, and 
moral beliefs and i in short an intellectual 
revolution. ; 

Net this revolution was produced merely by 
the apprehension of one simple fact, viz., that 
where one section of the community own all the 
means of life the rest of the community are in 
fact, if not in name, enslaved. 

The acquirement of the knowledge necessary 
to the apprehension of this fact and to a recog- 
nition of its importance was a long and gradual 
process, but the apprehension was a single and 
sudden mental occurrence. 

What had happened? I had acquired from 
various sources (environment) a certain quantity 
of knowledge‘bound up with a certain quantity 
of prejudice and a certain number of beliefs. 


Addition to this knowledge entailed as a ne- 


cessary consequence the destruction of a mass 
of prejudice and the reconstruction of social 
and moral ideals. 

Now what was that but an evolution with a 
revolution as an integral phase ? 

From one point of view here was a continuous 
developinent ; from another a destruction of one 
“form” and the substitution of one entirely 
different. From one point of view the process 
was apn evolution; from another a revolution. 
And as the latter necessarily followed upon the 
former, we sum up the process as an evolution 
with revolution as an integral phase. 

Much in the same way does Society evolve : 
for we must always remember that one of the 
forces whose operation produces social evolution 
is human intelligence. In fact, in discovering 
the forces producing or laws governing social 
development, we have to trace the laws deter- 


o 


Jue prior to 1780 
ious formes 


in any society of 
a Reaihind do 


“The method prevailin 


Bho oociat” politica 
in gener 


an evolution. 

“ And on the other hand, the change in_ the 
legal, political, { artistical or ph oph- 
ical, in short, ideo institutions ; wight 7 
ference .to these, men fight out this eonfiiet 
revolution conscious of their opposing intersé&t 

“This conflict takes the form of a class 


“We may in wide outlines characterise the 


Asiatic, the antique, the feudal, and the modern 
sr omen methods of production as a series 

progressive epochs in the evolution of econ- 
omic society. z 

“ The industrial relations arising out of the 
capitalistic method of production constitute the 
last of the antagonistic forms of Social produc- 
tion ; antagonistic, not in the sense of an antag- 
onism between individuals, but of an antagoniam 
growing out of the circumstances in which men 
must live who take part in social praduction. 

“ But the productive forces which are devel- 
oped in the lap of capitalistic society create at 
the same time the material conditions needed for 
the abolition of this antagonism. The capitalist 
form of society therefore will bring to a close 
this cycle of the history of human society, as it 
has existed under. the various forms of exploi- 
tation.” —F rom the Introduction to the “ Critique 
of Politieal Economy.” 

I make no apology for the length of the above 
quotation. Marx is too little known to the 
working-class of Great Britain for quotations so 
important to be superfluous. 

t will be seen from this, what indeed Mr. 
Wright admits, viz.; that the political, moral, 
and social revolutions recorded in history were 
nothing but re-arrangements of the relations be- 
tween man and man made necessary by the 
development of the “ material productive forces” 
of society (the ‘‘ means and instruments for pro- 
ducing wealth” as the Party Declaration puts 
it)—in short, an evolution with a revolution as 
an essential phase. 

One illustration from history will suffice: 
The Capitalist or Bourgeois Revolution in France 


\ 


5%. Y 


tha 


in Fy Signa 
duction ‘by 


inufac chi 
peeps had 


feisie, composed of the i 
of the priesthood—podsesaing little or no 
mor but at the same time the greater 


orking-class shall have evolved _ 


“they conquer for themselves the 


political power, that day will mark the realisa- 
of the Social Revolution.—Yours, &c., 


Twos. A. Jackson. 


EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION, - 


plete antagonism to the othera, SI am an 
irreconcilable duality on the one hand and on the 
other a trinity in violent opposition to myself in 


two places. I am also a perigrinating paradox _ 


and several other things that will occur to Mr. 
Wright in the privacy.of hischamber, but what 
sn 139 a Be ist ? I should like you to fix on 
a title that will explain my brand of Socialism 
clearly, but I cannot conveniently call myself 
an evolutionary-involutionary-revolutionary So- 
cialist. Will you please help me? 
Fintus Poputi.. 
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“ May 6th, 1906. 
‘A TRAVESTY OF TRADE UNIONISY. 


A CORREAPOXDENT sends a of ‘literature 
eXplanatory of the objects and methods of the 
Railway ’ Association. It is claimed that 
this association will serve to secure some better- 


“pressure of the capitalist 

‘mpon the class they employ 

 Working-class. is pressure 
ig the result of the constant endeavour of the 
-capitalist-class to squeeze ever greater profits 
from the labour of the working-class, and ex- 
itself in the prolongation of working 


possible, 
thei 


most hard-headed, hide-bound and 
mentally atrophied trade unionist as absurd,— 
and the prehension of class- 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 
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slave what time every endeayour is being made | 
to further the railway industry and make it a_ 
more profitable concern. 

In the statement of grievances would seem to | 
be embodied the dissatisfaction of the clerk with 
the existing conditions. In the statement of | 
method and objects the still small voice of the | 


‘company director is heard. 


Says the leaflet before us :— | 
“It is said that the clerks will not join a | 
Trade Union as they object to the extreme | 
measures adopted by most Trade Unions. . . | 
There 18 no strike and no coercion comtemplated | 
or allowed in the R.C.A.” | 
Also :— 


“Membership is not derogatory to advance- | 
ment in the service, neither is it detrimental 
to the best interests of the Railway Companies.” | 

And again, as might be expected :— 

“ All railway officials (and proprietors ?) ap- | 
prove our policy.” 

This is the R.C.A., and a more pitiable and 
ludicrous attempt at working-class organisation 
the annals of Labour cannot show. Surely it 
should be obvious to the most oblique of mental 
visions that combination in order to secure 
some amelioration that individual effort has 
failed to secure in 60 years, implies a struggle. 
If some benefit is obtained as a result of com- 
bined effort, it means that force has been exer- 
cised. Those who previously refused to effect 
a reform have been coerced by a display of force 
into moving. 

And yet in the R.C.A. coercion is taboo ! 

And opposition is offered to the use of the 
weapon of the strike, not on the ground that the 


‘ strike is an obsolete weapon in economic war- 


fare, but on the ground apparently that the 
warfare itself is bad ! 

What then is the use of the organisation at 
all except as a means of bolstering up present 
railway administration and providing railway 
companies with servants more efficient at pro- | 
ducmg profit for the capitalist-class who own | 
the railways? Why should they voluntarily | 
assist in their own exploitation? Why should | 
they organise themselves and pay for the priv- 
ilege of organising themselves in the interests | 
of the class that lives upon their labour ? 

What the workers on railways and in every 
other branch of industry have to recognise is | 
that the utility of combination, economic and 
political, lies in the strength it gives to fight. | 
What they have to understand is that they can 
only fight to the betterment of their own position | 
at the expense and to the disadvantage of the 
class that exploits them. What they have to 
appreciate if they object to being robbed of any | 
part of the wealth they produce, is that they | 
will not only have to place the capitalist-class 
in the category of irreconcilable enemies, not 
only will they. have to fight them as such always, | 
but that they will have to beat them out of ex- 
istence absolutely, before they can enter into 
the enjoyment of the full result of their labour. 

And they will never do that until they under- 
stand whence the capitalist derives his power 
to-day—how it comes about that a handful of 
people are able to dictate conditions to the great 
mass of the people. 

he workers on railways and elsewhere will 
have to understand that it is the’ possession of 
the land and tools of production and distribu- 
tion that gives the capitalist his pewer. They 
will have to understand that the only way to 


_ break that power is to force him to relinquish 


his hold upon the means by which all the peaple 


| live. And then they will be class-conscious 
| (conscious of. their class interests as distin- 


pany directors, with at least one railway com- 
pany director. 3 
As might be pected, the literature of this | 
jation prevides curious reading. Whereas 
on the one~hand a number of grievances that 
require redress are set out and clerks admon- 
ished to combine in order- to secure certain 
reforms in working conditions which “ individ- 
ualism has lamentably failed to secure for 60 
years and which combination alone can obtain,” 
on the other hand emphasis is laid upon the 
fact that the Association exists (among other 
things) to further the railway industry and pro- 
vide facilities for the technical training of rail- 
way servants, which, being interpreted, seems 
to mean that facilities will be provided the | 
railway clerk to become a more efiicient-wage- | 


guished from and opposed to the interests of ! 
the capitalist-class), and will appreciate the | 
position which we of The Socialist Party of Great | 
Britain occupy, and will be prepared to work | 
with us for the capture of the political machin- | 
ery of the country as the necessary preliminary | 
to the capture of all the machinery of wealth | 
production. Then they will utilise their strength | 
not to treat with the representatives of the cap-_ 
italist-class for the concession of small reforms, | 
but will utilise it with the object of removing | 
the cause of the conditions that give rise to the | 
demand for reforms. Then they will work | 
through their economic organisations and their | 
political organisations for the complete over- 

throw of the present capitalist system based upon | 
profit and the realisation of the Socialist Repub- | 
lic based upon justice and equity.—C. Las-Swar. | 
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PARTY NOTES. 
:0: 
Wrtx the month of May will open our outdoor 
propaganda season, and all members are ex- 


pected toassist at the stations of their respective 
Branches in order that the best possible results 


| may be obtained from the efforts of the Party 


speakers. Will all those concerned note that 
the Lecture Secretary is: T. A. Jackson, 408. 
St. Ann's Road, Harringay, N., to whom all 
communications respecting the Lecture List 
should be addressed. 


& 


Special efforts should now be made in pushing 
the Party Organ. The members and Branches 
have done well in this direction during the 
winter months, but this summer we should be 
able to increase our circulation. 

¢ 


4 


Two new Assistant Secretaries have been 
appointed: R.H. Kentand L. Boyne. Comrade 
Boyne is in charge of the financial department 
of the Secretaryship, and, all applications for 
membership cards, remittances for dues stamps, 
etc., should be sent to him. Address, 17, Etherley 
Road, South Tottenham, N. 


os oF 


cond 


The Party Emblem is now ready. It isan 
attractive button, hand coloured, and is to be 
had at the price of 2d. through any Branch 
Secretary. : 


+ 
Photographs, size 12 by 10, of the First 
Annual Conference of the Party, can be ob- 
tained, price 2/- per copy. Applications, accom- 
panied by cash, for this souvenir, should be 
addressed to the undersigned.—C. Leuavr. 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


WOOD GREEN. 


IT is sometime since a report from this branch 
has appeared in Tue Socraxist STANDARD, but 
that does not mean that we have been idle by 
any means. In addition to our ordinary out- 
door propaganda, which we have kept on all 
through the winter, except when the weather 
positively refused to allow us, we have entered 
upon a newdeparture in the direction of indoor 
discussions. To these we specially invite men 
outside our organisation, and purposely go so 


_ far as to import opposition. Not only does this 


seem a useful means of assisting in crystallising 
our more general propaganda outside, but is a 
necessary educational force for our members. A 
comrade’s education, it seems to us, should not 
cease when he joins us, on the contrary, it. is but 
just beginning. To this end then one of us 
opens a discussion on some aspect of the Social- 
ist position, and the discussion which follows is 


-a powerful means of developing young speakers 


in addition to its educational qualities. With 
regard to our outdoor propaganda, one is forc- 
ibly reminded of the truth of the assertion that 
the outer ring of London’s suburbs are its dor- 
mitories, whose inhabitants only go there to 
sleep, for apathy and indifference are the char- 
acteristics of this huge sleeping-chamber. A 
revival is certainly needed here, and it shall be 
supplied by a strong and vigorous Socialist 
propaganda on right lines during the coming 
season, when a determined effort will be made 
to rouse the proletariat of Wood Green to a due 
consciousness of its true position.— Dick Kent. 


PADDINGTON. 


| SINcE our last report we are able to report pro- 


gress. A steady and persistent propaganda has 
been maintained and carried on throughout the 
winter. The meetings are generally well attended 
by members of the working-class, and a keen 
interest is shown in the sound and uncompro- 
mising declaration of our principles. If this is 
continued weshall no doubt considerably increase 
our membership. Tue Sociacist STANDARD 
has been selling very freely of late, due toa large 
extent to our energetic Librarian, Comrade 
Hutchens, who attends all the publi leetings 
that come under his notice and pee of a 
large number of copigg. The current number 





contains the address of our Librarian, so readers 

in West London will beableto obtain Our paper 

by sending him a postcard. We have several 

embryonic speakers in the Branch whom we hope 

to develope so that they may be able to render 
er assistance in da work. 

The rout of the bogus Socialists in our locality 
seems to be complete, at any rate they give no 
sign of their existence. The spread of Socialist 
enlightenment must, we are confident, convince 
the working-class of the essness of their 
position under capitalism. task.we have set 
ourselves is the education and organisation of 
the proletariat, and we look forward to the 
coming season with confidence.—T. W. ALLEN. 


he last two months we have carried on 
ne Wodtedd night meetings at Fulham Cross 
when the weather would permit, and by distri- 
bution of specimen copies of THe Sociacist 
Stanparp and in other ways have kept Socialism 
under public notice. Local labour councillors 
(I had almost said fakirs) have been challenged 
to debate, but although, or perhaps because, one 
councillor and one guardian are members of 
the S.D.F., they have been afraid to accept this 
challenge. Yet one of these gentlemen makes 
a terrible fuss when a parson declines a debate 
with him. 

According to Fustice, T. Wall, who stood for 
the h Council recently, was the S.D.F. 
and Labour candidate. But none of his posters 
indicated his connection with the S.D.F., or even 
made it clear that he was supposed to be a 
Socialist. He was simply the “ Labour Candi- 
date.’ However, this is a small mattef when one 
knows that the S.D.F. was affiliated to the local 
LR.C., and did not protest when that body 


pledged itself to support two Progressive alder- 
men in 1903 in return for support of a “ Labour” 


man. e 

But though Wall bad the Irish vote he did 
not get in, which, the glowing report in F usfice 
' notwithstanding, is very significant, because the 
Nationalists voted Progressive at dast election. 

Our Branch has had the compliment paid of 
being responsible for the defeat of the “‘ Labour ”’ 
candidate. I hope we deserve it. Meetings were 
run showing the real Socialist position, and a few 
questions were asked through the local Press. 

Though small in number we are doing suffi- 
cient to cause a flutter in the Socialist-cum-La- 
bour-cum-Liberal dove-cote, and so far we have 


membership and an enlarged circulation of reg- | 


; THE Soci 


progressed to the extent of getting ourselves | 
well disliked by showing up some of the games | 
of the alleged Socialist and Labour bodies, so | 


we must be doing good. - An increase in the | 90th. Branch 


ular subscribers to the STANDARD are some of | 


the results of our winter’s work.—E.J.B.A. 


BATTERSEA. 
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LECTURE LIST, MAY, 1905. 


SUNDAY MORNINGS, 11.30. | 

BATTERSEA, Prince’s Head: 7th, H. Bel- 
sey; 14th, J. Fitzgerald; 21st, T. A. Jackson ; 
28th, A. Anderson. 

FINSBURY PARK: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, 
Branch. 

ILFORD, Broadway: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, 
Branch. 

PADDINGTON, outside Prince of Wales: 
7th, F. S. Leigh; 14th, F. C. Watts; 21st, H. 
Belsey ; 28th, F. G. Thompson. * , 

REGENT’S PARK: 7th, F. C. Watts; 14th, 
T. W. Allen; 21st, F. S. Leigh; 28th, T. A. 


Jackson. 

TOTTENHAM, West Green: 7th, A. An- 
derson ; 14th, A. Anderson; 2lst, R. Kenny ; 
28th, J. Crump. 

WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher’s Hill: 7th, 
T. A. Jackson; 14th, R. Kenny; 2lst, J. 
Crump; 28th, H. Belsey. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, 3.30. 
VICTORIA PARK: 7th, J. Kent; 14th, H. 
Belsey ; .21st, P. C. Herbert; 28th, J. W. Day 
and W. Gifford. : 


SUNDAY EVENINGS, 7.0. 

EDMONTON, Angel Road: 7th, A. Ander- 
son; 14th, Branch; 21st, J. Fitzgerald; 28th, 
F. C. Watts. : 

FULHAM, Effic Rd.: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, 
Branch. 

ILFORD, South Park Gates : 7th, 14th, 21st, 
28th, J. Kent and others. 
PECKHAM RYE: 7th, H. Belsey; 14th, 
Branch ; . 2ist, T..W. Allen; 28th, Branch. - 

TOOTING, Broadway: 7th, T. W. Allen; 
14th, J. Crump;- 21st, H. Belsey; 28th, J. 
Fitzgerald. 

WANSTEAD PARK STATION: 7th, 14th, 
Zlst, 28th, Branch. 

WATFORD, Market Place: 7th, J. Fitzger- 
ald; 14th, F. S. Leigh; 21st, F. C. Watts; 
28th, T. A. Jackson. 


MONDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
ILFORD, Broadway: 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 
Branch. 
TUESDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. _ . 
WATFORD, Market Place: oth, 16th, 23rd, 


WEDNESDAY EVENINGS,. 8.0. 
’ BATTERSEA, Falcon Grove: 10th, 17th, 


| 24th, 31st, Branch. 


Tue Red Flag is still flying in Battersea, and | 
our meetings during the winter months in Syd- | 
| 31st, Branch. . 
On the average we have sold between 8 and g | 
quires of THe Sqciacist StanDarp each month. | 
We have made since the Party started thirteen | 


ney Hall and other places have been successful. 


new members. 


Our Economic Class has been | 


well attended, and through it our members have | 
been equipped for a more effective fight against | 


working-class ignorance and apathy. 


We are | 


now looking forward to the time when we can | 
commence operations on a wider scale outdoors. | 
We have no fear as to future of The Socialist | 


Party of Great Britain in Battersea. Our mem- 


rade Lehane’s word—“ Onward! ’”’ 
Press ComMITrer. 


_ ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


FULHAM Cross: 10th, 17th, 24th,: 31st, 
Branch. 
TOOTING, Broadway: 10th, 17th, 24th, 


THURSDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
BARKING, Broadway: llth, C. Turner; 
25th, J. Kent. 
ROMFORD, Market Place: 18th, J. Kent; 
June Ist, P. C. Herbert. 


FRIQAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 


BATTERSEA, Prince’s Head: 12th, 19th, 
26th, June 2nd, Branch. 
KENSAL RISE, Quadrant : 12th, 19th, 26th, 


; _ June 2nd, Branch. 
bers are fighting all the different sections of the | 


capitalist-class, and echo with enthusiasm Com. | 


SATURDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms: 13th, 


| 20th, 27th, June 3rd, Branch. 


|Branch Secretaries and others 


A.S. (Prague).—There is no official organ of the Buil- | 
ders Workers Trade Union, nor indeed is there any | 


journal specially devoted to this section of the 
working-class in Britain. 


trade circulars issued by the Union from time to | 


time, but these are only for members of the Union. 


papers run by capitalists as ordinary business | 


ventures, that deal in various matters connected 
with the Building Trade, but none of them pre- 
tend to be official. The two that circulate among 
the workers are “‘ The Building World,’’ and “ The 


Carpenter and Builder,” specimens of which are «| 
| 


being posted to you as requested. 


SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


There are, of course, | 


| Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 


There are, however, several so-called Trade News- | 


well as anyone else. 


JACOMEB BROS., T.U. Printers, 
Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 
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BRANCH DIRECTORY. 
BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 
CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica-. 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 
CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
1st and 8rd Sunday_jn each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 
EAST LONDON (Ceutral).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305, 
, Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch 
meets every Friday at the Secretary's address.. 
EDMONTON.—R. Kena Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
i ottenham, N i hectings 


FULHAM.—E, J. B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, SW. Branch meets 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

ISLINGTON.—Padraig Ua Toibin, Secretary, 79, 
‘Grove Road, Holloway, N. Branch meets 
every Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. at the C - 
ative Stores, 79, Grove Road, Holloway, N. 


PADDINGTON..---T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 


Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets ey 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monday 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, Secreta , 5, Rat- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets 2nd and 4th 
ph ridays in each month at 8,30 at secretary's 

ress 


- TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St.,. 


Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
address. 


WATFORD.—.G. T. King Sec., 16, Merton Rd., Wat- 
f Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. J. Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E. Branch meets 
every alternate Wednesday at‘8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 


WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanle 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.80 p.m. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W: 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. - 


CAPITAL. 


. 4 CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION. 


By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 10/6.) 


5s. 6d. 


From F. C. Watts, as above. 


SIX CENTURIES OF WORK AND 
WAGES. 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR. 

By ‘PROF."J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised, Published at-10/6.) 
Carriage Free he os. 6d. 

From F. C. Watts, as above. 


A STUDY OF TOWN LIFE. 
By B. SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
({ilustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &e.} 
(Published at 10'6.) 
Carriage Free eas 


ze 4s. 6d. 
From F. C. Watts. as above. 


Printed by Jacomb Bros., Za, Wingheld Road, Stratford, E, for the Proprietors, The Socialist Party ot Great Britain, and published by C. Lehane, Gen, Secretary, 107, Charlotte St., W. 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic contro! of the means and instraments 
for producing and distributing wealth y and 
din the interest of the whole community. 


Declaration of Principles 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 

That society as at present constituted is 
based upon the ownership of the means of li ving 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antag- 
onism of interests, manifesting itself as a class 
struggle, between those who possess but do not 
produce, and those who produce but do not 


That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 
version into the common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the order of social evolution the 
‘working-class is the last class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinction of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 

That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and naliticall 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 


pression of class interests, and as the interest of | 


the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-cliass, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 


THE Socrauist Party or Great Brita, there- | 


fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 


parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly | 


capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and. that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


THE RECEIPT OF A COPY OF THIS 
PAPER IS AN INVITATION 
TO SUBSCRIBE. 





Writixc upon the Boer War, Mr. Dooley ob- 
served that if he had been in control there would 
have been no fighting. He would have conceded 
the Uitlanders’ demand for the vote, but he would 
have done the counting! The Liberals are never 
tired of professing their desire to enfranchise 
the workers, but it is rarely that they make such 
a muddle of their schemes for depriving the 
workers of any use which the franchise might be 
to themas they did recently in Canada. In an in- 
teresting article in ‘‘ The Co-operative News,” 
Mr. Edward Porritt states that a scandal already 
in the courts arises out of what is known as 


ballot box stuffing. It was done in the interest | 
| for the overthrow of Laurier. He bought three 


| daily papers as part of the scheme—two in St. 
| John and a third in Montreal. It is also openly 
The Ontario ballot | 
| warrants acceptance of their word that on the 
| eve of the election three members of the Laurier 
| Government were to be arrested for malversation 


of a Libera] candidate in one of the rural ridings 
of Ontario. The facts are no longer in dispute, 
and_they show callousness to moral considera- 
tifas> daring and ingenuity. 
boxes were most ingenious. They were provided 
with a double side and a trap door. With the 
connivance of a deputy returning-officer, some 
of them were substituted for the official boxes, 
and before the polling began they were loaded 
with votes concealed in the double side, and 
marked infavour of the Liberal candidates. The 
ballots were marked in,the names of men known 
to be Tories, and when these Tories came to 


vote, their votes, by means of a spring, were | 
| no longer any doubt. Blair admits that he was 


thrown into the false side of the box, in the place 
of the concealed ballots, which had been passed 
through the trap door into the box proper. The 
newspapers were full of this Ontario scandal 
just when Earl Grey took possession of Rideau 


The second seandal turns ona plot by a hand- 
ful of financiers and promoters to defeat the 


Laurier Government, in order, it is believed, to | 


secure from an incoming Tory Government such 
a revision of the Act for building the Grand 
Trunk Railway as would enable these men to 
plunder the railway by means of a constructors’ 
company similar to that by which millions of 
dollars passed to an American syndicate when 
the Canadian Pacific Railway was carried across 


| the Continent. 


Mr. Blair (the ex-Minister of Railways) is the 
central figure in this scandal. 


and in the House of Commons the Government 
plan for a second Trans-Continental Railway. 
On accountof this opposition, he dropped out of 


the Cabinet and out of the House. He Was made | 
chairman of a newly-created Commission for | 


settling railway freights and other questions be- 


| tween the public and the railway companies. 


His pay was ten thousand dollars a year as 
much as the Premier receives ; and it was under- 
stood when he accepted the office that he bid 
good-bye to politics. About ten days before the 
general election, however, Blair suddenly re- 


signed his place on the Commission, and the 
as these is to organise in the International So- 


same day it was announced ina New Brunswick 


paper that he was totake the stump against the | 
Laurier Government and the Railway scheme | 


during the few days before the polling. ‘This 


astonishing news was telegraphed from St.John _ 
to every newspaper in Canada, and for a week | 
or more Canidians were eagerly looking for | 


Blair's appearance on the Tory platform, and 


~ for the red-hot shot which he was to fire into the | 


Laurier Government and its railway scheme. 
} 
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| terial scandal. 


While he was | 
Minister of Railways he opposed in the Cabinet | ure “a 
poly-ridden city in the British Empire. 


No such shot from the Blair guns was fired. 
Blair was dumb until the election was over, and 
since then the question has interested all Can- 
ada, “At what point and why did the plot 
against the Laurier Government fail ?”’ For the 
Laurier Government was returned with a larger 
majority in the House of Commons than any 
Liberal Government has had since Confeder- 
ation. 

The question has not been answered, but 
much of the plot has been uncovered. It has 
been ascertained that Blair was persuaded to 
resign by a young company promoter named 
Russell. Blair was to have some position in the 


| gift of Russell, worth more than ten thousand a 


year. Russell is almost young enough to be 
Blair’s grandson: but he was wily enough to 
persuade Blair to resign and to make other plans 


said by men whose position in Canadian politics 


in office, and that ten or fifteen Liberal candi- 
dates in Quebec were to be paid 2,000 dollars 
each to resign as a protest against this Minis- 
They were to resign on such 
short notice that the Liberal organisation would 
have no time to nominate other candidates. 
About much of this remarkable plot there is 


persuaded by Russell to resign, and the pur- 
chase of three daily papers by Russell is a 
matter of legal record. What Canada wants to 
know now is why Blair came back, and it wants 
to be quite sure that the ‘'rans-Continenta] Rail- 
way Construction was the game for which Russell 
and his moneyed associates were playing. More 
must come out when Parliament meets. 

At Quebec, the so-called Liberal premier is 


| 80 much a tool of the monopoly interests at 


Montreal that the Liberal Party is in revolt. and 
anything may happen when the newly-elected 
Provincial Legislature begins its Session. The 
ugliest incident in the Quebec election was the 
attempt of an attorney of a Light and Power 
Company--a concern with forty millions of cap- 
ital-- much of it water— which controls all the 
public utilities of Montreal, to secure re-election 
to the legislature. Montreal is the most mono- 
It pays 
more for heat, light, and power than any city in 
the United States—not excluding Tammany- 
ridden New York —and this monopoly is so well 
entrenched at Quebec, the Provincia] capital, 
that the people of Montreal have resigned them- 
selves to despair. 

All this only emphasises that which we Socjal- 
ists persistently endeavour to impress upon the 
workers. As long as the means of life are owned 
and controlled by a class, that class will domin- 
ate all institutions, whether political, religious, 
or social. The only remedy for ‘ scandals” such 


Citlist Party for the complete overthrow of 
capitalist domination, by the only means, the 
realisation of the object of The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain. —k. 


Pity for poverty, enthusiasm for equality and 
freedom, recognition of social injustice and 
a desire to remove it, is not Socialism. 


W. Lresknecur. 
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DOUBTS AND DIFFICULTIES. 


—:0:-——_ 


much as they refuse to carry on their business 
except for ‘the profit of the banker and that 
profit cannot be derived fronva banking account 
unless a minimum balance is ranteed. In 
small credit banks an average of say £50 would 
be required, while larger banks require consid- 


writes: “ leased requ 
A OORRESPONDENT writes: “‘I am very pl zs Eee enke reuse 
to welcome your new venture in opening a | erably higher bala : 


d Difficulties section in THE SoctaList > 
are I think that the ventilation of all diffi- | 
ee 2 a sie che ag oe nai edu- | have accounts with these banks and neither is 
an on ait Sal ae thie section of Tue | it possible for the average small trader to do a 
=e Crees deserves the support of all As far as possible he requires his money to 
Soctatietn With the experience gained in this way 
the answers will tend to become less crudely 
expressed and will prove doubtless a valuable 
contribution to the education of our propagan- 


dists.” 


Tae WEALTH OF THE WEALTHLESS WorRKERS. 


—to increase the quantity of his goods available 


money his \ 
on credit‘and has to meet his bills when they 
fall due and he has to save his paces for the 

urpose. The ordinary bank not being conven- 
an for his purpose he avails himself of the 
facilities afforded by the Post Office Savings 
Bank. ~ 


* 
* = 


rrespondent for his appreciation 
and moe him | that I am keenly alive to 
the imperfection of my methods of expression. 
The Board School education pe ae ane | ae 
workers bere Peis bear aie At the | _ So with his fiiftren They use the Savings 
building up of a . Bank to put away the pennies and shillings 
: edge of working-class life and Pp y pe 
same timea know! ac chee. mae th from the sweet-stuff shop and often 
derstanding of its inner meaning 18 forced ey save iro i a ssidlin 
op ances ° d- rk amongst our fel- have accounts which aggregate to more 
upon us as we live and’ wo : early earnings of the working man. 
bes. And if experience of the bitterness and | yearly gs 
misery engendered by the grinding poverty of a%e 
the every-day life of the wnbing Cote As to the proportion of the deposits which 
advantage in ae ne ecueip ped long to working men, I may mention mooi 
the wage worker I thin sult of an investigation made into this question 
age ga 7 3 
for my present task. “ * | in the United States of America by Lucien San- 
= * iel. His conclusion was that 10 per cent. would 
Another correspondent has set me the follow- | more than cover the share invested by the 
ing conundrum: “In your ‘Doubts and Diffi- working-class of that country. 
ouiti es’ in the May STANDARD you say that F » . 
spinner enters the labour market possessed o . —— 
only his labour-power which he is compelled In America we are informed by the po 
sell so as to secure his means of livelihood. | of the Commissioner of Labour of the United 
Ie this s0? Does not the spinner —the working- | States, the average wage is 30 per cent. higher 
lass—own a considerable amount of wealth in | than in the United Kingdom, and we should 
Sa ings Banks, Friendly Societies, and Trade consequently expect that the savings of the 
U fini, and does not this fact vitiate your entire working-class there were higher in proportion 
ranean? ia than of the working-class in this country. But 
_ a « even taking it that the naa here own 
ion i 10 t. of the high estimated savings yiven 
Ca ee Tree crundanwun thar | shove, ihe seraih sioelds be RENO OU an 


gument is not d one and that ' 
eee eke gine representing the savings of the working-class. 
it is in fact one of the stock arguments of the p g a 


. itali ime in favour of 
apologist of the. capitalist regime in lavour - «+6 
the present system. on the cose lr I am informed further that many of these de- 


ift is i i he worker 
out that thrift is imipossible for t ; a8 eth any ct ee Ce 
beca i d by theaverage | posits are very temporary é 

cost SF etcswcam told that he has | wage deposited on Saturday afternoon is often 


. i i T day, and the 
: Savings Bank | withdrawn the following Thursday, anc 
been ada’ a 5 gh Ta eee. thrifty and has | working-class in the large towns deposit in the 
oi ge atl of his wages they must | Savings Bank to meet the contingency of rent, 
eee been ssi tends cost of his subsistence | holiday, or even more interesting domestic oc- 
ve 


and that the Socialist position was therefore | currences. ; 


futile and absurd. 4 * | 
+6 This, however, only refers to the better paid 


ich i i koning | mechanic who has a wage somewhat higher than 
yen pac pl aces es : the working-class i and can sometimes 
afford a holiday. Taking all the facts, I think 
we must take it as fully borne out that the 
working-class as a class are never more than a 
few weeks from starvation and that as a class 
they own nothing beyond their labour-power— 


up those “ savings of the working saat Mg i 
t in several huge sums twice over. VV 
told cra lilnpaantlt of the £198,000,000 in the 
Post Office and Trustee Savings Banks and of 
the £45,000,000 deposited ae Friendly er 
ing that speci rovision is mas 
Gere Office Svitiee Bark for the receiv- | their power to perform work. 

ing of the funds of Friendly Societies and Trades .*. 
Unions. But we do not desire to press this 
point. We can afford—such is the strength of 


£300,000,000. 
* & 

The question which now arises is: Who has 
deposited this £300,000,000? The capitalist 
apologists of the press, the platform, and the . 
pulpit assume that it is wholly the savings of Pe 
members of the working-class. We contend 
that such an assumption is a grotesque fallacy. 


nothing. 


* * 

Let us ask ourselves another question. Where 
do the small shopkeeper, the small trader, the 
less successful professional and business men 
deposit their money, and where do the children 


i iddle- ; 
of these classes and even of the richer m col (aol: (ua btacen Gon cats taae. 
class keep their savings ‘ . 
- & o * * 


I do not think that it can be in the ordinary 


they remain single, but marriage soon uses u 


While the better class mechanic getting a 
our case—-to take the highest possible estimate | relatively higher wage because ne xn 
and assume that these deposits aggregate | what reduced the number of similarly situa 
mechanics competing for employment can save 
4 against a rainy day that never fails to come, 
the ordinary worker is getting less than the 
average cost of his subsistence and can save 


Take the case of the worker of Ridgmount as 
depicted by our Comrade Rt. H. Kent in a re- 
cent issue of Tat SociaList STANDARD. Any sav- 
ing made by those workers can only be at the 
expense of the necessities of their wives and 
children. Individuals may of course save if 


the savings and reduces such individuals to the 


When we are informed that 43 per cent. of 


June 3rd, 1905. 


ee Se 


; . daa s ki lass ulation of York are living 
bank—whether private or joint-stock—inas- ioenis ge are Sitterestad to know how the 


standard of poverty is understood and Mr. 
Rowntree is kind enough to inform us. 
Y 


& 
@ & 


He says: “It isthus seen that the wages paid 


for unskilled labour in York are insufficient to 
provide food, shelter and clothing adequate to 
maintain a family of ag He ina oe ao 
to | bare physical efficiency. It wi remem! 
It is not possible for the working-class a isha CEETCAGUE wed mihimugl 
expenditure is based upon the assumption that 
the diet is even less Benen era . owen 
ge: ish hi to able-bodied paupers in the York Workhouse, 
in circulation. He uses it to replenish his stock pi pa jie D nenie tor any expen 
i 1 utel t or t 
. At th time the whole of his | diture other than that absolutely requi ‘ 
= ses be Hed wot this way. He nec maintenance of merely physical efficiency. 


* 
* * 


“And let us clearly understand what ‘ merely 


physical efficiency’ means. A family living up- 
on the scale allowed for in this estimate must 


never spend a penny on railway fare or omni- 
bus. They must never go into the country un- 
less they walk. They must never purchase a 
halfpenny newspaper or spend a penny to buy 
a ticket for a popular concert. They must write 
no letters to absent ge for they cannot 
afford the postage. y must never con- 
tribute oayching to their church or chapel, or 
give any help to a neighbour which costs them 
money. They cannot save, neither can they join 
Sick Club or Trade Union, bécause they cannot 
pay the necessary subscriptions. The children 
must have no pocket money for dolls, marbles, 
or sweets. The father must smoke no tobacco 
and must drink no beer. The mother must 
never buy pretty clothes for herself or for her 
children, the character of the family wardrobe 
as of the family diet being governed by the 
regulation, Nothing must be bought but that 
which is absolutely necessary for the mainten- 
ance of physical health, and what is bought 
must be of the plainest and most economical 
description. Should a child fall ill it must be 
attended by the Parish doctor; should it die 
it must be buried by the Parish. Finally, the 
wage earner must never be absent from his 
work for a single day.”’ 
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“Tf any of these conditions are broken, the 
extra expenditure involved is met, and can only 
be met, by limiting the diet; or in other words 
by sacrificing physical efficiency.” 

eo ¢ 

“That few York labourers receiving 20s. or 
21s. per week submit to these iron conditions 
in order to maintain physical efficiency is ob- 
vious. And even were they to submit, physical 
efficiency would be unattainable for those who 
had three or more children dependent upon 
them. It cannot, therefore, be too clearly under- 
stood, nor too emphatically repeated, that when- 
ever a worker having three children dependent 
on him, and recevring not more than 21s. 8d. per 
week, indulges in any expenditure beyond that 
required for the barest physical needs, he can do 
so only at the cost of his own physical e ficiency, 
or that of some members of his family. 


a" « 


In every case the italics are those of Mr. Rown- 
tree. Under those conditions it would be crim- 
inal for any man to try to save, and he must re- 
main possessed only of his power to work. He 
must sell his power to work, which is himself, 
in order to live. By thus selling himself he ac- 
knowledges himself a slave bound by the will 
of the master who buys him. The English wage 
worker is veritably a wage-slave and among 


them is— 
Eoonomicus. 





Far rather six men strong in the strength that 
comes of knowledge, with energies directed by a 
clear understanding and bent to a common pur- 
pose, than sixty men strong in nothing but senti- 
ment and good intentions. For sentiment, 
howbeit a good thing when healthy, is always 
unstable, while good intentions unshaped by 
adequate knowledge. but serve to pave the 
path that leads directly to the hell of confusion. 

PRoveRBS OF A PROPAGANDIST. 


June 3rd, 
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THE QUESTION OF THE RATES. 


—— :0: _—— 


little jumps. 
in Income Tax or in rates, is seized upon as an 
AKIN with the rest of the fiscal dodges which | exouse for raising the rent. And be it noted 
the workers are led to take as vital issues, is the 
present outcry about the rising rates of the 
Metropolis. And whilst Property ‘bat being given other than the fact that the 
vehemently condemning municipal extrava- | accommodation will fetch more. 

gance and high rates, we have “gas and water ” 

Socialists coming to their aid by urging the | ¢; 
extension of municipal trading, that the rates 


form so large a percentage of the people. If 
may be lowered with the profits. 


| during the term of his agreement rates rise, 


it is true, but he is only temporarily affected, 
as we shall see, and in the long run the same 
facts may be observed if the period of observy- 
ation be somewhat extended. ‘The property 
owner in letting his house, gets on the average 
the full market price for it: and every time he 
makes a fresh agreement. he raises or lowers the 
rent to meet the demand, or lack of demand, 
for accommodation. Many householders are in 
miserable circumstances, in perpetual fear of 
quarter-day ; mere touts for the real landlord, 
saving him the expenses of rent collecting, 
house management, ete. When the additional 
risk, responsibility, work and worry are taken 
into consideration, many a householder is seen 
to be in a worse position than his lodgers. It 
is quite obvious that if rates were abolished in 
a district, by municipal trading for instance, 
the people in that district would not thereby 
be enabled to pay less. The landlords would 
at the earliest opportunity raise the rent pro- 
portionately, and would be able to do this 
because of the increased demand for houses 


working-class has, it is true, been dealt with in 
No. 2 of Tae Soctauist STANDARD, but in view 
of the fact that there are many under the im- 
pression that the workers are interested in 
keeping rates low, it cannot fail to be useful to 
treat specially of the rates from a proletarian 
standpoint. 
Now it is often urged that a rise in rates 
always means a rise in rent. If, however, we 
look a little closer at this matter we shall soon 
see how superficial:is such a line of reasoning, 
and that, in reality, the question of the rates 
does not concern the working-class. In the first 
place, the idea that the landlord can always 
compensate himself for a rise in rates or taxes 
by an increase in rent, rests upon the fallacy 
that landlords can charge whateverghey please. 
Yet it should be evident that landlords in gen- 
eral always demand as much rent as they can 
get. That is to say, they demand the full mar- 
ket price of their accommodation. The price land 
will fetch in any district does not depend upon 
the will of the landlord, but upon factors outside 
his control. Now what determines this so-called | that would follow such a reduction of the rates. 
value of building land? It may be stated in | The question of the rates, then, is of vital 
brief as being regulated by the supply and de- | concern to the property owners alone. ‘he 
mand for accommodation. ‘his is in turn | middle-class cry of saving the rates, or aiding 
determined by the advantages possessed by any | them out of municipal profits, isa dodge to put 
plot over land in inconvenient places on which | money into property owners’ pockets. Every 
it scarcely pays to build. Once considered, this | effort is being made to lead the workers to 
is self-evident, for if one district has advantages | believe that they wil! be better off by reducing 
over others, there will be keenest competition | the rates, and by this means the workers are 
for house-rvom in the favoured district, while hoodwinked into increasing the profits of sec- 
the fact that demand exceeds supply will per- | tions of the capitalist-class. If an improvement 
mit the land.and house owners to increase the | follows some municipal expenditure, or a new 
rents until the special advantages of the district | means of transit is opened, the property near by 
are neutralized by the greater cost of accommo- mes more valuable, and the capitalist gets 
dation. 
To the average person it is of little conse. | he is enabled to obtain. ‘This is observed again 
quence whether he lives in one district or an- | and again, and it shows that the term “ value 
other; for although one place may possess | Of land” really means that the owner is enabled 
advantages, yet the property owners therein, | t© extort so much value from others, much the 
owing to the consequent greater demand for | 8ame as a highwayman’s position and arms 
house-room, are enabled to extort proportion- | enable him to rob all who must pass his way. 
ately more rent. ‘hus the landlords get the 


full benefit of local advantages. If they are | reason for raising rent, the excuse is seen to be 


asking more than this they are warned by the | the merest twaddle from the fact that if there | 


increase of unoccupied houses : if they are get- 
ting less the increasing demand gives them the 
hint that accommodation can command a greater 
price, and up goes the rent. If one may make 
such a comparison, the landlords no more choose | petition for house-room, rent will surely go up, 
their rent than the workers choose their wages. | whether rates do or not. Workers are misled 
Both get as much as they can, and that limit is | by narrowness of view and superticial observa- 
determined by conditions outside of their con. | tion, and fail to realize the deeper lying general 
trol. 


are many apartments to let in a district and 
rates rise, rents will not go up since there would 


If in a few cases rising rates are quoted as a | 


advantages of the favoured districts that is | 
gradual, while to mect this rent. is raised by | 
A change of tenants, an increase | 


that the rise in rent is usually out of all pro- | 
portion to the pretended reason for the increase. 
More often, however, rent is raised without any | 


The man who farms an entire house is prac- | 
cally in the same position as the lodgers who 


' 
' 


; | to get it. 
The general question of taxation and the | the tenant of the house is the immediate sufferer, |. ® 
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WHAT GEORGE LEARNT. 


.O.— 


* You class-conscious Socialists want 
too much. You ought to be more reasonable.”’ 

Frank ‘Well! Socialism being justice, isn’t 
it reasonable to want it 2” 

George “Oh, yes! But you demand the lot. 
I reckon that half a loaf is better than no bread.” 

Frank—* Granted, my boy ; but a whole loaf 
is better still. Besides, Why ask for half when 
you want the whole ?”’ 

George “ Because I think you are more likely 
In a bargain both sides must make 
concessions.” 

Frank -** Must they? Well, ina bargain ac- 
cording to your curious plan, though the article 
you have for sale is worth 20/- and you want 
that amount, yet you would make it known that 
you would be jolly glad to get half for it. Do 
you think you would stand the ghost of a chance 
of getting what you want ?” 

George —“ Maybe not: but we would get 
something.” 

Frank -“‘ Would you ? In any bargain with 
the ruling-class the workers’ claims would ob- 
viously only be respected when the workers are 
in a position to take what they ask for. There- 
fore a bargain would be unnecessary except to 
enable the capitalists to stave off the workers’ 
victory.” 

George—“But wouldn't you 


George 


bargain with 


| them ?”’ 


! 
} 
i 
| 


| 
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the whole benefit by the increased rent or profit | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


then be still less chance of obtaining tenants; | 
whilst if the houses let well, and there is com- 


| 


advantages of their sites, regulated by the | formulating a general law it is not the except- | 


demand for accommodation, whilst the latter get | ional but the representative facts which must 


their cost of subsistence, modified by supply | be taken into consideration if the law is to be | 


and demand for labour-power. | a truth. 


Where, then, do rates come in? Clearly, ! The great truth the workers have to heed, 
higher rates, as such, do not add to the advan- ' amidst the shouting of the rate-saving huck- 
tages of a district, neither do they increase the {| sters, is that so long as the workers must, to get 
demand for accommodation. It is therefore , a living, sell their labour-force on the market, | 
evident that rates do not increase rent. “ But,” 
it is urged, “rent often rises when rates do.” 
Granted, my friends, but notice that rent more 
often rises when. rates do not. In fact as has 
already been pointed out in these columns, rent 
has in several instances declined while rates 
have risen. But why does rent sometimes rise 
at the same time that rates goup? A moment’s 


_ by the increasing competition on the labour 
| market. Thus the propertied class reaps the | 


' endures. ‘I'he working-class has, therefore, one | 
| great enemy —capitalism, and but éne hope—the 
reflection will show why. Owing to the con- ! abolition of wage slavery,—and that is Social- 
tinual increase in population and size of towns, | ism.—F. C. Warts. 

the circle of building land is continually extend- | 
ing. ‘This means that as the demand for accom. | 
modation grows, less and less convenient, or | 


: , ) Modern Socialism is the child of capitalist | 
more distant, sites are built upon. Obviously, 


society and its class antagonisms. Without | 
then, the land in central and favoured districts | these it could not be. Socialism and ethics | 
is rendered comparatively more valuable by | are two separate things. This fact must be 
reason of this. ‘hus there is an increase in the _ kept in mind.-—W. LEBKNECHT. 
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| a8 potatoes are sold on the potato market. so | 
long will whatever lowers the cust of production | 
| of labour-force inevitably lower its price, aided | : “psi 
' the forces of capitalism, for in Strategy and 


Frank—“Of course I would not. Look here: the 
country round a certain small town in Italy was 
infested by a band of brigands who way laid and 
robbed those who came to and from that town. 
The town folk were too lazy to undertake the 
extermination of this band, so they bargained 
with the brigand chief that on payment of a 
yearly sum his band would cease to molest them. 
The brigand agreed, but feeling his power, he 
increased year by year his demands for money, 
and his insolence became unbearable. The town 
folk, driven to dc speration, organised an attack 
on the brigands and finally succeeded in break- 
ing up the band. The townsmen lamented bit- 
terly, but too late, that they had not made war 
on the brigands sooner, but had instead supplied 
them with the means of becoming more power- 
ful.” 

George-—‘‘ Very pretty, and the lessun is, I 
suppose, that the longer we bargain with the 
brigand capitalist-class, the longer they will be 
on our backs and the harder it will be to dis- 
lodge them ?”’ 

Frank —“ Not only that. Remember that’ it 


| takes two to make a bargain, and if the master- 


class are not going to gain by it, a bargain won't 
come off. In fact the ruling class will only bar- 
gain when they know that if they don’t concede 
a little, the people will take the lot. The people 
lose at that game all the time.” 

George—* I didn’t think of that.” 

Frank —“‘ Besides, the capitalist-class has in 
its pay, and can buy, the most cunning brains 
in the nation, whilst the workers have, in com- 


| parison, but homely common-sense. Who are 
| likely to get the best of bargains under such 
' conditions ?” 

The former get the equivalent of the | factors which are of supreme importance. In | 


George—‘‘The capitalist politiciansof course.” 
Frank‘ You've guessed right. Ina game of 
cunning or hoodwinking, the master-class, hay- 
ing in its pay the lawyers and commanding by 


| its wealth the smartest wits, will always wih. 
| The workers can't play successfully at that game. 
| But in an open political battle the workers have 
| the advantage of mass and numbers, which the 


capitalists have not.”’ 

George--* I see.” 

Frank—-*' Glad you do. The workers’ advan- 
tage lies on the side of an open struggle with 


cunning the owning-class is first every time. 


| benefit of every improvement while capitalism | To urge the workers not to adopt the class 


struggle basis of action, is to play the capital- 
ists’ game, and to deliver the workers, ready 
scalped, into the hands of the enemy. Now 


_ that you understand the position you will of 


course apply for membership in ‘The Socialist 


- Party of Great Britain.”—F.C.W. 


Readers in West London wishing THE Socta- 
LIST STANDARD to be delivered at their addresses 
should send a post card to H. Hutchins, 4, South 
| Wharf Road, Paddington, W. 
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A RETROSPECT. 
Tue 12thof June witnesses the first anniversary 
of the formation of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain. It thus affords a meet opportunity to 
review our year’s work. to ascertain whether our 
hopes have been fulfilled and our efforts justified. 

The formation of a new party was rendered 
imperative by the falling away of the S.D.F. 
from the paths of political right doing. Those 
who formed the new party had, almost without 
exception, been members of the S.D.F., the 
primary and for many years the only Socialist 
organisation in Great Britain. During many 

years of its life it had held aloft the banner of 
uncompromising Socialism in this country and 
many of us hoped that it would continue to 
work along the lines of no compromise with other 
political parties which is dictated by the exist- 
ence of a class struggle. 

Some years ago, however, when reaction dom- 
inated every sphere of thought—political or 
scientific—throughout Europe and America, 
new ideas were introduced into the S.D.F. by 
members of the organisation whose Socialism 
was rooted in sentiment rather than in scientific 
knowledge. Looking around them in the poli- 
tical world they saw that organisations of the 
half-way house character were obtaining a 
larger measure of support than was their own 
organisation. Unwitting that such must needs 
be the case in the present stage of capitalist 
development, they set themselves to the task of 
winning their own organisation to a similar 
position énd to the adoption of a similar line of 
action.. In this they were highly successful and 
the manner in which the S.D.F. adapted itself 
to its new way of looking at political events is 
of exceeding interest, and at a more convenient 
season we shall unfold the manner of its devel- 
opment from a no-compromise organisation to 
an organisation believing in and accepting 
entangling alliances. 

The falling away of the S.D.F. from its tra- 
ditional method was viewed with the deepest 
regret by those members of the organisation 
who still adhered to the ideas of uncompromis- 
ing Socialism. They hoped against hope that 
their organisation \would be recalled to a sense 
of its wrong-doing—that once again it would 
return tothe true path of Socialist progress and 
weld itself inte an organisation deserving the 
support of every Socialist. 

Such was not to be the case. Reluctantly there 


was forced upon them the opinion that the ; 


organisation to which they had hitherto given a 


a Socialist organisation into which they could 
throw their entire energy and untiringly work 
towards the making it into a strong political 
organisation. 

This then was the idea of those who, on June 
12th, 1904, decided to form The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain. The founders were fully alive 
to the fact that much spade work had to be per- 
formed ; that there could be no mushroom 
growth for the new party; that its ranks could 
only. be recruited steadily and, at first, slowly. 

And even so has been our course during the 
last twelve months. Parties which compromise 
—parties that concentrate upon one or two palli- 
atives must necessarily have for the time a 
larger success than the party which seeks to 
build up a political party for the overthrow of 
modern commercial society. It is easier to gain 
adherents to belief in a small palliative reform 
than to gain them to a new philosophy based 
upon an understanding of the material founda- 
tion of modern industrial slavery. But in the 
former case the adherents are not adherents for 
Socialism, in the latter case they are. 

Our work in the past year has been based upon 
a knowledge of the aforementioned facts. We 
have concentrated our attention upon the pro- 
paganda of our principles and to making pub- 
lic the fact of our existence. Our progress has 
necessarily, therefore, been slow and has been 
almost entirely confined to London where 
our propaganda has been greater than that of 
any other body. The result of this propaganda 
has been the strengthening of our party by the 
addition of a gratifying number of new mem- 
bers and the weeding out of the worthless ele- 
ments which attach themselves to every party. 

In face of many difficulties we have brought 
out and maintained our party organ, THE SoctAL- 
ist SranparD. Our paper has been written by 
the members of our party in the intervals 
snatched from their daily toil and their oral 
propaganda. It has met with sufficient success 
to warrant its continuance as an unfearing ex- 
ponent of the principles of the party. As time 
goes on and we gather experience we shall in- 
troduce new features, and with a growing mem- 
bership insure greater variety of topics than 
has hitherto been the case. We have had critics 
who have suggested alterations and their sug- 
gestions, when considered advisable, we have 
adopted. Further criticism is solicited. 

Last August we sent two delegates to the 
Amsterdam Congress. While there it was borne 
in upon them that the admission to the Congress 
was too wide, and that to make it truly a Social- 
ist Congress alterations should be made in the 
direction of excluding the representatives of 
non-Socialist organisations such as the L.R.C., 
the Fabian Society, and the LL.P. in England. 
By no stretch of the imagination can such bodies 
be recognised as Socialist, and the sooner defin- 
itive action is taken for their exclusion, such as 
laying down principles to which the organisa- 
tions must adhere, the better it will be for the 
International Socialist movement. We are con- 
vinced that much though not all of the difficulty 
which arose at the recent discussion on the 
bureau as to the method of representation at 
the Congresses is due to the fact that no prin- 
ciples have ever been clearly laid down to 
which every body represented must give their 
adherence. 

Such rules must be sufficiently wide in their 
scope to admit of their universal application 
and must not cover matters of detail which 
must be modified by national conditions. This 
is not the time to offer suggestions as to the 
nature of those principles but at another season 
we shall return to the subject and offer tenta- 


whole-hearted support was unworthy, and they { tive suggestions as a basis for discussion. 


twelve months, although necessarily limited, 
have, we claim, justified the step we took on the 
12th of June last. The seed we sow will germinate 
in the future and will be reaped, perhaps, by 
other hands than ours, but we can see that the 
fruits of the harvest will bea Socialist Republic 
carrying with it a guarantee of a healthy human 
race living in a society of free men and free 
women-——the children of the life that is to be. 
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PARTY NOTES. 
:O: 


Unt further notice, the Executive Committee 
will meet on the first Saturday and third Tues- 
day in each month at 3 and 7 p.m. respectively, 
at the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
London, W. 
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On Sunday, 11th June, there will be held a 
Party demonstration at Watford, and on Mon- 
day, 12th June, will take place the first Anni- 
Versary Reunion in celebration of the establish- 
ment of the Party. Particulars of both meetings 
will be forwarded to the Branches in due course. 
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The reports to hand concerning our out-door 
propaganda are very encouraging, and excellent 
results will doubtless accrue to the Party. The 
idea ought to be not so much the holding of a 
great number of meetings as to see that a certain 
number of meetings are held regularly, so that 
the audiences may rely on hearing an address 
at the advertised time and place. 
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Socialist propaganda and unpunctuality have 
been largely synonymous in this country. The 
S.P.G.B. will change that. 
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Each Branch, in addition to its regular Sun- 
day meetings, should hold at least one week-day 
meeting, and the young speakers should be 
given every opportunity of developing. Active 
and vigorous propaganda is the need of the 
moment and all other work should be subord- 
inated to the task of conducting meetings, 
pushing the Party Organ, and spreading the 
light. 


ll 


Many kind friends were of opinion that our 
organisation would not survive the winter, but 
that was because they assumed the men and 
women who form the 8.P.G.B. to be of the same 
calibre as the members of other organisations 
claiming to be Socialist. Those who rallied to 
the call when circumstances demanded the 
formation of our organisation were thoroughly 
cognisant of the nature of the task with which 
they were confronted, and the efforts put forth 
during the first twelve months of its existence 
are but an earnest of what will be accomplished 
ere another summer goes by. 
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When obtaining handbills or other printed 
matter advertising meetings, etc., branch Sec- 
retaries should not fail to have included thereon 
an invitation to read the Party Organ. It is 
important that every possible opportunity of 
advertising I'ne Soctatist Sranparp be seized. 

C. LEHANE. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE. 


To att Party CorRESPONDENTs. 


Branch Secretaries, members and others 
sending communications to the Central Office 
are requested to address therh to C. Lehane, 
General Secretary, and to indicate such letters 
as are intended to be dealt with by the Execu- 
tive Committee by writing the words “Executive 
Committee” on the left hand ®%p corner of the 
correspondence. 

C. Levane, General Secretary. 


Back numbers of Tur Soctatist STANDARD 
can be had through any Branch Secretary. 
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A LOOK ROUND. 


AN appeal to the possessors of this world’s goods 
and chattels has been issued, signed by a pecu- 
liar collection of side-trackers, amongst them 
the Countess of Kinnoul, the Hon Claude Hay, 


Mrs. Clara Hendin, and Mr. George Lansbury. | 


These good people have discovered that the 
employment of working-class mothers to the 
detriment of thei children is an evil. Do they 
therefore propose to abolish the capitalist system 
which produces the evil ?—to stir up the mothers 
and other members of the working-class to re- 
volt, so that they can establish the Co-operative 
Commonwealth and properly provide for all, 
grown-ups as well as children? No, my friends, 
As the appeal states, they are “Social Reformn- 
ers.” The aristocratic and middle-class of them 
desire to show the working-class how the hearts 
of the upper-class beat in sympathy for the 
sufferings of the lower-class, and how much 
they are willing to do to brighten the lives of 
the poor. As usual, they have been cute enough 
to secure the help of some members of the 
working-class, and as soon as the funds come in 
Model Day Nurseries will be established. 
°0 0 O 

And as soon as possible after they are in 
working order, and mothers are relieved of the 
cost of providing for their children during the 
day time, the wily capitalist will seize the op- 
portunity to reduce the wages of the women. 

0 0 O 


Well, we suppose the S.D.F. and the LLP. 
can assist the employing-class to “ humanise”’ 
the conditions of capitalism, if they wish. We 
prefer to devote our energies to changing the 
system. That is why we claim to be the only 
revolutionary party in this country. 

0 0 0 « 


“ We cannot find much to say for a Bill which 
looks suspiciously like a quack remedy for the 
present industrial disease.’’ 

0 0 O 

Thus the Tory People about the Government’s 
Unemployed Bill, which Keir Hardie and other 
Labour “Leaders” are so anxious that the 
House shall pass. It is this thing which Hardie 
must know is a quack remedy that he advises 
the Unemployed not to endanger by marching 
on London! 

0 0 oO 


The “ tactics” question has reached an acute 
stage in America, in connection with the Spring 
elections in Milwaukee. According to Wil- 
shire’s Magazine, the Socialist Party there, upon 
a referendum vote, has decided not to contest 
these elections, as has hitherto been its custom. 
Victor Berger, recently their candidate for Mayor, 
explains that it is merely a judicial election, and 
doesn’t count for much ; and anyway the party 
can, by casting its vote for one of the old party 
candidates defeat one of the other old party 
candidates, a man who is Strongly “anti- 
Socialist.” 

0 0 O 

In comment the Editor of Wilshire’s writes -— 
“‘Inasmuch as I had supposed that all non- 
Socialist party candidates look alike to tis Social- 
ists, all in our eyes being ‘anti-Socialist,’ I 
hardly see the logic of Mr. Berger’s position. 
When the fall elections come round Mr. Berger 
may have trouble leading all of his Milwaukee 
flock back out of the old party ranks into the 
fold of Socialism. His tactics are most dangerous 
and are calculated to destroy the solidarity of 
our Socialist political movement.” 

0 0 oO 


Well said, Mr. Wilshire. 


It is precisely be- 


cause we of the S.P.G.B. take up a similar 


position that we are denounced by the would-be 
political wire-pullers of the S.D.F. and LL.P. 
as ‘‘ Ishmaelites,” ‘‘ Impossiblists,” ete. But we 
hold that “ straight ” tactics are best, at all times. 
A straight line is the shortest distance between 
two points. 

0 0 O 


After Mr. Berger’s reply, however, Mr. Wil- 
shire says:—-‘‘ There may be no objection to 
Socialists voting for capitalist candidates when 
the Socialist Party has no nominee’! We ad- 
mit that “may” is different to “can,” but 
surely, in the comments quoted above, Mr. 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 5 


| Wilshire has given the best possible reasons 
| why such a course should not be pursued. And 
so we “hardly see the logic” of Mr. Wilshire’s 
position. 
Oo oO oO 


| 

| Socialists demand the abolition of the system 
| of competition and the private Ownership in its 
| entirety, and are in politics to voice this demand, 
; and not merely to get through any particular 
| reform, even if that reform is so good and 
| soundly Socialistic as municipal control of street 
railways. The Goddess lost the race by stoop- 


ing to pick up the golden apple. The apple was | 


good and beautiful enough. but it was not 
worth the losing of the race. This is the Socialist 
position regarding municipal ownership, the 
referendum, and other side issues. Al] good 
enough in their. way, but not good enough for 
us to break up our Party and let go of Socialism 
to chase after them.—W ilshire’s Magazine. 
° 0 O 
At the Annual Dinner of the Woolwich 
Chamber of Commerce last month, Mr. Hugh 
Montgomery (Conservative candidate) proposed 
the toast. of ‘‘ The Houses of Parliament,” and 
coupled with it the name of Mr. Will Crooks, 
M.P. In reply Mr. Crooks said that in the House 
of Cammons there was a comradeship which was 
comparatively unknown in any other gathering 
elsewhere. In thetea room could beseen the Prime 
Minister chatting with the humble “Labour” 
member. The labour members were very much 
| like the Chamber of Commerce, they ‘looked 
| after the interests of the whole community.” And 
| 80 on, only more so. And this is the man whom 
| the S.D.F. and the LL.P. delight to support. 


0 0 O 


Mr. J. R. Clynes, Organising Secretary of the 
Gasworkers’ Union, has publicly denied the state- 
ment made in the Executive Reportof the S.D-F., 
submitted to the Annual Conference at North. 
ampton, that W. Thorne, at South West Ham, is 
one of the Parliamentary candidates for whom 
the S.D.F. is financially responsible. He states 
that Thorne is a candidate promoted by the Gas- 
workers’ Union, which makes itself responsible, 
the members paying a quarterly contribution to 
a Parliamentary Fund, on conditions similar 
to the other candidates endorsed by the L.R.C. 

°0 0 0 


As we pointed out in our November issue, W. 
Thorne, acting upon the instructions of his 
Trade Union paymasters, has signed the con- 
Stitution of the L.R.C., and is running as a 
“Labour” candidate accordingly. But the 
S.D.F. still claim him as “ their ” candidate (and 
they are quite welcome to him as far as we are 
concerned) and mislead their members into 
believing that he is running as a ‘definitely 
avowed Social-Democrat ”’ 
Rules of the S.D.F. Pie-crust ! 

°0 0 0 


It will be remembered that a few issues ago we 
drew attention to the illogical position of the 
S.D.F. in opposing Mr. Masterman at North 
West Ham in face of the fact that at Dulwich 
Mr. J. Hunter Watts had voted for him and 
urged the local S.D.F. to do likewise. We con- 
tended that the reasons which were given for 
opposing Dr. Rutherfoord Harris by supporting 


Masterman could be urged against Ernest Gray | 


at West Ham. Last month Dr. Rutherfoord Harris | surplus-value, and the labourer’s hours ? 


addressed a crowded meeting of his constituents 


at the Denmark Hill Schools, and his principal | 


Supporter upon the platform was Mr. Ernest 
Gray! Are our 8.D.F. friends still unrepent- 
ant ? 
Oo dO O 
An interesting article on 


constrained Farley to join the crowd of “black- | 
legs” in a strike at Brooklyn. After this Was | 
over, he devised a scheme for keeping in touch | 
with * blacklegs,” and it is said that he has to- | 
day on his books nearly 40,000 names. He per- # 
fects his arrangements for breaking a strike to | 
such a degree that, at the moment when the 
employees of the elevated and underground | 
railways of New York came out on strike re- | 
cently, Farley had on the spot a man to fill 
nearly every deserted post, and within three 
days it was generally recognised that® the 
Strikers were beaten. Karley is considered to be 
a very wealthy man now, as the result of his 
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as required by the | 


Sr — 


“James Farley, | 
’ ° ” a Mad > |} "POS > > , . , 44s 
Strike-Breaker”’ has appeared in the Times. , that reason he hoped it would be passed 


Hi ms . . i 
Not many years ago, it says, the need of a job | 


} ° ° 
| Operations, and we fear he will amass much 


| more wealth before the workmen. of America 
| recognise the futility of the Strike, as now 
understood, and make up their minds to strike 
at the ballot box — not merely for shorter hours 
and higher wages, but for the abolition of the 
Wage system by the substitution of public for 
private ownership, democratic for class control, 
and production for use for production — for 
profit. 


In the article referred to the Times says that 
‘‘Jabour troubles in Chicago mean war.” And 
they mean war everywhere. A War in which 
the employing class are ever ready to use the 
maxim gun and the magazine rifle, the gatling 
and the gunboat, and, in fact. all the death. 
dealing forces of Christian Civilization against 
the men, women, and children of the working- 
class. And while even the Times adinits that 
this war exists, the leaders of the I.L.P., when 
it suits them, deny it. 

0 0 °O 


_ The Co-operative Small Holdings Society has 
issued an appeal for funds to enable it to carry 
on its work. Now it is indisputable that the 
land must play a very vital part when the re- 
Organisation of our economic system is under 
consideration, but evidently this society, to 
quote a phrase used by Sir William Harcourt 
concerning the Liberal Party, “has no revolu- 
tionary schemes.” It appears to be merely de- 
sirous of establishing the labourer, as such 
more firmly on the soil, because “it is proved 
that in the few districts where allotments and 
Small Holdings are numerous, farmers have lesg 
difficulty in securing labourers.” It therefore 
proposes *‘to supply a ladder whereby the 
agricultural labourer or artizen may rise from 
the cultivation of a small allotment to the occu- 
pation of a holding capable of contributing 
materially to the support of himself and his 
family.”’ 


Oo O O 


_It will be noticed that the Society does not 
aim at providing a Holding which will be Capa- 
ble of entirely supporting the holder, and the 
position seems to work out somewhat in this 
way. The provision of allotments and small 
holdings ona large scale will enable landowners 

| toobtian more for their land than otherwise and 
secure the presence of a large supply of labour in 
| districts where at present it is scarce. The Hold- 
| ings will not suflice for thesustenanceof the holder 
! and hisfamily, therefore, he must sell his labour- 
| Power to the farmer. But his holding will partly 
| Sustain him, so that he can accept a lower wage. 
| Butif he has to work for the farmer he can only 
| labour on his own holding either before com- 
| mencing his wage labuur or after finishing it 
| for the day. The nett result to him therefore is 
| that his hours of labour are greatly increased, 
_ lis rate of wages is decreased, to the advantage 
of the farmer. This being: so, it is clear that 
' Allotments and Small Holdings offer no solu- 
tion of the agricultural problem. We shall 
return to this matter, but cannot refrain from 
asking why, amongst others, the names of 
Joseph Hyder, Percy Alden, J. R. Macdonald 

and Fred Maddison appear in the list of sup- 
porters of the Society. Why should they strive 
to increase the landlord's rent, the farmer's 


O O O 


Ata Conferenence held on Saturday last at the 
Passmore Edward's Settlement to consider the 


, Unemployed Hill, Mr. J. Hunter Watts repres- 
| ented the 8.D.F. He characterised the Bill as a 


wretched one, but it was better than none, and for 


O O O 
Ob! whata falling off is here! It is not merely 
a case of half a loaf being better than no bread, 
but even of the distant prospect of a crumb be- 
ing better than half a loaf. Which shows low 
easy it is to tread the downward path when once 
a start is made. 


Speaking at the Town Hall, East Hamm, 
yesterday week, H. Quelch stated that he had 
no sympathy with the Working man because 
wt one time he voted Conservative and at an- 
other Liberal. Well, this is precisely what — 
the 8.D.F. has advised him to do at different 
times.—J. Kay. 
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REVOLUTIONARY REFORM. 
Two tendencies, apparently contradictory, mani- 
fest themselves in Socialist tactics on the subject 
of reforms. 
On one hand, the very principle of Socialism 
is found in opposition to democratic illusions. 
Instead of seeing the solution o: the so-called 
“social question ” in the expansion of liberties, 
in the realisation of an ideal of Justice, in the 
perfecting of the republican regime by means 
of universal suffrage, Socialism declares that all 
the social phenomena of our days are the results 
of capitalism, manifestations of the class war, 
which will cease only with the disappearance of 
classes. Therefore the Socialist Party is a party 
of class and of revolution. 
On the other hand, the desire for some imme- 


diate bettering of his lot is too well engendered. 


in the heart of man for him to lose hope, even 
against all logic. Logic is weak against the 
power of an instinctive desire. The political 
parties promise reforms to their electors just as 
@ nurse promises the meon to a child. 

The Socialist Party is thus caught between 
the logic of its scientific principle and the uni- 
versal desire for an immediate amelioration,— 
“something now”. It cannot betray its princi- 
ple, but it is likewise impossible that this party 
—of men—can escape this human desire for 
reforms. 

This contradiction is, however, not without 
a solution, if we discriminate between. the 
conditions of fighting and the conditions of 
existence of the working-class. 


The condition of existence of the wage-werk- 
ers depends upon their wages. It is not deter- 
mined by the legal law, but by the economic 
law of supply and demand. 

The condition of existence of the wage-work- 
ers is determined in each corporate body, by the 
progress of the development of machinery, the 
concentration of capital, the proportion of the 
unemployed industrial reserve army, and the 
stock-in-trade of merchandise. 

Social realities are outside of parliaments. 
The crowd of ambitious folk who jostle one 
another in the unhealthy atmosphere of the 
Houses of Parliament can do nothing—abso- 
lutely nothing—to modify the real wage of the 
workers. 

The legal law is of straw; the economic law 
is of iron. 

Why change the tax-gathering plate if you 
do not change what is put into it ? 

Why agitate against clericalism if clericalism 
is a social necessity ? You do nothing more nor 
less than substitute idolatry of the flag for that 
of the cross. 

To dream of bettering the conditions of exist- 
ence by political means is Utopia. 


Although the bettering of the conditions of 
existence by way of political reform is impos- 
sible, it is not the same as regards the conditions 
of fighting, and it appears to us to be possible 
to make easier the struggle of the proletariat 
against the capitalist middle-class. 

We do not here make a specious distinction. 
To distinguish between the conditions of fight- 
ing and the conditions of existence is not to 
split a hair. ‘The difference is real. 

When a soldier marches under a shower of 
rain, you better his condition of existence in 
giving him an umbrella which protects him from 
getting wet, and you better his condition of 
fighting in supplying him with an up-to-date 
rifle instead of a stone-slinger. , 

By the very fact of capitalist production the 
proletariat is at war with the bourgeoisie. This 
struggle is sometimes hidden, at other times 
visible to the eyes of all, but it if without truce. 
Far from becoming less evident, conflicts in- 
crease daily. Some reforms would render the 
attacks of the proletariat more powerful, those 
of its adversary weaker, and would make the 
effort easier and more efticient. 

One reform which is considered above all 
others as an amelioration af the conditions of 
carrying on the proletarian struggle is the 
reduction in the hours of labour. 

The reduction in the hours of the working- 
day makes the workers mentally and physically 
stronger and better equipped for carrying on 
the social struggle. Rebels are not made of the 
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starved and wretched : rebellion is a lutury. 

The reduction of the working-day facilitates 
the concentration of capital, thereby hastening 
the disappearance of the middle-class, making 
clearer 4 social struggle. 

That is the revolutionary reform par excellence. 

It is not an amelioration in the condition of 
existence. Applications of the reform already 
made in England and America prove that the 
amount of labour furnished is sensibly the 
same: labour-time diminished, work becomes 
more intense. The proportion of surplus labour 
is perhaps greater: the 8 hours day probably 
increasing the relative surplus-value would 
thereby increase the capitalist profits. 

‘The 8 hours day is an amelioration of the 
conditions of fighting-—nothing more. It is an 
immense gain. 


——__— 
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The moment the Trade Unions take up the 
agitation in favour of the 8 hours day, of which 
Socialism hitherto took the initiative, when 
“labour” elected candidates will have intro- 
duced themselves into ministerial combinations 
and lose all thought of economic realities in the 
reforms pour rire of which the Radicals are so 
prodigious-— the Socialist Party cannot, in my 
opinion, but find it profitable to direct its efforts 
towards the reduction of the hours of labour. 

Without seeking to discover to-day what is 
the value of Parliamentary action to obtain this 
revolutionary reform, we will attempt to show 
in another article how it is possible to draft a 
law effectively reducing the working-day, be- 
cause the difficulty ae not oe an having 
a law passed, but in having it applied. 

A. Bruckere in Le Socialiste. 
(Translated by P.J.T.] 


ALIEN HUMBUG. 


OF all the fraudulent measures which the pro- 
fessional politicians of the capitalist class ever 
conjured out of the fertility of their imaginations 
to serve as incentives to that working-class divi- 
sion and confusion upon which their position as 
an exploiting class depends; surely the measure 
directed against the ‘‘ undesirable ” alien is the 
most glaringly fraudulent. 

How it can be successfully foisted upon the 
credulity of the most purblind passes compre- 
hension. Even for the most unthinking worker 
the Bill has but one claim—a claim that will 
not bear investigation— viz, that by keeping out 
cheap foreign labour the opportunities for em- 
ployment of English labour are increased. As 
though the facts do not show that the proportion 
of aliens to natives in England is far less than in 
any other European country, and that therefore 
practically no effective alien competition affects 
the chances of the home-made worker; as though 
it was work that the unemployed required when 
their condition is traceable to the fact that they 
have already worked too long and produced too 
much ; as though the capitalist-class would shut 
out cheap labour and therefore the larger profits 
for which they hunger. ‘The cheap labour of 
women and children is an infinitely more effec- 
tive competitor in the labour market to-day, and 
even were it not the development of capitalism 
and the higher organisation of industry must add 
to the quantity of redundant labour, must make 
the competition for work more keen, must operate 
to keep the price of labour-power (wages) from 
rising above sufhcient for bare subsistence. 

That is the matter for the consideration of the 
workers of this country. And when they have 
grasped the significance of it they will recognise 
why it is that the capitalist-class, through their 
political mouthpieces, parade their Alien Bills 
and other legislative flummery alleged to be de- 
signed to serve working-class interests. They 
will find, curiously enough, that such measures 
invariably coincide with working-class unrest, 
with such periods as when the pressure of’ ex- 
ceptionally adverse circumstances tends to excite 


that every such measure is an elaborate “ fake ”’ 
from their point of view. 

When that time comes they will see the reason 
for the existence of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain, and will join it as the only party in 
England to-day translating its knowledge of the 
worging-class position into consistent political 
action.—-A.G. 
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BOOKS AND BOOKLETS. 


Tue CrtizensHip oF Women—is the latest pam- 
phlet from the pen of Mr. Keir Hardie, and 
within its covers are probably all the few argu- 
ments that can be adduced by the supporters of 
what is known as the Limited Franchise Bill 
or Women. Its chief value, however, lies in the 
fact that it emphasises the back-door and step- 
at-a-time (the smaller the better) methods which 
find favour in the sight of Mr. Hardie’s I.I.P. 
Thus :-— 
“Once women are admitted to citizenship. 
and some women become voters, the male 
mind will insensibly accustom itself to the 


idea of women citizenship and the way be . 


thus prepared for adult suffrage complete 
and unrestricted.” 


The same writer recently gave it as his opinion 
that Socialism would probably come as a thief 
in the night, and it is not extraordinary to find 
the same argument being used in regard to an 
alleged step that was used in regard to the ulti- 
mate object of that step. But to the man who. 


. understands that the first postulate of Socialism 


is the existence of a class-conscious and well 
organised proletanat whose every step towards 
emancipation must be taken with eyes wide 
open, Mr. Hardie’s position is grotesque. 

If Mr. Hardie and the I.L.P. hold that the only 
way forthe workers lies in the unconscious absorp- 
tion of these alleged preliminaries to Socialism, 
obviously their duty to themselves and to the 
workers is to ensure that the process shall be- 
unconscious. Because clearly if the workers 
have their suspicions aroused by the clumsy 
administration of an overdose, they may on the 
one hand do themselves an irreparable injury 
by refusing to acquiesce in, a measure designed 
to benefit them, and on the other, summarily 

nd ignorantly, seal the fate of the LL.P. that 
day trembles in the balances. Therefore the 
course Mr. Hardie should adopt in this matter 
of the enfranchisement of women, is to reduce 
the persons immediately affected by the measure 
to the lowest possible minimum. Let it embrace- 
the wives of, say, dukes only, and let it be 
smuggled through if possible without fuss and 
under some other guise by someone who cannot 
be accused of sympathy with the working-class.. 
Thus a commencement will have been made, 
and the principle, which is to have such bene- 
ficial and far-reaching effects upon working-class 
life and outlook, will have been conceded, and, 
before the male worker who, according to Mr. 
Hardie, ‘* will not lightly or all at once part with 
the authority which has so long: been his,. 
and admit that the wife of his bosom is his 
political equal,” will have awakened to the fact 
that his authority has been weakened, his mind 
‘will have accustomed itself to the idea of 
women citizenship and the way will have been 
prepared for complete adult suffrage.” 

Really one would’ think from a perusal of 
Mr. Hardie’s pamphlet that the extension of 
the franchise to women was a matter of the first 
importance. The fact is, of course, that to-day 
the working-class have sufticient political power 
to do pretty much as they like. Unfortunately 
they like to return the Liberal or Tory or bogey 
Labour man. The reason they like to do that 
is because they do not know how to use their: 
power. And they have failed to understand 
largely because reformers, with the best of 
intentions maybe, have worked upon the un- 
tenable assumption that the average mind is not 
capable of taking a grip on the whole Socialist 
position and have so omitted to tell the whole 
truth. While the workers do not know the 
whole truth they cannot understand, and while 
the mental activity they can spare is harnessed 
to and expended upon, attempts at altogether 
ineffectual reforms, they never will. 

The pamphlet is prefaced by a character 


| sketch of the author by W. T. Stead. —A.J.M.G. 
the unhappy worker out of his customary leth- | oe - 


argy. And they will find upon further enquiry, | 


‘‘ Harkins,” said old Barlow to his foreman, 
“the firm has decided to inaugurate a system of 
profit sharing with the employees.” 

‘Good ! What were the profits last year?” 

“ Last year we lost twelve thousand pounds. 
That necessitates a cut of 10 per cent. in wages 
under the new system. 
arrangement comes into effect immediately.” 


-Of the force governing his conversion. 


Tell the men the new ~ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Correspondents must be brief. 


Communications must be authenticated by name and | 
address of writer and written on one side of the paper | 


only. 
The writers ONLY are responsible for the views 
expressed, 


EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. 
opening remarks on my article, “ Evolution and 


point. 

He complains that in one place I use the word 
“revolution” in the sense of “destruction,” in 
other places as meaning “ dissolution,” “ sudden 


transition,” and “catastrophic change.” Quite | 


right, I do; but, what is more surprising, Mr. 


Jackson himself runs me pretty close in so de- | 
fining the word, for after giving a brief account 


of his experienee he says :—- 
“The acquirement of the knowledge necessary 
to the apprehension of this fact and to a recogni- 


tion of its importance was a long and gradual | 


process, but the apprehension was a single and 
sudden mental occurrence.” 

If that does not mean a sudden transition, 
what does it mean? A little further on your 
correspondent says :— 

“From one point of view here was a contin- 
uous development; from another a destruction 
‘of one form and the substitution of something 
entirely different.” 

Had Mr. Jackson proceeded much further he 
would doubtless have introduced the other 
definitions to which he appears to take exception 
—dissolution, and catastrophic change: the 
former, by the way, being one of the definitions 
-of “destruction.” 

As it is, however, the comrade has practically 
conceded all I asked in that direction. Revol- 
ution is a2 sudden transition from one form to 
another ; it is destructive to the old, and stands 
as base to something entirely different. So far 
‘we agree. Now as to evolution. ; 

In the article Mr. Jackson so ably criticised 
these words occur :— 

“The change revolution produces may of 
‘course go on evolving, but we must not forget 
that revolution brought that particular phase 
-of evolution into existence.” 

Here is my meaning :— 

Man, it is affirmed, has evolved from the ape, 
but he is not an ape. Socialism, as we under- 
‘stand it, has evolved from the capitalist system, 
but it is not the capitalist system. Therefore, I 
hold that Socialism is not evolution leading up to 
revolution, but revolution in the process of evo- 
lution ; that is, revolution evolving to its final 
consummation. 

The theory of Socialism being revolt against 
present institutions, it must of necessity be 
revolution in the making ; in other words, evolv- 
ing revolution. Being so, it must, while foster- 
ing its own development, regard all similar 

v 


elopments with more or less hostility, proving 


that revolution is antagonistic to all forms of 
evolution but its own. 

Without that revolutionary principal in our 
midst, no revolution, as we now use the word, 


-could occur. That is to say, left to evolve with- 


out the revolutionary force behind it, the capi- 
talist system could not evolve up toa revolution, 


‘only in the sense of a change produced by the 


lapse of time. The two systems being antagon- 
istic, one could never evolve diréctly from the 


-other,any more than a young tiger could evolve 


into a gazelle. 

I submit that Mr. Jackson mistakes the nature 
When 
he first began to takea live interest in Socialism, 
he was immediately in the throes of an intel- 
lectual revolution ; consequently, his evolution 
up toa full apprehension of what Socialism 
means had a revolutionary base, without the aid 


-of which Mr. Jackson would never have been a 


Socialist. 

Is it not evident that as Socialism is revolu- 
tionary, all Socialists must evolve from that 
revolutionary base? From the point of view of 
their ideal they have cut off all connection 
with the present system : standing, as an em- 
bodiment of revolution, in direct hostility to 
that system. If this is not correct, how is it 
that the present system does not evolve every 
man into a Socialist ? It is apparent that men 


| evolution. 
| seeks to take its place. 
| System in process of evolution ; the one evolves 
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| must grasp the revolutionary principle before 
| they can evolve into Socialists. 


The capitalist system is complete in itself. 
The theory of Socialism is complete in itself. 


7 


‘ ‘ ; 
help, T trust you will not withold it altogether. 


| May I suggest, however, that you refrain on this 


Each is controlled by a distinct and hostile | 


The one is established: the other 


Each constitutes a | 


with preceding revolution as base, the other | 


| evolves upon its own base, and when the time 


Dear ComrabE,—Ignoring Mr. T. A. Jackson’s | 


is ripe, will step in as a complete and_ new re- 


| volution, so cutting off the further evolution of 
Revolution,” I will come at once to his first | 


the old. 

If these two forces are not antagonistic, I 
should like to know where we are to look for 
antagonism. 


occasion from calling a spade a spade. You 
might hurt friend Populi’s feclings. May I also 
suggest that you make vour answer as element- 
ary as possible.--H. Puttceorr Writ. 

{ 


Tue accident of a call at the Editorial address 
coinciding with the receipt of Mr. P. Wright's 
letter enables me to pen a line designed to 


| appear in company with Mr. Wright's latest. 
_ contribution to the confusion of terms. I leave 
the task of straightening out Mr. Wright’s un- 
| happy tangle to Jackson, moderately confident 
| of his ability to deal with it expeditiously and 


Should these conclusions be eorrect, there is | 


nothing illogical in certain Socialists calling 


% 


themselves “ Evolutionary Socialists” in contra | Tit ds 
i | sponsibility in the matter of finding « name 


distinction to the Revolutionary. They are 
evolving Revolutionists, believing that they can 


| apply their principle of revolution a “ bit ata 


time,” so gradually bringing about the realiz- 
ation of their ideal. 

In the extract which your correspondent gives 
from Karl Marx, it will be noted that the great 
economist discriminates. between evolution and 


' revolution. 


The former, he observes, “takes place un- 
consciously, strictly according to the laws of 
natural science.”* Of the latter he says, “ Men 
fight out this conflict as a revolution, conscious 
of their opposing interests.” 

Therefore, without the revolutionary principle 


you cannot get the proletariat class-conscious. | it should hetd I invite him most cheerfully to 


‘volving with the present system, they can 
never become class-conscious in a Socialist sense. 
They must step across the borders where revolu- 
tion awaits them. 

Mr. Jackson, like many another, had a hard 
fight with his doubts and prejudices, but being 
conscious of this, he was, as I have said, from 
the very first in the throes of an intellectual 
revolution. 
received, did not come to him directly from the 
present system, but from the revolutionary im- 
pulse at work within that system. The com- 
parison enabled Mr. Jackson to choose: his sense 
of justice enabled him to choose rightly. That, 
I submit, is the secret of the mental process he 
describes. 

But introspectivereasoning isalways defective, 
for the experiences of any two men rarely agree. 
For instance, the experience of a young man who 
from his infancy had been brought up as a 
Socialist, would be quite different to that of Mr. 
Jackson ; for where, in such a case, would come 
in “an evolution with a revolution as an integ- 
ral phase” ? 

Again, suppose a man who was formerly a 
Socialist were to change his political belief and 
join one of the present political parties, would 
Mr. Jackson call this a revolution? I am in- 
clined to think our friend would call that man 


effectively with no great mental exertion, and 
confine myself to pointing out with becoming 
humility, that Mr. Wright has shunted his re- 


satisfactory to himself for the Socialist who is 
at once evolutionary, revolutionary, and involu- 
tionary in the definition I set upon the words, 
upon the shoulders of a long suffering editorial 
committee. 

It was, of course, natural that Mr. Wright 
should endeavour in that way to unhook himself 
from the triple-horned dilemna upon which he 
80 ably, howbeit unconsciously, transfixed him- 
self, but I think he might have assisted the 
Editorial Committee with one of those scintil- 
lating inspirations that characterized his first 
etter and set the Party membership agog. We 


| should then have again seen how far Mr. Wright 


His new ideas, the instruction he | 


change from the orthodox to the revolutionary | 


“before he can be regarded as a Revolutionist. 


From this base he stands as an individual per- | 


sonification of Revolution, ready to play his part 
in putting a period to the further evolution of 
the thing to which he is opposed. 


Therefore, a complete change of Opinion, as | 


such, does not constitute a revolution, as Mr. 
Jackson appears to argue. 

Tam not trying to score points against Mr. Jack- 
son or anyone else, my sole desire being to lessen 
the confusion apparently prevailing as to the 
‘true value and relative application of the words 
evolution and revolution.” 

I could say much more upon the subject, but 
noticing that you ask for brief communications 


I will close with a few words in reply to your | 


correspondent, Filius Populi. 

lam sorry to say | cannot dispute his statement 
that he is a “ peregrinating paradox and several 
other things.”’ 


is only too apparent. He wants to know what 


he is as a Socialist. A ghastly failure, I should | 


say, for a man afflicted with such a decided kink 
in his cerebrum could scarely be a success. 
However, let him take courage : with study and 
persistent application he may presently begin 
to understand things. 

He requests you to fix on a title that will ex- 
plain his brand of Socialism clearly. If you 
decide to oblige him you have some tall thinking 
ahead. But as he pleads so pathetically for your 
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The truth of his sad admission | 


can be wrong in his conception of what a Social- 


be quite ruthless of my feelings: they don’t 
matter. Let him call a spade a spade. “It will 
be wonderful to hear him speak clear] y, although 
I fear me he will get a hoe somehow woven into 
his definition. And then I will retire into my 
wonted obscurity with a full heart. 
Fitivs Popuu. 

P.S. My conscience smites me. I fear I ought 
not to lure Mr. Wright into the position of a butt 
for derision. He didn’t know—how could he ? 
—that all Socialists are evolutionary, revolution- 
ary, and involutionary to the extent suggested 
in my note. He didn't know—how could he ?— 
that the ‘‘ Dear Comrades”’ he fraternally ad- 
dresses are “ ghastly failures” toa man. Ah 
me! these intellectuals !—Fit. Por. (not PHILPoTT) 


Ee 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


WATFORD. 
Last month we were, according to a certain 
2 . ; ; 
“ organ of Social-Democracy,” financially ruined 
for months to come. We had also been “ effectu- 


| ally disposed of ” by—of all the good and harm- 


less persons in the world—Mrs. Jarvis! who, 


; sia: | together with other champions of irreconcil: 
a Reactionary, not a Revolutionist. Aman must | 6 P culable 


and uncompromising class consciousness (S.D.F. 
brand), did their little best to help return candi- 
dates in whose programmes the eye of Faith, 
peering through the most perfect of microscopi- 
cal appliances, would have failed to discover a 
distinctive labour characteristic, and who ap- 
pealed piteously for votes on the ground that 
they would look after “the best interests of all”! 
Yet we have quite cheerfully commenced to 


| financially ruin ourselves some more by running 


a series of meetings in the Market Place on 
Sunday evenings, at which we shall be pleased 
to welcome 8.D.F.’ers or what-not, and to make 
clear how well Mrs. Jarvis (or whoever was 


| responsible) has succeeded in deluding the 


writer of the note referred to into believing (if in- 
deed he did believe) that we were disposed of. 
Nothing, says the report of the S.D.F. oracle, 


' was spoken but undiluted Social-Democracy. 
| Thus : — 


We want the children brought up with 
wills free and strong in the image of God. 

Socialism means the abolition of idlers at 
both ends of the scale. 

Socialism means a fair return to the 
workers for their labour. 


Kte., ete., ad nauseum. Samples of diluted 


| Social-Democracy would be interesting. 


We took the opportunity the elections pre- 
sented to distribute some thousands of a special 
pamphlet dealing with the local situation. Of 
course the wrath of our “ labour leaders” wag 


i) 





aroused, but they wilt doubtless recover. We 
are quite ready to justify our action on the 
public platform as they well kaow, and that is 
probably why they give our public platform a 
wide berth. 

The Raunds strikers passed through this 
town twice. The ‘‘ Labour”’ Party 2 gor tea 
the first visit. The Liberal Party did ditto the 
second. Effect—confusion worse confounded. 

And there are so few of us to clear the issue 
and keep it clear. But we go forward doing all 
a few men may, knowing that the future is with 
us ; that we hold the key to the door through 
which the workers must pass to their emanci- 
pation. And it is well.— Tue Brancu. 


ISLINGTON. 

WE have emefged from winter-quarters and 
initiated our 1905 open-air campaign. On May 
7th we had an excellent meeting in Finsbury 
Park, with plenty of questions and opposition, 
50 copies of the Party Organ sold and a good 
collection. A local supporter of Mr. Percy Alden, 
Liberal and Labour Candidate for Tottenham, 
challenged us to debate. We at once closed 
with the offer, and on Sunday, 14th, the en- 
counter took place. An ex parte statement that 
we had the best of it may scarcely be a fair way 
of putting it, but at any rate the meeting was 

ge, so was our collection, and again we sold 
OU copies of our paper. On the following Wed- 
nesday we engaged the enemy at Highbury 
Corner, and forced the representatives of the 
local LL.P. to accept a challenge to debate, 
which comes off on Wednesday, 24th May. This 
will afford us a good opportunity of exposing 
the pretensions of those who are trying to resus- 
citate the I.L.P. in Islington, and of exhibiting 
in their true colours the mar-eadh Socialists. 
In Islington, as in other parts of this country, 
those who call themselves Socialists can be di- 
vided into two classes, viz., those who believe 
in Socialism and those who don’t. It is our bus- 
iness to get those who believe in Socialism to 
join the 8S.P.G.B. and to keep those who don’t 
outside until they learn something of the science 
of working-class politics. At Highbury Corner 
two men came forward to join our party. On 
Sunday, 21st May, we were again in evidence in 
the Park where we held a large audience for 
two hours. One new member handed in his 
name, OU copies of our Organ sold, and a good 
collection taken up. It is only fair to mention 
that no other organisation claiming to be Social- 
ist has held an audience in Finsbury Park for 
the last three Sundays, although they have held 
meetings. We don’t mind this in the least. 
Soon the workers on Islington’s heights will 
realise that the S.P.G.B. is the only party of the 
workers. Saoghal fada dho !—Coxcuusuar. 


ROMFORD DIVISION. 


WE congratulated ourselves upon the result of 
our first Sunday morning meeting this season, 
but our success was also our undoing. We had 
a large audience, sold over two dozen Staxpaxps, 
and had many questione and some teetot:l 
opposition. But the police discovered that the 
meeting was a danger to the electric trams, or 
that the trams were a danger to the meeting, 
or something to that effect, and when we again 
essayed to hold a meeting in Ilford Broadway on 
the following Monday evening, the “ force” pro- 
hibited it, and we were perforce compelled to 
seek a fresh location. But we shall make a good 
station of this by sticking to it and not disap- 
pointing our audiences. There is no question 
about the interest displayed by the public in our 
position. It is to them a welcome change from 
the attempts to confuse Socialism with Christ- 
lanity and the perpetual glorification of muni- 
cipal profit-mongering to which the speakers of a 
local “ Socialist” body mainly devote themselves, 
what time they are not supporting Liberals for 
municipal elections. We have held meetings in 
Romford and Barking, and hope in the latter 
town to revive that revolutidnary spirit which 
the confusing tacties of the S.D.F. turned LAb- 
our Fakir politicians have almst crushed out. 

At the last General Election the S.D.F. sup- 


ported the Liberal candidate in this division, | 
but we have made it quite clear that we shall | 
We are not of those who | 
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THE SOCIALIS 


Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


OPEN-AIR MEETINGS. 


SUNDAY MORNINGS, 11.30. 


BATTERSEA, Prince's Head. 
FINSBURY PARK. 

ILFORD, Roden Street, Ilford Lane. 
PADDINGTON, outside Prince of Wales. 
REGENT’S PARK. 

TOTTENHAM, West Green. 

WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher's Hill. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, 3.30. 
VICTORIA PARK. 


SUNDAY EVENINGS, 7.0. 


EDMONTON, Angel Road. 

FULHAM, Effic Rd. 

ILFORD, Seven Kings Station,/ 
PECKHAM RYE. 

TO@TING, Broadway. 

WANSTEAD PARK STATION. (7.45) 
WATFORD, Market Place. 


| MONDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
ILFORD, Roden Street. 


TUESDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
WATFORD, Market Place. 


WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 


BATTERSEA, Falcon Grove. 
TOOTING, Broadway. 


FRIDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 


BATTERSEA, Prince’s Head. 
KENSAL RISE, Quadrant. 


SATURDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms. 


These meetings will be addressed by the 
following :— ~ 

E. J. B. Allen, T. W. Allen, A. Anderson, 
H. Belsev, G. C. H. Carter, J. Crump, J. W. 
Day, J. Fitzgerald, W. Gifford, P. C. Herbert, 
T. A. Jackson, J. H. Kennett, R. Kenny, ae 
Kent, C. Lehane, F. S. Leigh, F. G. Thomp- 
son, F. C. Watts. 
eens 

WEST HAM. 

ENTuvsiasy is working wonders in West Ham. 
We are having good and attentive audiences, 
both here and in East Ham, in the former case 
drawn chiefly from those to whom it is neces- 
sary to break the news very gently that they also 
are of the working-class, but so far we have had 
no fatality. The worst of messing about with ink, 
worrying over details of profit and loss, and look- 
ing like bosses is that it leads to so many cases 
of mistaken identity. Many are wroth to find 
that the profits are somebody else’s while the 
losses are theirs. The local ‘‘squints”’ continue 
to shape their course by the rule of “‘ don’t let ’em 
see any red, Sir!’’ but there are signs of mis- 
trust of those who see round corners. Especially 
is this the case in East Ham, where we hope to 
establish a branch almost immediately.—A.E.J. 


EEE  — — ————_—————— 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


H. Te Dre—The article printed in this issue over the 
name of F. C. Watts should dispose of your diffi- 
culties. 

J. C. R. (Soham).— Many thanks for extract and cir- 
culars. If our comments on the latter are not. 
justified, our columns are open. Audi alteram 
partem. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Articles from E. J. B. Allen, 
H. Davey and J. H. Kennett. Exchange List. 
“The Socialist Voice" (Oakland, California). 


Branch Secretaries and others 
SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 
well as anyo7e else. 


Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 
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THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, CHARLOTTE St, Lonpon, W. 


General Secretary C. LEHANE. 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 

BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
Ist and 8rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305, 
Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch. 
meets every Friday at the Secretary's address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenn , Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, S.W. Branch meets. 
alternate Mondays at 8 p.m. Economic Class, 
by J. Fitzgerald, every Thursday at 8 p.m. 

on-members invited. 

ISLINGTON.—Padraig Ua Toibin, Secretary, 79, 
Grove Road, Holloway, N. Branch meets 
every Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. at the Co-oper- 
ative Stores, 79, Grove Road, Holloway, N. 

PADDINGTON..--T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., * 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monda 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, SE. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, Secretary, 5, Rut- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets 2nd and 4th 
Fridays in each month at 8.30 at secretary’s 
address, 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 

_ Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above: 
address. 

WATFORD.—G. T. King Sec., 16, Merton Rd., Wat- 

e ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 
Rd., Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 
Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 

re 
LITERATURE AGENCY. 

Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 

154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 

Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CAPITAL. 


A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION. 


By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 10/6.) 


Carriage Free bey 
From F. C. Warts, as above. 


‘ SIX CENTURIES OF WORK AND 
WAGES. 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR. 
By PROF. J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised, Published at 10/6.) 


Carriage Free Ds. 6d. 
From F. C. Watts, as above. 


os. 6d. 


POVERTY. 
A STUDY OF TOWN LIFE. 
By B. SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
(Illustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &c.) 
“(Published at 10/6.) 
Carriage Free 
From F. C. Warts. as above. 


4s. 6d. 


for the Proprietors, The Socialist Party ot Great Britain, and published by Gc. Lehane, Gen. Secretary, 107, Charlotte ee, | 
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Socialist Party 
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SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
i 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
ja the iaterest of the whole community. 


Declaration of Principles 


' THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
AIN 


BRIT 
HOLDS 
That society as at present constituted is 
upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
ist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
alone wealth is produced. 
That in society, 
Onism of interests, 


p 


That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-claas, by the con- 
version into the common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the order of social evolution the 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free. 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinction of race or Sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 

That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-claas of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic, 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

Tae Soctauist Party or Great Britain, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly 


capitalist, and calls upon the members of the | 


working-class of this dountry to muster under 


them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


Readers who can endorse t he foregoing in its 
entirety are invited to 
Secretary of the nearest Branch or with the 
General Secretary. See Directory, page 8. 


| 1804-5, 20,546 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination | 
may be wrought to the system which deprives | 


communicate with the | 


THE man in the street is 
he had 


Commons. Not | 


ficient battleships, not only 


are they up-to-date, but in the moment of dan- | 


ger they could be so quickly mobilized at any 
given spot that 

uneasiness. And so our friend of the short sight, 
who discerns nothing beyond the tip of his nose, 


1s reassured, and proceeds to his daily avocation | 


briskly, humming— 
‘We don’t want to fight, 
But by Jingo if we do! 
We've got the ships, 
We've got the men, 
We've got the money, too!” 

It is true that some of our largest battleships 
have a nasty habit of ramming each other now 
and again, that our torpedo boat destroyers 
sometimes buckle, that in about twelve months 
three of our expensive submarines have come 
to grief with much loss of life to our own men, 
and that our guns sometimes burst, hurling 
our handy-men into the great unknown. These 
are mere incidents, or such accidents as will] 


happen in the best regulated navies. Balfour | 
Campbell Bannerman con- | 


says ‘‘all’s well.” 
gratulates him upon his Statement, and the 


Pleased patriot pe rigrinates, at peace with all | tion that we free-born Britishers have to prepare 
| | for ? 
“Someone has remarked that the Britisher can- 


the world. 


not concentrate upon more than one thing at a 
time, a failing of which the “ statesman,” of both 


the great ‘B.P.” rarely concerns itself with the 
substance, so intent is it in grasping the shadow. 


recent years, still imagines that 
against whom it is necessa 

navy or a combination 

the watch to sw 

This may have 


the enemy 
18 a foreign 
1e8, ever on 


the detriment 
n. It is not the 
hat we have to 


Fifty years 
SO Ibs.) of 
nsumed here, of 
‘re home grown 
imported. At the time 
of writing, 1 am unable to obtain the exact year 
when we ceased to be self-supporting as far as 


foodstuffs are concerned, but it certainly must | 


have been long after the commencement of the 
19th century. An article which appeared in 
Blackwood’s Magazine for February, 1903, con- 


tained a Declaration signed by 26 of the leading 
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there exists no necessity for | 


| disastrous. 
| that “‘apart from a forcible interruption of 
| supplies by enemies’ cruisers, there is a possi- 


corn merchants of the 


| which it was Stated that ‘ 


War we were almost se 


| now import four-fifths of 


Farmers.” It s and others, all 
Supposed to possess a practical knowledge of 
agricultural matters, and the most important of 
their conclusions was, “It may be concluded, 


therefore, that for six months after the end of 


ay we are more dependent than 

T countries, because our popula- 

} Increased, whilst the home area under 
cultivation has considerably decreased. 

With the recollection of the recent Deiter- 
Armour manipulation of the world’s wheat 
supply let us look the facts squarely in the 
face. Is it possible invasion or probable starva- 


Some of those who gave evidence before the 
Agricultural Committee seemed to get very near 


oT: | to the truth, but just failed to ip, or to 
the capitalist and “ labour ” order, has not been J &Tip, or to admit, 
slow to take advantage. Hence it happens that _ 


the exact situation. Mr. James Birch thought 
that “in the event of war we should be practic- 


| ally in the hands of the plunging speculator,”’ 
_ but is war a necessar condition? Mr. 'T 

In the present connection, John Bull, entirely | ; cigs 
failing to note the economic development of | 


Horne spoke of “the perilous position this 
country would be placed in for itg food supply, 


| Should a combination of nations against Great 
| Britain arise,” but substitute determined finan- 
| ciers or plunging speculators for “nations” and 
ese shores. | 


the peril is as great and probably the action would 
be more rapid, the effects more immediate and 
Some of the witnesses admitted 


bility that:a nation---or a coalition of nations—— 


_ intending to make war on this country might 
| forestall the suppiy of wheat by the purchase of 
| futures.” Mr. Proctor could quite imagine that 


“if Russia to-day were to be at war with us, our 


, own supplies (from Russia) would be stopped, 
| and, through German and other sources, she 
_ might buy, in America, practically all the Amer- 


ican wheat.” And Mr. Seth Taylor, in reply to 
a question respecting the engine of offence which 
would be used by those countries unable to com. 
pete with us on the seas, answered “ they have 
nothing to do but sit on their stocks.” 

Let us put it in another Way. Apart from a 
forcible interruption of supplies by enemies’ 
cruisers, there is a possibility that a millionaire 
or a Coalition of millionaires intending to 
bring this country to submission, might fure- 
stall the supply of wheat by the purchase of 
“futures.” Not in any way a remote or improb- 





“ably contingency. According -to tlie, article in 
_ Blaeacood’s, “ the chief sgurce of our supply is 
the United States, but the price of wheat on the 
Amefican corn market can. be raised artifically, 
and im the event of a European war, in wh 
Great Britain, was involved, it is quite le, 
indeed probable, that it would beso raised. 
An@ it could also be so raised; as has already 
been done, without a European war, as the 
working-class have good cause to remember. 
When Mr. Joe hence, Lord aire pone D: 
in-law, attempted cornering of the world’s 
wheat supply, the capitalist Press said that he 
failed, but viewed as a failure, the effect upon 
the working-class was so disastrous that one can 
imagine what would have been ‘the result: had 
he succeeded. Not only did the price of wheat, 
flour and bread rise all over the world, but the’ 
inability of the workers in some parts of South- 
ern Europe to obtain bread led to riots, and in 
Hungary the people, demanding bread, were 
given the usual capitalist answer—bullets. If, 
then, the operations of one man in Chicago, or, 
counting Armour, two men, could produce such 


world-wide results when those operations were * 


supposed to have failed, it is easy to see that a 
combination of financiers could dictate their own 
terms, particularly to a country so dependent 
upon outside sources for its food supply as 
is-Great Britain. 

The proposals usually put forward are useless, 
because they all depend upon the continuance 
of the competitive system. 

There is the tariff reformer, who, by a re- 
adjustment of fiscal conditions, would induce 
the growing of the Empire’s food supply within 
the Empire, but who can never show (I myself 
have challenged several) how that will prevent 
the financiers operating. Love laughs at lock- 
smiths and Leiter, Armour, Rockefeller & Co. 
would laugh at tariff walls if they determined 
to get control of the food supply of this Empire 
or of any other part of the world. 

The establishment of national granaries would 
not only not affect them but by creating an 
extra demand for the twelve month’s supply of 
wheat which it is proposed to store, would give 
the “ plunging speculator” his opportunity . 

Then there is the reformer, sometimes claim- 
ing to be a “Socialist,” who raps ae! 
holdings or peasant proprietorship, either 
cause A thinks, with this late Lord Salisbury, 
that “to increase the number of small holders 
of the soil is to secure the strongest bulwark 
against revolutionary change,” or because he 
honestly believes that to be the best proposal. 
But apart from the fact that the day of small 
things is past, that production on a small scale 
is wasteful, it is well known that the transform- 
ation from a tenant to a small proprietor, whilst 
freeing the cultivator from the domination of 
the farmer or landlord, drives him into the 
clutches of the ursurer. What has the tenant 
farmer of Ireland gained? Is it better to be the 
victim of the gombeen man than of the land- 
lord ? And none of the other proposals would 
be effective. What is wanted and what alone 
will suffice is a complete revolution. The class- 
proprietorship of the means of life must be 
abolished : they must be taken over and con- 
trolled by the people, all of whom shall be 
workers. With the substitution of common for 
private ownership of land, factories, railways, 
etc., the’power of the capitalist, great and small, 
of gambling with the people’s food, of app: 
priating the product of the labourer, whether v. 
the field, the mine or the workshop, will be 
destroyed and the people freed from their sub- 
jection to a class. The matter affects both town 
and country worker, of every land, of every 
creed. The men of capital are stronger than the 

men-of-war and their strength can only be taken 
from them by the organisation of the working- 
class into a separate and distinct revolutionary 
Socialist party, such as The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain. J.K. 
Masor Roper W. Caldbeck, delivering an 
address before the Army League, said thaf every 
year 8,869 men were invalided, 7,162 deserted, 
2 903 were discharged for misconduct, 1.563 were 
discharged as not likely to become efficient, and 
21,943 were committed to Military Prisons (ex- 


cluding India), and and the Army Estimates for | 


5-6 provided an extra sum of £95,000 for | : 
ry | as the reafforestation (or firewood te pp 


‘additional prison accommodation.” Verily, ’tis 
a great country. 
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CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS, 


— o—— 


“Every man born on the soil of England had 

ight toclaim work.” Thus the Lord of 
Ripon. But who disputes the right to clam ? 
Certainly not the Bishop’s friends of the capit- 
alist-class. Why indeed should they ? The more 
men claiming the keener the competition and the 
lower the wages. Now if every man born on the 
soil of England put ina claim for the whole pro- 
duct of hie toil and refused to allow the capitalist 
to non-suit the claim, there might, it is true, still 
be unemployment, but only because the worker 
would not require to work sd hard nor 80 
often. And as he would receive all the-wealth 
he produced, there would be none left for my 
Lord Bishop, who'would perforce have to work 
himeelf. 

—OoO-— 


William Botting, aged 74, shot himself, having 
been forced to the conclusion that ‘‘Old men 
are like old dogs, ought to be shot when 
they are past work.” According to the dictum 
of American capitalism, when a man reaches 
the age of 40 he should be taken out and shot 
as useless for further profit-making. Here is a 
case in which the views of exploiter and exploited 
coincide. Ergo, there is no class war as Keir 
Hardie would say ! 

--0oO— 

Referring to certain Trade Union amendments 
which he fad heard were to be moved to the 
Government “Unemployed ” Bill—that unqual- 
ified absurdity in which the S.D.F. have claimed 
their influence is apparent—the writer of the 
labour column in the Echo says: “It seems to 
be quite certain that Mr. Balfour will consent 
to none of these amendments, and, what is 
more, 2 Liberal Government would not assent 
to them either.” As the attitude of both 
Liberal and Tory Governments towards labour 
is the same, the Echo writer has doubtless 
spoken truly, although in speaking truly he is 
not following the precedent set by other Liberal 
scribes whose business it is to induce. Trade 
Unionists to lend their support to Liberalism, 
on the ground that Liberalism is infinitely better 
than Toryism. If he gives the game away so 
inartistically, the Echo writer we fear, will not 
for long remain unacquainted with the order of 
the sack. 

= 


Mr. William Crooks, M.P., L.C.C., has been 
talking again, this time to a World interviewer. 
“There is no snobbish or social distinction 
when once you get inside the Houseof Commops” 
he says ; only “ wonderful and splendid kind- 
ness ’’ for Labour members apparently. He did 
not add ‘‘so long as they do as their capitalist fel- 
low membersfvant them to do,”—the addendum 
necessary to nake the statement entirely true. 


——_QO— 


Mr. Crooks also has’ a remedy for the over- 
population of cities and the misery resulting 
from unemployment. He unburdened himself 
of it to the World man thus: 


‘It is to be found on the land, the mother of 
us all. You go through England and see 
what vast stretches of beautiful and unculti- 
vated soil there are. Why don’t some of these 
wealthy landowners say: ‘Hang it all, I will 
give up some acres or so to these poor 
under-fed devils, shove up some tin houses 
and train them in agriculture’? They are no 
good at first. ‘hey hardly know the difference 
between a brick and a lump of clay. But 
they can learn, and they can quickly pick up 
their strength, and turn into good farm lab- 
ourers, worth their 2s. 6d. a day in England 
and their #3. 6d. a day in Canada. ‘The experi- 
ment has been tried on a small scale and has 
proved successful. But we leave it to the 
hobby of an American philanthropist, and our 
own wealthy classes won’t lend a hand.” 


This ‘‘ remedy,” though couched in unpolished 
and homely phraseology, hath an ancient and 
fishlike smell. We seem to have heard of the 
‘“shove ’em back on the land” cure, as Mr. 
Crooks would say, before. It is much the same 


cure favoured by other ‘’ Labour Leaders,” an 


ore 
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pposes capitalist production without a 
army “of unemp t basi te ay 
‘youngest of economic fléedglings wo | be able 
to show, is ridiculons. Mr. Crooks should read 
“more and talk less. | 


-—Q-- 


“ A Rose by any other name——” 

“A woman applied to Mr. Rose at the Tower 
Bridge Police Cet for a pair of boots for her 
young daughter from the funds of the poor 
box. In refusing the application, Mr. Rose 
said he was averse to giving boots in the 
summer because he did. not gonsider them 
as a nécessity. Children could go to school 
without boots, especially this weather, or with 
canvas shoes, which could be bought for a 
shilling, o& slippers.” 


—o— 


Mr. Rose is no doubt a most worthy person, 
and has spoken according to his lights. If his 
lights are not very bright or his sympathy 
with working-class want not over strong, the 
fault is not his. The brutality of his indifference 
simply reflects the training he has received, the 
atmosphere he has moved in from his youth up. 
It is a not unusual expression of the callous 
cult of capitalism. . 

| = 


Mr. Rose is not to blame, but his reply to the 
woman asking for boots is strongly reminiscent 
of the reply of Foulon, of unsavory memory, of 

' whom it is recorded that, in the days sein pee 

i replied to 

people who cried aloud for b that they 

should eat grass. Foulon was the ‘product of 

his time and was not to blame. Hut his r 

end found Foulon hanging from a lamp-post #ith 

his mouth stuffed full of his grass. 

-—Oo— 

Philosophie dissertations upon individual 
responsibility—or lack of it—have no great 
weight with the ill-educated striking against 
oppressive conditions. They personify the 
causes of their misery, and the persons selected 
are generally those who have been most brutally 
indifferent to the unhappiness of their position, 
or who have in some other manner been associ- 
ated with the maintenance of the system spelling 
oppression : at these they strike. 


—oQ— 


We do not pretend to view this method of 
striking with favour. We are in existence as a 
political party in order to educate the working- 
class so that they may strike effectively at the 
ballot box without having recourse to the lamp- 
post. ‘I'he lamp-post has had its day. But the 
representative of capitalism who speaks as Mr. 
Rose has spoken, is none the less in a dangerous 
position, because he emphasizes the existence of 
tPagulf which yawns between his class and: the 
oppressed and poverty-stricken working-class, 
and so helps to prepare the material out of which 
the Socialist Party will fashion the weapon that 
shall presently sweep capitalism out of existence 
altogether—the weapon of a class-conscious, well 
organised, working class. Mr. Rose is therefore 
in the dangerous position of contributing to the 
destruction of tt form of society upon which 


his position depeuds. 
7 7 A.J.M.G. 


WE commend to the chastened reflection of 
Mr. Gribble and the members of the S.DF. in 
Northampton the fact that the gentleman who 
was largely responsible for preventing the case 
of the Raunds strikers coming before the House 
of Commons was precisely that gentleman 
whose democratic sympathies they expressed 
their appreciation of by assisting into Paslia- 
ment. It was Mr. Labouchere’s inordinate and 
intentionally prolonged remarks on the Women’s 
Suffrage Bill, which he was frankly concerned 
to talk out, that robbed those who professed to 
be anxious to bring the matter forward of the 
opportunity to do so. Of course it might have 
been done in,a disorderly way by breaking 
down a few of the forms of the House, but the 
‘‘Labour”’ members are far too respectable to 
do that. Besides, it might jeopardize the esteem 
in which they are so proud to be, held by their 
fellow members of the capitalist-class ! 


, 
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EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. 


Tur “ New Method ” is evolutionist. The “ New | 
The “‘New Method” | 
In order to fully | 


Method” is reformist. 
stands above all for legality. 
understand it in all its beauty, in all its power, 
we must first study its conceptions of evolution, 


reform, and leyal rerolution. Let us proceed in | . 
| pacifically and legally. In his preface to the 


this order and commence with evolution. 

The partisans of the “ New Method”, quite 
honestly, without doubt, put certain stupidities 
into the mouths of revolutionists, which natur- 
ally appear to them quite in order. The revol- 


utionists, they say, believe that the social revol- | 


ution will be the result of a coup, a struggle 
with the police, or, better, to employ the favourite 


ter ?*) “the stroke of a magic wand.” The revo- 


lutionists are travestied as social magicians, or | 


miracle-workers. And the realists of state 
Socialism—jn theory very idealist— never miss 
an occasion of showing their sovereign contempt 
for these dreamers of impossible catastrophies. 
They alone are in complete agreement with 
modern science, founded on the principle of 
evolution. The revolutionists are romancists, 
Utopians. Has not Bernstein himself said that 
rx even was but a common Blanquist ? 
What is the truth ? : 
Let us first point out that all the great masters 
of contemporary Socialism, those very men who 
introduced into it the idea of evolution, and 
who have in some manner saturated the spirits 
of man with their ideas, Karl Marx, Frederick 
Engels, Ferdinand Lassalle, Peter Lavroff, were 
throughout their entire lives convinced revolu- 
tionists. It is an incontrovertible fact, and we 
will prove it. 2 
The social work of Marx has been compared 
with that of Darwin in the domain of Nature. 
In fact;-his classic work, the ‘‘ Manifesto,” which 
alone perhaps, of all books of our time, contains 
in a small space (some thirty pages) so many 
great and fertile ideas, developes quite a system 
of evolution in capitalist society. In the “‘ Mani- 
festo” we see Socialism burst forth, as the very 
consequence of things, from the very entrails of 
capitalist society... It is capitalism itself which 
fashions its own “‘ grave-digger,” the proletariat 
organised as a class party. 
The ‘“‘ Manifesto” concludes with the ultra- 
revolutionary declaration which follows : 

“The communists consider it beneath them 
to cloak their ideas and designs. They de- 
clare openly that their end cannot be realised 
but by the violent destruction of the existing 
social order. Let the ruling classes tremble 
before a communist revolution. The workers 
have nothing to lose but their chains. They 
have a world to gain.” 

Here we are very far from the theory “take 
care to make fear” (“‘Ayons peur de faire peur”’) 
which has conducted its author to the ministry 


of commerce. Yet, Marx put to flight all the | 


miracle-workers, all the manufacturers of little 
projects put forward as so many panaceas guar- 
anteed to save society from the misery of capital- 
ism. It is true that he had not foreseen the pro- 
ject for the participation of socialists in the 
central power of the bourgeois state, which 
renders the revolution altogether unnecessary, 
and, above all, dangerous. A revolutionary 
party which does not inspire its adversaries with 
fear is ripe for government. But, it will never 
*‘ conquer the world.” 

The idealist, Peter Lavroff, was in complete 
agreement with Marx, the materialist, on the 
question of violent revolution. Throughout all 
his glorious life he preached the ReyiiGon in 
the name of reason, “justice and humanity.” 
He sought to establish scientifically that “every 
Socialist who thinks logically must be a revolu- 
tionist."”. And he always added that the Revo- 
lution cannot be brought about without violence. 
Peter Lavroff introduced scientific philosophy 
into Russia, thus contributing more than anyone 


logical ideas in his country. He was the sworn 
enemy of miracles, and understood the miracle 


| 


| 


| 


_ of a conclusion containing 
| oughly revolutionist. 
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' quote a Preface of Engels where he traces a 
| magnificant picture of the growth of the Social- 
ist Party during the legal period. But the 
rascals forget to add that Engels himself pro- 
tested against this publication. declaring that 
his ideas had been falsified through the omission 
an athirmation thor- 


The statement of Marx is likewise invoked, 
that in England the Kevolution could be achieved 


English translation of “Capital,” Engels, on 
including the words of his great friend, wrote: 
“But he never omitted to mention that he 
doubted very much if the ruling classes in Kng- 
land would ever accede to a pacific. and legal 
revolution.” (Capital. Introduction. 1887). Other- 


wise stated : the revolution will be supertiuous | 
expression of (is it necessary to name the minis- , f the dominant classes are in humour for com- 
| mitting suicide. It is perfectly evident that 


Marx, who thoroughly understood the economic 
condition of 
more than th 
conditions were at hand. In order to accom- 
plish the Revolution nothing was wanted but 
the revolutionary lever. ‘Force is the midwife 
of every new society.” The pains and violence 


of birth cannot be overlooked on the grounds | 
that the embryo should be allowed to develope | 
in an easy and regular manner. One might as | 


well overlook volcanic eruptions on considering 
that modern geology has abandoned the catas- 
thropic theory of the formation of the earth. 
The new-born will develope pacitically, “legally,” 
but he comes into being revolutionary. ‘I'he 
subterranean forces accumulate slowly, invis- 
ibly, but once arrived at a certain degree of 
intensity, they explode. “ Revolutions in history 
are as necessary as tempests in nature,” writes 
Malon, whom our good evolutionists do not 
qualify as “sectary.”” In truth, this class of 
“ tempest’ does not agree with ministerial com- 
binations. But, since when do the phenomena 
of nature and history rest on the decrees of 
minister, be! x gut of control ”’ ? 

In 1887 at the Gongress of Saint-Gall, Bebel, 
who of course is nothing but a romantic dreamer, 
declared : 

“* He who says that the final end of Socialism 
will be realised in a pacific manner does not 
know the final end, or, mocks us.” 


Further. It is only during its scientiffc period 
that, based on the principle of evolution, Social- 
ism became revolutionary. The great Utopians, 
Fourier, Owen, Saint-Simon were pacific in their 


methods. They preached the social transform. | 


ation to make the “ revolution” needless. 

It was exactly at the time that the social 
reformers addressed the monarchs, assembled at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, soliciting their ‘* Collaboration” 


in social reform in the name of ‘social conser- | 
vation.” That was also the good old time when | 


the noble dreamer Fourier used to look out 
daily for his “ millionaire,” pacific redeemer of 
suffering humanity. 

The triumph of the truly realistic spirit was 


at the same time that of the revolutionary spirit. | 
| None but empiric minds who see no farther than 


the tips of their noses or who have some interest 


in cloaking historic truth, believe that revolu- | 


tion is contrary to evolution of which jt is, in 
reality, only the fatal and irresistible outcome. 
Thus, the Utopian period of Socialism was paci- 
fic. The scientific period adopts revolutionary 
tactics. 
Ferdinand Lassalle, who was the promoter of | 
universal suffrage in Germany, a man of immed- 
iate action and pacific par excellence, recognised | 
the revolution as a means of achieving any | 
serious reform. He pointed out that many great 
reforms were brought about only by revolution. 
For him, as well as for every modern Socialist, 
revolution is but a moment, a period of crisis | 
in the “ normal” evolution of society, an evolu- | 
tion which comes to a head. | 
The abyss which our ministerialists seek to | 
find between evolution and revolution under its | 


| sudden and violent form exists but in their | 
else-to the overthrow of metaphysical and theo- | 


of social transformation by the word participa- | 
| 


tion. 


The partisans of legality are often pleased to | 


* Millerand. 


| 
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imagination. But there exists an insuperable | 

abyss between revolution and ministerialism. 

Translated from the French of Cuaries 
Raproport by P.J.T. 


The receipt of a copy of this paper is an | 
invitation to subscribe. 


4 ngland, wished to say nothing | 
all the material and technical 


| OVERHEARD. 


Krnk—(To Jack, who appears to be thinking 
furiously.) What is the matter now ? 

Jack—You fellows say we are wage slaves, and 
are cheaper to the masters than chattel slaves, 
but that’s rot. 

Frank—Steady, old chap ; why is it rot ? 

Jack— Because the chattel slave had to work 
absolutely for nothing, while the masters 
Ist pay us Wages. 

Frank (laughing)}—Well. even according to 
olicial tigures the avenige wage of the mod- 

| ern worker barely represents his cost. of 

| maintenance, and as the slave was always fed 

; and lodged, he could hatdly have got less, 
could he ? 

Jack Well—er-. of course. 
worker is not a slave. 

Frank~ Oh? The essence of slavery is compul- 
sion; the means employed are unimportant. 
Now is it not slavery to be compelled to toil 
for another ? 

Jack—Certainly. 

Frank— Well, is not the modern worker abso- 
lutely compelled by fear of starvation to sell 
himself toa master? Can the workers get a 
living at all to-day without the permission of 
the owners of the mines, factories, railways, 
land, etc.? And are they not, therefore, the 
slaves of this owning class ? 

Jack—H’m! But still the wage slave, as you 
call him, is very much better off than the 
chattel slave. Just compare them. 

Frank—Well, in the first place the chattel slave 
had a considerable exchange-value, and was 
sought after; whereas thousands of modern 
workers are compelled to tramp the streets in 
search of a master, and are starving for a crust. 

Jack looks glum. 

Frank—In the second place a master will take 
more care of a thing that will cost him a big 
sum to replace, than of a thing that can be 
replaced for the asking, 

Jack nodds assent. 

Frank—So that if a chattel slave falls ill the 
master will get him well quickly, for he 
cannot work or be sold when ill: but if a 
wage slave is ill he is turned out and left to 
Starve, for another can be had for nothing. 

Jack—That’s right enough. If you feel unwell 
and get to work late two or three times, on 
the street you soon go. 

Frank—Further it would hardly pay the chattel 
slave owner to overwork his slaves, for he 
would use them up too soon and have to pay 
heavily for new ones. But a modern employer 
finds it to his interest to use up his wage 
slaves as quickly as possible, for there are 
always plenty more to be had for the asking. 

| Jack— Yes, just as the modern contractor takes 

very great care that his horses are not over- 
worked, but continually overworks his men. 

| Frank--That is so. The up-to-date capitalist 

| uses his men only for the best years of their 

| lives, and throws them on the scrap heap 
| _ when he has taken the steel out of them. 

| Jack—-Right again. They are turning out all 

| the old men now. Only young men need 

| 

| 


Anyway the wage- 


apply. And at the pace they drive one can’t 
last long at the game. But with regard to 
¢he chattel slave; he used to get flogged ; we 
don't. 

Frank~ No, Jack, it is not necessary to flog us 
in order to make us work hard. ‘The threat 


| of the ‘‘ sack,” the fear of Starvation, is quite 


sufficient. Between being flogged to death 
and slowly starved to death, the choice would 
l® embarassing, would it not? A large pro- 
portion of the working population of to-day 
suffer slow starvation eren awhile in worl:. 

Jack [begin to see that we are the Wage slaves 
of the owners of the means of life. 

Frink Yes. Private ownership of the means 
of life gives private power to absorb all the 
surplus produced. Slavery can only end by 
the democratic control of wealth by and for 
the wealth producers. that is Socialism. 

Jack Good! Speed the abolition of 
slavery ! 


wage 


Frank You see, then, that Wase slavery, Which 


hides its ugly features under the mask of 
Freedom, is much more profitable to the mas- 
ter-class than chattel slavery. And let me 
Whisper this: Had it been otherwise. chattel 
slavery would not have been abolished. 


Frep. C. W 





iterary 
Committee, 34, Wilmington Sq., London, W.C., and all 
busi : ; andl 


| 
Advertisements, to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont Avenue, 
EBdmonton, N. ° 


Terms of Subscriptions. 


Twelve Months 


Scale of Charges for Advertisements. 


to be inserted in more than one issue. 


The Socialist Standard, 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1905. 


THE RAUNDS AND LEICESTER 
MARCHES. 


Tax striking bootmakers of Raunds have 
marched into London and have marched out 
again, and, thanks to the fine weather experi- 
enced, the astuteness of the Liberal Party poli- 
ticians en route (who tried, with considersble 
success, to make party hay while the sun shone) 
and the fact that the capitalist preas had no 
other sensation to write up at the moment, they 
seem to have hada moderately good time. 
Encouraged by their example, 500 unem- 
ployed workers set out from Leicester on a 
similar pilgrimage. Bat their time was not so 
happily chosen, and their numbers were up- 
wieldy. So that they were reduced to sleeping 
on straw after marching in rain. | 
That the action of both parties enlisted a good 
deal of public sympathy at the moment is clear. 
But public sympathy butters few parsnips, and 
already the historic marches are among the faint 
memories of those districte that were covered, 
while outside of them they have faded from 
THE CONDITIONS OF SUCCESSFUL DEMONSTRATIOS. 
What good purpose, from the point of view of 
the working-class, was served, cannot be clearly 
seen. Had the men set out in the full knowledge 
that the capitalists of London ‘had interests in 
no way differing from the capitalists of Raunds 
or Leicester; had they commenced with no de- 
lusions on the score of the reception they would 
get at the hands of the representatives of the 
master-class in the House of Commons and 
Buckingham and Lambeth Palages; had they 
understood that their position was the inevitable 
result of the private ownership of the means of 
life ; and had their march therefore been frankly 
a demonstration of class-conscious workers in 
revolt with the object of stirring their class to 
revolt also, good work would have been 
plished. But to set out ignorant of their class 
position, and under the impression that if they 
were very peaceful and law-abiding and abstem- 
tious, and sang their grace before meals with 
becoming reverence, the capitalist-class would 
help them, as they appear to have done, was a 
folly that will bear fruit of disappointment and 
despondency for themselves ; while by accepting 
the interested and much advertised hospitality 
of their enemies of the Liberal Party, the Raunds 
men have contributed materially to the confusion 
of their class, whose discriminating powers may 
not unnaturally be unequal to the task of grap- 
pling with the problem: of why the Liberal 
Party, who helped the workers of Raunds, are 


establishment of the Socialist Republic. And it 
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not the friends, but the enemies of the workers 


of Raunds. 
PIONEERS OF OONFUSION. 


How far the Raunds leader, Mr. Gribble, of 
the 8.D.F. (whose action, by the way, the 8.D.F. 
made many pathetic to exploit for their 
own party purposes with equally pathetic re- 
sults), understood the dangers of the movement 
to the working-class whose interests he osten- 
sibly serves, we do not pretend to know. Having 
undertaken the task of organising the march 
he had, of course, to find lodgment and food for 
the men, but if he had the knowledge that is 
claimed to be in the possession of all members 
of the 8.D.F., he must have known in the first 
place that the appeal to capitalism in London 
would be as profitless as the appeal to capitaliam 
in Raunds had bean, and he must have seen in 
the second place how inevitably the class strug- 
gle would be obscured by apparent fraternization 
with the representatives of the capitalist-class 
in the Liberal Party. 

The Leicester leader, Mr. Sherriff, of the LL. P. 
(whose action, by the way, the LLP. also made 
pathetie attempts to exploit for their own party 
purposes), seems to have endeavoured to make 
his contingent’s march a demonstration in sup- 
port of the Government's “ Unemployed ” Bill, 
which Mr. Burns says, and for once says 
rightly, is not worth crossing the street for, let 
alone tramping a hundred miles to support. 
And Mr. Sherriff should have known that under 
present conditions any ‘“‘Unemployed” Bill 
must be a capitalist dodge to rid themselves of 

alitiy while endeavouring to convey 
the idea that they accepted it and were pre- 
pared to bear the-burden of it. 

THE POSITION OF THE 8.P.G.B. 

We are far from desirous of creating the im- 
pression that we are out of sympathy with class 
manifestations of the working-class. The Social- 
ist Party of Great Britain is a working-class 
party? and is therefore concerned to do every- 
thing possible to arouse the class it represents 
from indifference into organised action against 
the present form of industrial organisation to 
which can be traced the evils under which the 
workers suffer to-day, But we well. know that 
no working-class manifestation can be effective, 
no successful conflict with capitalism can be 


entered into except it be based upon a clear |. 


understanding of the class position. Upon this 
basis alone can be built the fighting organisa- 
tions, political and industrial, of the working- 
class which by concentrating upon the conquest 
of political power and the substitution of the 
common ownership and control of the means of 
life for the present private ownership thereof, 
shall achieve the overthrow of capitalism and the 


is because we know, what apparently the Raunds 
and Leicester men did not know, that nothing 
short of Socialism can materially affect the 
condition of the workers, and because we know 
that all attempts to secure a betterment in work- 
ing-class conditions that do not take cognisance, 
and are not made in the full knowledge of this 
fact, are foredoomed to failure, and must tend to 
retard rather than to expedite the realization of 
Socialism, that we deprecate the actions of the 
persons responsible for the Raunds and Leices- 


ter marches. A.J.M.G. 


Major Roper Caldbeck declares that the aver- 
age soldier’s pension is 8s. 2d. per week, whilst 
that of the officers is £4 per week! But of 
course, Capital and Labour are brothers, and 
the interests of the working-class soldier and 
the exploiting-class officer are identical. 

Back numbers of Tue Sociatist STANDARD 
can be had through any Branch Secretary. 
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PARTY NOTES, 
:0: 

The Manifesto of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain to the Working-Class has been published 
in pamphlet form, and can be had from the Party 
Literature Agent, F. C. Watts, 154, Ashmore 
Road, Paddington, London, W., price 1}d. post 
free. This pronouncement will, of course, be 
differently viewed by both the friends'and the 
enemies of the working-class. The publication 
of the document marks the advent of a new era 
in working-class politics in Britain. 

e 
@ 

The Manifesto deals with the present position 
of the working-class, the historical developments 
which brought about that position, lays down.the . 
basis of working-class political action, and by a 
clear and sober analysis shows wherein the 
various political organisations other than the 
S.P.G.B. claiming to be the party of the workers 
fail to meet the requirements of the present junc- 
ture. No student of modern politics should be 
without a copy of the Manifesto. 
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What is the difference between the S.P.G.B._ 
and the S.D.F.?—the Fabian Society ?—the 
I.L.P,?—the L.R.C.? Read the Manifesto, which 
is replete with facts bearing on the differences. 
What are the tactics of The Socialist Party? 
Read the Manifesto. — : 

+ 

The Party Organ and the Manifesto should be 
pushed at all propaganda meetings. During the 
summer we have the best opportunities of selling 
the Party literature. Make hay while the sun 
shines. 
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Propaganda meetings should always be, held 
precisely at the advertised time. This is generally 
done, but a few cases have come under my ob- 
servation where, owing to meetings being opened 
a little late, our speakers have failed to secure 
audiences they otherwise would have had. Let 
punctuality be the order oS the day. 
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Branches and speakers are reminded that 
they should regularly send to the centre reports 
of the propaganda meetings, so that the entire 
propaganda activity of the Party may be accu- 
rately ascertained. If a meeting is worth hold- 
ing it is worth reporting. 

e.¢ . 

The West Ham comrades show evidences of 
great activity and the East Ham Branch of the 
Party is ia process of formation. More power 
to their elbows ! 
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The Romford Division Branch is opening an 
S.P.G.B. Club at 43, York Road) Ilford, and all 
Party members residing outside the Romford 
Parliamentary Division are honorary members. 
This Branch, too, seems determined to give a 
good account of itself, ‘and has extended its 
activity into the East End of London. 
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In Islington the S.P.G.B. is at present well in 
evidence. In Finsbury Park our local Branch 
appears to have killed the efforts of the other 
organisations claiming to be Socialist, for during 
the past few Sundays our comrades have had no 
opposition “‘ Socialist ” meetings. 
e.¢ 

& 
“In other directions our Branches are doing 
well, and if the results so far are a fair indica- 
tion as to the success of our Party during the 
remainder of the propaganda season, then we 
may rest assured that our efforts will not have 
been in vain. 
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The Delegate Meeting of the S.P.G.B. will be 
held at the Communist Club, London, on Mon- 
day, 31st July, 1905, 8 p.m., and in order that 
the E.C. may be enabled to presént a complete 
report Branches are requested to send in their 
quarterly statements with the least possible 
delay. 
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Photographs of First Annual Conference of 
the S.P.G.B. are still obtainable, price 2/-. 
Orders, agcompanied by remittances, should be 


sent to the undersigned. 
C. LeHane. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT CAMBORNE. 


——:0:—_— 


1905. 


Moca interest was manifested last month con- 
cerning the electoral activities of the Social- 
Democratic Federation, when it was publicly 
asserted, on oath, that the candidature of Cllr. 
Jack Jones, 8.D.F., for the Mining Division of 
Cornwall, was being financed by “Tory gold.” 

The allegation was made at a public meeting 
held at the Public Hall, Camborne, on Saturday, 
June 3rd, when Mr. James Lightwood read doc- 
uments, which he and his wife had sworn to. 
The following are the essential extracts : 

“I, James Lightwood, solemnly and sincerely 
declare as follows :— 

“For several years past I was superintendent 
of a number of model dwellings situate in Sea- 
ward Street, East Finsbury, which Mr. Richards, 
K.C., represents in Parliament as a Conservative. 
I became very friendly with Mr. Richards, and 
on more than one occasion have I discussed with 
him and his friends the political aspect of the 
Housing question. 

“I had an interview with Mr. Richards some 
days prior to the 23rd of January, 1904, at my 
house. He told me he had a friend who was 
coming up from Redruth. He said ‘ He is a fine 
fellow, you will like him very much.’ As he was 
going he said to my wife, ‘ Mrs. Lightwood, how 
would you like-to see your husband an M.P. ?’ 
She replied ‘ He is happier as he is.’ 

“On the 23rd of January, 1904, I received 
from Mr. Richards a postcard in the following 
words :— 

“Dear Mr. Lightwood,—I shall call on you on 

Saturday between 5 and 5.15 with a friend from 


Redruth, and if you are free I hope you will wait in 
for me or write when you will be free Saturday or 


Monday after 6. 
H. C. RICHARDS.” 


“On the evening of the same day I received 
the postcard, Mr. Richards called as appointed. 
He brought with him a gentleman whom he then 
introduced to me as the gentleman from Red- 
ruth. . This gentleman was Mr. Cheux, the 
Unionist Agent for the Mining Division of Corn- 
wall. On this introduction Mr. Richards left, as 
he said he had to be off to the House. Mr. Cheux 
said that he had been deputed by a wealthy 
gentleman in Cornwall, who was a great sym- 
pathiser with the Socialist movement, to find a 
man who would stand as a candidate for the Min- 
ing Division. He said he wanted me to be the 
candidate, as Mr. Richards had spoken very 
highly of my qualifications. I declined to con- 
He pressed me as he said I 
was a Cornishman, a native of the Mining Div- 
ision, and that i had worked in the mines as a 
boy (all of which was true). I told him that even 
if my qualifications were sufficient, I could not 
go down into the constituency without a local 
mandate. I suggested his applying to the Labour 
party for a man, but he demurred. I then sug- 
gested his applying to the Social Democratic 
Federation. 

“On Thursday, January 28th, 1904, Mr. Lee, 
Secretary of the Social Democratic Federation, 
called on me. I knew Mr. Lee slightly. Mr. Lee 
said a gentleman from Redruth had asked him 
(Lee) to meet him at my house, and that they 
were anxious for me to become the candidate, | 
and that a rich friend of the Redruth gentle- | 
man would find the money. Mr. Cheux did not, | 
however, turn up while Mr. Lee was with me, 
but a few minutes after Mr. Lee had gone he 
called. He apologised for being late and hurried 
off to catch Mr. Lee at the office of the Social 
Democratic Federation. On Feb. 5th, 1904, 
I received a letter from Mr. H. W. Lee; this 
letter was written on the ordinary note paper of 
the Social Democratic Federation, and was in 
words as follows :— 

“Mr. J. Lightwood, 
4, Bartholomew Buildings, E,C. | 


Dear Comrade, 

Shortly after I reached the office after seeing you | 
last Thursday the gana came up. From what he 
said he seemed inclined towards you yourself running | 
for the Camborne Division. “Have you seen him 
since, and has he said anything more to you about 
your coming forward? Because if you thought of 
doing anything in that direction, we should be per- 
fectly willing, I am sure, to leave it at that. 

To-day another gentleman has been up. He says 
he comes from the one who saw me last Thursday. 

1 gave him the decision of the Committee, which 


THE- SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


was to the effect that before we could actually decide | 
that someone from the S.D.F. should go down to | 


Camborne, and prepare the way, so to speak; that 
is to say, it would not be the best tactics. to put a 


candidate down upon the Division unless some pre- | 


parations had been made beforehand. To this pro- 
posal he readily agreed, and stated that he had been 
authorised to place something of the same suggestion 
before us. He says he will come in and see me again 
before next Tuesday, when the matter again comes 
forward for consideration. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Strauss, the Unionist candidate. 


pathetic private, and nota political party source. 

‘The one important point on which the 
whole of Mr. Lightwood's statement centres is 
that the offer to assist financially the expenses 
of a Socialist candidate in the Mining Division 
came from, or was prompted by Mr. Reginald 
Cheux, acting as the election agent for Mr. 
That, if true, 


| would undoubtedly suggest that the Unionist can. 


I thought I would let you know how the matter | 
stands at present, and I think I will call and see you | 
on Saturday morning at about 11, if that will be con- | 


venient for you. 
Yours fraternally, 


H. W. LER” 
‘A few days after the receipt of this letter 


Mr. Lee again called, accompanied by Mr. Green, | 


the Treasurer of the Social Democratic Feder- 
ation, and Mr. Cheux, and a fourth gentleman. 
They were with me over an hour: my wife gave 
them tea. They all urged me to accept the pos- 
ition of Socialist candidate, and Mr. Lee ex- 
plained that my candidature would be endorsed 
by the Social Democratic Federation, and Mr. 
Cheux urged that his Socialist friend would pay 
the Federation all the expenses incurred, and that 
the Federation would remunerate me for my 
trouble. I persisted in my refusal, although 
they continued to urge me for a long time, but 
when they found I was obstinate they left, 
and I understood the Social Democratic Feder- 
ation would find another person to undertake 
the job. | 

“T have in my possession a number of letters 
in addition to those to which I have referred in 
this my Declaration. Some from Mr. Richards, 
some from Mr. Lee, some from Mr. Cheux, and 
some from Mr. Hamilton. As these letters relate 
to a matter at present the subject of litigation, 
I am informed [ should not be justified in set- 
ting them out here. 

JAMES LIGHTWOOD. 


“Declared this 29th day of May, 1905. Before 


me, 
“ F. E. B. Craw sey, 
“*A Commissioner for Oaths.” 


The Executive of the 8.D.F. have issued an 
official pronouncement, and state that :— 

“It is not true that the secretary of the 
Social Democratic Federation, Mr. H. W. Lee, 
approached Mr. Lightwood about the running 
of a Socialist candidate at Camborne. It was 
Mr. Lightwood who first called at the offices of 
the Social Democratic Federation. It is not 
true that our secretary arranged to meet the 
“ gentleman from Redruth ” at Mr. Lightwood’s 
office. It was Mr. Lightwood who arranged the 
meeting, stating the time when our secretary 
was tocall. Mr. H. W. Lee consented to call, 
after consulting the Organisation Committee, 
who agreed that he should go with a ‘ watching 
brief’ and report afterwards. It is not true that 
when Mr. J. F. Green, our treasurer, and the 
secretary called subsequently at Mr. Lightwood’s 
office they found Mr. Cheux there. Mr. Cheux, 
they assure us, is absolutely unknown to them, 
and his name has never been mentioned in con. 


nection with any proposed Socialist candidature | 


in the Mining Division. It is not true that at 
the interview in question Mr. Lightwood was 
pressed to become the candidate, or that the 
Social Democratic Federation offered to pay his 
expenses. 

“Mr. Lightwood, when in London, though 
not a member we believe of the Independent 
Labour Party, and certainly not of the Social 
Democratic Federation, was, nevertheless, known 
to members of both bodies in Clerkenwell and 
Finsbury as a sympathiser with the Socialist 
movement. We were the more disposed, there- 


fore, to consider a proposal of the character | 


mentioned coming from him than we might have 
been from an entire stranger. Moreover, we 
were anxious to take advantage of any bona- 
fide offer, as for some years past members of the 
Social Democratic Federation who knew the 
Mining Division have declared that it could be 


won in time by a Social Democratic candidate. | 


The Social ‘Demucratic Federation would do 


didate believed that the presence of a Socialist 
candidate would be to his political advantage for 
which he was willing to pay. The Social Demo- 
cratic Federation has always been willing to 


| accept help from any quarter so long as no 
conditions are attached and no _ restrictions 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


placed upon our speeches, and actions, providing 
always that the help comes from a private and 
Sympathetic source, but not from a political 
party, centrally or locally, with a view to using 
Socialist work, organisation and influence for 
its own particular ends. We have been, and 
are still, convinced that the help for the Socialist 
candidature in the Mining Division is from a 
private and sympathetic source, and we see no 
reason, until Mr. Cheux’s connection with that 
assistance is established, to alter our opinion.”’ 

Mr. R. F. Cheux has sent a communication 
to the Press in which he refers to Mr. Light- 
wood’s story as “‘ preposterous” and “ manifestly 
absurd ” but makes no denial of the statements 
excepting the following :— 

“‘ At present I need do no more than refer the 
public to the categorical denials of the officers 
of the Social Democratic Federation which 
have appeared in the columns of to-day’s Press, 
and to state that at the time of the select ‘tea 
party ’ which Mr. Lightwood says took place at 
his house, and at which I was alleged to be pre- 
sent, I was as a matter of fact in Cornwall ” 

The name of Mr. A. E. Fletcher having been 
mentioned in connection with the matter, that 
gentleman made the following statement to a 
representative of Reynold’s Newspaper :— 

“My position is this. {was asked by the 
secretary of the S.D.F. if I would go down to 
Camborne as the Labour candidate, as they con- 
sidered I was the one man who was acceptable 
to the miners of this division. A friend of the 
Socialist movement, who wished his name not 
to be mentioned, was prepared to pay the whole 
of the cost if a Labour candidate, acceptable to 
the miners, was adopted. He also said that 
the present Liberal candidate was a member 
of the Rosebery faction, who had offered to 
retire if a Labour candidate were adopted. I 
said, if these conditions were carried out, I 
would go and address a meeting, and that I had 
no ambition to go into Parliament, but my am- 
bition was to further the Socialis: cause ; but if 
I were accepted as a Labour candidate I would 
stand. But I was not aware that Mr. Dunn's 
promise to retire if a suitable Labour candidate 
was found was made two years ago, and I went 
down to Camborne. They listened to me, but 
the meeting was packed with Mr. Dunn’s men. 
They heckled me, and asked if Mr. Dunn’s pro- 
mis€ was to be considered perpetual. | replied 
no, it could not be forever; but he was a Jingo 
and a member of the Rosebery faction, sup- 
ported the Boer War, and so on. But his chief 
Supporter said, ‘If you had been first in the 
field we should have adopted you.’ Finding 
I had been misinformed as to Mr. Dunn’s pro- 
mise, and not being satisfied where the money 
was coming from, I retired. I am convinced 
that Mr. Lee, the secretary of the S.D.F., be- 
lieved that the money was coming from a sym- 
pathetic source, and had no idea that it was to 


| be supplied by the Tory party. In fact, he told 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


| 


nothing in the way of putting forward a Social- | 
Democratic candidate at Camborne until propa- | 
ganda work had been carried on and literature | 
distributed in order to make our principles known | 
among the people, and until enquiries conducted | 
by the secretary and treasurer convinced them | 
that the offer to assist financially in running a So- | 
cialist candidate in Camborne came from a sym- | 
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me it was not coming from any political source.”’ 

Mr. Lightwood’s promised further revelations 
will be awaited with interest, and in the mean- 
time let us ask :-— 

(1) Why Mr. and Mrs. Lightwood should 
render themselves liable to a criminal prosecu- 
tion for perjury if they have sworn to lies? 

(2) Whether Mr. H. W. Lee’s statement can 
be believed in view of the fact that at the Annual 
Conference of the S.D.F. at Shoreditch in 1yO3, 
he admitted that he had lied to the delegates at 
the previous Conference, and declared his inten. 
tion of doing so again i* he considered it neces- 
Sary in the interests of the S.D.F. Isthe present 
an occassion when itt is necessary to lie “ in the 
interests of the S.D.F.”? 

It will be noticed : — 
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(1) That although the S.D.F. now declare 
that they knew Mr. Lightwood only “as a sym- 
thiser with the Socialist movement,” Mr. H. 

. Lee wrote him the remarkable letter which 
Mr. Lightwood received on Feb: 5th, 1904. If 
that incriminating document is a forgery why 
has not the S.D.F. instituted proceedings against 
the forger? . 

(2) That although these negotiations with 
the mysterious unnamed gentlemen took place 
in Jan. and Feb., 1904, the members of the 
S.D.F., assembled in Annual Conferences at 
Easter, 1904 and Easter 1905, were told nothing 
of the circumstances. If the Executive of the 
S.D.F ..cannot trust their own members, how can 
the members trust the Executive? 

(3) That although the S.D.F deny that they 
know Mr. Cheux, they do not give the names of 
either of the gentlemen who interviewed them, 
and who were admittedly acting only as agents ; 

(4) That the S.D.F. declare their willingness 
to accept help from any quarter, so long as no 
conditions are attached. But here there were 
conditions, viz., that the money should be used, 
not as the S.D.F. Executive thought best, but in 
making a three-cornered contest in a particular 
constituency , 

(5) That, with the exception of the last para- 

ph, Mr. Cheux’s letter is an evasion. Mr. 
Fightwood has sworn that he holds letters from 
Mr. Cheux ; 

(6) That the S.D.F. misled Mr. A. E. 
Fletcher concerning Mr. Dunn’s premise ; 

(7) That although the S.D.F. were convinced 
that the money came from a sympathetic private 
source, they could not satisfy Mr. Fletcher, who 
visited the constituency, on that point ; 

(8) That the S.D.F. statement, which ap- 
_ peared in Fustice, was preceded by an intimation 
that “‘another statement will be at once sent out 
to the branches.” In what reespect will this 
differ frem the public statement ? 


WEST HAM. 


TF am happy to be able to report on behalf of 
the comrades of the West Ham Branch, con- 
siderable progress during the month. Com- 
rades will be glad to hear that, as the result of 
our activities (together with the valuable assist- 
ance of the Romford Division boys—who are so 
modest that they would never be heard of if I 
didn’t mention them) in the adjoining district 
of East Ham, an East Ham Branch of the Party 
is in process of formation, and will probably be 
going strong by the time these lines come before 
the eyes of the expectant nfultitudes of Britain. 
London (and Watford) contains somewhere about 
a sixth of the population of this land of the free, 
and it is of the utmost importance that London 
be captured. The West Ham comrades have set 
their minds on establishing two other branches 
before the propaganda season is through. Where 
are the Branch Reporters? Branch Reports are 
the antidote to dry-rot. A.E.J. 


By Politics we mean the business of Govern- 


ment, that is to say, the control and management | 


of people living together in a Society. A Society, 
again, is a group or mass of people, bound 
together by a certain common principle or object. 
A mere chance crowd is not a Society; it has 
no definite object, it collects and disperses at 
the whim ef the moment, its members recognise 
no duties towards one another. It has no history, 
no organisation. 


The Board of Trade state that in May 27] | 


Trade Unions, with an aggragate membership 


of 575,512 reported 29,487, or 5°1 per cent. un- 


employed, as compared with 56 in April and 


6°35 in May 1904. 
OFFICIAL NOTICE. 


To att Party CorRESPpONDENTS. 


Branch Secretaries, members and others 
sending communications to the Central Office 
are requested to address them to C. Lehane, 


Professor Jenks. 4 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


ETHICS AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE. 
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Amonc the middle-class “Socialists” who run 
the so-called labour movement in this country, 
it is hardly fashionable just now to deny the 
reality of the class struggle; yet when it is 
shown how necessary it is to base working-class 
political action on that reality, these 

UTOPIANS WRIGGIE LIKE EELS 
to escape such a logica? conclusion. When 
dri by argument from their objections on 
prafical grounds to the class war basis, such 
sen talists. often fall back on the assertion 
that it is immoral, that it stirs up strife and sets 
dne class against another. " 
. Now, with those who profess to base their 
“Socialism” on the New Testament, such a 
position is not to be wondered at ; for to them 
the injunction applies, to “ Resist not evil: but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek 
turn to him the other also. And if any man sue 
thee at law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall com- 
pel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.”— 
Matt. V. Obviously, the only logical attitude 
for such people is that of absolute non-resistance 
to the capitalists. And there the working-class 
may leave them. 

As is only to be expected, the capitalist and 
his satellites strongly deprecate any hostile atti- 
tude on the part of the worker. The proper 
conduct of the working-class should be, accord- 
ing to capitalist ethics, duly sheep-like. Ac- 
cording to this code, 

WORKING WEN SHOULD BE THRIFTY 


(that they may work cheaply and keep off the 
rates), they should be industrious (that they 
may pile up wealth for others), and above all, 
they should be meek and obedient (that they 
may duly obey the laws kindly made for them 


| by their masters). The prevailing code of ethics 


has its foundation in the material interests of 
the ruling class, and may be summed up in the 
words, ‘‘ Whatever injures capitalist interests 


| is immoral.” Thecharge that the class struggle 


is immoral is founded on such a code. For us, 
then, it is necessary to look at the matter from 
a higher standpoint, that-we may see whether 
an insistence on the class struggle is immoral or 
| not in the light of humanity’s interests. | 
| What is the basis of Oo 
| THE MODERN CLASS ANTAGONISM ? 
| It is based on the fact that one section of society | 
| owes its income and its superior position to pro- 
| perty, to the ownership of the means of produc- 
| ing wealth; whilst anuther section, so vast as 
| to be practically the nation, owes its inferior 
| position to the fact that it owns no property but 
| 18 compelled to live by the sale of its labour- 
| power to those who own the means Of life. Out 
| of the total product of labour the worker can- 
| not obtain, in general, more than his cost of 
| subsistence. ‘I'hose who own the instruments of 
| labour appropriate the rest. Thus there is born 
| @ class struggle, pursued consistently by the 
| Capitalists, but, as yet, ineffectively and s 
| modically hy the workers. The scientific Social- 
ist urges a more consistent waging of this 
| struggle because (to put it shortly) only by the 
| defeat of the enemy can peace be obtained. 
| All classes will,as in the past, fight’ bitterly 
| to retain their superior position to the workers’. 
The only class that can be relied on for the abol- 
ition of privilege and power to exploit, is 
| THE UNPRIVILEGED PROPERTYLESS WORKING-CLASS. 


| The recognition of the class struggle is conse- 
| quently the only effective basis of working-class 
| action, for it is childish indeed to expect that 
the capitalists will of their own accord get off 
the backs of the workers. Obviously, the im- 
| mediate interests of all except the working-class 
are-opposed to the abolition of private property 
| in the means of life. 
» The strife of to-day is, then, not created by 
the Socialist, but is 
THE RESULT OF EOONOMIC CONDITIONS 
maintained by the ruling class. The Socialist 


General Secretary, and to indicate such letters | seeks to enlighten his fellows on the causes of 


as are intended to be dealt with By the Execu- 
tive Committee by writing the words “Executive 
‘ommittee ’’ on the left hand top corner of the 


correspondence. 
C. Leuane, General Secretary. 


this struggle, and to show how utterly futile it 
is to expect the owning class to abolish the 


cause of strife, or abandon in any way its own. 


interests. He wishes to point out above all, that 
since the interests of all sections of the capital- 
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ist-class are fundamentally opposed to the inter- 
ests of the workd¢rs, therefore the sane policy of 
the working-class must be in consistent Oppos- 
ition to all capitalist political factions however 
these may name themselves. The struggle is al- 
ready going on. The Socialist endeavours to 

ive it definite and consistent aim, that the con- 
flict may the more speedily end. 

Those who would, on moral grounds, have the 
workers refuse to recognise the class struggle 
should, to be logical, refuse to 

STRUGGLE AGAINST PARASITES 

of any other kind. For in society the class 
which lives by the ownership of the means 
of life of the workers is a parasitic class, 
sucking to itself by its monopoly the fruits 
of the industry of the people. Not, indeed, that 
one need hate the individual capitalist, for he is 
the product of his circumstances; but in the 
interests of toiling humanity the firmest action 
mnst be taken. The power to exploit must be 
wrested from the parasites. They will, of course, 
oppose this by cunning and by force and will 
have to be fought, for nontqesistance is the pol- 
icy of the weak-minded. 

Clearly then, the cause of the present struggle 
(t.e., the private ownership of the machinery of 
wealth production and distribution), can only be 


-abolished by waging war on the class which de- 


fends and maintain’ private ownership. And 
since the only class that, by its material inter- 
ests, is urfettered to the maintenance of private 
property is the proletariat, on this class must 
fall the toil and 

THE BATTLE FOR FREEDOM. 

Thus the only means of ridding mankind of 
cortditions which now bind the mass in degra- 
dation and slavery, is the active opposition of 
the workers to the parasitic class as’a whole; 
and what is this but the prosecutiou of the class 
war? 

The victory of the Socialist working-class is 
the only possible ending of this great struggle. 
This, however, does not mean the subjection of 
the capitalist-class by the workers ; it means the 
abolition of capitalism and an end of classes, for 
the great unprivileged masses cannot secure 
equality of opportunity without abolishing class 
privilege, and privilege is based on private pro- 
perty. The triumph of the great workin 
majority thus involves the emancipation of all 
from class oppression, for the interests of the 
toiling masses are fundamentally 

THE INTERESTS OF HUMANITY, 

‘The workers are now the only necessary class. 
in society, and upon them all tasks are devolv- 
ing. To the capitalist remains the task of tear- 
ing the coupons from his shares, and reaping 
the reward of his abstinence—from labour. 

The democratic ownership of the means of 
wealth production must necessarily abolish the 
economic basis of classes and of class antagon- 
isms, and unite all in a bond of labowr with 
ulentical interests. Under such conditions it 
must be unnecessary and above aJ] unprofitable 
for the vast majority to exploit a few. Hence 
society will have but one aim, to lighten the toil 
and increase the well-being of all by the great- 
est possible economy of labour and life. In the 
society of 
, HARMONISED MATERIAL INTERESTS 
that must result from the abolition of class para- 
sitism, the greatest well-being of the individual 
will only be possible by promoting the well- 
being of all. ‘T’hus will the welfare of all become, 
for the first time, the immediate interest of 
each, ' 

Socialism is, then, the ethics of humanity, the 
necessary economic foundation of a rational 
code of morality. The interests of the human 
race are bound up with the aspirations of the 
oppressed working-class in its struggle with 
capitalist domination. As it has very truly been 
said: “ Militant, the workers’ cause is identified 
with class ; triumphant, with humanity.” 

F.C.W. 


In an office in Fetter Lane, London, a machine 
is now being exhibited by the inventor, Mr. 
George Livingston Richards, which does the 
work of hundreds of men. In the course of an 
hour it folds up thousands of magazines, puts 
them in gummed wrappers, addresses each one 
to the person for whom it is intended, and sorts 
them out into sacks, according to the locality to 
which they have to be sent. 
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THE WAR AND ITS EFFECTS. 


——:0:-—— 


Tue War in the East will have far-reaching 
effects upon the Socialist movement in Europe 
and in America. As Socialists we are neither 


enthusiastic ProJaps or Anti-Russians. We 
know that whichever wins it is but a win for | 


capitalism. Although we anticipate the ultimate 
triumph of Japan we do not for one moment 
believe that this will benefit the Japanese 
workers, far from it. ‘The only result for them 
will be a greater intensity of labour necessary 
for the support of the Japanese capitalists, who, 
after the few years which.will be required for 


« 


the adjustment of industry, will enter into the 


hurricane development that modérn capitalism | 


with its machinery and trusts needs. 

Japan of to-day is one of the great competitors 
for the trade in the East. Japan of a few years 
hence will be the great power. Her close com- 
munication with the advanced form of capitalism 
already in existence in the United States is 
bound to have the effect of putting her in the 
front rank of capitalist development, while her 
relationship with China may well result in her 
becoming the most important factor in the in- 
dustrial revolution of that unhappy bone of 
contention among nations, or the capitalist por- 
tion thereof. Japanese officers have already 
been engaged to drill and organise certain 
Chinese regiments and as their brains have been 
used by the Chinese because of their superiority 
in military affairs, so will they be utilised to 
organise Chinese industry. The training of 
centuries in the manipulation of tools enables 
the Chinese to adapt themselves to the require- 
ments of modern industry in a remarkable way 
and the “ white Auseiy, ” policy of the Aus- 
tralian Labour Party, the Anti-Asiatic legisla- 
tion, if we may so term it, of other countries 
directed against yellow immigration, bears elo- 
quent witness to the readiness with which the 
Chinese enter into effective competition with 
white labour-- always, of course, to the detri- 
ment of the latter seeing that the standard of 
comfort of the “‘ Yellows” is so much lower than 
that of the “ Whites,” and seeing that the com- 
petition of cheap labour always fosters a tend- 
ency for wages to be reduced to that level. 

The fact that white workers wil! have to face 
is that capitalism is international, and that it is 
not “ Whites” and “ Yellows” that meet in the 
markets of the world, but buyers and sellers, 
whose nationality does not matter one iota as 
far as the value of the gouds to be exchanged is 
concerned. ‘lhus though the capitalist class may 
be induced to legislate against the Yellow races 
in the White countries, they assuredly will not 
legislate against the buying or selling of the 
products of Yellow labour, when these products 
are made in the Yellow man’s country. 

The effect of the War from the East alone, 
will make a considerable difference to the United 
States and Canada almost at once. This is cer- 
tain to show itself in the greater intensification 
of labour, and the concentration of capital in 
those two countries. The Corresponding effect 
of these to the workers will be a still larger army 
of the unemployed and a considerable decrease 
in the proportion of the total product received 
by the working-class as wages. 

This in brief will be the result of the recuper- 
ation of Japan, and the subsequent opening-up 
of China by her, with all its vast resources of 
wealth and its unlimited supply of labour. But 
how shall we fare in Europe ? 

One thing is certain and that is the overthrow 
of the Russian Autocracy. Whether this will 
be accomplished by the disintegration of the 
West and South-West into a number of inde- 
pendent States at once, or by the adoption of 
a constitutional government for the Russian 
Empire as it is, with a later devolution, time will 
show. But whatever happens it means the more 
intensive and extensive development of capital- 
ism proper in Russia. To-day, American, Eng- 
lish, French, and German firms have their fac- 


tories there. In spite of the patriotic how] raised | 


by these people about supporting home indus- 


tries, etc., there is not one of them but who is | 
perfectly willing to establish his factories in | 


“despotic Russia” if he can get cheaper labour 
or raw material, even if it does mean that a few 
of his fellow-countrymen have to put up with 


the mere trifle of being starved in the meantime. | 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


The West of Russia with its large towns of | 
| St. Petersburg, Riga, and Vilna, and the South- 
| West with Odessa, Kiev. and Kishenev, and the 
| South with Baku and the other oil towns are 
being rapidly brought under the full domination | 


of capitalism. ‘True, the old regime holds sway 
over the agricultural parts, but with the break- 
down of the autocracy and the establishment of 
a constitutional government capitalism would 


be Supreme in the towns and this would have | 
an immediate reaction on the agricultural life | 


of the surrounding districts. 


effect of the increased competition in 


velopment will make the workers more and more 


conscious of the fact that their interests do not 

lie in the perpetuation of the capitalist system, | 
but in its overthrow. There will be greater Op- | 
portunities for the Socialist to point out the only | 
remedy—Socialism. The intensified class feeling | 
that will be created, will be moulded into defin- | 
ite concrete form by the Socialists, by the build- | 
ing up of a revolutionary Socialist Party for the | 


overthrow of the capitalist system and the 
establishinent of the Socialist Republic. 
E. J. B. Aen. 


BOOKS AND BOOKLETS. 


——0:0-—_ 
OLD AGE PENSIONS. 
gamated Society of Engineers. ] i 


In view of the fact that the average age of the 
working-class at death is about 30 years, the 
possibility of attaining to the opulence repre- 


sented in the sum of 5s. per week 35 years after | 


they have on the average shuffled off this mortal] 


coil, would not, at the first glance, appear to be | 
a matter of vital concern to ordinary wage slaves. | 
Closer examination, however, shows that through | 


some incomprehensible oversight of a beneficent 


capitalist providence, a considerable number of | 


workers do manage to escape death in mine, 
factory, or workshop, or by starvation and other 


sere and yellow with vitality sufficient to pump 
a thin stream of thinner blood through the 


channels that 65 vears of hard living have not | 
| J.B. said the candidate he was there to support 


entirely clogged or shrivelled, and to maintain 
that flicker of energy necessary to hold the var- 


ious portions of their bodies in something ap- | 


proaching their original form. 


The precise nwnber who achieve this great | 


age is very uncertain, but Mr. Barnes feels 


week in the country, and much more than that 
in London, it will be seen that the proposal does 
not err on the side of extravagance. 


How the worker is expected to live upon such | 
a munificent stipend, at an age when he is ! 
unable to wrestle with the scrag-of-mutton diet. 


of his more vigorous days, Mr. Barnes does not 
_ to vote for Burns, the §.D.F. had denounced him 


explain. That they cannot live upon it he, par- 
enthetically, appears to recognise. ‘That they 
cannot augment the sum by thrift during their 
earlier years, for the very sufficient reason that 
any margin that they may have had in the course 


of their history was invariably on the wrong side | 
| knavery against those whom he had deserted ” - 


—he admits. Then how are they to live, except 
indeed, in the way that Mr. Barnes appears to 
suggest, viz., by their children (if they have any) 
taking their pensioned parents in and catering 


for them at cheap rates —a fatuous suggestion, | 


surely, in view of the general inability of the 
children to keep theinselves. 

Indeed and indeed, these “ Labour leaders” 
in travail give birth to some’of the most petty- 
fogging and inconsequential schemes that mind 
of man ever conceived. And to get his old age 
Starvation allowance Mr. Barnes, says will ne- 
cessitate the thorough organisation of labour 
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upon a political basis. By that means alone he 
holds, can the essential steam be got up behind 
the demand. The folly of it! To get the work- 
ing-class to concentrate upon a measure that not 
one in thirty will ever live to be affected by in 
the hope that those who do may secure a reward 
of ds. a week upon which to starve! “Ag through 
a glass darkly’ Mr. Barnes seems to see that 
only by fighting can the working-class achieve 
anything at all. Does he not understand that 
this implies that the capitalist-class will concede 


he s | nothing except t th fear ? as he : 

_ The increased competition in the markets of | oe Uh ee 
europe would react at once on the whole of the | 
Huropean working-class to its detriment. The | 
1 both | 
hemispheres would be bound to make itself felt | 
to the workers in both. ‘The results of such de- | 


therefore, that the concession will be in propor- 
tion to the demand ? Then why does he endeav- 
our to fritter away the energies of the work- 
ing-class upon a tuppenny-ha'penny old age 
pension scheme, when the workers can be just 
as easily organised upon the basis of their class 
interests and their energies directed to the 
demand for the full results of their labour ? 
Educate the workers to a knowledge of their 
position and the reasons for it; toa recognition 
of the complete and irreconcilable Opposition of 
interest existing between them and the capital- - 
ist-clasg, and to the extent that they grow in 
class-consciousness, to the extent that their forces 
are welded into an intelligent whole, to the 
extent to which they thereby: develope into a 
formidable menace to capitalist interests, to that 
extent will the fear of the capitalist grow, to 
that extent will old age pensions and similar 
Sops be offered by affrighted capitalism in an 
endeavour to stay working-class progress to- 
wards the Co-operative Commonwealth. As it 
is, Mr. Barnes is simply playing the capitalists’ 


me by keepi 
[By Mr. Georc#- Barnes, Seer tats PS Annals | su y keeping the working-class mind occu- 


pied with non-essentials, 
A. J. M. Gray. 


—____——— 
ILLUMINATIONS. 


(By THe Fuassuicst Man. ] 


——:0:--—— 


Jounx Burns has been the chief supporter of 
Mr. J. Allen Baker, L.C.C., the Liberal candidate 
at the East Finsbury election. 


0 0 Oo 
Upon the L.C.C. Mr. Baker is a “ | rogressive,”’ 


| the descriptive name by which the Liberals try 


“natural causes,” and arrive at the tape Ol che | to hide their identity in municipal matters. It 


is the old tale of the wolf in sheep's clothing. 
0 0 0 
At Mr. Baker’s first public meeting the great 


had one great claim upon them, and it was 
enough-—he was against the Government. 


0 0 O 
Whether a government of the capitalist fac- 


justified in putting it down in row fig. | tion of which Burns and Baker are such shining 
ures as one million. For these he proposes, 

with that “mystic insight” into, and ‘fine | 
judgment” of, the requirements of the aged | 
worker which his biographer (in the same pam- | 
phlet) so highly applauds as elements most | 
needed in a labour aspirant to a decrepid legis- | 
lature, that the State should provide a pension | 
of os. per week. As the cost of the keep of a | 
pauper in a workhouse averages 9s. to 10s. per | 


lights would be less capitalist than the present 
Burns did not state. 
oO O O 


His reason fer backing Baker is no better 
and no worse than the S.D.F. reason for backing 
Burns, Philip Stanhope, Lionel Holland and 
other capitalist candidates at the last general 
election—-they were against the war. 

0 0 0 

Not the war which is being waged all over the 

world between the capitalist-class and the work- 


| ing-class, but the struggle for political suprem- 


acy between the dominant factions in South 
Africa. 
0 0 O 
It is true that, previous to urging the workers 


as ‘‘a self-seeker and a traitor to the cause of 
the people” ; had declared that he was “ firmly 
caught in the nets of tlie Liberal party” ; that he 
covered his “ recreancy and treachery with am- 
biguous and lying allegations of cowardice and 


that they urged the workers of Battersea to 
shew their self-respect by treating him as the 
workers of New South Wales did Fitzgerald, 
Kelly and others —* kick out the traitors” that 
they issued a cartoon depicting “Judas Burns 
betraying the Christ of Labour” to the Liberal 
Party, led by Asquith ; and declared that“ such 
a creature should be hounded from out of the 
company of all decent folk.” 
0 0 O 
And after all this, my friends, they urged the 
workers of Battersea to vote for Burns, the 





0 0 90 


One would think that the surest way to inspire 
confidence in the minds of the thinking work- 
ing-claas is to prove to them that you are reliable, 
that you mean what you say, that you are logical 
and consistent. But the 8.D.F. thinks otherwise. 

o 0 0 


Philip Stanhope, for example; whom the S.D.F.- 
supported at Burnley, H. M. Hyndman standing 
down, has been described by the S.D.F. as a 
“third-rate Liberal hack.” Most peogle under- 
stand this to mean a political prostitute. Did 
the 8.D.F. mean this of Stanhope? and if they 
did why did they withdraw Hyndman and urge 
the workers of Burnley to vote for such a person ? 

0 0 O 


Of course we know that statements have been 

“nade in Burnley and elsewhere concerning an 

contribution 4o the funds of the 8.D.F. 

which Stanhope made about the time of that 

election. But does anyone imagine that the 

litical policy of the 8.D.F. would be affected 

y contributions from outside sources to its 
funds ? 


0 0 0O 


“ Any Socialist who would compromise with 
capitalism Lact aoer see i the enem my 
some penn of reform, is earning the 

seis, ‘inal the gratitude; of his children’s child- 
ren, who, like himself, will be born into slavery 
if no more heroic effort be niade to break the 
ehains of capitalism and 1. We do not 
want any opportunists in the 8.D:F. We point 
out to them that there are organisations formed 
for the express purpose of gettin  exvcoleNecager 
and if not pennyworths then ‘ha’porths’ of 
Socialism, gnd we humbly give them leave to de- 
part 8 Mew wich ealls upon its: members to 
make unceasing; nea efforts to prepare itself 
for the final struggle in the class war, which will 
not be a sham fight, followed by a march-past of 
Labour M.P.’s shouldering Blue Books, and the 
S.D.F. programme of iatives embodied in 
Acts of Parliament.” 

0 0 O 

The above is an extract from a leading article 
in Justice. Of course, it is not of recent date. 
It is more than twelve years old, and was written 
by J. Hunter Watts. . 

0 0 0 


It is an illumination showing the difference 
between then and now, between what the S.D.F. 
was and what it is. And when we think of 
what it might have been we are sad. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT—Exchange List. 
“La Vanguardia” (Argentine). ‘The Social 
Democratic Herald” (Milwaukee). “The Labour 
Record.” ‘La Internacional Revista Socialist’ 
(Argentine). 

Owing to great pressure on’ our space several important 


articles and communications are crowded out of | 


the present issue. 


NOW BEADY. 


8.P.G.B. LIBRARY, No. 1. 


MANIFESTO 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


Containing, in full detail, a statement of the 


Principles, Policy, & Rules 


OF THE PARTY. 


PRICE: ONE PENNY. 


Post free, 1 copy, l¢d.; 6 copies, 5d.; 12 copies, 9d, 
Special terms for larger quantities. Orders and remit- 
tances should be forwarded to tMe Literature Agent of 
the S.P.G.B.,— 

F.C. Watts, 154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, 
London, W. 
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Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


OPEN-AIR MEETINGS: 


re 


SUNDAY MORNINGS, 11.30. 
BATTERSEA, Prince’s Head. 
FINSBURY PARK. ‘ 

ILFORD, Roden Street, Ilford Lane. 
PADDINGTON, outside Prince of Wales. 
REGENT’S PARK. 

TOTTENHAM, West Green. 

WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher’s Hill. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, 3.30. 
VICTORIA PARK. © 


SUNDAY EVENINGS, 7.0. 
EDMONTON, Angel Road. 
FULHAM, Effic Rd. 
ILFORD, Seven Kings Station. 
PECKHAM RYE. 
TOOTING, Broadway. 
WANSTEAD PARK STATION. (7.45) 
WATFORD, Market, Place. 


MONDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
ILFORD, Roden Street. 


WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
BATTERSEA, Falcon Grove. 
TOOTING, Broadway, — 


FRIDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
BATTERSEA, Prince’s Head. 
KENSAL RISE, Quadrant. 
WATFORD, Market Place. 


4aTURDAY EVENINGS, 8.0. 
EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms. 


These meetings will be addressed by the 
following :— — : 

E. J. B. Allen; T. W. Allen, A. Anderson, 
H. Belsey, G. C..H, Carter, J. Crump, J. W. 
Day, J. Fitzgerald, W. Gifford, P. C. Herbert, 
TF. A. Jackson, J. H. Kennett, R. Kenny, J: 
Kent, G. T. King, C. Lehane, F. S. Leigh, 
G. Thompson, F. C. Watts. 


homed 


The International Socialist Bureau desires 
to call attention to the following publications 
relative to the International Congresses which 
can be obtained at the Maison du Peuple, 
Brussels, and at all the best booksellers : 


The International Socialist Congresses : 
Agendas, lists of delegates, resolutions, Paris, 
1889; Brussels, 1891; Zurich, 1893; London, 
1896 ; Paris, 1900 se eee . 0.75 


The International Socialist Congress of 
Amsterdam, 1904. Agenda and texts of resol- 
utions, offered in three languages ... --- O.25 


Reports and resolutions submitted on 
the ‘questions in the Agenda of the Inter- 
national Socialist Congress, Amsterdam, 1904 


Resolutions in three languages on the 
questions submitted in the Agenda of the Inter- 
national Socialist Congress, Amsterdam, 1904 0.50 


The Socialist and Working-Class Organ- 
isation in Europe, America, and Asia with a 
supplement. The volume, of more than 500 
pages, contajns the reports of the various 
Socialist Parties of the whole world on the 
political and trade-unionist movement from 
the Paris Congress of 1900 to the Amsterdam 
Congress of 1904 a. Bed 


Frs. 


1.00 


The number of copies of these publications on hand 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


being yery limited, it is particularly requested that all | 


those who desire to obtain copies should do so at the 
earliest possible moment, 


All orders must be accompanied by remittances made | 


out in the name of Camille Huysmans. 
The offices of the Bureau have been transferred to 


the Maison du Peuple, Brussels, and in order to avoid 
any delay all correspondence (letters, reviews, news- | 


papers, etc.) should be forwarded to the following ad- 


dress: ‘‘ The International Socialist Bureau, Maison | 


du Peuple, rue Joseph Stevens, Brussels.” 


SHOULD NOTE THAT 


| Branch Secretaries and others | 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as | 


well as anyone else. 
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SOCIALIST. PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, CHartottr St., Lonpon, W. 
General Secretary - - (C. LEHANE. 
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BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Joces, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere te, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, ow. 

CENTRAL.—Buasiness transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitztoy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
th h the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
1st and 3rd Sunday ir each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305, 
Wilmott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch 
meets every Friday at the Secretary's address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenn , Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, S.W. Branch meets 
alternate Mondays at 8 p.m. Economic Class, 
by J. Fitzgerald, every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
Newscasts invited. . 

ISLINGTON.— ig Ua Toibin, Secretary, 79, 
Grove Road, Holloway, N. Branch meets 
every Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. at the Co-oper- 
ative Stores, 79, Grove Road, Holloway, N. 

PADDINGTON..---T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at p-m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monda 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, Secretary, 5, Rut- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets F ridays at 
8 at S.P.G.B. Club, 43, York Road, Iiford. 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford-St., 
Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- * 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. _ 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
address. 

WATFORD.—G. T. King Sec., 16, Merton Rd., Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 8rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 
Rd., Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion; at Spiritualist 
Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, .N. 
Branch meets every Ist and -8rd Thursday at 
8.30 p.m. 

LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, ’F. C. Watts, 

154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 

Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CAPITAL. 


A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION. 


By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 10/6.) 


Carriage Free si - os. 6d. 
From F. C. Watts, as above. 


SIX CENTURIES OF WORK AND 
WAGES. 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR. 
By PROF. J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised, Published at 10/6.) 
Carriage Free os. 6d. 


From F. C. Watts, as above. 


POVERTY. 
A STUDY OF TOWN LIFE. 
By B. SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
(Illustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &c.) 
(Published at 10/6.) 
Carriage Free 
From F. C. Warts, as above. 


4s. 6d. 
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THE 
SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
in the interest of the whole community. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 
That society as at present constituted is 
based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 


alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- | 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour | 


alone wealth is produced. 


That in society, therefore, there is an antag- | 


onism of interests, manifesting itself as a class 


struggle, between those who possess but do not | 


produce, and those-who produce but do not 
possess 


That this antagonism can be abolished only | 
by the emancipation of the working-class from | 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- | 


version into the common property of society of 


the means of production and distribution, and | 


their democratic control by the whole people. 


That as in the order of social evolution the | 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free- | 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will | 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without | 


distinction of race or sex. 


That this emancipation must be the work of | 


the working-class itself. 


That as the machinery of government, includ- | 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to | 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of | 


the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 


class must organise consciously and _ politically | 


for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 


an instrument of oppression into the agent of | 


emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 


That as all political parties are but the ex- | 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of | 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 


the interests of all sections of the master-class, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

THE Sociauist Party or Great Britain, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 


parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly | 


capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner te the end that a speedy termination 


may be wrought to the system which deprives | 


them of the fruits of their Libour, and that 


poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to | 


equality, and slavery to freedom. 


Readers who can endorse the foregoing in its 


entirety are invited to communicate with the | 
Secretary of the nearest Branch or with the | 


General Secretary. See Directory, page &. 
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LONDON, AUGUST. 1905. 


Tue dawn of peace appears in the Far East. 
Slav and Mongol have faced each other on 

many a battlefield on land and sea, and victory 

has been uniformly with the new world power 


of Japan. This war was essentially a commer- 


cial war, as all wars are to-day carried on in the 
interests of commerce. All international rela- 


tions, diplomatic and military, are becoming 


Declaration of Principles 


more and more commercial in their nature. 
Some years ago the late Lord Salisbury de- 
clared that all wars in the future would be rail- 
way wars, and later he avowed that they would 
be tariff wars. He saw clearly as we Socialists 
see that war is hut a manifestation of the anta- 


| gonism of interests existing in the several na- 


tional spheres of industry. 
look at 


We have only to 


RECENT WARS 
in which European powers have heen engaged 
to see that they have all been economic. 

Norway and Sweden may be seen in a state of 
extreme tension because the ruling class of 
Norway believe that Sweden has been securing 
preferential commercial treatment through the 
appointment of a Consulate whose sympathies 
and interests were purely Swedish. Because of 
this commercial friction the Norwegian Stor- 
thing has passed a resolution deposing King 
Oscar and placing their country under the con- 
trol of a provisional government. 

Greece made war upon Turkey because she 
lusted after the rich olive groves of Crete. 
France and Germany were at war because France 
had ambitious thoughts of extending her bound- 
aries to the Rhine while Germany was desirous 
of possessing the broad, smiling plains of Alsace 
and Lorraine. America fought with Spain for 
the possession of the plantations of Cuba and 
the Phillippines. Britain crushed out. the 
national independence of the Transvaal and 
Orange River Republics. 

During the latter of those wars what was the 

FEAR OF THE RULING CLASS 

as expressed in their Press? Not of the loss of 
life of the soldiers on the veldt, not of the thon- 
sands of children done to death by official incom- 
petence, or something worse, in the concentration 
‘amps ; not of the burning of homesteads and 
farmhouses in the Vaal : no, it was none of those 
things. The real fear was shown in the thrill of 
horror which was felt by the monied elass in 
Park Lane or on Change when the rumour was 
current that Botha had blown up the Rand. 

Nor is it a new thing for war to be funda- 
mentally economic. In one stage of civilisation 
the food question causes tribe to fight against 
tribe, the fate of the defeated tribe being to 
serve as food for the victors: In another phase 
of civilisation the captured in battle are sent as 
helots to toil for the benefit of those who have 
vanquished them. . 

As Britain deliberately crushed out the trade 
and manufacture of Ireland and of India in the 
interests of her own manufacturers, so have 


_ countries sought for colonies and for extended 


territory in order to secure trade monopolies. In 
other directions 

THE CLOVEN HOOF OF COMMERCE 
has displayed itself. Thus the union of the 
Parliaments of England and Scotland bas ever 


| been defended on the plea that it 


[MonrHiy, One Penny 


THE CURSE OF NATIONAL PRESTIGE. 


gave to the 
latter all the commercial privileges that the 
former had won for herself. 

Although our contention that war has always 
been fundamentally economic can be justified 
from every historical epoch, vet it would be 
going too far to say that this has always been 
obvious. Many wars have appeared on super- 
ficial examination to be primarily religious, 
while others have been excused on the ground 
of maintaining national prestige. When recently 
the Baltic Fleet shot down innocent fishermen 
on the Dogger, when France ignored Germany 
in her arrangements with Britain. Spain and 
Italy as to her position in Morocco, in the thou- 
sand and one other occassions on which war 
has been‘in the air it has been the maintenance 
of national prestige which has been the excuse 
and the justification put forward. 

In the. worship of this fetich Britain replied 
to Russia's seizure of Port Arthur by the seizure 
of Wei-hai-wei, and Germany by the fortification 
of Kiau-Chau. Britain having a sphere of inter- 
est, another phrase for 

A SPHERE OF EXPLOITATION, 
Germany must have a sphere of interest in the 
province of Shantung, while France and Japan 
seek for similar enforced ** concessions.” 

The above remarks have been called forth by 
our witnessing dissension in the recently unified 
French Socialist party on the question as to 
whether the party should take part in wars car- 
ried on by the ruling powers of France. Among 
Socialists there appears some uncertainty as to 
the proper position to adupt with regard to this 
question, and a few remarks on the subject may 
not be out of place. ; 

Beaconsfield, in his novel ‘ Sybil,” declared 
that England was divided into two nations. 
These two nations are the nation of propertied 
and the nation of propertyless. The nation of 
the haves who do not work, and the nation of 
the have-nots who do. The question we have to 
determine for ourselves is, “Is the country of 
the propertied worth fighting for by the nation 
of the propertyless ?”’ 

I do not think it will be questioned by any 
Socialist that it ts his duty to oppose the wars 
of the ruling class of one nation with the ruling 
class of another, and to refuse to participate in 
them. When Germany seeks to force war upon 
France so as to secure for herself special trade 
advantages with Morocco, it is for the millions 
of German and French Socialists to declare in 
ho uncertain voice that they will have no part 
or lot in the war. [f they do this then there 
will be little fear of war. The Iniditary power 
of Russia has failed in the Russo-Japanese war 
largely because of the unrest among the Russian 
people, and the military power of Germany 
would be equally powerless against 
AG AINSI 


A REVOLT WAR 


amongst the most intelligent of the political 
parties in the Fatherland. 

With defensive wars the question becomes 
somewhat complicated. Is the ritain of the 
ruling class worth defending by the workers ? 
Hasthe worker to-day awage-slave earning but 
a bare subsistence wage anything to tight for? 
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As it is the country is being slowly conquered , of physicians for the treatment of the diseased, 


by the operations of the international capitalist. 
The British worker to-day is the employee of a 
limited liability company or of a trust whose 
shareholders are international, and it is the 
capitalist class who rule the political machine. 
Were Germany to conquer France or France 
to conquer Britain, he would be ruled’ by no 
more alien class than that which rules him to- 
day. As the result of being a citizen of a country 
which is nationally independent his condition is 
such that he has no guarantee from week to 
week of his power of earning his livelihood. 
Thirteen millions of him are living in a state of 
semi-starvation, and the individuals composing 


THE 


STANDARD. 


SOCIALIST August Sth, 1905. 
| he? Lord Claud Hamilton declared Jast month 
that in West Ham the Great Eastern Railway 
Company pay £30,000 a year in rates, and if 
the cost of establishing a town for 2,500 men 
were less, they would move them to some other 
part of thecountry. The capitalist-class consider 
the workers as so many goods and chattels, as 
they really are, to be shifted from place to place 
reforms for the so-called ‘amelioration of the | as it suits the employing class to shift them. 
condition of the working-class,” and the like. | And this is freedom! 

It is necessary to eliminate the causes of poverty, | 000 

and these are in the last instance found in the | Another point often urged by our critics is 


or to open public dispensaries and reduce the 
price of medicines. 

In the treatment of the infectious disease of | 
exploitation and misery, Marx and Engels have, 
therefore, said: It is useless to continue that 
empirical and symptomatic treatment, that more 
or bee modern and rational charity, those social 


monopolization of the means of production and 
distribution as private property, that reaches its 
climax in that period of civilization which is 
characterised by bourgeois capitalism. Against 


that the capitalist is entitled to a greater reward 
than the worker because of what he risks. But 
the working-class risk every day that which the 


August Sth, 1905. 


DOUBTS AND DIFFICULTIES. 


Wovtp Mesicipan OWNERSHIP BE ADVANTAGEOUS 
TO THE Reanisation oF Socrauiss ? 


A mren of letters lie before me. 
larity of my articles is obvious from their most 
vasual perusal. 
some little protest. 
in due rotation any question affecting Socialism, 
but | am not an encyclopedia — yellow imperi- 
alist or otherwise — and [am not called upon tg 


ne thing, however, requires 
Pam prepared to answer 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


We have then to take the capitalist society in 
which we live and the immediate trend of events 
in the direction of Socialism. We have then to 


_ recognise that the evolution of society from cap- 
_ italism to Socialism affects: every part of society, 


Hand that any municipal progress must have 


” its influence upon national progress. 
Phe popu- | follows that any 


| 


ut it 
causes Obstructing national 
development must tend to obstruct municipal 


or local development. 


If we could dissociate the municipal from the 
national and collectivise all municipal concerns, 


we should have an entirely different set of cir- 


those thirteen millions are always changing. In aractel | 
this rising tide of economic slavery, human 


mere “ investor of capital,” great or small, never 
jeopardises, and which, unlike that which the 


answer questions relating to the existence of | 


beings of human shape and human intelligence | cumstances to consider than we have existing in 


the slum districts the conditions are such that 
crime is at a premium, and virtuous living at a 
discount, so much so indeed that it 1s a constant 
surprise that the results of these conditions are 
so good. 
The worker to-day has 
, NOTHING TO FIGHT FOR. 


The interests of his masters are not his interests. 
National prestige is not his prestige, but is used 
to force from other nations commercial treaties 
and conditions which in the end prove adverse 
to him. 

What the Socialist has to realise clearly is that 
the interests of his fellow workers in other lands 
are nearer to his than are those of his master in 
hisown country. The bonds which bind worker 
with worker, irrespective of nationality, are those 
of class solidarity. The meeting of Japanese an 
Russian on the platform at the International 
Socialist Congress at Amsterdam in August last 
was but symbolical of this solidarity. From the 
capitalist-class of every country the worker is 
divided by a gulf of class antagonism which 
can be bridged only by the absorption of the 
capitalist-class in the working-class, the result 
of the coming Social Revolution. 

When the capitalist-class fully realises that 
they can no longer depend upon the working- 
class, when they find that the worker has at last 
come to understand his class position, and that 
he has no reason for fighting in his master’s 
interests against those with whom he has no 
personal quarrel, he, the capitalist, will see that 
it is impossible to appeal to national prestige, 
to patriotism, to the spirit of 

“OUR IMPERIAL RACE” 
and all the rest of the phrases used of old, and 
then it will be impossible to make war in so light 
a spirit, or to raise questions likely to create a 
tension between the ruling classes of different 
nations. 

It is for the worker to see that his position 
demands that he should fight only for his class 
emancipation, and that nothing, internal reform 
or national strife, should draw him away from 
his determination to fight for the realisation of 
the Socialist regime. 

WORKERS OF ALL QOUNTRIES UNITE! 
NOTHING TO LOSE BUT YOUR CHAINS. 
HAVE A WORLD TO WIN. 


YOU HAVE 
YOU 


R.E. 


a 


ENRICO FERRI on SOCIALIST TACTICS. 


Wuat is the essence of the great and fertile 
innovation of the revolutionary method of Marx 
and Engels, as distinguished from Utopian, 
sentimental Socialism, and from Anarchism ? It 
consists solely in the substitution of the genetic 
method, the investigation of causes, for the old 
empirical, symptomatic method, in harmony 
with the scientific doctrine of transformism or 
natural evolution. 


In medical practice, as is well known, up to | 


the middle of the nineteenth century, before the 
clinical methods of observation and experiment 
were tried, diseases were diagnosed and treated 


only by their symptoms, their outward mani- | 
The discoveries of Pasteur, for | 
example, and of his followers, of microbe germs | 


festations. 


that cause infectious diseases, led to the replacing 


of the symptomatic cures, which were powerless | 


against such plagues as cholera and typhoid 


. - . { 
fever, by the elimination of the causes for the | 
purpose of preventing disease. And surprising | 


results were obtained in this way. It is infinitely 


better to build water-works fora city suffering | 


from typhoid fever than to increase the number 


| 
| 
| 


misery and injustice, little bourgeois reforms 
from “soup kitchens” to ‘ charity balls,” from 
laws on “female and child labour ” to “* boards 
of arbitration” or “ Sunday rest,” are as useless 
as the use of Anarchist violence, individual or 
collective, against this or that capitalist, this or 
that “economic tyrant,” this or that “ political 
tyrant’ is senseless. 

The work of the revolutionary method is 
much more tedious, tiresome, and complex. We 


capitalist risks, ** when once destroy ed can never 
be supplied” - his life. Such disasters as the 
recent explosion in the Wattstown colliery illus- 
trates the fact. 
0 0 0 

‘Throughout the United Kingdom about 25 
miners lose their lives at work every week, whilst 
upon the railways last vear, excluding passen- 
gers, 9538 persons were killed and 4,220 injured, 
which average 18 and 81 per week respectively. 


must combat and eliminate the fundamental 
causes of poverty, instead of the more or less 
apparent symptoms. And as the elimination 
cannot be accomplished by one stroke of col- 
lective or individual violence, nor by social 


reform legislation, nor by a dictator’s decree, | 
q | we must form a clear and energetic proletarian 


mind and redeem it from ignorance and servil- 
ity. Ideas travel in human boots, and proletarian 
evolution does not proceed spontaneously, nor 
does it descend from the providential heaven 
of government action. It rather takes shape 
partly through the natural agency of economic 
and social phenomena and partly through the 
pressure of the proletarian mind itself, which 
struggles by begat means for the realisation of 
its revolutionary aims. 

These aims are called revolutidnary and can- 
not be called otherwise. Not that they preach 
the building of barricades or personal assaults, 
but because they aim at the complete transform- 
ation of the fundament of society, instead of 
limiting, weakening, and entangling themselves 
in reforms which leave the basis of private 
property untouched, and which the ruling classes 
have always granted, not for our benefit, but in 
their own interest, for the purpose of retarding 
the progress of the revolutionary idea. 

Eyrico Ferri in “ Il Socialismo.” 


— 


A LOOK ROUND. 


Councitior Hickmott is asking all who favour 

the establishment of an active Socialist organ- 

isation to write to him at St. John’s, Sevenoaks. 
0 0 O 

Active Socialist work in any district is to be 

welcomed, when it 2s Socialist, but all who ac- 


| cept Mr. Hickmott’s invitation should have a 
| clear understanding with him before they start 


work. I do not know whether he is still a mem- 
ber of any organisation claiming to be Socialist, 
but I do know that he secured his seat on the 
Sevenoaks District Council as an ‘‘ Independent” 
because “you cannot run as a Socialist down 
here, you know.” I also know that he was the 
only advertised speaker at an open-air meeting 
of the Bromley South Liberal Association held 
on June 28th, and I am informed that this 
meeting was one of a series held in support of 
Mr. Maurice, the Liberal candidate. So I think 
a warning 18 necessary. 

0 0 O 

The S.P.G.B. is the only Socialist body in this 

country which does not support Liberal candi- 
dates. Socialists of Sevenoaks and other places 
please note. 

0 0 O 

In my June notes I referred to the “ Tactics”’ 

question in America. Victor Berger, who sup- 
ported a capitalist nominee at the Milwaukee 
Spring elections, has been removed from the 
National Executive of the American Socialist 
Party. Verily, the way of the transgressor is 
harder in the States than in this country ! 

0 O QO 


The working-man is free to work when, where 
and for whom he likes, say our opponents. Is 


All other departments of industry claim their 
toll of the workers’ lives. Each member of our 
class takes his life in his hands every time he 
enters the mine, factory or dock, and all for a 
few paltry shillings per week. 

0 0 O | 

A correspondent of a London financial journal, 
writing from Kalgoorlie under date June 17th, 
refers to the impending struggle between the 
Chamber of Mines and the workinen. He says 
that the prevailing impression is that an all- 
round reduction of wages will take place. So 
that, although “the representatives of capital 
and labour are marshalling their forces,” it is a 
foregone conclusion that victory will lie with 
the former, as it must as long as capitalism lasts. 

0 0 0 : 

However, our friend has made a discovery. 
He concludes his report by saying, ‘“ At the same 
time living on the fields is fairly high, and you 
very rarely hear of anyone living on the gold- 
fields from choice.” Does the scribe suggest that 
men are driven, say by the ever present fear of 
starvation, to leave England, home, and beauty 
in order to work and live on the goldfields ? 

0 0 oO 
The Agricultural Returns for 1904 have just 
| been issued and show that the area under corn 
crops has decreased from 8,317,000 acres in 
1902 to 8,258,000 in 1904. This fact should be 
noted in view of our article on “Invasion or 
Starvation ” in last month’s issue. 
3 0 0 0 
Eureka! A Mr. David Lubin has held a 
| meeting in his rooms at Kensington Palace 
Mansions to fully explain a scheme “to kill 
corners”! Itis the King of Italy's plan, but 
was suggested to him by Mr. Lubin. The agri- 
culturist, they say, is practically at the mercy 
of such people as the ‘cotton kings” and 
“‘wheat kings” of the United States, and so 
they will establish an International Chamber 
of Agriculture which will aim at the world-wide 
circulation of reliable information, by which 
every grower, manufacturer, and consumer can 
know the exact state of the market. 
0 0 O 

And this, according to Mr. Lubin, will ‘‘ stop 
the ‘ monkevings’ of these new Mephistopheles 
who call themselves * kings’ ; there are to be no 

| more corners.” | can imagine Leiter, Armour, 
Brown, Sully, and Co. trembling in their skins. 
Lubin, the new Jack-the-giant-killer, with the 
aid of a King-by-divine-right, who may be able 
to govern “his” people, but cannot prevent the 
real kings, thousands of miles away, from with- 
holding their supplies of food and raw materials, 
has arisen, and by the aid of an information 
bureau, is going to lay them low. What do you 
say ? That the information will enable them to 
operate more successfully and will place the 
people more in their power than ever? Perhaps 
so. But the real giant will one day awaken, will 
recognise that the only way to kill corners is to 
expropriate the possessors of the means of life, 
to assume the ownership and control, to organise 
production and distribution in the interests of 
the whole people. J. Kay, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in*Mars; neither willl be permitted to offer 
suggestions anent the proper cultivation of the 
garden. My forte is not in either of these di- 
rections. Doubts and difficulties in the way of 
the acceptance of Socialist principles or in the 
way of their enunciation are welcome and will 
be dealt with. 
| 0 0 0 

From the batch before me I select one which 
bears the insistent blue pencil mark of the 
Editor of THe Socrarist Stanparp. And here I 
may say that any weakness that may at any time 
be found in any of my articles is the result of 
his handiwork. He is a gentle being —a sheep 
in wolf's clothing—but he has his own methods 
of securing attention to his behests. 
is from “ Tgnoramicus,” who writes > 


0 Oo O 


“Dear Economicus, * Doubts and Difficulties’ | #Te conditions not favourable to the working- 


are good business. They make the crooked path 


straight. Your column resembles the capitalist | OW2ership we find that it is not always the 


system in that it contains the germ of its own 
destruction. This is a dark saying. Being 
interpreted it is as if to say that some day it 
will destroy itself by banishing all doubts and 
removing all difficulties. But that day is not 
yet. Here is, for example, the question of the 
relation of municipalism to Socialism ; the extent 
to which municipalism may be regarded as the 
John the Baptist of Socialism. John, you may 
remember, prepared the way of the Lord. Does 
municipalism do the same for Socialism? If 
not, why not? TI suggest a few observations 
upon the limits of municipalism would be help- 
ful. There are many doubts and considerable 
difficulties existent upon the subject. Please 
dispel the one and remove the other so that we 
may rejoice in the fulness of knowledge where 
to-day we ponder in perplexity.” 
0 0 Oo 


| 


actuality. It might then be an_ interesting 
question whether such an extension of muni- 


| cipal enterprise would greatly benefit the work- 
' Ing-class so long as the capitalist svstem obtained 


{ 
| 


/ an factory, railroad, or mine. 


It is presumable 
that so long as the capitalist system obtained 


| in those - the most staple tdustries in England 


the wage of the worker would be determined 
by the average cost of his subsistence, and that 
his standard of subsistence would be kept at a 
very low level by the growing competition of 


| 
| his unemployed fellow workers. 
| 
} 


Oo Oo O 


| In the condition of things which obtains to- 
| day the problem is different. Here we have the 


| favourable in other directions to its extension 


| class. In seeking for municipal control and 


| working-class who are most eager. 
0 O oO 


| The people who stand to benefit. most by 
| municipalism are usually the ground landlord 
, and the capitalists who find in the economy 
| brought into the public and other services a 
' means of reducing their taxation, or of securing 
~more than compensation for their taxation in a 
| cheapening of transit of their goods. The muni- 
' cipalisation of the tramways has hastened the 
| tendency of centralising the factories and ware- 
| houses in the centres of the cities and the creat- 
| value of the land upon which the suburb is built. 
| 0 0 O 

We see the landlords benefit not only in jerry- 
| built suburbia, but in the creation of open spaces. 
, Landlords have, indeed, been known to present 


The letter | fact that municipal enterprise is limited to 
considerable extent, and that the conditions 


ing of suburbs at the termini, with increased | 


And the Editor, his voice insistent asa cur. . the ground for a garden to the municipality to | 
, be laid out and maintained by the latter, while | 
ignorant one, “* Economicus not to exceed. two | the house property facing this open space has | Stanparp have pleasure in announcing that 
| gone up out of all proportion to the building | they have in course of translation. ay will 


tain lecture, punctuates upon your letter, most 


columns !” 

0 O 0 

The Socialist claims for his Socialism that its 

advent as the basis of Society means inter alia 
the reorganisation of all industrial operations. 
The application of collective and combined 
effort to every sphere of industrial life with, at 
the same time, the elimination of all useless 
labour and the greatest economy of man’s activ- 
ity consistent with the satisfaction of the greatest 
measure of his needs, must follow upon the 
realisation of Socialism. 

0 0 0 

Of those industries some are essentially local, 

some national, and some international, and the 
mode of organisation will probably depend upon 
the actual conditions obtaining in the industrv. 
The railways and the steamships of the Socialist 
regime will be organised upon an international 
basis, whilst the bakeries and local food supply 
will be, at first, municipal concerns. When the 
methods of transit are revolutionised by the 
electrification, monotrailification, ete., of the rail- 
ways, and Manchester is two hours journey from 
London, these things will be altered. 

0 0 O | 


So, too, we must leave out of consideration 
the suggested devolution of our large towns, 
and the transmission of force from various river 
and tidal centres to be applied locally. The 
powers of man in the future over the forces of 
natureare not only unknown, but inconceivable 
tous. And it is these powers which determine 
man’s methods of satisfying his wants, and 
through his methods of satisfying his wants 
the form of the society for the time being. ) 
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| value of the gift. We have every admiration 
| for the business capacity of the capitalist who 
_ nakes profit even from his philanthropy. 

0 0 0 


We find again that the Chambers of Com- 
_mnerce- the apotheosis of local capitalisin 

| favour municipalism. ‘The municipalising of 
| the bakeries, or of the milk-shops, means a 
| greater chance of pure bread and pure milk to 
' those who are able to buy those commodities, 
_and purer food means. the quantity remaining 
_the same —increased efficiency. The worker 
; becomes a more capable worker, a better wage- 
| slave, a source of greater profit to the capitalist. 
Oo 0 O 


Iam convined then that the municipalisation 
| Of local services is desired more by capitalists 
/and traders than it is by workers. That while 

perhaps ensuring purer food substances to the 
| worker, it would not enhance ‘his power of pur- 

chasing those substances, and would even do 
him harm, inasmuch as it made him a more 
} ecient worker and enabled fewer of him to 
' turn out the same quantiy of Commodities, thus 
_ accentuating the unemployed evil. 
| Its educational value, upon which certain 
} municipalists lay stress, is no greater than the 
| educational value of the trast or the limited 


liability company. In each of the latter the worker | 
by his co-operation turns out commodities for | 


} 
| 


_the market under the management of men of 
| his own class, and the municipal worker would 
do nothing more. Such municipalised industry 

8 as essentially capitalist as is the privately 
' owned monopoly. 


‘ 
3 
At the same time while municipalism is of 
no material advantage to the working-class in 
improving their position, the Socialist must needs 
| point out the necessity of wresting all indus- 
| tries from the power of the capitalist. He must 
show that everywhere free competition developes 
into monopoly as its logieal conclusion. and that 
| monopoly can only cease when the whole of the 
| powers of production belong to the whole of the 
| people. 
_ The men to whom an appeal to municipalise 
is made are the same men to whom an appeal 
| Is to be made to socialise. Any attempt to dis- 
) soclate the industries which are local from those 
| which are national is an attempt to divorce two 
| parts of a question which are, so far as Socialist 
propaganda is concerned, necessarily united. 
| Such attempts are reactionary. So also are the 
parties or organisations which make them. 
0 0 O 


I trust that, so far as the space at my disposal 
would permit, I have made myself ¢lear, and 


| that the difficulties of my ignorant friend have 


flown. What is to be remembered is that Social- 
isin must affect every phase of men’s lives, and 
every phase of methods whereby they maintain 
themselves in life. It is the frittering away of 
their powers in the advocacy of reforms which 
it'is to the interest of opponents of Socialism 
to grant that we must attribute the comparative 
weakness of the forces of Socialism in this coun- 
try. W. T. Stead in this month's Reriew of 
Reriews complains of the scientist who displays 
more interest in the insects which infest the 
abdomen of a flea than in the vital interests 
which tell for the improvement of humanity. 
In the same way we have to complain of the 
men who, wishing to climb the four-feet wal] 
which divides Socialism from Capitalism, com-’ 
meuce by manufacturing a thirty-feet ladder. 
0 0 oO 


The best way to economise your efforts and 
make your work for Socialism most effective is 
to jon THe Soctanist Party or Great Briraty 
and work uncompromisingly towards the goal 
of the conscious and unconscious efforts. of 
humanity. All desiring fuller information as 
to our Party should apply to our General 


| Secretary, and any of my readers who may 


| 
| 


Jom it may expect a hearty welcome from 
that humblest (1 had almost written ablest) 
of its members ecoNoMIcts. 


Se ee 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The Editorial Committee of Tue SOCIALIST 


shortly publish, the famous 
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BY 


KARL KAUTSKY. 
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| perceptibly growing power, we send fraternal ) | 
| greetings to our comrades the world over and | donea wicked thing, or, with the idea generally 
' record anew our unwavering determination to | 

| prosecute relentless war against all the forcesof | nothing to alienate public sympathy. 


capitalism jin whatever guise they come ; against 
working-class oppression, against obscurantism 
and sectionalism and all that makes for work- 
ing-class delusion and impotency ; to keep in 


_ the forefront of our advance the red flag under 


which the workers of all nations must marshal 


' themselves if they would win to their freedom ; 


to keep that flag unfurled and aloft and boldly 


emblazoned with the object of our mighty mis- | 
_ sion apd to lower it never; to march by the 
' undeviating road that leads direct to the goal 


of our desire, turning neither to the right hand 


' nor to the left to curry favour with ignorance or 
_ to secure place and power at the cost of prin- 
vertisements | Ciple-- to do, in brief, all that men may to edu- 
_ cate and organize the working-class against the 


* | day when the germ of destruction imherent in 


The Socialist Standard, 


_ the capitalist mode of production, shall have 
| rotted the heart of capitalism itself and broken 


| down the social superstructure erected upon it, 


SATURDAY, AUG. 5, 1900. 


YEAR ONE OF “THE SOCIALIST 
STANDARD.” 


Wits this number we achieve the completion of 


: 


our first volume and the first year of our exist- | 


ence. We have gone the round of the seasons, | 


we have successfully negotiated the initial difh- 
culties always attendant upon the issue of a new 
paper, and we have settled down to our work as 
the literary mouthpiece of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain with any tremors on the score of 
our ability to keep on which a few of us may 
have started out with, at rest. 

When we remember the number of journals 
appealing toa far greater constituency than we, 
unfortunately, can hope to affect for many a day, 
journals with a financial backing almost fabu- 
lous by contrast with our puny revenue, yet 
which have succumbed to the pressure of ad- 


to the end that they may the more readily and 
surely enter into their heritage. 


ee eee 


THE DECAY OF SOCIALISM. 

Mr. Keir Hanrnie is reported as having said in 
the Berlin “Sozialistische Monats-Hefts”’ that 
“In England Socialism appears to be a decay- 
ing force. Even the working men can scarcely 
be said to believe in its doctrines.” This may or 
may not represent the view Mr. Keir Hardie in- 


tended to convey, but it is easily conceivable | 


that the man who would render lip homage to 
the ‘‘obsolete Marxian dogma” of the class 


struggle which he repudiates at home —in order | 


to secure admission to the councils of the inter- 
national working-class assembled in Conference, 
would also endeavour to represent that Socialism 


Press which here in England he is interested to 
hail as the exact opposite. Mr. Hardie seems to 


| 
| as a decaying force through the Continental 
| 


be either a much misunderstood person, or a | 


| person playing a double game. 


verse circumstances probably not greater than | 
those we have combatted, we are conscious of a | 


not unpardonable feeling of satisfaction and 


elation at the results of our year’s work—a satis- | 


faction and elation that we have good reason for 
knowing is far from being shared by those who 
so confidently anticipated the early demise of 
the Party that came into existence as a protest 
against their defamation of the name of Social- 
ism. We refer, of course, to those pseudo- 
Socialist organizations—particularly the Social- 
Democratic Federation— which, by compromise 
with capitalist parties and by pandering to 
working-class ignorance make such material 
contribution to working-class division and con- 
fusion. The advent of our little journal killed 


the hope they entertained of the speedy dissolu- _ 


tion of the Party, and they will, we conjecture, 
regard the celebration of our first birthday with 
feelings that will not be improved by the know- 
ledge that the Party’s literary offspring is a 
sturdy, robust youngster who has already inter- 
vened in English working-class affairs with 


marked effect and whose voice has penetrated if | 


not to the uttermost parts of the earth, at least to 
those parts where any Socialist movement exists 
and who has succeeded, therefore, in giving wide 
circulation to the strong, plain case The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain has made out in justifi- 
cation of the attitude it has adopted. 

To-day, with confidence in the correctness of 
our position and enthusiasm for the great cause 
we champion, unabated, strong in the strength 
that comes of the knowledge of our stability and 


a 
HEROISM OR IMBECILITY ? 


miners 


“To no section of the industrious working- | 
class are we under deeper obligation than tothe | 
The Kingdom and Empire | 
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_ ation Board, under the impression that they have 


fostered by their leaders, that they must do 


‘Heroes’ they are when they suffer suffoca- 


tion without protest ; endure hardships without 


complaint. “ Bulwarks of the Empire” they, 


when they return to work without hesitation 


! even while their comrades’ mutilated bodies are 


| being brought out of the bowels of the earth. 
| But let them organize for some amelioration in 
what is ironically designated their ‘lot’ and 
thev are scum to be flouted or children to be 
wheedled or dogs to be shot as at Featherstone 
| —shot ruthlessly, unhesitatingly, with the cal- 
| culated approval of capitalist hacks misnamed 
| Labour Leaders who, having mounted to pos- 
_ ition upon working-class backs, betray the trust 
| and sell the interest. confided to their keeping. 
| The line between working-class heroism and 
| working-class imbecility is, in the eyes of cap- 
| italism, thin indeed. And seeing that, however 
| small the demand, capitalist good opinion (the 
| preservation of which to the unenlightened 
| working-class mind is so important) is alienated ; 
however feeble the protest capitalist love is 
| turned into hate, capitalist bullets take the place 
| of capitalist benevolence, it does seem to the 
| casual observer that workers in the mine and 
factory stand to lose nothing by increasing their 
demand from the present absurdly ineffectual 
ha’penny or penny an hour advance in wages or 
the establishment of the status quo ante Farwell, 
to the demand for the full result of their labour 
| and the abolition of an altogether useless and 
unnecessary capitalist class. 


—— 


WHY PRAY? 

“There is a lamentable increase in the num- 
ber of those who are only casually employed and 
the difficulty is increasing every year for elderly 
and even middle-aged men to obtain work. . . 
God help the labouring man when he gets old.” 
| Tavs Mr. Thomas Holmes, one of the best 
| known of police court missionaries. But for that 
_ matter God help the labouring man when he is 
| young. And God help the labouring man’s wife 
| and the labouring man’s children whether the 
_ labouring man be young or old. If God can help 
he may as well help all who require it, and if ab- 
ject want justifies helpful intervention, then 
many a million of the working-class of any 
and all ages of this and other countries have 


qualified. ; 
So we might pray if prayers could avail. But 


of which it is the heart, owe much to Welsh , Mr. Holmes has been appealing to his God for 


coal. . 


display .. . 


indignation up to high heaven at the unutter- 
able selfishness that would reduce profits, and 
the crass stupidity whose insistent demands can 
only be satisfied at the risk of driving trade out 
of the country, that the workers in alarm cease | 
their agitation or reduce their request by one | 
half or (which amounts to the same thing) 


hasten to agree to the appointment of a concili- 


No deed of valour on the battletield 
can surpass the splendid but quiet and unos- | 
tentatious bravery which these rough workers 
” Yes, according to the capitalist | 
. press the whole world stands agog at the hero- | 
ism of the miner in times of catastrophe similar 
‘ to the recent explosion which took such a fear- 
ful toll of working-class life in a Welsh mine. | 
But let these same herves take a stand in order | 
to secure a few of the comforts of life to set off 
against the dreadful hazards that they daily face; 
let them organize to fight the capitalist class 
for some improvement in the unmitigated hard- 
ships of their condition ; let them so much as 
hint a threat against the liberty of their masters 
to take the whole product of mine labour less 
that diminishing quantity necessary to the main- 
tenance of the physical effectiveness of the miner, 
and this same Press will send such a howl of 


21 years. Before him countless multitudes 
raised their voices in supplicatory chorus to the 
| game supposititious personage in the same nebu- 
| lous region. “God help all poor folk” they 
cried, but God was deaf, or God was dumb, or 
God was impotent for no response came and has 
not to this day. So that the poor have tired of 
appealing and those only pray who desire a 
cheap salve for their souls and an easy road 
from a difficult position, or those. who, suffi- 
ciently educated to be conscious of their help- 
lessness, are not sufficiently educated to have 
severed themselves from beliefs of fetiches born 
in the childhood of the world. 

We are concerned that all poor folk should 
know why they are poor so that they may apply 
the remedy for their poverty which collectively 
they have the power to do. And the first thing 
they will appreciate in the day when they under- 
stand is, that neither gods nor devils nor heavens 
nor hells can help them into their own; that 
upon themselves and themselves alone must 
they rely for any change they may desire in the 
poverty that environs them, that eats into their 
lives and against which they protest and some- 
times actively rebel. They will understand then 
that prayers will not prevail against the robbery 
of which they are the victims; they will under- 
stand that they must work out their own salva- 
tion and achieve their own emancipation. Mr. 
Holmes must pray if he will. We know a more 


excellent way. 
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Palliatives and Practical Politics. 


SS 


AN INDICTMENT OF REFORW. 


——— 


WE are in the throes of another great agitation. 
The popular pulse has been quickened, the 
popular mind has been stirred. the popular 
spirit has revolted against the latest flout of the 
popular will and the popular fiat has gone forth 
in a yell of popular execration -* Death to the 
House of Lords! Death!” Wherefore all the 
forces of progress have formed up in fighting 
array; the progressive pulpit, the progressive 
press, the progressive politician, have all leaped 
to arms animated by one great popular principle, 


united in one great popular party, and have | 


gone forth with “ practical politics ” inseribed 
on their banners to do battle with the pallid 
peers or, parenthetically, perish in the process. 
For the “Over the Bridges” Tramway Bill, 
fashioned by the mediocrity of Spring Gardens, 
after many exhibitions of practical statesman- 
ship on the part of the L.C.C. M.P’s., has been 
incontinently kicked out of the House of Select 
Thieves after having passed 
THE HOUSE OF COMMON THIEVES 

by the casting vote of that momento of medie- 
valism, Mr. Speaker. 

Hence these tears. Hence these wild and 
whirling words. Hence this display of frenzied 
determination on the part of professional poli- 
ticians out of office, who, scenting the spoils 
from afar and calculating upon the short mem- 
ories of the working-class, have rushed into the 
public places of the land in an endeavour to 
create a popular turmoil that will assist them 
into position. 

How many of these great agitations for the 
same old and hoary object are contained in the 
memory that can compass the last 25 years ? 
And how many times have the working-class 
risen like gudgeons to the bait, only to find 
their energies wasted and their interests sold 
in the result ? 

As though the House of Lords mattered. As 
though it were not an institution built up upon 
the same system of 

WORKING-CLASS) SPOLIATION 


buttressed by working-class ignorance to which 
<an be directly traced all the economic evils 
that working-class flesh is heir to: an institu- 
tion that must go down with the system upon 
which it depends, before the pressure of an 
educated, well organised proletariat. 

The House of Lords, the Monarchy, the State 
Church and the rest are all so many embellish- 


ments of the capitalist system, so much embroid- | 


ery of the ugly basal fact. The destruction of 
such embroidery would not effect the working- 
class position in the smallest degree. The 
abolition of the House of Lords would not 
necessarily have effected the passing even of a 
trumpery Tramway Hill. If the measure was 
one that materially affected capitalist interests, 
in the event of the non-existence of the House 
of Lords, it would never have passed the House 


of Commons. As it is the House of Lords plays | 


the game of the capitalist members of the other 
House. The latter know that their titled con- 
freres can be relied upon to 
CONSERVE CAPITALIST INTERESTS, 
and therefore under some circumstances they 
will indulge in something that savours of work- 
ing-class legislation, and secure the kudos of 
enhanced political standing in the eves of a 
purblind people. In other words they succeed 
in conveying the idea that they are friends of 
the working-class, and so strengthen their posi- 
tion at the hustings what time their non-elective 
fellows in the House of Lords look after the 
swag. And then with tongue in cheek they 
conduct abolition of the House of Lords avrita- 
tions while the workers cheer them on. 
Well, the workers will cheer until they under- 
stand. And until they understand, that cheer 
is all the cheer they will get. But presently 


they will appreciate the fact that they are poor | 


and wretched because they are robbed. and thev 
will know that the ) 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
sit in the House of Lords and the House of 
Commons alike, and on both sides of both 


ROBBER CLASS 


Houses. 
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THE SOCIALIST 

There is no greater barrier to working-class 
emancipation therefore in the House of Lords 
than exists in the House of Commons. It makes 
no difference to the working-class whether their 
exploiter is the Lord Dudley or the plain Mr. 
Smith. Plain Mr. Aird was no less an exploiter 
than Sir John Aird now is. Consequently an 
educated and well organised proletariat would 
concentrate upon the central fact upon which 
all else depends, and the measare of their deter- 
mination will be the measure of the concessions 
they will obtain. Subsidiary obstacles to work- 
ing-class advance, such as the House of Peers 
IS supposed to be, will be removed by the capit- 
alist-class in the hope that the glamour that once 
magnified them into matters of importance in 
the eves of the working-class will still be suffi- 
ciently strong to dazzle their understanding and 
induce the belief that the capitalists are prepared 
to make large sacrifices for the benefit of their 
poor brethren of the lower orders. 

That is the position of Te Sociist Parry 
oF Great Beira, both in regard to 

POLITICAL REFORM AND SOCIAL REFORM. 


We hold, and can produce evidence ad nausinm 
to show, that to focus the working-class mind 
upon two or three or a dozen palliative propo- 
sals, simply plays the game and saves the face 
of the capitalist-class. Every palliative measure 
(when they are such) can be conceded toa work- 
ing-class so concentrated, without endangering 
the central position. Because,except the workers 
are class-conscious, they will, and do, treat such 
concessions as evidences of the friendliness and 
concern of capitalism for labour. The class 
position is, for a time at any rate, abandoned. 
The class struggle is obscured. That is the 
lesson that the: history of reform movements 
teaches. That is the reason, and the only justi- 
fication for, the existence of parties claiming to 
be Socialist. Moreover, and this point merits 
all the emphasis that can be applied to it, many 
of these palliatives are directly advantageous to 
capitalist interests. In such cases the workers 
are at 
THE DOUBLE DISADVANTAGE 


of being seduced from their class position and 
being the more easily manipulated as instru- 
ments of profit production, 

On the other hand, with the workers educated 
and organised on the basis of their class position 
and alive to the perennial, irreconcilable anta- 
gonism of interest existing between them and 
their exploiters, any palliative measure secured 
would mean the strengthening of their position 
and the facilitation of their advance. 

To the objection that the working-class are 
not prepared to assimilate the whole Socialist 
philosophy and must be brought along on the 
milk of reform before they can be fed on the 
strong meats of revolution, the answer is that 
tht comprehension of the simple facts of Social- 
ism involves no great mental exertion. Indeed, 
the absorption would have been an exceedingly 
siunple process for the normal person had not 
an army of half-loaf politicians and reformers 
with the baseless fear of the inability of the 
average mind to understand more than their 

POTTERING AND PATHETIC LITTLE FUTILITIES 
in their hearts, spread their wares like the ped- 
lars they were, before the untutored gaze of the 
workers. Honestly or otherwise ‘they manufac- 
tured a man of straw,a bogey, and having done 


so, called upon all good men concerned for the 


true advancement of the poor to scream with 
affright. And w this day honest and dishonest 
reformers and palliators have screamed and fled 
before the miserable straw-stuffed ethgyv they 
themselves created. 

Small wonder therefore that the workers. fed 
for so long upon the diluted wash that answered 
for mental food with propagators of procrastin- 
auuon, should regard with Suspicion the real 
and satisfying viands (to persist with the’ food 
simile) the Socialist offers them. 

Had it been otherwise, had the real causes of, 
and only remedy for, working-class poverty been 
preached clearly and consistently by those who 
knew the truth, we should have 


1 FAR DIFFERENT TALE 


to tell to-day. Our tale would have been of a 
rapidly growing and solidly welded working- 
class party such as few if any countries could 
excel, 

I repeat that the normal mind, cleared of the 


STANDARD. 


| 
| 
| 








| 
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confusion threat the dissemination of futilities 


has largely caused. can easily understand the 
sunple proposition that the poverty and tuisery 
Within their daily experience, is due to the facet 
that the wealth they create is not theirs: that 
tis not theirs because the land and machinery 
by the aid of whieh they have been enabled. to 
pre Muce and distribute wealth, are in the private 
Possession Of a Comparatively few pele that 
the non-possession of these mneans Of life (by and 
through which alone they can produce. the 
things necessary to their existence) reduces them 
to the necessity of selling the only thing they 
have their power to work to those ‘who do 
possess the means of life: that therefore they 
are themselves \ 

NOTHING BUT 
because they cannot diss «late themselves from 
the labour power which they sell) and are 
bought and sold as other commodities are bought 
and sold ; that just as the price of other articles 
Is determined by the supply of and the demand 
for those articles, so is the price of labour power 
determined ; that just as competition causes the 
Price of other articles to revolve about the cost 
of their manufacture, so does competition cause 
the price of labour power to revolve about the 
Cost of its manufacture (which is, of course, the 
cost of the keep of the worker and his family) ; 
that therefore the existence of the unemployed 
1S necessary to capitalist interests because while 
the market is flooded with labour, competition 
for work will keep the price of that labour 
(wages) low, and because if labour was scarce 
its price would rise, to the detriment of course, 
of profits; that therefore the capitalists, what- 
ever their professions, will never do aught to 
materially affect the unemployed problem. And 
finally and because of all this, 

THE ONLY REMEDY 


for working-class poverty and the unhappiness 
arising from it is the destruction of the system 
of the private ownership in the means of life 
upon which the whole evil rests, and the substi- 
tution of common ownership and control, that 
iS Ownership and control by the whole people, 
of those means. 

This, we claim, is simple enough for the way- 
faring man, though a fool, when his mind has 
been cleared of the stumbling blocks assiduously 
created by the agents of the capitalist-class, 
acting in that capacity unconsciously or delib- 
erately. Among these agents we include of 
necessity 

REFORMERS AND HALF-LOAFERS 


and all others who by act or word contribute to 
working-class confusion because they, in so 
doing, are buttressing the capitalist system 
which depends upon working-class ignorance. 

And that is briefly the explanation of the 
clause in our Declaration of Pri nciples (at which 
so many cavil) which savs that we are in Oppo- 
sition to all other political parties, whether 
avowed capitalist or alleged labour, because all 
as we shew—as we have shown. (see the Mani- 
festo of Tur Soctauist Party or Grear Britary, 
just published) contribute in act or word or 
both to working-class confusion. 

Therefore are we opposed to farcical anti- 
House-of-Lords agitations and the like. 


COMMODITIES 


WE PREACH THE CLASS WAR, 
We show that the capitalist as such can never 
have interests in harmony with the worker as 
such. We hold up Socialism as the only hope 
of the workers. We urge the futility of pallia- 
tives (except to the class-conscivus worker) 
while the central fact remains unaffected. We 
refuse to be scared by the wretched hogey which 
reformers have created. We are out to keep the 
issues Clear as a pike. We preach Socialism 
we, THe Soctauisr Parry of Great Brera. 
Atec. J. Mo Gray. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ne 


H.W. P (Birmingham).- The words used bv Lansbury 
at the 1896 Conference were, Any few men and 
Wolnlen Can run an OFevabisatlon it plenty vl money 
istound, butit requires a principle anda real stead- 
fast belief in principle to inake a man or woman 
sacrifice both time and money tor a4 movement 
which, in the main, is tor the benetit of those who 
willinherit the future.’ But that was before the 
S.D EF. admitted aristocrats to 
membership, and devoted its energies to the estab- 
lishment of “bob-a-nob’ 


pro-monarchial 


} ' 
bout clubs 





| clase-struggle cannot be abandoned because a 





CORRESPONDENCE. | 


Correspondents must be brief. 
Communications must be authenticated by nameand | 


address of writer and written on one side of the paper 


only. 
The writers ONLY are responsible for the wiews 


expressed. 


A USEFUL LETTER. 


The following letter, typical of the confusion 
that unfortunately exists, we the more gladly 
publish in full since it provides the post whereon 
to nail a common misapprehension of our | 
position. 

Larkfield, Chilbolton, 
Stockbridge, Hants. 
9/7/05. 
Sirs, eC 
past I beg to state that except asa purely pro- 


existence of your party or for believing in its | 


successful growth. 
as well be dropped by you, as [ am sure none 


- except by a majority of class-conscious Socialists 
—and that means waiting until the revolution 
shall be accomplished. Should any of your 
party be elected to administrative bodies they 
would, in order to justify their election, be 
morally bound to sit upon committees and dis- 
cuss questions and administer affairs of the 

resent day—of capitalist society—and that 
would be helping to carry on the capitalist 
B 

Reforms, of any sort, I gather from your 
paper, are not to be touched. No reform can be 
initiated; no new principle or statute enacted 
under capitalism that will be of use for any 


Invention and mechanical progress should be 
deprecated upon the same ground. 

Sections of the population are physically rot- 
ten and rotting. ‘lo make them sound and 
healthy would, you say, but make them fitter 


let them die out! That oe : 
mage ares, Miereiny | of toil side by side with greater unemployiment, 


they might also become more intelligent, men- | 


tally and morally sturdy, and politically apt, 


matters not. 
The whole of your teaching may, in fact, be 


summed up as “ Preach economic considerations | 


as the «ole factor in social development, and 
wait until the crash comes!” As for your 
objurgations against the S.D.F. and its fall- 
ing away from councils of perfection, however 
maddening and regrettable such things are lam 
sceptical myself of their ever being eliminated 
from political life. 
Yours truly, 
G. FOSTER. 

With a most amusing assurance our corres- 
pondent tells us we may as well cease to exist as 
a political party because, forsooth, he can see no 
reason for our existence. 

Let us help him. 

Though he rightly apprehends that candi- 
dates of the S.P.G.13. would not care to be elected 
except by a majority of class-conscious votes, 
yet he couples with it the strange assertion that 
this “means waiting until the revolution shall 
be accomplished ”! Our friend evidently im- 
agines that the revolution will be brouglit about 
by a class-unconscious proletariat! that Social- 
ism will come upon the workers unawares, “‘ like 
a thief in the night”! 

Such a position can only be honestly beld 
by those ignorant of the meaning of the class- 
struggle; for if the workers are kept ignor- 
ant of their true aim, and of the fact that there 
is a class struggle, how can they be expected 
to fight for Socialism against the master class 
when the moment of decisive and energetic 
action comes ? 

A polittcal party that begs votes and support 
for anything but Socialism, that neglects to 
organise the workers for the class-struggle, that 
fails to bring about the revolution in the minds 
of the working-class that must necessarily pre- 
cede the political revolution, such a party at such 
a time, will be as a bubble burst. 

‘Elected to administrative bodies the candi- 
dates of the Socialist Party would have to sit in 
permanent opposition to the capitalist party, for, 
novel as it may seem to our correspondent, the 


| administrative bodies. 


not advocate, but he fails to see that reforms 


the Socialist working-class hold the political 


Having read your party organ for months | 
| begging policy of the reform parties is both con- 


pagandist body I can see no reason for the | 
Parliamentary action may | 


of your candidates would care to be elected | yet he says ‘‘ Invention and mechanical progress 


| like labour, a labour doomed to be fruitless 


| tion, dispense by the aid of machines with an | 
| increasing proportion of wage-workers, who, in | 
| turn, are compelled to intensify competition on | 
‘ he wa 

the labour market, and so decrease the wages Sse Divectory-on page's, 


| ever increasing deterioration of the working- 
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| class consciously organised. Obviously, then, to 
few representatives get into Parliament. Genuine | ‘ wait until the crash comes "’ may be the policy 
working-class representatives must carry on the | of reform pedlars, but is decidedly not the policy 
fight for working-class interests and the abol- | of Tue Socauist Party or Great Brrraix. Our 
ition of capitalism, inside as well as outside the .. work is to assist economic pressure in making 
Socialists, and to organise these into the army 
of emancipation. The seed must be sown before 
| the harvest can be reaped; and propaganda of 
| Scientific Socialism is as essential to the exist- 
/ence of a powerful, class-conscious political 
party of the workers as the latter is to the estab- 

| lishment of Socialism. 
We can understand our friend's objection to 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


Reforms, our correspondent gathers, we do 


are no concern of ours, since, until the Socialists 
are in the majority, we shall only get what the 
capitalist-class care to give us; whilst, when 


power, then we shall have Socialism. Nor this 
alone, for since no concession worthy the name | criticism of the S.D.F., since his unscientific 
was ever made to a subject clas: except through | position is their position. ‘The question, however, 
fear, the revolutionary method is also, all along | is not that the S.D.F. contains an amount of 


_ the line, the most effective way to obtain even | corruption that may or may not be common 


such reforms as are possible; for they will be 
_ thrown to the workers by the ruling class | has becomea mere penny-wise and pound-foolish 


' through fear of the revolutionary movenient, and 


_ among political parties, but that that organisation 


_ reform party, anxious to catch votes under any 
| pretext, contributing materially to the confusion 
| of issues on the political field, and no longer an 
| Instrument in the education and organisation 
| of the working-class in their historic mission. 
It has become an obstacle to the growth of a 
_ revolutionary working-class party and therefore 
inust go. 
should be deprecated on the same ground”! | The paramount necessity for the existence of 
That argument, surely, may only be applied to | Tae Soctatist Pamy or Great Brrrais should 
those parties organised for the patching up of | now be clear. It is to form the effective instru- 
capitalist society. We, however, decline to urge | ment for the emancipation of the workers from 
the working-class to undertake such Sisyphus- | capitalist domination and to educate and organ- 
ise the class-conscious army that must aid in 
the birth of the society of to-morrow. 
| If our correspondent. will ponder these facts 
carefully, and persist with his regular perusal 
of ‘THE Socrauist Stanparp, we have little doubt 
| that he will presently understand the position 
a little better than at present he appears to do. 
. THe EpitortaL ComMitree. 


in a vain attempt to attract support from the 
revolutionary party of the workers. The crumb- 


temptible and hopeless. 
Our friend, however, is strangely muddled, 
for while he says we do not advocate reforms, 


while the capitalist-class.own and control the 
instruments of labour. Mechanical progress is 
not the enemy. The enemy is the class which 
controls and uses it against the workers. 

Our correspondent fulminates because, in his 
ignorance, he imagines that we wish the grow- 
ing physical deterioration of the working-class | 
tocontinue. Not so, we are working for its end. 


but the capitalist-class or the capitalist system. | Let us see whe is going about it the better way. nee = 


The capitalist-class, ever cheapening produc- | 


NOTELETS. 


-0:——— 


The East Ham Branch has been formed. 


| 


of those in work. ‘Thus we get increased intensity 


* * 
| F. E. Dawins, Sec. N.W. Ham Branch L.L.P., 
, and Organising Sec. Ilford Socialist Party, has 
resigned these bodies to join the S.P.G.B. 

* 


and ever spreading poverty, resulting in an 


. class. ‘The wages system is, then, the direct cause | 


| of the physical deterioration of the working- | * * 
He will join Romford Division Branch. This 


branch has also enrolled Barnett and N. Turner, 
whom South London Comrades will remember 
in connection with the Southwark and Lambeth 
S.D.F. up to eighteen years ago. 

Fe 


class. ‘The capitalist being interested in cheap | 
production will, so long as be controls adminis- | 

tration, refuse to permit anything that cuts at | 
his profits, whilst with international competition | 
he could not if he would. Whatever measure | 
is to the interests of the ruling class they may | 
safely be left to obtain ; but they cannot arrest 
the physical deterioration of the workers with- 
out committing social suicide, for its cause lies 


* 

“In high S.D.F. quarters we hear of ‘not 
unsuccessful philanthropy, we are told we must 
| preserve the monarchy, Alfonso is patted on the 
in capitalist exploitation itself. | back, and some of us remember old times and 

More or less hypocritical efforts to rescue | rather wonder” says Herbert Burrows in Justice. 
handfuls of the workers from this degradation oe 
will no doubt be made as sops to Cerberus ; but Some of us remember old times and rather 
the amount of degradation must inevitably in- | feel inclined to weep. But we don't; we join 
crease much faster than it can be remedied, | the S.P.G.B. and work. 
for, while capitalism endures, the cause still | o%s 
ey unchecked. _ | The S.D.F. have issued a manifesto on War, 

na certain asylum it is ope of the tests of | Ww . : 

vai SErSnnay | . aste and Corruption. No one questions their 
sanity to give the patient a ladle and tell him to : | 

wey re s . qualfications to deal with the last named, but 

empty a tank into which water is running Nee Wid tharase welwe! Te Vat dns He 
fiercely fromatap. If the patient has sense | ™ 4 a % er 8 " ng Be i, BAe i) 
enough to turn off the tap he is judged sane; | '"©™ A 
if, however, he endeavours to bail out the tank 
without doing so, his discharge is deferred. We 
are sadly afraid that our correspondent would 
not pass the test, for he would have us with- 
draw our energies from the abolition of the root 
cause of degeneration in order to make futile | 
attempts to bail out effects while the tap of 
capitalist exploitation, is still flooding us. 

Our critic assures us that he has been a 
reader of ‘THE Soctauist Staxparp for months 
past, yet a perusal of the Declaration of Princi- 
ples appearing in each number must. plainly 
show the nonsense of his pretended summary 
of our teaching. 

Kceonomic conditions form the basis of social 
development, and give rise to the class-struggle, a 
factor that our friend appears to ignore. It is 
inevitable that economic development will bring 
things to a crisis, but whether from out of this 
ersis will arise the Socialist Commonwealth 
depends upon whether sufficient of the working- 
class have been made Soctalists, and have been 


* + 

On the back of it they say: ‘‘If you are dis- 
gusted with present-day politics, join the S.D.F."’ 
Their present-day politics compelied many of 


us to leave. 
& 


t * 

Of course, the fact that the S.D.F. invites 
those who are merely *‘ disgusted with present- 
day politics ”’ to join accounts for their unsound- 
ness and lack of definite policy. 

it 


: +  * 
Addressing a meeting at’ Redruth in support 
of the candidature of Councillor J. Jones, Mr. 
J. P. Lloyd, S.D.F., was interrupted with ‘* That's 
all bluff.”  ‘ Never mind about bluff,” said 
J.P.L., “ Fou're going to have a lot of it before 
I've done.” 
«+ 
No doubt. But you can bluff some of the 
people all the time, you can bluff all the people 
some of the time, but you cannot bluff all the 
people all of the time. 


August 5th, 1905. 
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BOOKS AND BOOKLETS. 


— 0: ———_— 


ON POLITICAL COWARDICE. ‘ 
“The Labour Party.” By J. Rawsey Macponatp, 
Secretary to the Labour Representation 
Commiattee. 

, —— 


Ovr objections to this brochure start on the | 


front page of the cover and multiply in the 
proportion of about ten objections per page to 


the finish. It purports to deal with the Labour | 


Party. Asa matter of fact it deals exclusively 
with the Labour Representation Committee — 
avery different matter. It is conceivable that the 
Labour Party may presently embrace the com- 
ponents of the L.R.C.. but no Labour Party 
could embrace the L.R.C. itself, as that unhappy 
body is understood to-day. : 

Moreover the pamphlet is not even an explan- 
ation of the position of the L.R.C. It is an 
endeavour—-and a laboured endeavour at that 
—to justify the existence of a body with neither 
principles nor programme, and with only the 


| alist politicians, aided by reformers and pseudo- , 


most nebulous of objects to be reached by the | 


most ill-defined of methods. And although 
{vide a certain “labour” journal scribe) it is 
the ‘dark eyed inscrutable” secretary of the 
L.R.C. himself who essays the justification, we 
confess to not being greatly awed by his effort. 

The impression the writer has succeeded in 
conveying is that of a man deliberately weaving 
words into an inscrutable (inscrutable seems a 
very apt word here) pattern in order that the 
real matter for consideration may be obscured, 
atthe same time that the idea is fostered that 
the writer is an exceedingly honest person whose 
one desire is to lay bare the whole truth. 

The Labour Party, we learn, comes “ to deal 
mainly with the social condition of the people. 
A never-ending industrial conflict which neces- 
sitates standing armies of Capital and Labour, 
which drags into its heated and noisy vortex 
Press and Pulpit, Lawcourt and Parliament, 
and which throws out a constant stream of 
maimed and wounded and shattered humanity ” 
—which fora prominent member of an organisa- 
tion that repudiates the class struggle as ‘an 
obsolete Marxian dogma” is, to say the least of it, 
a noteworthy pronouncement. It is alsoatrue one. 

Very well. Now how is it proposed that this 
problem should be dealt with ? Mr. Maedonald’s 
Labour Party has no programme. We have this 
Labour Party therefore coming to deal with the 
social condition of the people without an idea 


| Sunday mornings good meetings have been held. 
| This spot must have persistent attention if the 


oes Sele to be incorporated into a | 
p 


tangible proposal as to how it will proceed. 
Here is a position bordering on the grotesque, 
and here Mr. Macdonald displays with marked 
ability his capacity for word-spinning. The 
Labour Party, he says, “las refused to compile 
a programme for the very sufficient reason that 


a party is not created upon a programme but | 


upon a point of view.”’ 

And what is a point of view ? 

Is it not the standpoint from which cer- 
tain problems—in this case the social pro- 
blem—are regarded ? How then does the L.R.C. 
regard the social problem which Mr. Macdonald 
says it comes to deal with ? 
of view? And the answer is that the point of 
view is not yet formulated! So that the L.R.C. 
comes into existence without a definitely ascer- 


tained point of view, to deal with problems that | 
* * . . 7 * * | bd 
| of his utter inability to meet the criticism | stand that the statement involved the admission 


it gives indication of understanding, by methods 

it is not necessary (because it is not possible) to 

set out. 
es 


ee | 


Mr. Macdonald is not strong enough to write | 
what is obvious to any but the most casual of | 


observers, viz., that the L.R.C. is an organisation 


held together by no stronger tie than the desire | 
of Trade Union officials and leaders of impecu- — 


nious “Labour” parties, to secure political 


positions, and that it must fall to pieces directly | 
it has sufficient honesty or intelligence to at- | 


tempt to formulate a programme that shall 


definitely express its attitude toward the social | 
problem with which it comes to deal, for the | 


very suthcient reason that the great majority of 


the members of the various unions affliated do | 


not understand their position, and are still held 


in bondage by the political fetiches they have 


worshipped in their ignorance from their youth 


up. Consequently any move that might be | 


made—and that must be made if the working- 


What is its point | 


“ Parties are not built up on pro- | 


| astrous, Mr. Macdonald knows this very well, but 
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class are to deal with the social problem- will | ISLINGTON ; 
nnmediatly come into sharp conflict withthewor- | IN. Finsbury Park “the happy huntin ¢ ground 
ship of the fetiches, and the result would be dis- | of quack theorists and freak chowmen, ranging 
from the riddlers of perpetualism to the riddlers 
of Sissle, Frissle, and Frvers of the soul in tor- 
ment,” we have carried on our propaganda of 
discontent with and revolt against waye-slavery 


he may not admit it without conceding the ac- 
curacy of the indictment of political impotency 
which we of the S.P.G.B. bring against the 
LRG. So that he is r ‘e alki “apitalis “Ls ‘tele 
eos a be i is reduced to talking round | and capitalist profit-squeezing. Whilst having 
8 SU ye Ww - the palpable intention of cov- | Opposition from and debate with representatives 
ering the weakness ¢ iti Ihe Tory tri 
Te * e yf his poe of both Liberal and Fors tricksters, we have 
pamphlet to us, therefore, has been | practically given the “order of the boot” to 
wrongly named. It should have been described | those pseudo-Socialists, who, after many vears of 
‘ . 3h ? at) = ' ! oan is : eee 
as an essay on political cowardice. A.J.M.G. | vain effort, have had to quit the field. ~All the 
pees eee me ital) tps ’ ate ; ; 
| capitalist champions and political fakers have 


FROM OUR BRANCHES strutted up nobly week after week to defend 


their “honorable” and “ religious” svstem of 
PECKHAM. 


pauper-making, and to quash this (small?) party 
_ PE [AN | of straight hitters and straight thinkers. We 
Peckuas and adjoining districts were once de- 

scribed officially as “a huge dormitory.” The 


are desirous not so much of vanquisning our 
observation contained more truth than it was 


platform opponents, as to win the working-class 
intended to convey. To awaken the workers out 


by logic, reason, and common, sense to 4 con- 
of the slumber of hopeless apathy which capit- | 


| 


sclousness of their position in this class-struggle 
mS veo) to swell the ranks of the S.P.G_B. 
list p i The harvest is great and the lal : id 
Socialists, have induced, we of the Peckham | Our audiences have fated from 200 40 800 
Branch are advocating the principles of the > in Finsbury Park, while the interest manifested 
near approaching social revolution, especially | at our Wednesday night meetings at Highbury 
by insisting on the necessity of a clear recog- | corner, gives us great encouragement. | Other 
nition of the class-war, in working-class poli- | branches please note that our one endeavour is 
tical action, in practice as well as in theory. If | to be the strongest branch of the Party both 
in the determined pursuit of the object we have numerically and financially, and to capture the 
before us we have been compelled to regard and | ‘ Northern Heights” of London for Socialism 
to treat as opponents the speakers of the S.D.F., | and the S.P.G-B. * Forwarp,”’ 
the LL.P., and the L.R.C. or other persons , 
aggrieved, let them understand that we never 
shall cease to oppose them so long as they con- 
tinue to obscure the plain teaching of Socialism 
that the political ascendancy of the working- 
class is the prime condition of working-class 
emancipation, or even of the alleviation of the 
miseries suffered by the workers. 

Meetings have been held at Elm Grove on 
Thursday evenings when speakers were avail- 
able, otherwise we have attended the meetings | 
of the local ‘Trades and Labour Council, and 
effectively elucidated the class-war principle by 
means of questions and criticism. ‘I'he meetings 
of the S.1).F. have also been attended with the 
same object, notwithstanding unsuccessful at- 
tempts in this quarter to prevent criticism by 
the S.P.G.B. ; 


ee ee 


WATFORD. 
Ix reply to numerous enquiries (kind and 
otherwise) I beg to state that Watford stands 
pretty much where it did and the Watford 
Branch is moderately well, thank you. Not 
very strong, perhaps, as men count strength 
| (ue., by the number of heads that can be 
paraded), but strong enough to keep in good 
evidence through the medium of public meetings 
of our own and others, —the latter providing us 
with opportunity for awkward question asking 
of which we gladly avail ourselves. Indeed, i 
awkward do these questions appear to be that 
speakers on platforms which were once claimed 
to be “free,” are fearful of dealing with them 
(although they are intimately connected with 
the subject matter of their addresses) preferring 
rather to take the damaging course of refusing 
to answer. Thus it will interest many to know 
that Mr. Daniel Irving, S.D.F., declined to reply 
on the ground that he knew the questioner (who 
happened to be Comrade Fitzgerald) so that we 
were reduced to fetching a platform of our own 
out and addressing a large audience from that. 
Mr. Glossop, 8.D.F., questioned on the subject 
i OUnary ( of the help his organisation has given to capit- 
impossiblism”’ could beapplied to the wretched | alist candidates, replied that he was prepared 
reform propaganda upheld by the S.D.F. speak- | to support “ Masterman, Dan Leno, or any Mélioe 
ers here. Large and successful meetings on | fool against a scoundrel like Rutherford Harris.” 
Peckham Rye on Sunday evenings have to be | Thereafter, with the connivance of his chairman 
recorded. The sustained interest shown at these | (a local character afflicted with hysteria) he 
gatherings proves how the straightforward | declined to deal with the matter further, or to 
exposition of revolutionary Socialism by our | discuss in public the unhappy position to which 
speakers is better understood than the delusive | his organisation has brought itself, notwith- 
* palliation propaganda. | standing that he was appealing to his audience 
On June 27th several members attended a ; to join that organisation. ‘hey do not they 
lecture on Labour Representation by Mr. J. J. | Say, propose to wash their dirty linen in public 
Stephenson (treasurer, L.R.C.). According to ; failing to see that a public organisation en 
Mr. Stephenson, the election of Messrs. Crooks | wash its dirty linen in private only at the ex- 
and Shackleton foreshadows the coming triumph | pence of any reputation for honesty and straight 
of Labour in Parliament. Evidently conscious | forwardness they may have, and failing to under- 


“Let truth and error grapple” | 
is evidently no motto of the S.D.F., or why 
should they be so particularly anxious to avoid 


opposition? At the Kennington Triangle on 


mischievous advocacy of nostrums, based on the 
assumption that the capitalist-class may be per- 
suaded to legislate itself into political oblivion, 
is to be counteracted. No more fitting term than 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


offered, this protagonist of Labour evaded the | of the dirty linen’s existence, which hitherto 
points raised by deliberately bantering and irri- | they have been concerned to strenuously deny 
tating those who disagreed with him. We have | —- However, the editorial in junction (forcefully 
publicly challenged Mr. Stephenson to debate, | imposed) is that brevity should be the first law 
under conditions in which his discreditable | of branch reporters. Therefore I cannot give 
tactics will not enable him to conceal the signi- | further incidents of the position here. But space 
ficance of facts or to ignore the soundness of | may be allowed me to say that whatever our 
Socialist principles. numerical strength may be, we can be relied 

he mass meetings of Sunday, June 18, on | upon to the last man to carry on the fight against 
the Lye, uddressed by Anderson, Belsey, and capitalism and its supporters --cynical or syco- 
Lehane, were highly successful. About 800 plxintic, conscious or unconscious —-to the best 
persons attended the evening meeting, which . of our ability. Ews. Rationts 
was justly described in the Dulwich Jost | _ 
as ‘“‘one of the best Socialist meetings ever 
held to our recollection.” The report referred | 
to concludes: ‘‘So finished one of the most | 
intellectual treats we have ever had to listen to 
from young men supposed to be in a hurry. 
These young workmen are in earnest.” 

Indeed, we are in a hurry ; we are in a burry 
because we are in earnest. WK, 


WOOD GREEN. 

Without a doubt the past two months have 
been marked by earnest hard work so far as 
propaganda is concerned. Our usual meeting 
place Jolly Buteher’s Hill —has witnessed some 
really gdod enthusiastic gatherings. The Way 
our Party speakers encourage questions and 
opposition is highly appreciated, and hag been 
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taken full advantage of. The latest development | THE 


of the Branch activity is the opening up of Socialist Party of Great Britain. SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


meetings on Friday night at High St., Hornsey, 


which, so far, are a notable success. Qur paper 


; . . me wai CENTRAL OFFICE: 
and the Manifesto sell readily, the first issue of | LECTURE LIST FOR AUGUST. COMMUNIST CLUB. 
the latter having already been disposed of. , erent ne: sl ereco cue: Ge. “heenwn. 3 
In concluding this very brief report we record | he i Ry ALON, “Ws 
the satisfaction we have, in common with our | SUNDAY MORNINGS, 11.30. General Secretary — - - C. LEHANE. 
comrades in other parts, in seeing the worker BATTERSEA, Prince's Head. 


waking up to his true interest, and surely |g), Hy. Young. 13th —F. S. Leigh. 20th - | BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


beginning to understand the hopelessness of J. Fitzgerald. 27th R. Kenny. BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3. Mathew St., 


cinenniin Be itics arties. and = all i ae a : Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S\W Branch 
the old capitalist politic ul pares. FINSBURY PARK. meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 


ti ragging at their tail. . , Be Meee ea. ear 

aay a a aay Tos member- 6th C. Lehane. 13th —T. A. Jackson. 20th os athe ome ond, Dutlarsem So0\ . 
ip will be pina iecalites ‘pewonned in the near | ~~ ©. Lehane. 27th. Fitzgerald. a “Club. 107, Cle ore, Ser . 
> < \ ‘ . : . e Communist ub, /, arlotte otreet, 
future from this district. Jouxn Crewe. ILFORD, Roden Street, Ilford Lane. Fitzroy Square, London, W, Membership in 
6th -P. C. Herbert. 13th—W. Gifford” 20th the ~C entral Branch can be obtained only 
J. H. Kennett. 27th P. C. Herbert through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
; . in ska ; tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 


CLERKENWELL.-J. Fitzgerald, Sec., 34, Wil- 


FULHAM. ‘ he | 

Although we have not reported for the last , mccticienicenermadeaesines wc euecaint 

: { ()} ANGLE. 

few months, it 1s not because of dry-rot by any | RENNING] S PRIANGI : 201 | See Me ane seca 

manner of means. We have had some splendid | 6th -H. Belsey. 15th --T. W. Allen. 20th— | mington Square. W.C. Branch meets every 

a , ; : eR Tank oth-—J. Cr Ist and 3rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
meetin our ordinary audience several times ; lt. A. Jackson. 2ith--+}. Crump. | at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

outnumbering the attendance at the mass meet’ | PADDINGTON, outside Prince of Wales. | past HAM _F Philpot, Sec., 1, Coleridge Avenue 

ings of other bodies claiming to be Socialist. 6th—F. C. Watts. 13th—C. Lehane. ?0th | Manor Park, E. Branch meets 2nd and 4th 
Our straight propaganda, our keen criticism of | 7 W. Allen. 27th-—F. S. Jei gh. | Fridays at 830 at above address. 

the local ‘“‘ Labour” party, combined with an TOTTENHAM, West Green. | EAST LONDON (Central).—G. Fletcher, Sec., 305, 


outspoken, attitude on ‘Trade Unionisnxis begin- : : Wiimott Street, Bethnal Green, E. Branch 
ane 1 tell The sales of THE Soctatist Stranparp | 6th —A. Anderson. 13th—R. Kenny. 20th— | meets every Friday at the Secretary's address. 


have increased anda large numberof Manifestoes A. Anderson. 27—A. Anderson. Finan 6B Kenny, Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
: , : a7 -pEEYV . ; | ottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
sani oe sa frmaking Seetee rae ae WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher's Hill. mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 


: 6th—J. Crump. 13th—H. J. Newman. 20th | day at 8 p.m. 
muemibersaiberwards. ‘We hope bythe time the | —i Kenny. Sythe 1! W. Allen | FULHAM.—E. J.B Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
propaganda season is over that we shall show 


ae reniberdlin ed SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, 3.30. Rd., Fulham Cross, S.W. Branch meets 


: 3 alternate Mondays at 8 p.m. Economic Class, 
though small, is regularly attended, and the VICTORIA PARK. | by J. Fitzgerald, every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
knowledge gained is sure to be valuable to the —F.S. Leigh. 13th—P. C. Herbert. | Non-members invited. 

Comrades attending. E.J.B.A. x. C. H. Carter. 27—-T. A. Jackson. | ISLINGTON.—C. Thorp, Sec., 79, Grove Road, Hol- 


loway, N. Branch meets Tuesdays at 8.30 at 


i 


6t 


L 


wnae ai SUNDAY EVENINGS. | the Co-op. Stores, 79, Grove Rd., Holloway. 


We have had a lively month in West Ham, 
winding up with a visit from that promising | 
young comrade, Dick Kent, who told us that | 


BARKING, 7.30. PADDINGTON....7. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 


! ° 
HK . 13th--P. C. Herbert. 20th | Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
sr eg eae Wea paverts EY | Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 


_ | Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 
he could not speak, and straightway got up on | - EDMONTON, Angel Road, 7.0 _ PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 


the platform and made himself out the biggest | 6th—_C. Lehane. 13th—G. C. H. Carter. 20th | Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monday 
fabricator of the truth in the party. Keep | —J. Fitzgerald. 27th—T. W. Allen. | at 8.30 p.m. at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 


: . . = © ' ROMFORD DIVISION.—AII ications 
a watch on this young man, Mr. Lecture FINSBURY PARK, 6.30 the Secretary, S.P.G.B. Club, 48, York Road. 


Secretary ; send him out into the highways and | 6th—A. Anderson. 13th—C. Lehane. 20th Ilford. Branch meets Fridays at 8 at Club, 
byeways. We are getting considerable Oppo | _F C. Watts. 27--C. Lehane. _ TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 
sition now, and needless to say we regard this FULHAM, Effic Rd.. 7.30 | Tooting, S.W. Branch meets everv Wednes- 
as a most valuable aid to us in our work, and we | | ae = 5 | day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

are nursing it and nurturing it with tenderest | 6th-—E. J. B. Allen. Sth -E. J. B. Allen. _ TOTTENHAM.—].W. Robertson, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
care and affection. Efforts are being made (not | 2Uth—J. Fitzgerald. 27th—E. J. B. Allen. | eriey Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 


: ° os , y od id - Oo ’ ° ~ 5 r . -thh, pi 
by us) to organise this opposition, and if these | SEVEN KINGS, Station, 7.30 | ly ery Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
efforts are successful, “That will be Glory—” | ¢th—pP. C. Herbert. 13--W. Gifford. 20th-- | WATFORD.—T. Wilkins, Sec., 16, Merton Rd.. Wat- 
We have lately had two striking illustrations J. H. Kennett. 27th —P. C. Herbert. ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
of the internationally fraternising power of the month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 


Hf PECKHAM RYE, 6.30 | 
Socialist Movement. A short timeagoacomrade | ; | __. ,at 3 p.m. at the address given. 
from Poland. aneniher of the Posh Socialist | 6th—H. Belsey. 13sth—T. W. Allen 2O0th— | WEST HAM.—G.C.H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 


. : * sson. 27th—F. S. Leigh. | Rd.. Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
Party, claimed the fraternal handshake and T. A. Jackson ‘th—F ae | followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 


greeting. He understood very little English, TOOTING, Broadway, 7.30 | Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 
but he undersood that Socialism breaks down | ¢¢h——H_ J. Newman. 13th—F.S. Leigh. 20th | WOOD GREEN.—). Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 


all national pride and prejudice, jealousy and | __ 7 Crump. 27—H. J. Newman. ata eerste ned Se amy Ns 


hatred, that our platform is a barricade erected | siices ‘ —o 
against the enemy that drove him out of his | WANSTEAD PARK STATIO N, 7.45 sited ais 
6th—W. Gifford. 13th—J.H. Kennett. 20th 


mn country, and does not cease to grind his a CTU 
vi in this, and that all are brothers ie arms | —P. C. Herbert. 27—G. C. H. Carter. | ae mer OR oranges: 


who march and serve faithfully under the red WATFORD, Market Place, 6.30 —A. Anderson. 2th—C. Lehane. 31st—A. 
flag. It was sufficient for him that we are doing | 6th —J. Fitzgerald. 13th --MASS MEETING. | Anderson. 

that, and for us that he was doing that, even if | 4 AidieeGn. T. A. Jackson, J. Crump, G. T. MILE EXIT) WASTE, 8.0 

we could not understand a word of each other’s | King and others. 20th—H.J. Newman. 27th | 10th—P. C. Herbert. 17th--T. A. Jackson. 
tongue. The second instance occurred on the | —J. Fitzgerald. | 24th—J. H. Kennett. 31st—J. Kent. .> 
lust Sunday in the month, at Forest Gate, when TOTTENHAM, West Green. 7.0 | WOOD GREEN, High St., Hornsey, 


‘ fell forward and said “ |’ , | 
pees ma Pang ata keg Sika! “gave 6th—A. Anderson. 13th—F. C. Watts. 20th 4th—T. A.J. Jackson. 11th—J. Crump. 18th 


one comrade, “All round” says another, and _ --\. Anderson. 27 —- A. Anderson. —C. Lehane & R.H. Kent. 25th—A. Anderson 


all round it was. The new chum isa cowboy | WOODGREEN, Jolly Butcher's Hill, 7.0 | SATURDAYS. 

from the place that is said to be separated from | 6th ---T. A. Jackson. 13th—R.H. Kent. 20th ! EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms, 8.0 
hell by a sheet of brown paper, and he sayshe —C. Lehane. 27—T. A. Jackson. | Sth—G. C.H. Carter. 12th—W. Gifford. 19th 
might feel “‘ prutty wal at home en London ef | MONDAYS. 8.30 J. H. Kennett. 6th—W. Gifford. 


ther durn brown paper edn’t took fire.” He was | : ' cer Yet 
earned to sbakiois because he found pipe ILFORD, Roden St., Ilford Lane. | WALTHAM CROSS, 7.30 


put it in his lurid language, “‘ goin’ fer it bull- , 14th—P. C. Herbert. 2Ist—T. A. Jackson. | en T. A. Jackson & A. Pearson. 19th—J. 
headed en buck-eyed.” which linguistic caper | 28th —P. C. Herbert. Crump & R.H. Kent. 26th—-A. Anderson & 
from the Wild West is not altogether unintel- TUESDAYS, 8.30. _ Leshie Boyne. 7 - 
ligible even in prosaic West Ham. The wild a ee eres es ; ' WALTHAM ABBEY, 8.30 
ene CLERKENWELL, Garnault Place. 

and woolly one has had our position made clear Ith C. Lehane, (. Thorp and A. Anderson. 
to him, and he seems anxious to ‘take a hand 1Mth- A. Andersonand A. Pearson. 26th T. 
in the great ‘round up.’ Having got the East A. Jackson and A, Pearson. 
Haim Branch into working order, we are leaving WEDNESDAYS, 8.30. aaa SIR SAT aaa 
them to their own resources what time we look ISLINGTON, Highbury Corner. LITERATURE AGENCY. 
round for new worlds to conquer. We have put 16th Branches and members should purchase their 
aside the spade and are taking a steam plough lnterature through the Party Agent, F. C, Watts, 
to the virgin soil at Leytonstone and Woodford. Tap pein 154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 
There is good prospect of our being established 9 7" “S "°°" | Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 
in both these places by the end of the present ; THURSDAY, 8.30. 
season. Ee POTTENHAM, Victoria Crescent, St. Anns. The receipt of a copy of this paper is an 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
in the interest of the whole community. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 


That ‘society as at present constituted is 
‘based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 


alone wealth is produced. 

onism of interests, manifesting itself as a class 

produce, and those who produce but do not 
That this antagonism can be abolished only 


by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 


version into the common property of society of that knowledge. 


the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 


That as in the order of social evolution the | 


working-class is the last class to achieve its free- | 


dom, the emancipation of the working-class will | With the object of seeing whether Socialists can 


} 
| 


| 


| 


| Socialists alike. 
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Mavxy are the discussiows that have taken place 
On this subject between Socialists and non- 
The question is, does Trade 


_ Unionism as we know it in Great Britain. help 


| or hinder the development of the workers into - 


Declaration of Principles | 


class-conscious Socialists ? 
The answer undoubtedly is that it materially 
hinders it. It does not necessarily follow that 


_ because any Trade Union or body of Trade 
_ Unionists elect a supposed Socialist to an official 
_ position that Union has progressed in a Socialist 


direction. On the contrary, it is generally 


because this particular individual has swallowed | 


_ those Socialist principles he may have under- 


stood, or because it is hoped his election to 


ment of the working-class, by whose labour | Office may close his mouth and cause him to 


: ‘ . | refrai ‘v of Socialis 
That i -acciety, therefire. there toran-ain tag. | refrain from the fearless advocacy of Socialism 


_ within the Union and the exposure of the un- 
| sound position in which Unionism stands to- 


struggle, between those who possess but do not | 


day that he is elected. It is then, not the 


capacity for securing jobs that is the test of 


Socialist activity, but the number of Union 


_members who understand the root principles— 
| economic, political, and historical—--of Socialism, 


involve the emancipation of all mankind without | 


distinction of race or sex. 
That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 


and are prepared to take action consistent with 


Let us briefly examine what has come to be 
known as 
“PURE AND SIMPLE”? TRADE UNIONISM 


honestly support it. 
Socialism implies a knowledge of the class 


_ war which is being waged between the working- 


That as the machinery of government, includ- | 


ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and: salitically 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class, 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

Tae Sociauist Party or Great Britain, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly 
capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 


working-class of this country to muster under | 


its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


a Sn 


Readers who can endorse the foregoing in its | 
entirety are invited to communicate with the | 


Secretary of the nearest Branch or with the 
‘General Secretary See Directory, page 8. 
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_ by labour organised in a proper manner. 


class on the one hand and the capitalist-class on 
the other, a war which can only be fought out 
The 
“pure and simple” Unions do not organise the 
workers for that struggle. 

Paradoxical as this may seem, it is neverthe- 
less the fact. In evidence let us take what is 
generally considered the wealthiest and most 
powerful union in the country—the Amalgam- 
ated Society of Engineers. 

In the Annual Report of this Union for 1904 
we find an increase of 703 members. ‘This is 
the smallest increase since the days of the eight 
hours strike, a significant fact in view of the 
development in recent years of the motor indus- 
try. Mr. Geo. Barnes, the general secretary of 
the A.S.K.—fairly well known to readers of this 
journal as one of the many “labour leaders ” 
who delight in rendering assistance to the capit- 
alist-class wherever possible-—emphasises this 
significance and urges upon existing members 
the importance of securing fresh members. But 
as the report shows, 4,517 have been excluded 
from membership! Theseare men who, by the 
aid of improved machinery, continually being 
introduced, can do work that previously only 
highly trained men could do. They can work 
for less money, and the A.S.E. excludes them 
therefore. All over London this spectacle of 
Union working its own destruction by the 

MANUFACTURE OF POTENTIAL BLACKLEGS 
can be observed, while at the same time in the 


shops of Harland and Wolff of Belfast, A.S.E. 


| members themselves act as blacklegs to the 


[Monruiy, One Penny 


TRADE UNIONISM. 


WHERIN IT FAILS, AND HOW IT CAN BE RENDERED EFFECTIVE. 


electrical workers by wi rking under price, and 
this after having refused to undertake the or. 
ganisation of the electrical workers, who are 
really engaged in a branch of the engineering 
industry ! ° 
; In the slate club (or cothin club) side of this 
Union impending disaster is again apparent. It 
returns @ monthly average of 5,427 unemployed 
members, 2,444 in sick benefit, while 4.696 are 
superannuated. Altogether a total of 12.567 
members drawing upon the financial resources 
of the Society. On the year’s working the 
average income per member is shown to be 
£3 los. 9}d. against an iverage expenditure 
of £3 16s. Id.! 
_ The case of the Operative Bricklayers’ Society 
18 not more inspiring. During last year they 
lost 2,333 members, and the returns of the pre- 
ceding three years show decreases also. The 
amount expended in strikes and lockouts for 
1904 was £5,105 58. 111d. in excess of the 
previous year, while sick, funeral, and super- 
annuation funds all have increases un the expen- 
diture side. The jealous eye with which the 
bricklayers regard the masons, plasterers, and 
even the labourers, and the disputes which the 
Unions of these trades have engaged in, «lo not 
compel the conclusion that the O.B.S. is desirous 
that all workers in the trade should be in their 
Union, byt even if it could secure the additional 
membership for which itis asking, on its present 
base it could not escape bankruptcy unless 
subscriptions were raised considerably. An 
appreciable increase of subscription, however, 
would inevitably result in the withdrawal of 
many existing members through sheer inability 
to pay, and the last condition of the Union, 
therefore, would be as bad as the first. 

A further instance of how 

PRESENT TRADE UNIONISM DISORGANISES 

the workers can be found in the six organisations 
which the builders’ labourers consider necessary 
in London. These, together with the three other 
unskilled workers organisations also existing, 
necessitate the payment in the London district 
alone, in salaries, rent, etc., of eight times the 
amount that would otherwise be sufficient. In 
addition, of course, an enormous quantity of 
quite unnecessary work is caused, and much 
jealousy and strife engendered. Attempts at 
amalgamation have, it is true, been made, but 
without result, the officials of existing Unions 
being in the nature of things opposed to alter- 
ations that would affect) them detrimentally, 
although Mr. Davenport, the general secretary 
of the United Order of General Labourers the 
Union that opposed federation about three years 
ago has fathered a scheme of his own. How- 
ever, as the principle plank in his platform 
seemed to be the appointment of himself to the 
post of secretary at £3) 10s. per week, the idea 
was not taken up with enthusiasm. 

All the evidence, therefore, points to the fact 
that the existence of the Unions grows more and 
more precarious owing to the inability of Trade 
Unionists to appreciate the requirements of 
industrial warfare. © Assailed on the one hand 
by capitalism, and on the other by the competi- 
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tion of the ever increasing number of .men 
whom the Unions will not admit, they cannot 
in their present form survive. The question 
therefore arises :— 
CAN THE UNIONS BE MADE OF SERVICE’ 

to the working-class ? 

The answer is undoubtedly ves.. But their 
object must be the organisation of the working- 
class, not a select two millions out of an adult 
working-class population of sixteen millions as 
at present. All the members of the trade, 
whether they can pay dues or not, whether they 
be unemployed or not, mast be taken in. Other- 
wise the Union will, as previously pointed out, 
be creating its own blacklegs. Moreover, organ- 
isation must involve the closest of associations 
between members of allied trades, otherwise, 
as happened in the case of the Operative Brick- 
layers’ Society—which records 67 disputes to 
maintain trade customs, and four actions against 
reductions in wages during last year—we have 
the effect of any action nullified by the workers in| 
allied trades remaining at work while the strike 
is in progress. ‘The workers must be organised 
on a class war basis, that is,on the principle 
that there is and can only be, hostility between 
labour and capital. They must be organised to 
fight, not to form committees after the manner 
of the Bricklayers’ Society for “closer union” 
with the employers—surely as absurd a proceed- 
ing in view of the fact that this Society expended 
about £6,000 last year in struggles against the 
encroachments of these same employers, as it is 
possible to conceive. Se ae 

The position of Socialist ‘Trade Unionists is 
clear. They should, it seems to me, endeavour 
to effect the 

SOUND FCONOMIC ORGANISATION 


of the workers by systematic propaganda of 
Socialism inside existing Unions—a work which, 
it must be remembered, has, hitherto, never been 
- seriously undertaken. In the result should it 
be found that the “‘ pure and simple” element, 
aided and abetted by ‘rade Union leaders, many 
of whom are interested in maintaining the pre- 
sent sectionalism among the workers, and are, 
as can easily be demonstrated, consciously play- 
ing the capitalists’ game, are too recalcitrant for 
satisfactory progress to be made, there will be 
no other alternative left than that of forming 
separate Socialist ‘Trade Unions and crushing 
the existing Unions from the outside. 

Trade Unions will play an important part, 
perhaps the most important, in the overthrow of 
the capitalist-class and system. The political 
party of the workers,—the S.P.G.B.—while 
building up the political side, bears in mind the 
fact that both are essential. As we get nearer 
and nearer to the time when there will be a 
Socialist majority on the administrative bodies, 
particularly the executive of the nation, the 
capitalist-class will not sit quietly and watch 
themselves legislated out of existence. When we 

REMEMBER FEATHERSTONE 


Hull, Michelstown and Grimsby it stands to 
reason that they will oppose by all the means in 
their power the attempt of the class-conscious 
workers to capture the State machinery in work- 
ing-class interests, and undoubtedly if the ‘l'rade 
Unions have not achieved their highest purpose 
- capacity and readiness for the organisation 
of production and the carrying on of industry— 
they will, when the Socialist working-class have 
secured their majority, endeavour to effect a 
counter revolution by closing down all works of 
im portance. 

Therefore it is all important that the economic 
organisations of the working-class should be 
as sound as their political organisations. Neither 
can be sound unless founded upon a clear recog- 
nition of the causes underlying and 

THE REMEDY FOR PRESENT CONDITIONS. 

Well grounded upon knowledge and thoroughly 
organised, the working-class, in the day when 
they have attained to the position of the domin- 
ant class in the legislature, need have no fear 
of any measures the capitalist-class may take in 
their endeavours to secure themselves a longer 
lease of life. They will be able to take over and 
work the industries of the country which the 
capitalist. system itself is even now rapidly 
ripening for the change in face of any diffi- 
culties capitalisin may attempt to throw in the 
way, and se usher in the Socialist Republic. 


EJ .B.A. 
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THE 


THE VALUE OF PRINCHMLE. 
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| Ir is curious to note how large a number of 


ordinarily lucid thinkers go wool-gathering upon 


' the question of the value of the State recognition 


of principle. So long as the State admits thre 


_ correctness of the principle involved in any 


agitation, although it may cover years, although 


| it may necessitate the expenditure of tremend- 


ous effort and demand no inconsiderable sacri- 
fice, although it may occur that all the work 
has not beneficially affected a.single individual 
of the many thousands they probably set out 
to benefit, these good people are satisfied that 


_ their participation in such agitation was entirely 
ie defied 


In connection with the recent unemploved 
agitation (which has culminated in the unusually 
useless Act already referred to in these columns) 
for example, the participants, undoubtedly com- 


| prising many honest and earnest men, profess 


to find occasion for congratulation in that the 


| State has recognised that it has a responsibility 


to the unemployed—meaning that the State, 
through its Parliamentary mouthpiece, has ad- 
mitted that its duty is to provide work for the 
workless. As a matter of fact the mouthpiece 
specifically repudiated any such responsibility, 
but assuming that the State had just as specific- 
ally accepted the responsibility, would that be 
a good and satisfactory thing in itself? Our 
friends say, yes, without hesitation, and argue 
that having admitted the principle it is prac- 


| tically impossible for the State to refuse to | 


translate its acceptance thereof into action. 
Those who take this line are probably unaware 
that it involves the admission that the capital- 


ist-class—who, because they are the dominant | 
class in the State are dominant in the legislature | 
-—are unconsciobs of the fact that they are | 
| rioting through life upon wealth they have never 


produced. lecause if the capitalist-class’ are 


_ aware that they live by the proceeds of the | 
| robbery of labour, they know themselves as | 


| frauds. 
they concede the principle that Labour is poor 


And if they know themselves as frauds 


becuuse it is robbed, and that they are the 


| robbers. ‘They are in the uncomfortable position, 


that is to say, which qur friends seem to think 
will preclude their continuance in the robber 


role. 
This, although the logical deduction from the 


proposition advanced, will probably not be 


accepted ‘for the very sufficient reason that the 
_ capitalist-class have not abdicated. 
_ other alternative, therefore, is that they do not 


The only 


understand that they are robbers. 

It is ‘questionable indeed whether many of 
our principle-mongers (to coin a phrase) will 
acquiesce in that alternative. It is admitted, of 
course, that sume members of the capitalist-class 
will not be aware of their position. It is also 


adimitted that most of the members ot the 
_ capitalist-classwill not think the term “ robbery” 
as applied to their method of getting a living, 


justified. Lut speaking of the capitalist-class as 
such, and having regard to the fact that they 
are generally possessed of good educations, it is 
a fair assumption, and moreover in strict accord 
with the evidence, that they know the wealth 
they live upon is wealth they have never pro- 
duced. And how else can the individual who 
does not produce find the wherewithal to exist 
—and exist luxuriously at that--except by — 
robbery ? 

If this is so we may take it that the capitalist- 


class have already recognised the principle that 


they live at the expense of others, and every 
‘indication available goes to show that they will 
only vacate their position as a result of forcible 
ejection. Now why is this if the recognition of 
the principle is the important thing that the 
principle-mongers would have us believe? What 
is the use of the recognition of principle if it 
does not effect a betterment in the condition of 
those on whose behalf the recognition is con- 
tended for? Is it not the fact that the right of 
every needy person to sustenance has been 
recognised in the British Constitution fur several 
hundred years? Is it not true that the principle 
of equity before the law has been admitted for 
any length of time? Then why is it that needy 


persons cry aloud for sustenance and cry in | 
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vain? Why-is it that we have palpable admin- 


istration of law in the interests of the dominant 
class? The fact is that there is as wide a gulf 

between the State recognition of a principle and 

its application as there is between recognition 
_and non-recognition. Any principle can be 
| admitted without danger to the dominant class 
_--Indeed, this class stands to gain by their 
concession, because they are thereby enabled to 
| lull unrest by an affectation of concern for the 

triumph of Right—unless the power that enforces 
| the admission is sufficiently strong to compel 
‘its practical application. And what power is it 
| that can enforce the application of the principle 
of the right of every man to work and to the 
fall pa of his labour, except an educated, 
class-conscious, thoroughly organised working- 
class ? 

To this power and to this power alone will 
the capitalist-class finally submit, and not then 
until they have exhausted all the resources of force 
and fraud by the exercise of which they have 
| hitherto. been enabled to maintain their ascend- 


| 


| ancy. In the last resort it is not ethical consid- , 


| erations that will weigh as our friends seem to 
_ suppose. These have failed as they must always 
fail before the fundamental and all prevailing 
| motive of material well-being. If it were other- 
wise the capitalist-class, already convicted of 
sin, already well knowing that their position 
| is built up upon the exploitation and misery of 
| the many, would have abdicated long ago. It 
| 1s force, organised and intelligently directed, 
| that will achieve the victory, and it is The 
| Socialist Party of Great Britain that in this 
| country is educating and organising the work- 
| ing-class to that end. _ 
| Therefore it is not the State recognition of a 
principle that matters when that State is capital- 
ist. It is the recognition of principle by the 
_ working-class, an intelligent organisation 
a power that can enforce the 
plicati 
| nsider themselves. They 
| are wasting a lot of time. A.J .M.G. 


——V—Keme—a—_—___ 


EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. 
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Wits the certain knowledge that his Socialism 
| 18 in entire accord with the teaching of Science, 
_ the Scientific Socialist can afford to smile at the 
vain efforts of the “Socialism-by-the- farthing’s- 

worth” reformers to twist facts to suit their 

interests. 
Not only is the conception of history of Marx 
and Engels in complete harmony with all social 
history, but it finds numerous parallels in 
natural science. Thus Professor Darwin, son 
of the illustrious Charles Darwin, emphasised 
this fact in his Presidential Address to the 

British Association this year. He said :— 

‘His point of view was illustrated by a refer- 
ence to political history. The degree of persist- 
ence or permanence of a species, of a configura- 
tion of matter, or of a State depended on the 
perfection of ‘its adaptation to its surronding 
. conditions. If they traced the history of a State 
they found the degree of its stability gradually 
changing, slowly rising to a maximum, and then 
slowly declining. When it fell to nothing a revo- 
lution ensued, and a new form of government 
was established. The physicist, like the biolo- 
gist and the historian, watched the effect of 
slowly varying external conditions ; le saw the 
quality of persistence or stability gradually de- 
caying until it vanished, when there ensued 
what was called in politics a revolution. 

These considerations led him to doubt whether 
biologists had been correct in looking for con- 
tinuous transformation of species. Tidging by 
analogy, they should rather expect to find slight 
continuous changes occurring during a long 
period of time, followed by a somewhat sudden 
transformation into a new species, or by rapid 
extinction.” 


I attribute this great growth of seiuii-insanity 
to the horrible conditions under which so many 
people are born and live. A class is being pro- 
duced that is devoid of moral fibre and of 
intellectual force. ‘These people lead aimless 
und hopeless lives. And What, I ask, can you 
expect from the progeny of such as these ? 

T. Hotes, Police-court Missionary. 
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DOUBTS AND DIFFICULTIES. 


THE POVERTY OF THE CAPITALIST. 
—~——:0:-—-— 
A Correspoxpesr forwards me an extract from 
a recent book of Sir Robert Giffen’s for explan- 
ation. The distinguished capitalist statistician 
contends that the advaatages derived from 
science and invention during the last 50 years 
have in the main gone to the working-class. 
0 0 O 


“Now,” says my correspondent, “ I wish you 
to show how this statement made by the highest 
living statistical authority in England squares 


with the position of the Socialist. You contend. | 


as I understand, that the economic position of 


the worker is with every advance in science and | 


invention becoming relatively if not absolutely | 
worse. Whoam I to believe —the highest’ of our | 


statistical authories, Sir Robert Giffen, or the 
unknown, tin-pot, little Socialist ““Economicus?” 


Oo Oo O 


| 


Before proceeding to deal with the main econ- 
omic question raised in the preceding paragraph | 


I wish to protest against the last sentence with 
its appeal to authority. Far be it from me to 


place myself against. Sir Robert Giffen as a | 
statistical authority. At the same time it may | 


well happen that he is entirely wrong on this | 
question and the Socialist entirely right. ‘he | 
whole history of both the inductiveand deduct- | 
ive sciences is the relation of the mistakes of | 
authorities. In no field of human knowledge | 
has the authority always been infallible. 


Oo 0 0 


Not only is it the case that in physics and in | 
metaphysics, in medicine and in art, theauthor- | 
ity has been fallible but it is he who has been | 
the most bitter opponent of new ideas and of | 
new truths. Foremost among the revilers of | 
those who put forward the Copernican theory as 
against the Ptolemaic in astronomy, the undula- | 
tory theory as opposed to the atomic theory in 
optics were the so-called leaders of opinion in | 
those sciences. 

0 0 0 


It may well be then that in economics the | 
statistician of recognised repute may be as little | 
justified in his contentions as his fellows in | 
other directions. ‘lhe appeal in all discussions | 
must be less to authority than to fact. Is Giffen 
justified by existing conditions in saying that 
the greatest share of the advantages of the | 
science and invention of the last fifty years has | 
gone to the working-class ? 


Oo O 90 





In modern society the greatest advantage 
that one can secure is the ownership of material 
wealth. It is around this ownership that the 
whole of our present-day life revolves. Wealth 
is the motor which sets in motion the indus- 
tries, the pleasures, the pastimes, of the nation. 
Invention pertains more largely to industry than 
to any other feature of our lives. If Giffen’s - 
contention is correct we should find the worker 
owning a larger proportion of the national 
wealth than heretofore. The industries modified 
or revolutionised by invention—by improve- 
ments in machinery or in the application of 
electricity as a motor—should yield for the 
worker an ever increasing share. 


Oo O 0O 


On what grounds does Sir Robert Giffen con- 
tend that the worker receiveg such an increas- 
ing proportion of the wealth he creates? On 
the grounds of improving Income ‘lax returns 
and of improving figures from the Savings 
Banks! He contends that the higher savings in 
Savings Banks and Friendly Societies and the 
larger revenue derived from Income ‘Tax show 
a continued improvement in the prosperity of 
thé people of whom the working-class form the 
majority. : 

0 0 O 

This contention would be unanswerable if (a) 
the accumulations in Savings Hanks and 
Friendly Societies were the savings of the work- 
ing-class; (b) any material proportion of the 
income tax was paid by the worker: or (c) the 
prosperity of the country meant the same thing 
as the prosperity of the working-class. 


% 
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| _.As to (a) T pointed out in the June number 
Of THe Soctuusr Straxparp that. the Savings 
janks contained in the main the savings of the 
petty shopkeeper and of the children of the 
middle class. When we find, for instance, as 
many as 90,000 depositors in the Post Office 
} Savings Bank putting in £50 in one lump sum 
in one year we know that not one of them is a 
member of the wage earning class. 
0 0 0 
Similarly with (b). The worker does not asa 
| rule receive a wage enabling him to pay income 
| tax. Incomes of less than £160 per annum are 
_ exempt from the payment of income tax. and we 
| know that wage-workers getting so high a 
remuneration are difheult to find. We have the 
evidence of Sir Robert Giffen himself, given 
before the Labour Commission a few years ago, 
that the average wage of the working-class was 
24s. 4d. a week or (say) £64 a year. Our exper- 
lence tells us and this opinion is somewhat 
strengthened by the Investigations, among 


0 O O 


Phe statistician studying rates of wages in his 
library is too apt to mistake nominal for actual 
wages and forgets to make due allowance for per- 


iods of sickness. short time, or out of work. When | 


these modifications have been made, and every 
day they become of greater importance, it is 
found that the actual money wage differs very 
considerably from the nomiual money wage. 


Oo O 9O 


With (c) Teannot now deal but on a further 
| occasion [ may be permitted to show that per- | 


iods of trade prosperity and periods of national 
prosperity are not necessarily synonymous with 
periods of well-being’ for the working-class. 


Oo O O 


We see then that the grounds upon which , 


our statistician bases his contentions are not 
relevant. ‘lhe income tax returns will increase 


_ the more rapidly as the workers’ wage goes 


down and the savings in the Savings Banks are 
not appreciably affected when the working- 
class is at its lowest level of unemployment. 


0 0 O 
Tl , f tl I 1tici 
1€ reverse Ot the contention we are criticis- 


ing is that the least benefit from our increasing | 


powers of production go to the property owning 


class. The poor capitalist we are often told _ 
is not doing nearly so well as is the man who | 
works for him, but we never see any haste on | 


the part of the capitalist to exchange. 
0 0 0 


We are told by Sir Robert Giffen and other | 
“authorities ’ that the capitalised value of the | 


wealth of this country has increased in the last 
40 years from £6,000,000,000 to £1 4,000,000,000. 
According to this statement the capital of the 
country has increased during the last 40 years 
at an average rate of £200,000,000 a year. 


Oo O O 


| others, of Messrs. Booth and Rowntree, that even 
| this sum is exaggerated. 


| Of the L.RC, 


Here’ we have a spectacle of capitalist pov-_ 
rqy e ° - 
erty! The capitalist draws his revenues from | 


industry-- in essence, from the unpaid labour 
of the working-class. With it he satisfies his 
every whim, luxury, vice, necessity, and com- 
fort. And even then he has an immense sum 
amounting to two hundred millions of pounds 
sterling wo apply in further investment. 


The worker, on the other hand, is enjoying 
with the progress of science and invention a 
speeding up of the machinery he minds, an in- 
tensification of his labour, a dwelling in the 
slums, polluted air in the streets, vitiated air 
in the factories. Clad in shoddy clothing man- 
ufactured for his sole use, fed on the poorest of | 
food, he is told that the income tax returns show | 
his growing prosperity. | 


| Sraxparp have pleasure’ in 


The worker has a grim sense of humour but 
this must be top much even forhim. Not always 
will he be content to produce the whole of the 
wealth and get for himself a beggarly pittance. 
He will one day awake to the fact that a para- 
sitic class of rich idlers is fattening upon the | 
results of his labours and he will then show the | 
stuff that’s in him. 
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When that time comes woe betide the capital- 
isCclass who have robbed him and woe betide 
the apologists of that capitalist class — the econ- 
onusts and the statisicians unable to rise above 
their own class interests. The day is rapidly 
hearing when those who produce the wealth 
will control its production and its distribution 
and may one of those who lives to see that day 
le be ONOATIOL S, ° 


PARTY NOTES. 


:0: 


STIRRING reports of successful propaganda work 
have come in during the month. Several 
Branches record increased membership and in 
almost every district in which a Branch exists 
the activity of our members meets with encour- 
aging response. 


O 


In Finsbury Park particularly, our Islington 
comrades appear to have swept the field, their 
meetings, entirely sympathetic, numbering from 
200 to 1,500 people. At one such gathering 200 
copies of THe Socitist Staxparp and the Mani- 
festo were sold. 


ms 
t2 ws 


The Manifesto with its admirable resumé of 
the historical development of the modern wage 
slave, its trenchant criticism of contemporary 
parties clanning to represent working-class in- 
terests and its clear-cut arguments in Justifica- 
tion of the existence of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain, has evoked an interest far greater 
than our most sanguine expectation. Requests 
for it have reached us from most unlikely 
quarters all over the United Kingdom and the 
first edition of 5,000 copies is well on the way 
to exhaustion. 


ro 


Pod 
to 
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It will be unnecessary for fne to emphasize 
the importance of every effort being made to 
maintain and increase the sales of the Party 
literature. Members will be fully aware that 


this is perhaps the most effective Weapon in our 
armoury. 

Another useful method of spreading our 
principles is through the medium of public 
debate. Before this paper is in the hands of 
readers, Comrade Fitzgerald will have upheld 
the position of the Party in Opposition to Mr. 
Humphreys, 8.D.F., upon the proposition, ‘* Does 


the S.D.F. deserve the support of the working- 


class ?”’ 

Another debate has also been arranged with 
Mr. Wilson, Cobdenite, and our Peckham com- 
rades are settling the preliminaries for a similar 
encounter with Mr. J. J. Stephenson, treasurer 

Witha regret that every member of the Party 
will echo I have to announce the resignation 
through business pressure, of C. Lehane from 
the position of General Secretary. Our comrade 
has djscharged the duties of his important 
office with an efficiency that could not easily be 
excelled and although the work of no roahiGer 
can be extolled above that of another when all 


| are doing their utmost within the limits of their 


Capacities and opportunities, the action of the 
E.G. in recording their high @ppreciation of 
Lehane’s services will, | am sure, be most heart- 


ily endorsed. 


Tue Acting Cex. SEC. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The Editorial Committee of Tur SOCTALIST 
announcing that 
they have in course of translation, and will 


shortly publish, the famous 


ERFURTER PROGRAMME, 


BY 


KARL KAUTSKY. 





OFFICIAL NOTICE. as 

To facilitate the transaction of the business of the_ 
Editorial and Management Committee, appointed by 
the Executive Committee of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain to conduct its official Organ, members of 
the Party and other readers are particularly requested 
to address all literary communications to the Editorial 
Committee, 34, Wilmington Sq, London, W.C., and all 
business correspondence, including Subscriptions and 
Advertisements, to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont Avenue, | 
Edmonton, N. . 
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LABOUR TRIUMPHANT ? 


Car your hands for joy, ye people. Make merry 
in your hearts. For the hour of your deliverance 
from the insecurity of your position is nigh ; 
the day when the heartbreaking search for work 
shall cease is at hand ; the day when the misery 
and poverty always attendant upon unemploy- 
ment shall be no more. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad, for the Unemployed Bill has passed the 
faithful Commons, has survived the ordeal of 
criticism imposed by the loyal Lords, and has 
found a place in the records of State Statutes. 
Here is a triumph for Labour! Here a vin- 
dication of Parliamentary astuteness on the part 
of the champions of the workers! Here an 
example of what a few men may accomplish 
against overwhelming odds! ‘The principle of 


the State’s responsibility in the matter of the | 


provision of work for the workless has been 
established ; the State’s duty to its profit-pro- 
ducers— 'eprived of the opportunity to produce 
profit has been recognised ; the State's sym- 
pathy with its honest and humble, hungry 
constituents has been made manifest. 

A great day for Labour; a great day indeed. 
And the men of Manchester who demonstrated, 
the men of Raunds and Leicester who perigrin- 
ated, the S.D).F. who agitated and deputated, 
the LL.P. who LL.P'd, not to say the Labour 
M.P’s who so ardently laboured, may take their 
meed of gratification from the knowledge that 
their united efforts have found fruition in an 
Act that has at last established the, for ever- 
more, inalienable right of the unemployed, so 
long as they are sober, honest, and industrious, 
to—remain unemployed ! 

That is the net result of all the bother as we, 
without claiming the mantle of prophecy, fore- 
told it would bé. How else, indeed, could it 
have been? What other result was possible ? 
It were easier for a camel to pass through the 
eve of a needle than for capitalist politicians to 
touch an unemployed. problem upon which 
capitalism itself depends. As well expect the 
earth to cease its revolutions as that a capitalist 
legislature should legislate itself out of existence 
by drying up the source of its power. The S.D.F. 
leaders knew this well enough. The LLP. 
leaders knew it; the Labour M.P’s. knew it; 
and yet they persisted in their policy of piteous 
appeal ; persisted even when they knew the 
provisions of the Bill, born, as they claim, of their 
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agitation, and knew that it was, on their own 
admission, absolutely useless; persisted even 
when those features of it which the eye of faith 
in the head of ignorance plus the most power- 
ful of microscopes magnified into points of 
possible utility, had been carefully seduced to 


nothingness. . 
Was ever such an exhibition of purblind 


puerility ? And we who tell the working-class 
flatly and plainly that appeals to capitalism to 
abolish itself are stupid and childish ; we who 
point out that energy consumed in such endeav- 
ours is energy wasted that cannot be spared ; 
we who insist that the only effectual thing the 
workers can do is to get a grip upon the causes 
,of their condition and then organize themselves 
upon their class basis in the teeth of the inevit- 
able opposition the capitalist-class will offer,— 
we, forsooth, are the ‘‘ impossiblists ”’ ! 
Very well, we are the “impossiblists.”” If possi- 
blism consists in determination to do the thing 
that cannot effect the result desired, we are the 
“ impossiblists.” We accept the epithet and all 
the opprobrium that attaches to it. Workers of 
Great Britain, we who tell the whole truth are 
the “‘impossiblists.” They who squander your 
energies and divert your purpose and lead you 
into a ditch are the ‘“ possiblists.’” Choose ye 
this day whom ye will have as champions of 
your interests. 


——:0:—_— 


A CHALLENGE. 

‘THe statement has been repeatedly made both 
inthe Organ of theS.D.F. and by individual mem- 
bers of that body, that Tne Soctatist StanDarD 
has not had regard for the truth in its criticisms 
of the actions of prominent S.D.F. men and of 
the work of their organization. The most recent 
pronouncement to this effect comes from Cllr. J. 
Jones, S.D.F. organizer, who affirms that this 
paper “las been pressed into the services of 
capitalist Liberalism (as though there were a 
Liberalism not capitalist) to malign the promin- 
ent members of the S.D.F. in particular and 
misrepresent the organization generally” ; but 
neither from Cllr. Jones nor from any other 
member of his party, nor from his party organ, 
‘ Justice” has any evidence for this accusation 
been forthcoming. 

We are concerned that the rank and file of 





the S.D.F. and all others interested should quite 
clearly understand that THe SociaList STANDARD 
is not in existence to malign or misrepresent any- 
body ; neither is it prepared to lie in the inter- 
| ests of the organization it represents or in any 
other interest. It exists to speak the truth upon 


questions affecting the working class. Its views 
are the views of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain, a party which consisted in the begin- 


ning, mainly of ex-members of the 8.D.F. who, 
holding that that body had forfeited its claim to 
consideration as a Socialist organization by com- 
promise with Capitalism and by refusal to aban- 
don an attitude that could only retard the de- 
velopment of class consciousness among the 


workers, had felt compelled to resign their mem- | 


bership as the only way of eseape from the grave 
responsibility that must attach to anti-Socialist 
because confusionist — tactics. 

Since its inception The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain has consistently propagated the 
principles of Socialism and consistently refused 
to retreat from its position of irreconcilable an- 
tagonism to every manifestation of Capitalism. 
In so doing it claims to be proceeding along the 
only lines that a party rightly expressing work- 
ing-class interests which are, and can never by 
any chance be other than, in diametrical oppos- 
ition to capitalist interests - can pursue. 

In entering the arena of political activity as a 
separate organization, The Socialist Party of 

| Great Britain has, of necessity, to continually 
justify its position in the eves of those --whether 
members of bodies claiming to be Socialist or 
not---who, through geographical or other causes 
are not in possession of all the facts —just as it 


| 
| 
| 
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has to justify its existence in opposition to the 


| orthodox political parties. ‘l'o do so effectively it 
| must of course make references to the actions of 


persons and parties from whom and from which 
it has been obliged to sever itself. 

Such references we assert most emphatically 
have never been in the nature of abuse of in«i- 


| viduals or misrepresentation of organizations. 


If it can be shewn that we have been guilty 
either of the one or of the other, we are quite as 
ready now, as we always have been, to make hion- 


| ourable and straightforward amends. We invite 


Mr. Jones and the others to make good their 
allegations against us or to frankly withdraw 
them. In this connection the printed word is far 
easier of reference than the oral utterance, and 
as it is THe Soctauist Sranparp that has been 
accused of slander, vilification, malignity and 
misrepresentation the file of the paper is at the 
disposal of any of our objectors who desire to 
refer to it. 

If Messrs. Jones, Quelch, Irving, or the other 
individuals concerned will not accept the offer 
we make, the value of their fulminations will, we 
think, be assessed at their proper worth by those 
who are at one with us in their desire for the 
truth to prevail. We throw out the challenge 
fearlessly. If there is cause for complaint against 
us as an exponent of Socialism we are anxious. 
to hear of it. But we want the evidence of it also. 
Allegation without proof is not helpful. Let our 
accusers therefore state their whole case against 
us. Weshall be obliged to them. But if it should 
happen, as we believe it will, that they cannot 
produce evidence for their charges, we ask the 
working-class to judge of the motives that will 
lead men to persist in false statements even while: 
they are alleging misrepresentation against us. 

We ask the workers whose class interests we 
champion and to whom we belong, to constitute 
themselves our judges in this and to carefully 
note the character of the responses our challenge 
receives. 

——0+0 
REMEMBER FEATHERSTONE! 

Tue Britishers have proverbially short mem- 
ories. Even when organised into Trade Unions 
they emblazon their regalias with such niean- 
ingless phrases as ‘* Defence, not defiance,” etc. 
If they were class conscious they would substi- 
tute the names of the battles they have fought, 
even though lost, with the dominant class. 
But they are nof class conscious, hence the easy 


_ and well paid jobs of their * leaders,” the decoy 


ducks for the capitalist party. How many of the 


| workers, how many of the miners even, remem- 
| ber Featherstone? Yet the circumstances were 
such that they should ever remain fresh in the 


minds of the people, and be told and retold to 
their children and to their children’s children. 
In September, 1893, the * brotherhood of 


| capital and labour’ was proved by one of the 


most fouland bloody murders ever perpetrated 
by the capitalist against his “ brother” labour. 


| In connection with the lockout of the York- 
_ shire miners, one of those outward and visible 


manifestations of that class war which Mr. Keir 
Hardie and his friends declare is only a “ shib- 
boleth”” and only a “dogma by which the 


| Marxists set such store,” an excuse was found 


by the Christian capitalists to read the riot act, 
after which British troops (not Russian, remem- 
ber) armed with Lee-Metford rifles and explos- 
ive bullets, fired upon the people, killing two 


miners who, at the Inquiry, were proved to have 


taken no part even in the demonstration, but 
were returning from choir-practice. The Lib- 
erals were in office at the time and Asquith, the 
evnical lawyer, was Home Secretary. Challenged 
at Glasgow on 17th October, 1893, he ghoul- 
ishly ‘accepted the full responsibility for every- 
thing that had been done’ and in the debate which 
shortly afterwards ensued in the House of Com- 
mons, his chief defender was the renegade John 
Burns, wliom some alleged Socialists still sup- 
port. But we urge the workers to remember 
Featherstone and also to Remember the ‘Traitor, 
| John Burns. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. 


From the French of Epovarp Forriy. 


Ose single fact dominates the whole history of 
civilization. The different stages of this history 


(slavery, serfdom, wage-svstem) are marked by 
a division of mankind into distinct. classes : 
masters and slaves in antiquity ; lords and serfs 
in the middle ages; capitalists and wage- 
workers in our present epoch. The forms. 
aspects and degrees of this division change from 
country to country and from generation to gen- 
eration, but at bottom the same fundamental 
fact remains— the exploitation of human labour. 
‘A primordial and permanent 
The Primordial necessity rests upon mankind, 
and Permanent and dominates all manifesta- 
Necessity. tions of their existence: the 
necessity of labour, the neces- 

sity of production. 

As long as the processes of labour (breeding, 
cultivation, handicrafts) are in such a low state 
of development as to barely permit the produc- 
tion of that which is absolutely necessary to the 
existence of each individual worker, there can 
be no question of the exploitation of the labour 
of others. The men go frequently into battle : 
but no one cares for the vanquished, they are 
killed on the spot. Their flesh furnishes a ban- 
quet for the victors. Cannibalism reigns with- 
out cant or hypocrisy. 

But the productive forces are ever growing, 
and this growth forms the principal dynamic of 
history. As soon as man becomes able to pro- 
duee a surplus beyond his absolute necessities, 
this surplus is taken by other men. The van- 
quished foe ceases to become the direct. prey of 
the victor. He becomes instead his slave. — 

At this moment one class begins to work for 
another class as a horse is trained to go under 
the bridle and spur of the rider. 

At this moment the great battle began be- 
tween exploiters and exploited. It is not our 
purpose to tell the long story of this battle nor 
to picture its dramatic scenes. We are not here 
concerned with the heroic deeds, eloquent words, 
striking attitudes, or rallying cries of the prin- 
cipal religious, political and judicial actors. 

Let us remember, however, that as long as 
possible the struggle was carried on outside the 
domain of actuality, outside the field of labour. 
in order to as long us possible keep within the 
“ideal” world of religion and_ polities, — the 
realm of mysticism. 

By this ultra-economic transposition the fact 
of the crime (fait du crime) did not change, but 

it remained coneealed. ‘The 
The Philosophies philosophies of antiquity sane- 
of tified slavery. The Bible dei- 

Antiquity. fied surplus labour when it 

declared, “In the sweat of 
his brow shall man eat bread.” Religion legal- 
ized terrestrial suffering by the intangible 
promise of celestial joys. Only yesterday 
Guizot has dared to say ‘ Labour is a bridle.” 
to-day Tolstoi intones with the mujik Bondareff : 
“In the sweat of the brow shalt thou knead 
bread.” If all this be true, to what purpose 
was the invention of mechanical mixers ? 

If mankind takes all these detours, and strays 
into all these vague and illusory roads, if it will 
arrive but slowly or not at all at the actual 
problem, it is because the material conditions of 
the solution (the immense increase of productive 
forces and powerful concentration of all the 
means of communication) are realized but very 
slowly with the progress of history. 

But the solution grows nearer, economic facts 
develope prodigiously and the view of the con- 
tradictions born of the capitalist regime grows 
clearer every day. The exploitation concealed 
beneath the veil of wages becomes every day 
more evident to an increasing number of 
workers. ‘he material basis of the revolution 
of the workers is now in advance of the individ- 
ual ideas, and it is utopian to seek to delay the 
hour of deliverance. This hour will sound 
whenever the proletariat demands it. 

When one considers all the things consumed, 
utilized or put in reserve each year by the 
totality of any country, when these things are 
reduced to their constituent elements, they will 
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be found in the last analysis to consist only of 
matter and energy supplied by 
Matter nature, and Labour-power sup- 
and plied by man, and nothing 
nergy. more. No one can lay any par- 
ticular individual claim to the 
work of nature. [t ishuman labour alone whieh 
gives social value to things. These things ought 
then to return exclusively to the world of the 
workers. But the most ignorant knows. that 
the fruits of labour are not thus divided. The 
blindest can see that the most savoury of these 
fruits are consumed by an idle and privileged 
class. In modern society, as in the society of 
antiquity, and in the days of feudalism, the pain 
and toilof one class afford freedom and pleasure 
to another. 

Labour manifests itself by an expenditure of 
energy of muscles, of nerves. To consume the 
labour of a human being is to consume this 
energy—these muscles, these nerves: it is to 
eat his flesh and drink his blood. It is the per- 
petration in a new form ~—a final and discuised 
form -of primitive Cannibalism. ° 


The hourgeois, the high-flyers and gluttons 
of the Bourse, are then exactly and without 
metaphor, but living vampires. Their proflig- 
acy, pleasures and voluptuousness are woven 
from the deep sorrows and afflictions of the 
oppressed class. 


Under a regime of exploitation there are only 
three possible positjons— either one receives 
more, less, or just as much as his labour creates. 
lhe excess of production, due to soci: cO-oper- 
ation, which properly belongs to no individual 
but should return equally to all, in no wav 

_ alters this fact. There are three distinct classes : 
the great capitalist, the small capitalist and the 
wage worker. The first and last are alone radi- 
cal. Any midway position is virtually theoret- 
leal : its equilibrium is as unstable as that of 
Blondin crossing the Niagara gorge; for one 
expert who passes, a multitude of inferior bal- 
ancers fall intothe depths of the foaming river. 

Everyone knows that the in- 
termediate class - the middle 
class—(thelittle manufacturers, 
property owners, merchants, 

etc.), which once constituted a 

buffer between these two extremes. is to-day 
buffeted toand fro until it is being pulverised 
hy the competition of the great capitalist. ‘lhe 
small capitalists are constantly being scattered 


The Doom 
of the 
Middle Clauss. 


to the four winds of heaven by failures and 


bankruptcies ; no sooner do they rise in {i tune 
than they fall again and roll hopelessly into the 
proletarian host of the damned. Soon there will 
remain but the two classes: capitalists and 
workers. 

_ To each economic class there is a correspond- 
ing political party. 

On top is the conservative governmental 
party, with all its factions gathered into one 
capitalist mass. At the bottom is the revolution- 
izing Socialist Party. Between these is the wav- 
ering, disappearing party of the small capital- 
ist, a party whose economic basis is continually 
crumbling away, and which, in xpite-ef the 
names it may call itself, is incapable of playing 
any radical role. ; 

Just as the middle class falls away with each 
recurring day, just so does every day see the 
radical party grow smaller and weaker. The 
most far-seeing of the radicals are moving to- 
wards the Socialists: the more cynical, such as 
Yves Guyot, like clowns in the circus. leap 
towards the capitalist party, bursting the 
stretched paper of their old programs as they 
bound through the hoop. ° | 

The undecided ones, the sheep, continue to 
stammer forth the old formule in an indistinct 
murmur. The leader, the vigorous man of the 
party in France, Clemenceau, stalks on alone 
in spite of the prestige of his double talent as 
writer and speaker, because he pretends to judge 
the movements of the social struggle from the 
super-human heights of the natural struggle. 


There remains. taking all in 
all, only two real parties: the 
party of exploitation and the 
party of the emancipation of 
labour. 

Our existence gravitates around labour as the 
earth gravitates around the sun. No sun, no 
planetary life. No labour, no human life. No 


Only 
tiwo real 
Part les. 


” 


| equal labour for all healthy men: no justice, no 
| solidarity, no happiness. 
| Phe capitalist world and its partisans would 
| perpetuate, universalise, increase the exploita- 
tion of human labour. 
| he Socialist world and its partisans would 
Abolish the whole system ool exploitation of 
human labour. 
Phe first considers labour as a punishment 
aimuzzle, a disgrace. They do not wish to be 
punished, muzzled or disgraced. 
their freedom, their honour 
' dabour of others. 


Their glory, 
rests pon the 


The second considers labour as a normal 
manifestation of life, as the Indispensable eon- 
dition of human existence. as the “medium of 
the material cireulation between nature and 
man” (Mare), as the foundation for wt har- 
monious development of body and mind. as a 
spice to enjoyment. They desire this work in an 
equal amount for all, and continually diminish- 
ing in accordance with the progress of technol- 
ogy and its practical applications. 

Chere is no possible conciliation between 
these two worlds and the parties thev represent. 
Choose between them! Join the ranks of one 
or the other of these two armies that are now 
confronting each other—the army of Capital 
and the army of Labour. - 

The battle will never cease until there is no 
more exploitation of labour. 

Then there will be no more classes nor class 
antagonisms. **The government of men will 
give place to the administration of things.” In 
freeing itself the proletariat will have freed 
the whole of society. | 


TT 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


T.H.S. (Redruth),—The reply ef Councillor J. Jones 
at the Meeting in the Camborne Division re. 
ferred to is entirely misleading. The question put 
to him appears to have been to this effect: Was 
Mr, Lee, the secretary of the S.D-F., shown at the 
Shoreditch Conference of that body to have delib- 
erately deceived the membership in connection 
with a certain matter of importance (the cir- 
cumstances attending the withdrawal of Geo 
Lansbury as S.D.F. candidate for Bow and Brom- 
ley to wit). If Mr. Jones replied “that is a lie.” 
Mr. Jones is himselt only just within the confines 
of the truth. The actual fact is that Mr. Lee was 
shown to have been guilty of a fabrication at the 
1902 Conference of the S.D.F. and at the Shore- 
ditch Conference in the following year he admitted 
the truth of the accusation levelled against him 
and annouced that he would be prepared to lie 
again in the interests of his organization. That is 
why we asked in the issue of Tue SOCIALIST 
STANDARD quoted from at Mr. Jones’ meeting 
whether Mr. Lee’s indignant repudiation of the 
charge that the officials of his Organization had 
accepted Tory gold on certain terms. was to be 
regarded as the utterance of steict truth or whether 
this was another occasion on which he felt himselt 
Justihied in lying in the interests of his party. Mr 
Jones will not be silly enough to deny the accur- 
acy of this statement because Mr. Lee's confession 
was made in open Conference within the hearing 
of several score of delegates and others including 
Mr. Jones himself. ° 


R. WALMER (Stepney).—You must not expect too 
much from “ Reynolds.” It isa Liberal Newspaper 
although it angles for working-class suppcrt by 
the somewhat virulent champior ship of what it 
calls ‘‘ Democracy.”’ Of course it isn't democracy 
at all but simply capitalist radicalism or unofficial 
Liberalism. As you are doubtless aware. a Capit- 
alist state can swallow all the political reforms so 
strenuously advocated by “Reynolds” without 
discomfort and has done so. Certainly the work. 
ing-class have not profited and will‘not. Capital- 
ism has nothing to fear from “ Reynolds." On the 
contray, itis all to the advantage of Capitalism 
that it should continue to exist because the paper 
is a powerful aid to working-class sectionalism and 
confusion. Regret we cannot find room for your 
letter, The S'S. is a small papet at present and 
we cannot hope to publish all communications 
received. ' 

Penko Petrov (Tambol).—We have only received one 
card from you, and rephed by letter on March 1% 
to your queries respecting the Countess of Warwick 
and the British Socialist Movement. If you have 
since sent us a letter it has miscarried. We are 
glad to learn of the successful Five-davs Congress 
of the Bulgarian Socialists. | 

G. Foster (Stockbridge.— Letter too late for this issue. 
Sorry you are in difficulties, but that is doubtless 
due to your endeavour to weigh halt-sentences 
Only by taking the whole of the article and 
considering all the arguments adduced can you 
get a fair idea of the writer's meaning. Your 
random selections can hardly be called fair quot- 
ation, we Suggest. 
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Market Place, or from the local secretary. 

Can an organization be * democratic” and 
refuse to answer questions directly relative to 
its existence ? 

ROMFORD DIVISION. And what is the value of its claim to the 

Now that the East Ham Branch has commenced _ possession of a ‘‘free” platform if it closes that 
_ its useful career we can no longer claim the | platform to discussion ? , | 
title of the Romford Division Branch, and this | “ What is the value of its claim that it educates 

may be our last report under this heading. We | the working-class when it refuses to use one of 
_ who have been responsible for the hard slogging | the best educational weapons it has—public 
_ work in this Division have every reason to debate? . | | 

congratulate ourselves upon the results of our | What is the value of its claim that it organ- 
labours. Not only have the East Hammers been | jyo5 the workin g-class upon the basis of its class 
helped upon their feet, but considerable addi- _ interests in opposition to the capitalist class 
tions have been made to the membership of the | when time and again it gives its support to the 
| parent branch. Since March, by dint of sheer | capitalist interest ? | 
hard work we have nearly trebled our members ' Can an organization support the capitalist 
ship, likewise our speakers, so that to-day this | interest and the labour interest, when, on its 
branch possesses five speakers capable of de- | 441 showing, those interests are absolutely 
fending the Socialist position against all comers. | opposed ? a . . 
We have lately extended our sphere of propa- | Can any organisation, except it lack wisdom 
ganda to Barking with every prospect of forming | o, honesty, hold that it is serving working-class 
a local branch there before the outdoor season | jntereats by supporting avowed representatives 
is finished, after which the market town of | of capitalism ? § | 
l’omford will receive our attention. Sympath- | An honest organization lacking only wisdom 
isers in district are invited to club premises any | would readily champion its attitude in public 
evening after 8 o'clock, when we shall be glad | discussion ; but what of the organization which, 
to make their acquaintance, and to put them in having the evidences of its stupidity brought 
_ the way of becoming members of the only mili- | under its notice, refuses to discuss those ae 
tant organisation in the district. _ | _H.C.P. dences? Is it lacking wisdom or honesty 1 
a The local Branch of the S.D.F. was formed 
, <tosee tap rhc tnal+ i regardless of the existence of the local IL.P., yet 
Tre Islington Branch is well maintaining its 


. o member of the Watford S.D.F. can show a 

reeset Uebra's Cantos moot He. stronghold in Finsbury Park, and we are steadily angle point of material difference between the 

my Cause 16 Labour's Cause,--the:canseot Hu: _ and surely convincing our audiences that we are two bodies. What then is the value of the 

manity,—the Cause of God. ' the only party out for the entire abolition of the SD-F. protestation in favour of what it: calls 
For twenty-four years I have been before my | capitelist-clase. Without in any way drawing 


e i . | “* Socialist” unity ? 
ig ey ene _ the ‘‘long bow,” I can report that our Sunday These are a raed of the questions we ask you 
Political er. | 


. Vv . | meetings have been among’ the largest meet- | r yourselves and to insist upon the 

visto ca, site chatnt Gee Ue | ings held in the Park for some time past. The | epareayrg he local S.D.F. answering. They 
best pledge I can give of what my future course | great interest shown by the audiences, and their | will doubtless endeavour to stave off your inter- 
of action will be. Whether in Parliament or out inquiring attitude, foreshadow a large influx of rogations by irrelevant talk of “abuse,” “ mis- 
of it, I always have been, and always shall be | class-conscious workers into our ranks in the representation,” “vilification” end so forth. 
found on the side of the Workers. I know near future. Within one month of the issuing When we ask tliese questions they call it abuse - 
everything that is to be known about the life | of the Party Manifesto we sold 310 copies—we iar vol wouretaoreiairsiiie (lee aa 


it misrepresentation. 
Do not, however, allow them to put you off 


LITERARY 
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No. 1.—Mr. Keir Hardie’s Election 
Address. 
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’ a se 
Mertuyr Borovucus PariiaMenrary Evecrion 1900. 


TO THE ELECTORS, 
Gentlemen, ¢ 
It is with pleasure that I accept the hearty | 
invitation of the 
TRADE-UNIONISTS of the MERTHYR 
BOROUGHS 
to come forward in the Labour interest as a 
Candidate for the representation of the contitu- 
ency in the House of Commons. 
The confidence and friendship shown by this 
invitation is an honour which I value as being 
far above riches. 
WE ARE NO STRANGERS TO ONE 
ANOTHER. | 
was among you endeavouring to cheer, en- 
Batis and ieengilinn you in the dark days of 
your recent great Industrial struggle. Not many | 
years ago, when during the Hauliers Strike, the 
Government sent soldiers into your District, it 
was MY VOICE THAT PROTESTED against | 
this in Parliament, when others upon whom you — 
had more claims were silent. 


Born and reared in a Collier's cottage, and | 


fterwarda working for FOURTEEN YEARS selling well. We sold 65 copies of No. 12 at our | 
afterw cE} ! 


| first Sunday meeting in August. _ We assure he Manifesto of ‘The Socialist 

IN THE PIT, I know only too well what such a | our comrades, especially the Paddington stal- eoneier eee oe: ” ae at eee 

life means, and I am not willing that any human - warts, that they will have to look to their laurels eis a histo acid tinted rou napeatliniant 

being ae continue in the life without further” as we intend to head the list in sales of Party . ae RD ara eee Aa 

tana VeewersbancTul ialiat | literature. ak justify their position 
I am a Democrat, in Politics, and a Socialist > Ou r comrades have successfully repelled the | and then call upon —_ = sna a sis 

in Economics. I first learned my Socialism in attacks of every other political faction who week | °F g0- ; 


the New Testament, where I still find my chief | by week congregate here. We have had a Mr. 


| 
| 
atid work ot «Miner. | will soon have sold 500. The Party Organ is 
f 
| 
| 


inspiration. 


ae ere te oe ee resentative is moderate | Fitzgerald, while Comrade Lehane has knocked 
and reasonable enough. In a constituency where | 


we are in an overwhelming majority, we ask but — facta and figures. Representatives of every 
for half the representation. Workers ! in being 


SELVES! Let us, then, work hard for a great | where we fail to lay before the working-class a 


Labour Victory at the Polls on Tuesday next. 


Wilson (Cobdenite) in opposition to Comrade | 
Practical Socialism is so simple that a child 
may understand it. It is a kind of National 


Scheme of Co-operation managed by the State 
The postal and telegraph service is the 


holes in Mr. Sansom’s (Tariff Reform League) 


have an opportunity at these meetings of 


manage the public business with economy and 


: ! ‘ sof | Sehem 
SELVES! "Lt us, then, work hard for eevewe | taking the platform against us and of showing | Standing proof of the capacity of the State to 
| 


zentlemen, Respectfully Yours, 
on J. KEIR HARDIE. 
Lochnorris, Cumnock, Scotland, 
September, 1900. 
ee, aeoee 


' Clear and logical position. Yet we still breathe ! 


At the corner of Highbury Fields, where we 
hold finedlaas wisedliaps every Wednesday even- Major General Franklyn has been appointed 


as i ittee at the War Office to 
ing, th has just been erected a statue “ In chairman of the commit 
| via Gane of ninety-eight Islingtonians consider and report on neers ig poole: 
_ who died for their country in the last South reception at home of inv “ m pe 
| African butchery, What of the memory of their | hostilities in case of war. a ma fact, 


success. (!!!) Labour Leader Leaflet. 


pions es Aaa pescilceccosin widows and orphans? Does the sight of this | the existing arrangements as ay grr avin 
To THOSE who follow the sequence of political | piece of cold statuary relieve their pangs of | wounded are always ere oe ee 
events with anything like interest, the extraord- | fina er? Do their pinched and ha df. bea grateful na tion, ss w en the ent 

inary mental muddle manifested by some of the - light up with a “holy joy” when, instead of | wears off there is always the morkion a 
men whom the L.R.C. are content to pay at the | their bread-winner, they find a of crmn fel: | *, 

rate of £200 per annum (200 dirty pieces of | less bronze? The little children cry for bread 'Y Our criminals, our lunatics, our paupers, 

gold as the chairman of their group, Mr. John | and are given a stone! leone coontteell thetwisten, anor ail livtae ce: 

athe Unexapleved Bane ey aconneetion | It is our mission to do what men may tousher der better hygienic conditions than millions 

with the Unemployed Bill, cannot have ang | in the glorious days of Socialism, in which | ae ane ue acbec, the’ s@ehastal gad 

noe See 1 pees) She Commons Mr, | oppression and butchery shall find no place, the honest who inhabit the more crowded 

! quarters of our cities. . . In plain English, 

| the law of life is a hundredfold better applied 


in our prisons, our asylums, and our work- 
WATFORD. _ houses, than it is in the quarters in which our 


. Y te.—Re eree. 

Fellow members of the Watford: Working-Class, _ honest poor do congrega f 

We put it to you that the a napa opm 
claiming to be democratic and to have a ‘ree The special attention of 
. . . | . ° lating | pe 

‘ . Hardie s ted the Bill knowing that _ platform, declines to answer questions re 1g | : 
t pg ances Mr. Crooks thous it to its political attitude and refuses to defend in all concerned is directed 

to the alteration in the 


2 a ; acl ic discussion the position it has taken up 
wasn’t, and Mr. Crooks supported the Bill be- | public « uss. siti | 

; Te : ly | (although it is quite willing to discuss that 
cause he thought it was of some use and only | ( g ] seat nt the Editorial 
Committee. 


Keir Hardie rose to explain that he had no hope, 
personally, that the bill could be of any use | 
whatever, but as Mr. Crooks was somewhat 
sanguine in the matter he would be prepared ) 
u rt it. 
me Aderthe Bill had passed, Mr. Crooks is re- 
ported as having given it as his opinion that he | 
was afraid the Bill was of no practical utility. So | 


but a joyous existence for all shall be assured. 
a C. Tuorp. 


afterwards found it wasn’t. Of the two which position in private) is an organization that has | 
laid himself open to the greater censure—Mr. something to conceal. — What it | 
Hardie for voting against his knowledge on the lhe 8.D.F. is such an organs ‘i | 
recommendation of a man who apparently had has to conceal may be y Tt y Social . Pa eee et 
no knowledge, or Mr. Crooks for voting on a ence to the Manifesto 3 btai abl os hs & ae 
subject requiring knowledge before first of all Great Britain (price 1¢ ) - “en SS aie 
obtainiitg that knowledge ? day evening meetings of the Party 


4 


The receipt of a copy of this paper is an 
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the marriage convention. 
who is aware of the operation of the Life Force 
which makes man the quarry and woman the 
eternal hunter, has fled from the woman (Ann) 
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BOOKS AND BOOKLETS. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF A FARCEUR, 
Maw anp Surermay, by G. Berxarp SHAW. 


Sam my friend of the Civil Service,“ You should 
read Shaw. He will broaden your outlook. You 
arc too narrow and bigoted and pedantic. Marx- 
ists always are. Shaw faces facts. He doesn’t 
blink them. His philosophy embraces them all. 
Read him!” Then came Mr. Bettany in the 
Bookman to say “Bernard Shaw... . is a 
profoundly and persistently earnest person. ”’ 
So that I began to feel that perbaps Shaw had 


not been fairly treated. It occurred to me that 


the gorgeous buffoonery of certain of his contrj- 
butions to newspapers and magazines, or the 
desperate nonsense of “ Fabianism and Empire ”’ 
which represented the sum total of my know- 
ledge of Shaw's work, were probably not fair 
material upon which to base an estimate of a 
man’s position. Alternatively it was suggested 


to me that if his position was as faulty as | then: 


thought it, it might have happened that Shaw 
had considered the error, not to say the silliness, 
of his ways. How else could the opera bouffe 
Shaw become the profoundly earnest Shaw ? 

Therefore I have recently read the book 
specially commended to me as an example of 
the profoundly earnest Shaw, the Shaw of the 
great and all embracing philosophy, the incisive 
logician, Shaw. I have read “ Man and Super- 
man” and—I'm glad I obtained the copy from 
the free library and risked none of my hardly 
earned siller in a purchase. 

The book consists of— 

(a) An epistle dedicatory to A. B. Walkley. 

(b) The play “ Man and Superman.” 
/‘*e) The Revolutionist’s Handbook. - 


( (d) Maxims for Revolutionists. 


With regard to (a) there is nothing to be said 
except that I’m sorry for Mr. Walkley and hope 
he knows what Mr. Shaw is talking about. [f 
he does—and as Mr. Shaw claims him for some- 
thing in the nature of a kindred spirit, he may 
—he is probably the only one, apart from Mr. 
Shaw (although I eam inclined to make no 
exception of Mr. Shaw even), in that happy (or 
is it unhappy ?) position. He is the Superman ! 

(b) Is of so much importance to the elabora- 
tion and explanation of Mr. Shaw’s theme that 
it can be taken out of the book entirely as extran- 
eous matter! | The play, with the exception of 
an interlude in Hell, in which Don Juan holds 
prosy converse with the devil upon various 
philosophic issues greatly to the discomfort of 
the latter, has no material connection with the 
conservation of the Life Force which Mr. Shaw 
is concerned to expound, and seems to have been 
introduced to fill the book out and to give the 
writer an opportunity for the manufacture of a 
few grotesque situations, a few flouts at what is 
known as respectability; a few gibes at conven- 
tion, and a few sneers at Socialists of the type 
that Mr. Shaw has specially created for his own 
amusement, a type that exists only in the per- 
verted imagination of Mr. Shaw and the imag- 
inations of those who swear by him—like my 
civil servant—and who, although they heroically 
assume the label “‘ Sucialist ” for certain genteel 
and cultured functions at which they can pose 
effectively as personifications of heterodoxy and 
advanced thought, know so little of Socialism 
and its champions that they are unaware that 
their leader has, to utilise a useful colloquialism, 
‘sold them a pup.” 

Mr. Shaw’s method in this, as in his other 
efforts, is the method of the iconoclast run mad. 
Every conception of good, every aspiration to 
the higher and nobler, is, in common with the 
expressions of convention and orthodoxy, trans- 
formed into idols only to be knocked down and 
danced upon. ‘The false and the true, the just 
and the unjust, meet an identical fate. Why 
not? Mr. Shaw has a reputation to maintain. 
He is expected to do these things. And he will 


continue to do them until the * intellectuals ” 


whom he patronises and who patronise him, 
have found another god to break the idol, Shaw. 

The play consists in great part of a tilt against 
The man (‘Tannar) 
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who, animated by the same force, has marked 
him out as the predestined father of the child 
she is to bear. She has overtaken him, and 
their courtship, so sacred a proceeding to ortho- 
doxy, finds expression thus 

Tannar--And do you care for me? 

Ann — Now, Jack, behave yourself. 

Tannar—Infamous, abandoned 
Devil! . 

Ann— Boa-constrictor ! lephant ! 

Tannar Hypocrite! 

After which they marry! — Their offspring 
might easily have been Councillor McAllen it 
heredity can transmit a predisposition to the 
use Of similar language. 

However, the play in this case is not the 
thing. The thing is 

(c) The Revolutionist’s Handbook. In it Mr. 
Shaw sets out his gospel and _ his philosophy. 
To him nothing matters except the production 
of the mentally fit. Physical fitness is subservient 
to, although he is obliged to concede that is 
necessary to, the mental. And Mr. Shaw, the 
facile and the incisive, works to his conclusions 
by the extraordinary process of swallowing the 
propositions of those whose opinions he derides 
as unsound and unscientific, although he en- 
deavours to cover the weakness of his position 
with a profusion of * flashy” words and pseudo- 
cynical comments sufficient to gladden the hearts 
of the shallow pates who hail him genius. 

We learn that although revolutionists make 
too much of the obstacles set up by property, 
the very first condition tu the production of the 
Superman is that every person should be trained 
and nourished as a possible parent; which im- 
plies the abrogation of property because pro- 
perty in the hands of a class means the subju- 
gation and enslavement of the propert yless, and 
produces the very conditions that constitute 
the problem, creates the very obstacles to the 
effectual handling of it. 

Again, the practical abrogation of property 
and marriage, the two institutions having the 
greatest hold upon the mass of the people, yet 
the two which must be broken down before it 
is possible to successfully experiment in the 
procreation of the mentally fit, will, we are 
assured, occur without being much noticed, and 
this notwithstanding that ‘God himself cannot 
raise a people above its own level.” On the one 
hand one of the greatest changes of all is to be 
effected without the people knowing anything 
about it, and on the other no change worth 
talking about can be wrought except by the 
consent of these same people, a consent that is 
dependent upon understanding, as Mr. Shaw is 
at pains to emphasize with predictions of catas- 
truphe, unless we can hare a democracy of 
Supermen! Which seems as intelligent a pre- 
sentation as the Keir Hardie idea of Socialism 
coming as a thief in the night. 

From whence then will the superfine mental 
mechanism of mankind come, and how? Mr. 
Shaw apparently doesn’t know, but he is sure 
it must be born of a woman (which isn't exactly 
profound) and must be the result of careful 
investigation and experiment (which isu’t ex- 
ceedingly helpful). 

He talks of possible human stud farins, either 

privately or State controlled and the like, but 
he does not deal with the question of first 
importance in this connection, Viz., how every 
person is to be properly trained and nourished 
us a possible parent. 
The whole of his argument elaborately evades 
this point. We are treated to page after page of 
the usual fantastic and irrelevant Hummery that 
will doubtless satisfy an ** intellectual,” but will 
hardly mislead a serious student even of ele- 
mentary political economy. : 

The fact is of cpurse, that only by the removal 
of the obstacles set up by the present form of 
property ownership can the conditions favour- 


woman ! 


_ able to the birth of super«witted men aud women 


be secured. And those obstacles can Only be 
removed, as if would seem Mr. Shaw is obliged 
to allow, by“an intelligent democracy under- 
standing the underlying causes of the present 
property relationship and ready to apply the 
remedy. 

And what are those underlying causes ? 

They consist of the private possession of the 
machinery of production and the consequent 
Oppression and exploitation of the NON-passessors 
of that machinery. 
the public ownership and control of the machin- 


And the remedy ? Clearly, 


~ 
é 


ery from which alone the Property owner derives 
his power, and the exercise of Which results in 
the creation and aggravation of the problem 
Mr. Shaw set out to deal with, 

We cannot Ove @ step w ithout bemy forcibly 
brought up agaimst we Obstacles rused by 
property, Mr. Stiaw Mie sain amd w rigele 
and throw off a cloud of words in lis endeavour 
10 estipe lacing the results of the contention 
Which lis desire to score off the low-bred Marx - 
ints has led hin to make. But he will have to 
come back in the last resort to their position, 
and although he will no doubt carry off his own 
humiliation by a display of rhetorical tireworks 
olf super brillianey, he mittst eat lis leek, never- 
theless. 

Lt read Shaw for the Huprovement ol may laind, 
but Shaw las no material Wherewith to broaden 
It. tis wondertul plilosopliy based upou a 
recognition of the persistence of the Life Force is 
absurbed with the tirst mulk of every student of 
biology. His indictment of convention aud ortho- 
doxy bas no merit of originality. His pessimistic 
estate of the possibilities of tle Working-Class 
population is no more than the outcolme OL a sup- 
ericial survey of industrial evo! ullun, u survey 
that takes nou serious cognizance of tue depend- 
ency of all expressions of Luman ucuVvily Upon 
methods of production, and that therelore 
neither appreciates the fact that the stupidity 
and apathy of the working-class ure directly 
tracable to their centuries vid subjugation, nor 
that the removal of the torces that Keep Lem 
In Suvjection (the obstacles set up by property) 
will eusure their rebabilitation as — Modu. Shaw 
pleases—potential supermen. air. Saw ius no 
iuessage tor the earnest enquirer alter tue Uruti, 
He has built tus reputation UpOL un eXleusive 
vocabulary, a literary simartuess that serves only 
to lead Lina iuto impossible pusilions, and a cer- 
tain ability to Lampoon. With su Dltine and chiarac- 
terisuc Cunceit Le tias repeatedly asserted Lis 
capacity to bury the reputation of Mary. Lt would 
be wiser if he urstout all took the trouble to read 
him. 

The tinal few pages of the book ure Inude up 
of (d) Maxims tor tevolutonists, sume vl Wluch 
are slart ehougu. But iey suffer trom the 
Shavian lack vf discrimination already relerred 
to. Lhe method is easy enough. We lake un 
uccepled maxi, such us, suy, ** Honour thy 
father and thy mother and thy days shall be 
long in the land,” and we change it mto Don t 
worry about the Lonor due to your father and 
mother or your days are not likely to be very 
lengthy.” tt would be uo dithcult task for u 
man with some skill with the pen to manutac- 
ture a few such “maxis.” Set among sume vi 
the genuine artucies it would. L doubt not, puzzle 
many of the most enthusiastic diciples of Mr. 
Shaw to divide the sheep trom the goats. 

However, the book will, | expect, find lodge- 
ment in the flats of the faithtul and on the shelves 
of “culture.” it is by G.B.S., and U.BS. 
happeus to be the thing just now. A.J .M.U. 
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Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
LECTURE LIST FOR SEPTEMBER. 


AY MORNING, 11.30. 
ERSEA, Prince’s Head.- 
10th —-R. Kenny. 


SU 
BAT 


T. W. Allen. 17th 


3rd 


H. Young. 24th —F. S. Leigh. Oct. Ist—T. A. | 


Jackson. 
EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms. 


J. Kent. 10th: -E. Philpot, P. C. Herbert. 
24th—J. H. Kennett. 


3rd 

lith—F. C. Dawkins. 

Oct, Ist--J. Kent. 
FINSBURY PARK. 

3rd—C. Lehane. 10th—John Crump. 17th. 

C. Lehane. 24th —J. Fitzgerald. Oct. Ist 

C. Lehane. 

ILFORD, Roden Street, Ilford Lane. 
3rd—-F. (. Dawkins. 10th-—J. Kent. 17th— 
J. Kent. 24th—P. C. Herbert. Oct. Ist—J. 
Kennett. . 

KENNINGTON TRIANGLE. 
3rd—T. A. Jackson. 10th—F. 8. Leigh. 17th— 
J. Fitzgerald. 24th—T. W. Allen. Oct. Ist— 
H. J. Newman. 

PADDINGTON, outside Prince of Wales. 
3rd—J.Crump. 10th-—T. W. Allen. 
A. Anderson. 24th—C. Lehane. 
F. C. Watts. 

TOTTENHAM, West Green. 
3rd—A. Anderson. 10th—C. Lehane. 17th— 
T. W. Allen. 24th—A. Anderson. Oct. Ist— 
A. Anderson. 

WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher’s Hill. 


3rd-—R. H. Kent. 10th—J. Fitzgerald. 17th— | 
J. Crump. 24th ——T. A. Jackson. Oct. Ist-— | 


T. W. Allen. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 3.30. 
VICTORIA PARK. 
3rd—T. A. Jackson. 10th—G. C. H. Carter & 
W. Gifford. 17th—R. Kenny. 24th—G. C. H. 
Carter & W. Gifford. Oct. lst—-F. C. Dawkins. 
SUNDAY EVENING. 
BARKING BROADWAY, 7.45. 

3rd —P. C. Herbert & C. Turner. 10th —J. Kent. 


17th—G. C. H. Carter & W. Gifford. 24th—J. | 


Kent. Oct. lst—F. C. ae & C. Turner, 
BATTERSEA, Priftee’s Head, 7.30. 

3rd —F. C. Watts. 10th—H. J. Newman. 17th 

—John Crump. 24th-- T. A. Jackson. Oct. Ist 

—A. Anderson. 


EDMONTON, Angel Road, 7.0 


3rd—T. A. Jackson. 10th—A. Anderson. 17th | 


| 9th—T. A. Jackson & A. Pearson. 
‘Lehane & J. Crump. 23rd—A. Anderson & 


—R. H. Kent. 24th— A. Pearson. 
FINSBURY PARK, 6.30 

3rd-—C. Lehane. 10th—C. Lehane. 

J. Fitzgerald. 

C. Lehane. 
FULHAM, Effic Road, 7.30 

3rd —E. J. B. Allen. 10th—T. A. Jackson. 

17th--F.C. Watts. 24th-—J. Fitzgerald. Oct. 

Ist—-E. J. B. Allen. : 

PECKHAM RYE, 6.30 
3rd—A. Anderson. 10th-—J. Fitzgerald. 17th 
—E. J.B. Allen. 24th—T. W. Allen. Oct. Ist 
F. S. Leigh. 

SEVEN KINGS STATION, 7.45 
3rd—J. Kent. 10th—P. C. Herbert. 17th— 
F. C. Dawkins. 24th—J. H. Kennett. Oct. Ist 
—J. Kent. 

TOOTING BROADWAY, 7.30 
3rd—C. Fairbrother. 10th—-T. W. Allen. 17th 
—F.S. leigh. 24th —-T. A. Jackson. 
—H. J. Newman. 

TOTTENHAM, West Green, 7.0 


17th— 


3rd— T. A. Jackson. 10th-—A. Anderson. 17th | 


—A. Anderson. 24th—-A. Anderson. Oct. lst — 
J. Fitzgerald. 
WATFORD, Market Place, 6.30 
3rd —F. 8. Leigh. 10th-- 
T. A. Jackson. 24th—F. C. Watts. 
WANSTEAD PARK STATION, 7.45 
3rd—G.C. H. Carter & W. Gifford. 
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| 24th—F. C. Dawkins. Oct. Ist—G. H.C. Carter | 
| & W. Gifford. 


WOOD GREEN, Jolly Butcher's Hill, 8.0 
3rd—J. Crump. 10th—R. H. Kent. 17th—J. 

Fitzgerald. 24th—. Lehane. 

Crump. 
| MONDAY. 

ILFORD, Roden St., Ilford Lane, 8.30 
4th--J. Kent. 11th —P. C. Herbert. 
F.C. Dawkins. 25th —.J. H. Kennett. Oct. 2nd 
—J. Kent. 

TUESDAY. 
CLERKENWELL, Garnault Place, 8.30. 
5th —C. Lehane. 12th—A. Anderson. ?6th-— 

T. A. Jackson. , 
WEDNESDAY. 
HIGHBURY CORNER, 8.30 


 6th—A. Anderson. 13th—C. Lehane. 2Uth— 


- | T. A Jackson. 27th—QJ. Fitzgerald. 


THURSDAY. 
HORNSEY, High Street, 8.30 
ith— J. Crump. 14th—T. A. Jackson. 21st — 
A. Anderson. 28th—C. Lehane. 

LEYTONSTONE, Lansdowne Road, 8.30. 
| 7th—F. C. Dawkins. I4th--P. C. Herbert & 
|. Philpot. 21st--W. Gifford & J. Kent. 28th 
| —J. H. Kennett. Oct. 5th—J. Kent. 

MILE END WASTE, 8.15 
' 7th—E. Philpot & P. C. Herbert. 14th—J. 
Kent & C. Turner. 21st —T. A. Jackson. 28th 
__F. GC. Dawkins & C. Turner. Oct. 5th—J. H. 
| Kennett & C. Turner. 
| ST. ANN’S, VICTORIA CRESCENT, 8.30 
7th --T. A. Jackson. 14th—-J. Crump. 21st— 
C. Lehane. 28th—A. Anderson. 
FRIDAY. . 
PECKHAM, top of Rye Lane, 8.30 
ist—John Crump. 8th—H. Belsey. 15th—H. 
T. Newman. 22nd—Humpbhrey Murrell. 29th 
—T.. A. Jackson. Oct. 6th—H. T. Newman. 
SATURDAY. 

EAST HAM, opposite Ruskin Arms, 8.0 
Ind—G. C. H. Carter and C. Turner. 9th— 
T. A. Jackson. 16th—E. Philpot and Jeffery. 
| 29rd —G. C. H. Carter & W. Gifford. 30th— 
| J. H. Kennett. 

FOREST HILL STATION, 8.0 
2nd—E. J. B. Allen. 9th--T. A. Jackson. 
16th—H. Belsey. 23rd—H. J. Newman. 30th 


| —John Crump. 


WALTHAM ABBEY, 8.30 


9th—C. Lehane & R. H. Kent. 16th—A. 
23rd—J. Crump & 


T. A. Jackson. 30th—A. Anderson & R. H. 
Kent. 
WALTHAM CROSS, 7.30 


R. H. Kent. 30th—J. Crump & A. Pearson. 


24th—J. Crump. Oct. Ist— | 


NOW READY. 


S.P.G.B. LIBRARY, No. 1. 


MANIFESTO 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


Containing, in full detail, a statement of the 


Principles, Policy, & Rules 


OF THE PARTY. 


| Reynolds says it is “‘amusing reading because 


re) 
Socialist and Labour Parties.” 


‘ oe ee eee 
PRICE: ONE PENNY. 

Post free, 1 copy, 1}d.; 6 copies, 5d.; 12 copies, 9d. 
Special terms for larger quantities. Orders and remit- 
| tances should be forwarded to the Literature Agent of 
the S.P.G.B.,— 

F. C. Warts, 154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, 
London, W. 


E. tor the Proprietors, The Socialist Party of Great Britain, and published by A. Anderson, 


Oct. Ist—John | 


18th— | 


16th—C. | 


f its terse and graphic description of other | 


September 2nd, 1900. 
THE 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 
107, CHarctorte St., Loxnox, W. 
A ANDERSON. 


Acting General Secretary 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W Branch 
meets every Monday at &30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 


| CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 


the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzrov Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.-—J. Fitzgerald, Sec., 34, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
Ist and 3rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST HAM.—E. Philpot, Sec., 14, Coleridge Avenue, 
Manor Park, E._ Branch meets every Wed- 
nesday at 8.30 at above address. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—A. Jacobs, Sec., 79, 
Moody Street, Mile End, E. Branch meets 
every Friday at the Secretary's address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenny, Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd., 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, SW. Branch meets 
alternate Mondays at 8 p.m. Economic Class, 
by J. Fitzgerald, every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
Non-members invited. 

ISLINGTON.—C. Thorp, Sec., 79, Grove Road, Hol- 
loway, N. Branch meets Tuesdays at 8.30 at 
the Co-op. Stores, 79, Grove Rd., Holloway. 


PADDINGTON.---T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 


PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monday 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—AIl communications to 
the Secretary, S.P.G.B. Club, 43, York Road, 
Ilford. Branch meets Fridays at 8 at Club, 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 
Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at he address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—].,W. Robertson, Secretary, ¥7, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N._ Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
address. 

WATFORD.—T. Wilkins, Sec., 16, Merton Rd., Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 
Rd., Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 
Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 


| WOOD GREEN.-—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 


Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Ist and 3rd Thursday at 
8.30 p.m. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 

Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 
Comrades desiring to acquire or sell books on 
Social Science, etc. (new or second-hand), should 
send particulars to the Literature Agent, from 
whom the undermentioned unsoiled works may 
be obtained at prices stated. 


CAPITAL. 


A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION. 


By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 10/6.) 


Carriage Free ds. 6d. 


SIX CENTURIES. OF WORK AND 
WAGES. 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR. 


By PROF. J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised, Published at 10/6.) 


5s. 6d. 


———$— 


Carriage Free 


* POVERTY. 
A STUDY OF TOWN LIFE. 
By B. SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
(Illustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &c.) 
(Published at 1016.) 
Carriage Free 4s. 6d 


107, Charlotte St., London, W. 
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SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
in the interest of the whole commanity. 


Declaration of Principles 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 


That society as at present constituted is 
based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antag- 
onism of interests, manifesting itself as a class 
struggle, between those who possess but do not 
produce, and those who produce but do not 
possess. 

That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 
version into the common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the order of social evolution the 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinction of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. - 

That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class. 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

THE Sociauist Party or Great Britain, there- 
fore, enters the field of political action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly 
capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


Readers who can endorse the foregoing In Its 
entirety are invited to communicate with the 
Secretary of the nearest) Branel or with the 
Creneral Secretary. See Directory, page a. 
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[Monruiy, One 


THE INEVITABILITY OF SOCIALISM. 


WE are told by the poet that :— 
“ Two principles in human nature reign, 

Self love to urge and reason to restrain,” 
Another principle which manifests itself as an 
essential feature of our common human nature 
is sentiment or altruism. 

Now if we take these three principles and 
apply them to our everyday lives do we find 
anything in them which would lead us to hope 
for greater progress towards Socialisin in the 
Giture than in the past? It is natural that man 
should strive to secure the good things of life 

as he understands them- for himself. It isa 
platitude that the human heart is buoyed up 
with selfishness. Everywhere we are told that 
man 1s ready to secure his own advantage at 
the expense of his fellow. 


A RESULT OF MAN’S SELF-LOVE 


is that he naturally envies his fellow who 
is more richly endowed with the good 
things of this life. When therefore. we 
have a class who are living in a condi- 
tion of inferiority to another class we must 
expect that sooner or later the former will seek 
for as good conditions as the latter. ‘The 
working-class in every capitalist country finds 
itself situated in such a condition of inferiority. 
Whether it is the means for satisfying the 
physical, intellectual or emotional side of his 
nature, the worker is faced with the fact that he 
receives not the best but the worst which his 
time and country produces. 

It is true that the rich are not altogether free 
from the evil results of their own advantages. 
A condition of their class privilege is the ex- 
ploitation, or robbery, of the worker. When 
the worker has by his labour turned the raw 
material into manufactured product the em- 
ployer takes the whole of the finished article 
as his own. Out of its value he offers if he 
sees the possibility of personal gain—a small 
fraction to the worker to continue the work of 
producing. 

THE CONSEQUENCE FOR THE WORKER 
is cheap clothing, cheap food, Insanitary housing, 
all of them conditions making for the germina- 
tion of disease. But alas! it is impossible for the 
capitalist to give the worker a complete mono- 
poly of disease. The air, impregnated with its 
germs, Is carried by all the winds of Heaven 
even into the palatial residences of the rich. 
Here it meets with women and children pos- 
sessing a hot-house culture, and the results are 
that the capitalist conscience is for a brief 
moment awakened. Soon, however, the heart 
of our modern Pharaoh is hardened, and the 
conscience Is again lulled to sleep. With the 
worker, however, the trouble is everlasting. 
IMsease 18 always with him .and he tends to 
become angry with conditions which mean the 
loss of some loved one through the ravages of 
a remediable disease. 

The spirit of altruism the desire for the 
welfare of his fellows is a characterisuic of the 
modern man. We all know how quickly he 
responds to the telling of the story of some 
good deed, how he sympathises with the pathos, 
aye, and with the bathos of many a life his- 
tory. His heart thrills when he hears of brave 
men risking their lives for the lives of their 


:O: 


—_ 


fellows, 
wherein 

VIRTUE TRICMPHS AND VICE IR REPELLED. 
Vicious and cruel actions raise a storm of in- 
dignation within him. 

True, all these emotions are futile 
him from wrong doing, from, under the in- 
Huence of competitive conditions, harming as 
much as possible those with whom he cum- 
petes. But it shows that man once rid of his 
sordid capitalist environment would rise toa 
higher level both of self-esteem and of altruism 
than is possible in a society based upon the 
individual ownership of property. 

When self-love and altruism combine 
mind of the worker to foree him to seek a 
betterment of the economic conditions of his 
class he can by the exercise of his reasoning 
faculties acquire a knowledge of the means 
whereby stich betterment is to be secured. He 
looks around him and sees the actual conditions 
of existence —-the worker poor, the non-worker 
rich—and he is constrained to ask why those 
who do the work of the community are deprived 
of the fullest measure of enjoyment from the 
fruits of that work. 

This question can only be answered by an 
Investigation into 

THE CONDITIONS OF Work, 


his most popular literature is that 


to prevent 


in the 


This study is two-fold. 
historical and economical. From historical 
research the student learns that present day 
methods of production are of no great antiquity, 
lt is by no means permanent in its hature. He 
analyses the processes which have led from the 
old local handicrafts system with its mysteries 
and jealousy between rival towns to the world- 
wide capitalist production which now prevails. 
He sees that in the evolution which led to this 
result a revolution in industrial processes his 
occurred, and that the relations of those en- 
gaged in industrial operations have also been 
revolutionised. 

Under the handicraft system the worker Was 
the owner of his tool, and of the product of 
lis labour : to-day the worker has ceased to 
vwn his tools. The machine has become the 
Inost Mnportant factor in production, and this 
is owned by a class who do not take any 
part m the production. As a result of this 

DIVORCE OF THE WORKER 
front his means of production, and of his 
possessing nothing but his power of work- 
Ing, a condition has arisen Whereby he can 
be forced to sell himself in order to Inauntaln 
his life. 

ixamining the actual methodsof thiscapitalist 
System our student finds that so long as the 
system of capitalist production with its) in- 
dividual ownerslip of the means of  wealtl; 
production: prevails, so long must the worker 
sell his activity become a slave 
must the corollaries of this slavery, 
nusery, Want, poverty, and degradation continue. 

The worker bringing his reason to bear upon 
the facts acquired by a historical and economic 
examination of wealth production will be foreed 
to the conclusion that the element which is the 
cause of all the trouble is the fact that wealth 
is inckviddually owned, and mdividually con- 


of wealth production. 


ana sO long 


disease. 





' t ofthis ntrol thorn i 
: Ql ther 


Bare enabled “to opolisa@l th 
Struing f ci nnd invégition= | 
b worker, en ‘| He | 


A TRAVRSTY OF AN EDUCATION 


our modes of wealth production, 
lune soesal possession of what bus become a | 
social servies, that is to say of the coment. | 
taking complete ownership and control of | 
whole of the material conditions of life that a | 
remedy can be obtained from the evils which | 
5 “e ‘ ~ a 
eit chin tinned comin g rapidly. nearer 16 | 
every “ay more.apparent. society Breer a 
upon the Gommoyial ‘Owners of wea wig 
coming every day more and more-near. - is | 
society of the future will be based upon a con- 
dition which will prevent 
A SORDID RIVALRY OF MATERIAL INTRRESTS 
man and, man, Competition for | 
rom will face vanished. ‘The antagonism | 
of classes will have disappeared, and it will 
be possible for man to really harmonise his 
self-interest with the Jelatigs of his fellows in | 
lety which satisfies his reason. 
: Ee sich a society where man dominates | 
machinery and wins more and more power over ! 
nature, wresting from her her innermost secrets | 
not for the benefit of a few but for the good of | 
all, will be pleasant and men will pass from the | 
cradle to the grave free from any of the carking | 
cares of capitalism. Such a lifeis possible only | 
when Socialism is achieved, and it is the duty of 
every an to hasten the day which shall give 
humanity so great ameed of joy. R.E. 
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* ELECTIONITIS.” 
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n 
n 
w : standing for Socialigme,who, wit atehon- * 


more common fallacy than to suppose that. the , 


' workers can wrest anything from the oppressors. 
_ The tgue power lies in the quality of tlie vote 


| 80 faras they affect theattainmentof his objective. ry 
| *hat it ts impossible to effect any other than an | we will consider which of the palliatives would 
| abstract separation between the man and the | have the immediate effect of improving the 
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gagee y ey l= hao of | ae of position of ‘ah¥ elected candi- = 
hlist votés wondd: have fallen; | . hé -repre- 
ative whocannot stand on his Socialist vote 
-@fone, whatever his position may be as the 
al champion of reform, certainly ig not the repre- 
sentative of Socialism, as will be discovered 
directly he takes Socialist action. es 
‘Into the power of such representatives to 
obtatm palliatives, or into the etheiency of pallia- 
tives:-when they are obtained, we are not at the 
W. moment enquiring. We are dealing with this 
; Ut up on — question as Socialists, aeigeherce pure; if ; tee 
ality mieasur tgiven, and as such we are concerned, no 
a et: kee 5 ang i ‘alse | 7 ila but with revolutioy, therefore, 
or é eAncering stiécess. ‘There i 90 1 not with the obtaining, or the efficacy, of reforms, 
ceekepatls but with the effect of their advocacy and realisa- 
tion in speeding or retarding our ideal. 

The scientific Socialist realises that the return 
to labour, that is the total wage, is not arbitra- 
rily determined, but must be subject to some 
which placed him in the position he fills.  genen J law. Thig law is aduitid to be the. 

It is the undoubted tendency where men fall J, V: og supply and -demand. There ore any 
under the influence of any particular school, | palliative which has the effect of increasing t le 
whether in art, politics, philosophy or other supply of labour-power (we ones aban NG 
sphere of intellectual activity, for them to become remain constant) must necessarily reault in a 


man who is elected to place is the power of whic 
the ruling-class are afraid or by which the _ 


_ mere pedantic partizans; let us, therefore, in _ in wages; and anything decreasing the supply, . 


ider < st have the contrary effect 

order to guard against this tendency, consid _ of labour-power mus Ie 
the ‘ak oa talny and i ata as betits | of xaisin gw ages . = dony- thin is to deny that 

en with the judicial mind. - the law whie decic lat the return | 
m t alan it is a fundamental aba ey i _ Shall bear resign bo tie Sout of subsistence i8 

j iv f eve Socialist, a8 2 Socialist, 18 the | the law of supply and demand. 
sci Gezigliaea alone. Asa husband, | According to this law it would seem that all ; 
as a father, as a human animal, he bas many | those reforms which aim at improving the 
other interests (I had almost written duties) but material conditions of the workers must be 


| in his Socialist capacity none. Asaman he may | rendered inoperative by their very own effect— 


favour palliatives, the feeding and clothing and _ other things remaining the same, of course— 


| comforting of the destitute and suffering, but _ upon the competitive labour market. 


as a Socialist such matters are of interest only Putting aside for the moment the question of 


how far other things would remain the same, 


i - = “ : . ° “4 r to 7 Fa . 
NovEMBER is the month of fogs and fireworks. | Socialist 1 do not deny, but it is necessary  qnaterial danditian-al ihe workers. 


Why fogs and fireworks should keep such nee 
company it is beyond me to discover, but with- 
out doubt there is some underlying and elusive 
link between the two, not only in the physical 
world, but in the mental world also. About the 
time of the November elections the fires of 
‘revolutionary Socialism” are kindled in all 
directions, and there is a great show of smoke 
and yellow flame, and sometimes even a spark 
of red. Gorgeous wheels of fire revolve on the 
* revolutionary ” flagstaff, and the workers, who 
are told, “ this is revolution,” regard them with 
awe; noisy Jack-in-the-boxes spit out spiteful 
things about the Mayor's blue nose and the 
Deputy-Mayor’s whiskers, and call it class- 
war”; a rocket swishes skywards with a fiery 
train like nothing so much as the tail of the 
Great Comet, and having soared gracefully up 


—the far-off moon that | ic - 
somewhere near the moon —t _ setting up a Socialist system in its place, I take 


Socialists are reputed to be always crying for— 
hangs a moment and bursts in the face of that 
splendid jewel, and Oh : outshines it, obscures 
it with a profusion of richer gems. ‘There is 
‘Day Nurseries for Children,” pale and blue and 
tender as the turquoise; there is “ Free Meals 
for School Children,” bright and burning as a 
woman’s tears, and just about as eficient in 
improving the condition of the workers ; there 
are ‘‘ Work for the Workless,” ** Farm Colonies, 
** Municipal Milk Depots,” and a galaxy of other 
glittering gems which bejewel the sky—for a 
moment. And few of those eyes upturned to 
watch the baubles fade mark the poor little 
spark of red that hurtles down with the falling 
stick——while as for the moon, why, that is as 
far off as ever. . 
It is the prevailing fashion among those who 
treat the workers to this gee 7 be- 
ring spectacle, to point the finger of scorn 
atiks sheibers of The Socialist: Party of Great 
Britain, what time they pipe, * What are you 
doing for Socialism?” And as there is some 
misconception concerning our attitude toward 
this mysterious form of *‘Socialist” activity 
which those who so fondly embrace it © eak of 
as “* political action,” it might be not awgether 
inopportune to review the situation at this 
juncture. . | 7 
The answer we give to those of our critics 
who approach us with the question “do you 
believe in political action?” is, emphatically, 
yes. And anticipating from experience the 


| capital itself, in order that we may pursue our | 
| discussion without passion, and from the Social- | 


| thing as expediency. 
_ object of electoral action is the wresting of the 


 ruling-class, in the interest of the working- 


_ strength of the Socialist party. 


make the distinction, to reduce ourselves to pure, | 
abstract, Socialist atoms, blind to all suffering, 
dead to all emotion, as absolutely heartless as 


All those measures which make for the better 
health of the people must, other things remaining 
| unaltered, eventually result in the increase of 

the commodity labour-power in the labour mar- 

ket, there to struggle for recognition as a use- 
value, as all excess commodities have to struggle, 
and so doing compete wages down till the 
| fall balances the advantage conferred by the 
| palliative. The excess labour-power, in spite of 
every human effort that leaves the competitive 
| labour market untrammelled, and suffers the 
law of supply and demand to ordain that the 
return to labour shall bear a certain relation to 
the cost of the production of the labour-power, 
must meet the fate of all other commodities that 


are in excess tive demand—-must lose 
ure of the machinery of government in order Te 1n cali ae che fl, ero kanmenninn, 
at it may sed for the purpose of over- 188 use-vi Le licasid lhe oennesish 
that it may be use iety and | Having no exchange-value and being a “ peris 
throwing the present system of society an ails comunodite-iteranat pesiel. 
No Socialist can blind himself to the fact 
that men, women, and little children of the 


' each system of exploitation is enabled to outlive | wor king-class are dying "1 Lae, Maal ory 
its period of sucial expediency, to indulge its and unemployed alike, not only hae ‘ Fite 
| tendency to resist the evolutionary processes but poy wea ee pee pen ee 
and to stem economic progress until only revo- streets, paren ' S tiie mete 
| lution can remove the ris 9p a oe | capital in emi spar ae nh aon 
' wecan desire the capture of the political mac- 
| ner for one soeten only —the revolutionary | but only as Nati or ee ees : J ue 
! purpose of achieving Socialism. I submit then, , commodity, earn pie. Neither 
that as Socialists we must insist that every step | eh By Revi tas a yn fs foot cite ve 
| ee ee ee we enn be | recognise that the human intellect is strong only 
aR TT Saal ee to destroy the capitalist system, and not to cir- 
| sure Socialist aay a campaign-—— | cumvent the laws upon which it rests, logically 
| Mh fam besarenae fis that 1 am aware of urge that the palliatives a would mare a 
: eg to date. A candidate is put | first tendency towards amelioration, can have 
i eeacnre | Slain body, and immediately _ any other fate than to be defeated and rendered 
slivers mn fevers desire to “* get our.man in” : inoperative by their very ome ee —_— 
what can equal an election —as a sporting event ? All this, of course, is con pais tae : nee 
| Literature is poured out, promising a whole host presumed for the srr of sigheers t lat © we 
of palliatives and reforms, and the enthusiasts , things remain as ve he ut oe we a 
| work like ‘Trojans from door to door, urging | finally decide whet ee gece ey u : 
| people to vote for that which they know nothing | palliate, and wap el lat effect wh ae 
— about. With such a splendid array of palliatives and attainment will lave uno the rea on au 
| they tickle widely divergent palates, even if _ of the Socialist ideal—the on y respect in which 
| they have not the skill to offer something to | they interest us in i ae are 
| every body. But the question that concerns | must enquire how tar ot sats t ance ae alter or 
"us as Socialists is, does a man elected by such | be altered, and how any possi 2 a Nae 
| means stand upon safe ground as a Socialist? | affect our argument. This might be fittingly 
It is clear that a vote given for a palliative is | done in the next issue. men 
| not a Socialist vote, nor is a vote given to Social- | A. Kk. Jacoms. 


ist standpoint. ‘To the scientist there is no such 

From the Socialist point of view the ultimate 
executive and administrative power from the 
class, and the ultimate object is the immediate 
object also. As contributory to this object there 


are the matters of propaganda and testing the 


With regard to the ultimate object—the seiz- . 


it that we are all agreed upon the necessity of 
this, since this machinery is the means by which 
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unconscious efforts of humanity.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Correspondents Must be brief. 

Communications must be authenticated by name and 
address Of writer and written on one side of the paper 
only. 

Lhe writers oxiy are responsible for the views 
expressed. 


| conscious workers for Socialism. 


Larktield, Chilbolton. 

Stock bridge, 
° ASOD, 
Sirs, 

1 am obliged by your reply to my ‘ useful 
letter.” As the combined intellectual product 
of a whole editorial committee it 18, to say the 
least, extremely disappointing. Confusion, as 
you remark, unfortunately does exist. On 
page 6 you say that “ Whether the Social Con. 
monwealth will arise depends upon whether 
sufficient of the working-class have been made 
Socialists and have been class-consciously or- 
ganised.” On page 3, however, we are told 
that “Socialism is the goal of the conscious 
and unconscious efforts of humanity.” Your | 
remark that [ evidently imagine “that Socialism 
will come upon the workers unawares ‘like a 
thief in the night.’” should be addressed 0 | to confer. Whilst. until the Socialists have the 
some of your own members ! Socialist Organisa- | majority, they must continue the figlt for the 
ions are god of the social evolution. Not | control of administration, fighting for and 
so the S.P.G.B. It has no part nor lot in | taking all along the line (always however, as 
the affairs of contemporary society. It is a | uncompromising Socialists) such palliative 
party of evolutionists standing outside the | Ineasures as the majotity may give. 
evolutionary movement. Your public represen- The hore point with our friend appears to 
tatives —charitably assuming that you ever get be that we would not accept office under a 
any—will “ fight for working-class interests capitalist majority, that we will hot support 
by holding aloof from theadministration; your | capitalism or capitalist candidates: in short 
guardians of the poor for Instance would not | ght we will not barter our Socialism for some 
trouble to secure, say, the maximum amount of | 


out-relief for the aged poor, but will allow | hopeless, promise of TeKOeet 
anti-working-class interests full freedom. Ke- 
forms will then be given to the workers for 
being so good as to elect such non-interfering 
representatives. 

I appear to have aroused old associations 
with those familiar Lunatic Asylum Sanity 
Tests; “strangely muddled” as | am said to be, 
I cannot understand, however, how manipulat- | 
ing the tap can be shown to affect the root 
cause “of the stream flowing through the 
pipe.” Free Maintenance would screw that tap 
down pretty bard, but the S.P.G.B. whilst fact (which our Correspondent makes ho attempt 
utterly impotent to deal with the source, ob- 4, disprove) that the cause of working-class 
ries and abuses those screwing down the nusery is capitalist exploitation, and we showed 
a ; that our critic “ would have us withdraw our 

Lhe S.P.G.B. attacks Free Maintenance be- | energies from the abolition of the cause of 
cause it would provide the capitalist with more - 
efficient wage-slaves! J sq y, therefore, that the 
S.P.G.B. must logically oppose every social 
rearrangement or inrention that rill bene fit 
capitalists in any degree, if such re-arrange . 
ment, ke, could be shewn to make the worker 
more e ficient! We need go no further than the 
Same month's issue of your journal for proof, 
On page 3 one of your teachers tells us that 
“pure food would even do the worker harm by 
making him more efficient, &e. 1” 

The strait jacket in which S.P.G.B.-isin im- 
mures its adherents should be fairly obvious 
from this. 

A party that tells the worker that pure food 
will do him harm, and also advises him to 
Oppose any means for getting the best possible 
terms in life for his children in the Ineantime 
is not I venture to assert likely to gain the 

Support of people whose experience of life does 
not include Lunatic Asylum ‘Tests for Sanity, 
Whether you have “nailed a COMMON Misappre- 
hension of your position” upon that post or 
not, you have certainly drawn a pretty picture 
of social evolution and socialist thought and 
activity as understood by the S.P.G.B. 
‘Ours, XC.. 
G. FOSTER. 


were in the power of the local administration 


| Servants of a capitalist majority ! 


parties and interests ! 

Mr. Foster falls foul of, and, as he says, fails 
to understand, our illustration of the futility 
of bailing out effects whilst the aiuse remains 
unchecked. Our illustration forcibly put the 


exploitation is -still Mooding us.’ Yet Mr. 

‘oster says, “that Free Maintenance would 
screw that tap down pretty hard.” 

Whatever its worshippers have claimed for 
Free Maintenance, it has remained for Mr. 
Foster to make the absurd claim that it would 
stop capitalist exploitation. 

But what would Free Maintenance do for the 
workers? It would, it is true. if obtained, 
enable healthier and more children to grow into 
adolescence, but its good effects would be 
counteracted whilst capitalisyn endured, because 
it would increase the already great oversu pply 
of labourers, and by making each labourer 
more efficient would enable the Miisters to em- 
ploy fewer men: so intensifying the luisery of 
the adult workers by increasing the unemployed 
and decreasing wages. We theref. re point out 
to the worker that the Increase of elliciency 
cannot lighten the load of working-class inisery, 
because, under ‘apitalisin, every virtue of the 
worker is turned as a Weapon of offence against 
him. Neither in promoting, nor still less in 
discouraging elliciency lies the workers’ sal va- 
lion, the abolition of capitalism is the workers’ 
vnly hope. 

We do not, then, Uppose Free Maintenance. 
but we show that it would not materially in 
prove the workers’ lot; whilst. if the energy 
required to obtain an adequate system of Free 
Maintenance were directed at the root of the 

evil, such measures would be rendered un- 
necessary. Mr. Fuster’s premise that we Oppose 
Free Maintenance and greater elhciency, being 
false, lis conclusions consequently fill to the 
ground. 

Mr. Foster places. in quotation marks, and 
attributes to Economicus” the sentence “Pure 


— 


It was, perhaps, unavoidable that the editorial 
hote to our correspondent’s previous letter 
should be “extremely disappointing © to him, 
It is significant, also, that he has failed to meet 
the main arguments in that note. We shall. 
however, spend a few Moments putting Mr. 
Foster right on several] points raised in’ the 
above letter. 

On page 3 ** Keonomicus ”’ urged his readers 
to “join the S.P.G.B. and work uncom promis- 
ingly towards the goal of the conscious and 
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Now friend 
Foster actually takes this sentence to mean that 
Socialism will) come without the conscious 
efforts of the working-class!) Our correspon- food substances to the worker, 
dent is apparently unaware that the organisation 
of capitalists into Trusts. Xe., albeit: not) con- 

| sclously directed towards Socialism, has, never- 
theless, the effect of opening the eves of the 

: twwilers, and making an Increasing number class- 


| After saying that Socialist Organisations are 
part of social evolution, and Immediately eon- 
tradicting himself, our critie adds that S.PLGLB. 
representatives “will fight for working-class 
interests by holding aloof from administration,” 
| Presumably ignorant of the fact that the 
| Socialists Party exists for the purpose of 
| organising the workers for the control of ad- 
ministration. ** Your guardians of the poor,” 
continues Mr. Foster, “ would not trouble to 
secure the maximum of out-rebef for the aged 
_ poor.” This is absolutely false, for, since the 
powers of local bodies are limited by Parlia- 
| Ment, pending the capture of Parliamentary 
| power, a genuine Socalist majority on such local 
| bodies would secure, not only to the aged poor 
| but to all workers, the utmost benefits that it 
! 


It is indeed a 
| Curious idea that genuine working-class repre- | 
sentatives can at the same time be the paid 
And pre- | 
_ sumably our correspondent thinks the capitalist | 
class will give the workers, if not Socialisin, at | 
least some wonderful palliative as a reward for | 
their faithful support of capitalist candidates. | 


degeneration in order to make futile attempts | 
to bail out effects whilst the tap of capitalist | 


3 
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food would even do the worker harm.” * Leane. 
meus” did not say this, he pointed out that 
muntetpalization achile perhaps ensuring purer 
could not enhance 
his paicer of purchasing those substances, and 
would even do him harm, Inasmuch as it made 
him a more efticient worker, and enabled fewer 
of him to turn out the same quantity of com- 
modities, thus accentuating the u nemployed eral.” 
Which, of course. is perfectly true. Such 
dubious conduct on the part of Mr. Foster we 
can only attribute to the fact, evident from his 
many references to the matter, that he writes 
obsessed by visions of strait-jackets. 

It is further wbsurdly untrue that this party 
“advises the worker to Oppose any means for 
getung the best terms in life for his children,” 
Our mission is precisely to show the worker 
the best means for getting the best in life for 
himself and his children. 

The S.P.G.B. working at the organisation 
and education of the workers for the removal 
of the cause of the growing misery, is abused 
by those who, in practice, consider tinkering, 
with effects more important than the removal 
of the cause. 


Epit. Cox. 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


FULHAM. 


A SLIGHT increase of membership, fair sale of 
manifestoes, and an increase in Sales of 
SoctaList STanparps are the chief items to 
report for the month. A Bye-Election is taking 
_ place for Sand’s End Ward. The ‘* Labour ”’ 
Party are running a candidate (1.L.P., Ethicist, 
well-in-with- Progressives, etc.) Unless his 
Opinions have considerably changed since the 
local L.R.C. was formed he doesn't believe in 
the Second Clause of the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples upon which he is supposed to run. 
“Shall refreshments be sold in Fulham 
Parks on Sundays?” is the burning question, 
one of very great importance to the workers. 
The members of my own Union, for example, 
work such long hours, and the working-class 
in general, for whose recreation Public Parks 
are supposed to exist, work so hard that on 
Sundays they want a nap in the afternoon tu 
recuperate, and if they come out in the evening 
they can get refreshments elsewhere. Needless 
lo say we shall utilise the occasion to point out 
the uselessness of such candidates to our class. 
the contradictions and contusions arising there- 
from, and to emphasise the only basis upon 
which a sound working-class party can be 
built. Be Jy Be A 


TOOTING. 


No great things to report from this district 
owing to the tremendous amount of confusion 
that exists, and the limited number of propa- 
ganda meetings held. (Only one a week Com- 
rade Lecture Secretary.) And yet with all we are 
building up a good branch, our membership is 
steadily increasing, our literature sales are 
good, thanks to the straight talk we get at our 
Sunday evening meetings from tne speakers 
who never leave any doubt in the minds of the 
audience as to the position we Occupy in the 
field of politics, always keeping the jine of de- 
marcation broad and clear. We are thus able to 
prove to the workers that their only hope lies 
in the application of the principles of the 
2 F.G.B. 

The “alleged Socialists have been trving 
to discredit us by telling the workers at one 
time that there is no difference between them 
and us, and at another, calling us an organisa- 
on of half a dozen discontents who want to 
have all their own Way-—Anarchists under 
another name. In answer we ask the people 
lo read VHR SociaList S1raxparp and our 
Manitesto, which they do with such vood effect 
that * The Welcome Hall” no longer holds 
out a welcome to our traducers. 1 having been 
concluded apparently that they no longer deserve 
the contidence of the working-class. 

Unless another Countess OF some other 
novelty comes to their aid thei: lite will pro- 
bably not be of much longer duration. In any 
case our success Is assured. ° A. B. 


‘ 





OFFICIAL NOTICE. 

The Head Office of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain is now situate at 1a, Caledonian Road, King’s 
Cross, London, N., to which address aLt communica- 
i be sent. 
Od eels should be addressed to 
‘The General Secretary.” 
Articles and correspondence submitted for insertion 
in Tue SoctAList STANDARD should be addressed to 
” tditorial Committee.” . 
Scbectiecions and advertisements for THE “aaa: 
STaNDAkD, and orders for pamphlets, buok, &c., ue 
or sold by the Party, should be addressed to “ The 

icati artment.”” 
Soe canes of the Executive Committee are held 
at the Head Office on the first Saturday m ae 
month, at 3 p.m., and on the third Tuesday in eac 


month, at 7 p.m. 
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THE PARLIAMENT OF LABOUR. 


Tue Trade Union Congress—the “ Parliament 
of Labour ”-——has- met, passed resolutions, and 
also passed into the limbo of forgotten things 
for another twelve months. We presume this 
annual gathering of junketing labour “ Leaders c 
has been named the “ Parliament of Labour, 

because the delegates, or such of them as make 
a point of being present during thie sittings, 
indulge in a “tumult of words,” and listen 
“listlessly”’ to the pro and con arguments 
used ? 

457 delegates, representing 1,561,500 work- 
people, assembled in Congress and submitted 
to the clap-trap of the Mayor of Hanley, who, 
in his address of welcome, declared that “ there 
would be a danger if labour was at the top, 
but the intelligence represented would guide 
them how far to go and where to stop.” That 
no delegate emphasised the first point, that 
“there would be a danger” (to the capitalist 
class and its parasites) “if labour was at the 
top” was, we suppose, due to the aforemen- 
tioned functionary’s allusion to the “ intelli- 
gence represented. | | 

The president’s address was a disappoint- 
ment even to those professing Socialists who 
claim to have discovered ‘How to put New 
Life into Trade Unionism.” It left the real 
issue severely alone, as might be expected of 
one who regards working-class politics as 
“shop,” and was mainly notable for its un- 
qualified eulogy of the leadership of the 
Labour Party (whoever they may be) in 
the House of Commons by John Burns, 
that traitor to the working-class, that “‘ official 
Liberal in all but name,” who recently ex- 
pressed, in a manner more forcible than polite, 

his opinion of Sexton & Co. as those ** who had 
sold themselves. or were anxious to sell them- 
selves, for 200 dirty pieces of gold” and the 
sellers and would-be sellers promptly elected 
their denouncer as their leader, and Sexton 
carried the whipped-dog attitude a step further. 

In one respect, at least, the “ Parliament of 
Labour” is like unto the Parliament of Capital 
— it likes the junketings and the jollifications. 


October 7th, 1908. 


dockers were going back to work upon the 
employers’ terins, after a strike of eleven weeks 
duration, their official and “leader,” Sexton, 
was proposing a vote of thanks to the Duke and 
Duchess of Sutherland (who took good care to be 
absent) for the kind consideration which they 
had shown by allowing the delegates to inspect 
Trentham Hall, and by the hospitality provided. 
Would, we ask, a class-conscious working- 


; uccept favours from its plunderers and ! 
nr To answer in eo only truthful | eutry to the inner lobby, but also the right to 
ici aig a that the workers are as | iMterview eren Cabinet Ministerg on behalf of 
inanner 18 to adin 


: | » Co nelusively proved that these 
yet class-unconscious, and that their “* leaders | ceed reece euieeriial St fh aaiemieeig 
ee oe ies ‘ if they have that they are deliberately con- 

ane resolutions passed py Soe Venere a fusing it, wd the London ‘Trades Council, 
atte a me ae eae spp’ es a through its ‘* Socialist” chairman, who, before 
Se od spermine : | he occupied so important a position in the 
ever hamble and obedient ala the | Trade Union Movement dec!ared that the non- 
arpee Mae ecr es Sane ae | Socialist Trade Unionist “ is the type of labour 
 gprgeioe aigemiatled prey Of course they will, | representative of whom we had better have 
just.as the petitioned ‘will retuse:tp eae hi none at all,” that they are “ flunkeys and syco- 
prayer until ‘they aa aaaeer oe _ phants, who ape the airs of their masters, while 
their class interests demand that suc - | 


they contemun and misrepresent the class in 
sions, for what little they are worth, shall be, tl naaperslsercltmuicensdk” wuar-viteds 
and can safely be, made.  - | 


. | the appreciation of the London Trades Council 

There was the resolution i. neerning fiscal | that their Treasurer, their Liberal-Labour Can- 

RGU Fifi WOnIER: AE ee Dee ae Se | didate, has been honoured by being selected for 
departure from the principles of Free Trade 


: this ‘* plum”’ job of the labour movement, and 
would be detrimental to the rains of the declares in the current issue of A Monthly 
working-classes . . . . and injurious to the 


ee Socialist Review,” that Steadman, who, through- 
prosperity of the nation as a whole.” This 


out the whole of his political career has sided 
was ultimately carried by 1,253,000 votes to 


with and supported and acted the decoy-duck 
26,000, and alleged Socialists, prominent mem- "and the jackal for the capitalist-~class, ‘bas 
bers of organisations ¢laiming to be Socialist, — pever turned his back upon his class !”” 
spoke and voted for it, despite manifestoes The real fact is, of course, that the 
issued by their organisations in which it has ganised ” working-class are just as devvid of a 
been rightly pointed out that under capitalism | ;e4) conception of their class interests as are 
the working-class must be plundered by either | the unorganised. ‘They have not yet grasped 
the Free ‘rade Crows or Protectionist Kites. | the fact that all the working-class are at war 
For those claiming intimate and first hand ac- | with the international capitalist-class, and 
quaintanceship with the condition of the people | must line up in battle array to prepare for 
to talk of the “prosperity of the people” is the final struggle. Leaders of sectional interests 
_ bad enough, but what can be thought of those | such as find expression in Trade Unionism, 
| claiming to be out for independent and anti- | Unemployed Agitations, Free Labourism, and 
capitalist political action deliberately playing | the like, are all misleaders of the working-class. 
| into the hands of the Liberals as they did. If | The organisation of the working-class, to be 
_ the maintenance of Free Trade is of such vital | an effective weapon with which to break down 
importance to the working-class, then it isof | the power of the capitalist-class, must be, 
vital importance that those who are in favour | industrially and politically, not in sections, but 
of altering our Fiscal System should be kept | asa class, Whether the working-class are skilled 
out of the House of Commons, and that those | or unskilled, permanent or casual labourers, 
who are against “any departure from the prin- | employed or unemployed, their interests all 
ciples of Free ‘Trade” should be putin. The | over the world are identical. It dues not serve 
' Trade Unionists are therefore bound, in honour, | the purpose of their various “‘ leaders ” that 
to support Free Traders, 1.e..—the Liberals—as | this should be recognised by the working-class. 
against the Tariff Reformers—the Conservatives. | When this is understood, when the underlying 
No wonder the Liberal press was so jubilant causes of the change of front on the part of 
at the voting. certain one time Socialists are made plain, 
The result of the election for Secretary to | sound Socialists will not only not he dis- 
' the Parliamentary Committee would cause one | couraged, but all the more determined to carry 
| to laugh heartily —if it were not so sad. on the fight. Much spade work has yet to be 
| The work of the Committee is to carry out | done, but when once the working-class recog 
the resolutions of the Congress, which, by the | nise that their only hope lies in their industrial 
way, it has never done. More particularly its , and political organisation on the basis of the 
| function is to push forward those reforms | class-war, it will go hard with some of the job 
which Congress thinks can be secured by poli- | hunters, the lick-spittles, and the decoy-ducks. 
The resolutions passed at the Trade Union 
Congress, even if embodied in Acts of Parlia- 
ment through the good offices of Steadman, 
grovelling in the inner lobby before a capitalist 
Cabinet Minister, would in no way alter the 
relative positions of capital and labour. So 


of being anything else. As the Daily Chronicle 
once remarked ‘he is a simple, honest, working 
He is, and is, therefore, exceedingly 
vga NO 


| man.” 
useful to the Liberals, who, and 
wonder, are so jubilant that their decov-duck 
_ has been selected for this postion. ‘The loud 
cheers from the Congress when Steadumn, in 


returning thanks, pointed out that, as an ex- 
Member of Parliament, he Rad not only the 


| * or- 


tical action. Congress has already decided that | 
| that political action shall be distinct from the 
capitalist sections, although it has failed to 
take the necessary steps to secure this. It gave 
birth to the Labour Representation Committee, 
whose candidates are pledged ‘to abstain 
_ strictly from identifying themselves with, or 
promoting the interests of, any section of the 
Liberal or Conservative Parties.” And having 
done this, it elects as its Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, W. C. Steadman, who has always identified 
hinwalt with the Liberals, who has even refused 
to sign the L.R.C. declaration, and is, therefore, 
not an official L.R-C. candidate, although he is 
Trades Council candidate for 


long as the capitalist system obtains the workers 
will be deprived of the results of their labour, 
and will be poor. Nothing but the ownership 
by the people of the means of producing 
and distributing wealth will solve the social 
problem, and this must be brought about by 
the workers themselves, organised on the lines 
Jaid down by The Socialist Party of Creat 


the London Britain. 
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A LOOK ROUND. 


THe Registration Courts are heing held, and 
many citizens of this “ free’ country are striv- 
ing to secure or to retain that very questionable 
advantage, under present conditions, the vote ! 
o © ¢ 

The Liberals tell us they arein favour of the 
franchise. They claim to have been foremost 
in extending it and to desire to still further 
extend it. The depth of their sincerity may 
be guaged by the fact that. their paid agents 
are striving at the present mument to keep men 
off the Register ! 

o © ¢ 

I have frequently commented upon the flabby- 
ness of the speeches and election literature of 
some candidates claiming to be Socialists. 
Even the Labour Leader is nuw compelled to 
protest. It says “The contrast between the 
substance of the teaching at the innimerable 
propaganda meetings of the LL.P., where tlie 
power of the movement is created, and the 
substance of the addresses by some of our can- 
didates claiming to be Socialist and ‘l'rade 
Unionists, is as between an honest dinner and 
a dish of skilly. Constant complaints reach 
us on this matter. So cautious to timidity, so 
practical to the utter iteration of commonplace 
vestry politics, have the deliverances of many 
of our candidates become, that quite frequently 
the speeches of their capitalist opponents are 
the more inspiring of the two.” 


* 
ms Poy 
~ — 


As most of these ‘Socialist candidates 
have their eyes longingly fixed upon tle loaves 
and fishes of the L.R.C., they are more con- 
cerned about becoming M.P.’s than creating a 
class-conscious Socialist army. Let it be clearly 
understood that none of them is a member of 


the S.P.G.B. . 
. 


fod 
Pod 
“= 


The Trade Union Congress led one of the 
capitalist sheets to discourse upon the number 
of “ Labour” journals in existence. specially 
mentioning J'he Labour Record and Reriew, 
edited by F. W. Pethick Lawrence. A few 
days after Mr. Lawrence was announced to 
speak at Holmwood, under the auspices of the 
Home Counties Liberal Association. Is )is 
“Tabour” paper edited in the interests of 
Liberalism or of Labour ? 


eal - 
G" & 


“What is wrong?” The discussion upon this 
will doubtless continue until Parliament. re- 
assembles or the space is required for other 
gas. One of the participants writes, “* When 
we practise true Christian Socialism: -* What I 
have I give unto thee -all that is now wrong 
will become right.” 

eo 2 

So that the social problem is to be solved by 
everybody who has anything giving it to some- 
body else, then the givers will have nothing 
and the given-to something which they can give 
back to those who have nothing, and so on to 
the end of the chapter. ‘This may be Christian 
but it isn’t Socialism. 

4 

I ain reminded of a lecture upon “ Christian 
Socialism” once delivered by the lev. Stewart 
Headlam for the Fabian Society, in which he 
quoted the saying of Christ * Sell all thou hast 
and give to the poor” as a proof that Jesus was 
a Socialist! All that was wanted was the 
universal adoption of this teacling — real 
Christianity—and Socialism would be here. 
When asked who would buy, supposing all 
became “real” Christians and proceeded to 
sell all that they had in order to give to the 
poor, he gave it up. 

* ” * 

Socialism is) an economic transformation, 
desired by those who wish to remove all hin- 
drances to human development. It. is con- 
cerned with the material things of life because 
“the basal factor determining the constitution 
of society 1s its material and economic condition.” 
It is neither “ Christian” nor ** \theist.” 

* 
* * 

Messrs. Rowntree, of York, are “considerate ”’ 
employers. They run what the Clarion terms 
a “cocoa oasis in the desert?” and, be it noted, 
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country by 


and over-crowding. ‘Talk of “alcoholism.” 
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| advertise in the Clarion. The firm admit that 


their considerateness “pays,” and | presume 


their advertising also does. Most of the em- 
ployees, they state, are on piece work, and if one 
is found not to be earning a reasonable mini- 
mum, special investigation is made into his 
| case, and a remedy discovered. There are 
| many employees working upon piece who, for 
| want of arrangement, or help, or stimulation 
| of some kind, would go on year after year, 
earning a comparatively low wage, although 
they are perfectly capable of earning a higher 
| wage if the nec®ssary help be given by the 
employer, and this without any alteration in 
the piece rate. 


| 
| 
ae 


In the dining rooms cheap meals are pro- 
vided, and large numbers use them. The firm 
lose by this considerably, but they say. ‘Some 
material return for this expenditure is no doubt 
obtained, inasmuch as employees who have had 
a nutritious dinner in a comfortable and well 

| ventilated room are more vigorous and fit for 
their work than they otherwise would be. The 
advantage which the firm derives from this 
circumstance must be considerable.” 


+ 
* 7 


Messrs. Rowntree, Cadbury, Lever and (Co. 
are farsighted capitalists who see that it is an 
econumic advantage to them to palliate the 

| evils of the capitalist system. But their 

| workers are still slaves, can still be dismissed 
and turned out to starve at the will of their 

| Masters. And owing to the better conditions 
under which they work they are enabled to do 
better work and hand over more surplus value 
to their employers, thas intensifying the problem 
of unemployment. 


* 
* * 


Sir Jolin Gorst is also another farsighted 

member of the capitalist class. He advocates 
| the provision of. free meals to some starving 

children because ‘* England and Germany have 
| a friendly rivalry in trade and manufactures, 
| and how can we expect to Carry on that rivalry 
| with success unless very speedily such a social 
| reform is carried out in this country as would 
| put us on something like a footing with 

Germany ?”’ 
* . * 

There are none so blind as those who cannot 
see, except those who will not. 


& 
i % 


In spite of all the efforts and self-sacrifice on 
the part of many men and women during the past 
150 vears, the position of trade unions to-day 
is by no means an enviable one. They are 
constantly being called upon to maintain con- 
ditions of labour which our forefathers obtained 
and the fight grows more difficult every year,-— 
Charity Organisation Review. _ 


* 
* * 


Phe terrific slaughter Wrought in 


; 
! 


iter every 
coustmption is—at least in the 
main-- the inevitable result of the exploitation 


Of helpless human lives for money profit, the 


inevitable result of over-work, lack of nutrition, 
d o\ The 
drinking bar is largely the refuge from the 
depressing, debasing surroundings of the so- 
called home. --Daily News Paris ( ‘orrespondent. 


* «* 

Official figures show that $67,057 persons 
were employed in the mines of the United 
Kingdom last year, and that H98,967 of this 
total worked underground. Outof 9.544 child- 
ren under fourteen years of age employed 6.818 
worked underground. ‘lhe fatal accidents 
numbered 1,158, involving a loss of 1,202 lives. 
Compared with the Previous year this was an 
increase of 7 in fatal accidents, and of LO jn 
the number of lives lost. 


extracts from a series of articles from the 
pen of Mr. Collis Lovely on the subject. of 
prison made American shoes, are published jn 
American Shoemaking. Mr. Lovely’s remarks 
are said to be based on personal observation 
made in different American prisons, while 
acting as special agent to Investigate the opera- 
tion of penal institutions under the Departinent 
of Labour of the State of Missouri. = The 
Investigations were made following his appoint- 
ment, on March 2nd. 1905. 
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usual places when weather permits, 


of the free,” 


all Communications 
(jreat 
Cross, London, N. 


Meetings will be held by the 


ploved in shoemaking, at an arerage ware of 
IS cents a duy, turning out Upproxmaately 
S.000,000 pairs of shoes annually, or probably 
about one-thirtieth of the entire anitial pro 
duction of the factory-mnade shoes of the liited 
States. 


Mr. Lawely found 1.253 convicts were em- 


Ol course, the prison Output is cas 


Vpn the liarhket ius 


regular lines, 
ao” 4 

Kentucky branch penitentiary, at Eddyville 
supplies the Kentucky Shoe Manufacturing Co, 
with o> men at 15 cents per dav, and the 
Frankfort Shoe Co. with 100 men at 50 cents a 
day, in addition te shop rdom, water. and lherhit, 
free of charge. In connection with the Mary 
land penitentiary, Baltimore, the state supplies 
the Baltimore Boot and Shoe Manufacturing 
Co. with 225 men at 43 cents a day. with free 
shop room, light, water. and power. One of 
the most impressive examples of the extent 
that prison labour may be emploved bya sinvle 
firm in the manufacture of boots is, says Mr. 
Lovely, that of the Davis Boot and Shoe Co.. 
Boston, who make their shoes under a prison 


| contract with the Virginia penitentiary at Rich- 


mond, Va. The Colpany employs 961 male 
COnVICts at 42 cents per day, and 36 female 
convicts at 60 cents a day, ora total of 1.017 per- 
sons, of which 16 are employed in Inaking shoe - 
boxes. Phe company’s average output is said 
to be 3,000 pairs per day, or an average of five 
piirs per day, per person. Mr. Lovely alls, 
“I know of no tirm employing free labour and 
making this grade of shoe, whose output ex- 
ceeds five per day per person emploved, and 


surely none who get their labour at 42 cents a 


day. This firm uses no machinery in the 
lasting department, and the task ranges from 
2b, #2, and 48 pairs per day, or an average of 
42 pairs per day, lasted by hand. The task 


for McKay sewers is’ 480 pairs per day, edge 
« ? o- 


trimmers 480 pairs per day, and so on all long 
! Phe above figures will reveal the 
fact that the total labour cost, exclusive of fore- 
nen, to the Davis Shoe Co., is 8 cents and il 


| fraction per pair.” 


rhe Giesecke Boot and Shoe Manufacturing 
Co., of Jefferson City, made a contract in 
December, 1898, with the Missouri State peni- 
tentiary, at Jefferson City, for the convicts of 
; tut to be employed in the manu- 
facture of footgear. This contract put thou- 
sands of dollars in the coffers of the colupany, 
The State, now, however, exacts GO instead of 
0 cents per day. Not only has this firm been 
furnished with shoe machine operators for 50 
cents a day, but ithas had free Water, has paid 
absolutely nothing for rent, has been furnished 
with power from a 143-horse power engine 
Which would cost a manufacturer outside of ‘ 
prison at east 500 dollars a month on payinent 
to the State of only LOO dollars a month. In 
Missouri the task of a convict js based upon 
and usually equal to what a free labourer can 
perform. The penalty for a convict Who fails 
to perform the task set for him is the whipping- 
post. From ten to thirty-nine lashes are usually 
given, and the strap used is made of \ 

leather, 2in. wide and ISin. long 
fastened to a wooden handle I2in. long. The 
strap will bring out the blood with, every blow 
if the warder so desires. ; 
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There is no doubt that America Is the “land 
und af such atrocities were per- 
petrated on the Congo or on the Rand, wouldn't 
the Nonconformist conscience shliriek ” 


Js Wat 
Members and others are requested to address 
to The Socialist: Party of 


Britain, La, (‘aledontan 


Road, King’s 


Phe open-air lecture list js Suspended, 


branches at the 
Indoor 


lectures will be delivered every Sun lav evenine 
a) 


at Sydney Hall, York Road. 
Dovecote Hall, Wood Green. 


Battersea, and at 


Back numbers of Tue SOCIALINS | St ANDARKD 


can be had through any Branch Secretary. 





DOUBTS AND DIFFICULTIES. 


UNDER SOCIALISM.. 
———:0: ---— 

Lav certain, Comrade Editor, that “Cussedness”’ 
reigns universal in the human heart. 
have [ got rid of one difficulty than I stand 
confronted with another. I answer a question 
in a manner at once brief, complete, and_ lucid 
and lo! a fresh questioner comes smilingly for- 
ward with “ Yes, that is all right but arising 
from that answer how ?”’ 


TYRANNY 


indeed a veritable labour of sisyphus! 
° Oo OO O 


The aforegoing remarks are torn from my : 
agonised soul by the following letter which | 


have just now received —Dear Economicus, in 


your monthly grant against things that are | | 


see that you write against authority as exercised 


by experts. 
mate appeal must ever be to the expert, and 


that the worker displays as much class bias as | 
does the capitalist, is it not the case that any | 
Socialist society must be more strongly under | 


the control of authority—whether of the dema- 


gogue or of the pedagugue—that the rights of | 


the minority will be denied them, and that, ina 
word, Socialism will be a gigantic slavery. 
0 0 0 


My correspondent in a short space covers a | 
The principles. of scientific | 
evidence; the psychology of class bias; the | 
rights of the minority; and tbe organisation 


very wide field. 


existing within a Socialist community : these 
are the matters that engage his attention. 
0 0 O 

My correspondent who, by-the-bye, signs 
himself ‘“Anti-Rant,”” must bear with me if [ 
dwell but lightly upon the three foremost of 
those topics in order that I may examine into 
the validity of his last statement. 


appeal must be to the collective experience of 
mankind, whether this experience is found in 
written records, in personal experience, or in 
those ideas-—-commonly termed innate —which 


ard the transmitted experience of his progeni- : 


tors. From this opinion I can see no present 
reason to depuart. 
0 0 O 

We shall endeavour with the courtesy of the 
Editor to deal with the question of class-bias on 
a future occasion and the question of the rights 
of minorities is bound up in no small degree 
with the subject of tyranny. 

0 0 O 

This charge of tyranny has often been levelled 
against the Socialist. Germinating in the mind 
of some worthy member of The Liberty and 
Property Defence League it has found an echo 
in the arguments of those always ready to give 
utterance to such cries. When we say that 
property is in its very essence a means of op- 
pression, that it can only continue to exist in 
its present capitalistic form by virtue of its 
power of forcing men to work through the 
hunger of themselves, their wives, and their 
children, we meet with the retort that under 
Socialism tyranny will be yet more rampant and 
that man will then have every detail of his life 
arranged for hin by the State. 


To us this appears as a complete misunder- 
standing of the most rudimentary principles of 
Socialism. It is based upon the idea that the 
transformation of Society from Capitalism: to 
Sociulisin is to be cataclysmic, instantaneous, and 
complete. On the contrary we Socialists contend 
that Socialis must pass through various phases 
before it reaches the final stage idealised by the 
Socialist, No matter how sudden nay be the 
downfall of capitalisin it will take some Little 
time for Soctety to be new-builded with beautiful 
homes and beautiful lives for all mankind. 

) 2 YO 

Another misconception is the idea that Sociely 
under Socialism is to be governed by a bureau- 
cratic State. This idea while quite unwarranted 
Is In Sole Measure justified by the attempts of 
the Fabian Socleny, the LLP, and other kindred 
bodies to fost upon the people of these islands 
a local bureaucratic collectivism. 
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No sooner | 


Yea, verily, the | 
answering the doubts and difficulties of men is 


Apart from the fact that our yiti- : 


Last month , 
I stated my opinion that the authority of the | 
expert was a fallible one and that our ultimate 


The main fact to be remembered in this con- | 


nection .is that society under Scialism is the 


entire community, and that while it is true that | 


the community as a whole will not come and 


see that you have your house built in the ortho | 
dox way, yet the community as a whole will be | 
the ultimate arbiter in all things relating to the | 


welfare of its members. 
Q 0 O 


In a society based upon common ownership | 
and control of the means requisite for producing 


and distributing the things necessary for human 
consumption, and where all ‘things being thus 


held in common there are no distinctions of | 
social position. it would be expected of everyone ! 


capable of working that he should take his fair 
share in the work of producing the common 
wealth. 
necessary work the community would have its 
own method—-probably of denying them the 
right to consume the wealth produced by others 
—of bringing such recalcitrant persons to bouk. 


0 0 90 


Outside this requirement by the community 


that no person should be allowed to idly enjoy 
the fruits of the labours of others it is unlikely 
that there would be any interference with the 
lives of men. The self-regarding actions of men 
would be greatly extended by minimising the 


amount of work necessary for the securing a 


subsistence. 
0 0 0 


John Stuart Mill said ‘‘The principle is that | 


the sole end for which mankind are warranted, 
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the liberty 
self-protection : 


Should any refuse to perform this . 
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individually HWertively, jn interfering with 
“oR hetion eee ir ‘their number is 
that the only purpose for which 
power can be rightfully exercised over any 
member of a civilised community against his 
will is to prevent harm to others.” 
0 0 0 

Under Socialism this principle will be pro- 
perly observed, whereas to-day mankind is divi- 
ded into two classes, one of which rules the 
other —the smaller capitalist class which monop- 
olises all the adyantages of our civilisation. 
constitutes Society, the State. By its owning 
the country it is enabled to enslave the other 
class — the working class-—and to tyrannise over 
them. Tyranny is the necessary outcome of 
unequal possessions and can cease only on the 
cessation of privately owned wealth. 

0 0 O 

Socially owned wealth means a society of 
equals, of men possessing equal rights. Under 
such a society there will be no place for tyranny. 
As to-day social organisation will be the reflec- 
tion of industrial organisation and the industrial 
organisation bused upon equal wealth will be 
reflected by the organisation of society based 
upon equal social power. Under such a system 
of Society 
“Tyrants will flee 


Economics. 


DOES IT DESERVE THE SUPPORT OF THE WORKING-CLASS? 


——_—:0:———_— 


Sydney Hall, York Road, Battersea, now in 


the possession of the Battersea Branch of The ! 


Socialist Party of Great Britain, was crowded on 
August 3st, the occasion being a debate upon 
the question asked above, between Mr. W. H. 
Humphreys, an accredited lecturer of the S.D.F. 
and Comrade J. Fitzgerald, representing the 
Executive Committee of the S.P.G.B. 

Mr. George Hicks, O.B.S., presided, and after 
explaining the object and conditions of the 
debate, called upon the opener, 

Mr. Humpurrys said that it mattered little to 
him whetbor the workers joined the S.D.F.. 
S.P.G.B., or 1.L.P., as long as they joined some 
Socialist organisation. ‘lhe members of the 
Battersea Branch S.P.G.B. had gone to S.D.F. 
meetings and by their bickerings had undone 
the good work of the S.D.F. He maintained 
that the S.D.. deserved the support of the 
working-class, although he strongly favored the 
formation of a United Socialist Party. The 
S.D.F. had helped to raise the physical and 
mental conditions of the workers. He did not 
always agree with its tactics. Politics was a 
dirty game and left its marks on those who 
played it. Years ago, when he joined the Army, 
he had belonged to the Socialist League, and 
did not believe in political action. When he 
left the Army the Socialist League was dead, 
while the S.D_F. still lived. This fact converted 
him to political action. The $8.D.F. had pro- 
duced much valuable literature and altogether 
had done an enormous amount of educational 
work. By backing up palliatives the S.D.F. 
kept the flag of Socialism flying. Some reforms 
might throw things back, but other reforms 
were also the means of getting better conditions 
for the workers and of dispelling’ superstition. 
The feeding of the children and secular edu- 
cation would make for the social revolution, as 
they would physically improve the race and 
abolish superstition. Lf we took political action 
the electors demanded a certain attitude on all 
questions. He was an anti-vaccipist, because he 
objected to having his child poisoned. ‘This 
‘Was not Socialisin, but a question of human 
well-being. He was an Internationalist and 
therefore considered that it was the business of 
Socialists to prevent the Capitalists setting the 
workers of the world against each other. He 
was glad of the cordial relations existing between 
the French and English fleets. It seemed to 
him that The Socialist Party of Great) Britain 
Was opposed to the feeding of the children only 

because some capitalists uow advocated this 


reform. The S.P.G.B. argued that feeding the 
children meant making better wage slaves of 
them. ‘The S.D.F. on the other hand held that 
the children when fed became more physically 
and intellectually fit. The workers could not 
at the present time control the political machin- 
ery. In order to do that they would first have 
to abolish plural voting and obtain payment of 
members and of election expenses. ‘The second 
ballot would also be of advantage to the Social- 
ists, as in three-cornered fights many would not 
risk their votes by voting for Socialist candi- 
dates as they would much rather back the 
winner. When the lecturers of the S.P.G.B. 
alleged that the workers were bought and sold 
like pieces of merchandise it amounted to back- 
ing up the bourgeois political economists. 
According to Karl Marx the workers only sol 
their labour-power. He held that material inter- 


ests did not control all actions, as was easily | 


proved by the action of the Japanese at Port 
Arthur, the Communards of Paris, and the 
Socialists who, owing to their revolutionary 
propaganda, were sent to Siberia. Principles 
very often controlled man’s actions. Mr. H. M. 
Hyndman rightly denied that the workers 
could emancipate themselves, they must be 
taught and guided by such middle-class men 
as Marx, Engels, Hyndman and William Morris. 
They must not place too much reliance in work- 
ing-class labour representatives. Battersea 
would have done much better if it had one such 
middle-class man as its Parliamentary represent- 
ative instead of John Burns. 

Comrade FirzceraLp pointed out that the 
subject of debate was * Did the S.D.F. deserve 
the support of the Working-class.” It must be 
clear that an organisation to deserve the support 
of the working-class must strenuously werk on 
behalf of that class, and that class alone. ‘The 
declared object of the S.D.F. was the emanci- 
pation of the working-class from the thraldom 
of capitalisin, but in their political action they 
were going contrary to their principles. — Lf it 
were true that under capitalism the workers 
had to sell themselves, their emancipation could 
surely only lie in becoming free men who could 
establish and control their own conditions oi 
labour. ‘Yo do that they must first capture the 
present political machinery, which was the 
means of entrenching the capitalist-class sv 
firmly in their citadel of economic domination. 
He would like Mr. Humphreys to explain bow 
a man could sell his labour-power without 
selling himself. Man was therefore a commodity, 


October 7th, 1905. 


and differed from other commeodityes ouly in one 
respect. In tlie case of other cominodities you 
could separate the seller frou. the connnodity, 
whilst the worker was inseparable from his 
labour-power. And as the worker was bought 
by the capitalist to produce a profit, he must 
be robbed. ‘The most important thing in life 
was to obtain the means of living, and this 
material fact must of necessity be the dominant 
factor in human movements. If that were so 
inen the interests of capitalist and labourer 
must be irreconcilably vupposed to one another. 
And if in order to become economically free the 
workers must get hold of and control the politi- 
al machinery, then it stood to reason that any 
assistance given to the capitalists or their hench- 
men was decidedly taking antagonistic action 
to working-class interests. In 1894. Mr. H. M. 
Hyndman said that Socialists must not bend 
their knees to any capitalist party. In 1897, 
when there was a slump in the Socialist Move- 
ment, the S.D.F. at their Conference resolved 
that no candidates should be run unless there 
was proof of their command of at least 10% of 
the votes. In 1898 their Annual Conference 
empowered the E.C. to decide the policy of the 
organisation, subject to ratification by the 
branches. Ln 1899 the Conference decided that 
the members of the S.D.F. vote Tory, in order 
to smash the Liberal Party. In 1900, when the 
Boer War was on, they considered that they 
could not very well support the ‘Tories ; so they 
passed a resolution to support several Liberal 
candidates, viz., Labouchere at Northampton, 
Philip Stanhope at Burnley (Hyndman’s candi- 
dature being withdrawn ), Lionel Holland at 
liford, and John Burns at Battersea—a member 
of the F.C. of the 8.D.F. working for Burns on 
his election day. In 1897 the S.U.F. ran W. G. 
Pearson for the London School Board and he 
polled 12,000 votes. After the death of Pearson 
they again contested the Seat, with Geurge 
Hewitt as the candidate, in 140. The largest 
branch in the district, Bow and Bromley, fell 
out and so disrupted two other branclhies, vizz, 
Whitechapel and Poplar, that they also fell out 
and subsequently collapsed. -Tne Mile End 
Branch alone was left to carry on the campaign. 
All that disloyalty and disruption were due to the 
fact that Hewitt stood for Secular Kducation, 
which, G. Lansbury and his followers com- 
plained, would lose Lansbury the N ouconformist 
support for his Parliamentary candidature for 
Bow and Bromley. Mr. Cluse, an S.D.F. lecturer, 
Stated that supporting capitalist candidates was 
not supporting the capitalist party, as the issue 
in 1900 was the Boer War. But he (Fitzgerald) 
would like to point out that this excuse could 
not hold water as the total casualties in the 
Boer War were less than 60,000, while the ollicial 
returns for one year in four trades in the United 
Kingdom showed over 100,000 victims, More- 
over, after the War was over, J. Hunter Watts 
supported Masterman, the Liberal candidate at 
Dulwich, and Will Thorne supported Percy 
Alden at Tottenham against the wish of the 
local Branch of the 8.D.F. ‘This labour leader 
also signed the Free ‘trade Manifesto of the 
Parliamentary Committee of the 'l'rade Union 
Congress. If Socialists held that the cleavage 
between Capital and Labour was growing wider 
and that the workers could only obtain their 
emancipation by means of capturing the politi- 
cal machinery it was worse than madness tu 
support capitalists or their nominees. ‘The rank 
and file of the S.U.I°. could obtain no informa- 
tion as to the doings of the E.C., as that body 

clanued that the members ought to have conti- 
dence in the elected men and trust them impli- 
citly. Because some members of the S.D.F. had 

kicked against the Kautsky hesolution at the 
Paris International Congress they were accused 

of having inspired the letters that appeared in 

the New York People on that subject. When 

at the S.D.I. Conference at Blackburn, H. W. 

lee and H. Quelch were accused of with- 

holding from the Organisation a certain letter 

Lansbury had addressed to the E.C., both 

denied having done so. When, later, the letter 

was published and could no longer be denied 

us In existence, Quelch stated that he was not 

present when it was reat although the E.C. 

minutes stated he was present at the meeting 

where the letter was read, and if he came in 

late, it was absurd to suppose that so luportant 

a letter was not shown to him. At Shoreditch, 

H. W. Lee admitted having told a lie and in 
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Justification said that under similar circum. 
stances he would so again. Tansbury’s letter 
had announced his resignation ag S.D.F. Parlia- 
mentary candidate for Bow and Bromiley be- 
cause he could see no good coming of it unless 
the S.D.F. made common cause with the Liber- 
als, When Socialists fight strught their political 
game 1s clean, when they back up Liberal hacks 
it becomes a dirty sume. It was on account of 
their not fighting straight that a creat number 
of members, some of the oldest: members among 
them, came out of the S D.F. and formed the 
S.P.G.B. ‘The facts: mentioned showed clearly 
that the S.D.F. was neither Socialist nor Demo- 
cratic and therefore did not deserve the confi- 
dence of the working-class. | 

Mr. Hesenreys in continuing the debate 
again asserted that the capitalist did not buy the 
worker but only his labour-power, If he bought 
the worker he would look after him, as. how- 
ever, he did not purchase him he let him go to 
the devil. In spite of the bad conditions of the 
workers they could revolt against brutality. 
The desire to do good induced Hyndman, 
William Morris and others to fight for the 
working-class. It does not matter what class 
men are born in but what class they fight for. 
Henderson, Dell, and similar men were as had 
us Liberal Capitalist candidates. It was an 
miportant matter to obtain better conditions for 
the workers as for instance free feeding of the 
children aud secular education. Mr. Strauss 
the late Liberal candidate for Mile End declared 
himself in favour of Socialism. Socialists ac- 
cepting the co-operation of capitalists in ol- 
taining reforms must make sure that these 
capitalists were earnest in helping forward those 
palliatives and there were some who were eani- 
est. One must judge candidates on personal 
grounds. If the ory candidate in Battersea 
declared in favour of feeding the children he 
would support him against Burns. Mr. Hunter 
Watts supported Masterman because Ruther- 
foord Harris had the blood of the South African 
farmers on his hands and it was not a question 
of mere numbers of victims: but Hunter Watts 
Was Wrong In supporting the Liberal candidate 
because that candidate was not in favuur of the 
S.D.F. palliatives. That was a great mistake. 
All parties make mistakes. It Was not in the 
Inaterial interests of the working-class in 187 
to have displayed their great loyalty to the 
Royal family. He had looked up Hansard and 
had found that in 1900 eight Radical members 
had voted against supplies for the Boer war. 
if they supported these men individually they 
did not support the Capitalist Party. It was true 
that a member of the E.C. of the S.D.F. sup- 
ported and worked for Burns during the election 
In 1900. This was, however, done in Conjunction 
and with somebody, who is now a member of 
the S.P.G.B. Will Thorne wag called over the 
coals by the .C. for Supporting Percy Alden. 
If the rank and file of the S.D.F did not get to 
know anything of the doings of their [.C 
it was due to the fact that their ergauisation 
Was poor and their full K.C. met only 
vnuce a quarter, Their organisation had ny 
noney to waste and therefore were wise in 
deciding to run candidates Ouly when they were 
sure of 10 per cent. of the vote in a constituency. 
Their expenses were heavy as it was. Golden 
suvereigps were hard to get. It was better to 
speud money on literature than on hopeless 
candidatures, 

Comrade Firzceratp in replying said that he 
had taken 25 minutes to bring the facts, points 
and urguments to show that. the S.DuE. was 
acing against the interests of the working- 
class, but Mr. Humphreys had made no attempt 
at refuting his statements. ‘I'he capitalist buys 
the worker's labour power bit by bit, hence had 
to buy his body. Under chattel slavery he 
bought the slave right out, but to-day he only 
bought the wage slave piecemeal, and owing to 
the number seeking sale was able to disregard 
their welfare. Lf some of the capitalist class act 
contrary to the interests of that class that does 
not prove that that class fights for the interests 
of the working-class. Mr. Hyndman had said 
that no slave class had brought about its pwn 
emancipation-—the class above it jad emanci- 
pated it. ‘Therefore the middle-class would 
emancipate the working-class. ‘Ihuse why 
voted for individual capitalist candidates sup- 
ported the capitalist party in the must effective 
manner, Viz., politically. Capitalists were all 
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none camp, and must. be the enemies of the 
working-class, if Socialist principles were true. 
Mr. Hunter Watts’ defence — for voting for 
Masterman was absurd. If Rutherfoord Harris 
had the blood of the South African farmers on 
his “hands, Masterman, as a Liberal, had the 
blood of the murdered Featherstone miners on 
his, which was worse, “Two and two were four, 
even if the lecountant made a Inistake in 
adding up. Apparently the S.D.F. did) yet 
Inean to learn by all their blunders and mistakes 
of the past. HH. W, Lee: thei Secretary, said 
in the current number of the Social Democrat 
that twenty vears ago the Radical advocated 
payment of Members of Parliament, now the 
S.D.F. must do that work. The eC. of the 
S.D.F. not only make mistakes hut deceived the 
workers in regard to their tactics, which were 
not Socialist hut Radical, At the last Annual 
Conference of the SDB at Northampton, 
Mr. Dan Irving threatened to leave the (‘on- 
ference if dais motion were not carried. When 
L.. Cotton, at the Shoreditch ¢ ‘on ference, insisted 
that his vote had heen falsified, Mr. Irving 
refused to go into the matter. Mr. J.P. Lloyd 
had moved that some scheme should be devised 
to let the members know more of the work of 
the F.C) Members of the 8.1. ’. were kept in 
ignorance of things, and) when Information 
came to them and they revolted they were at once 
branded as impossible. [He (Fitzgerald) was 
described as a danger. At Burnley when he 
called for evidence. Quelch declared he had 
none. ‘The S:D.F. having broken its pledges 
by backing up the capitalist’ position, directly 
and indirectly, did certainly not deserve the 
support of the working-class, 


THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT IN 
BULGARIA. 


—_———()° 


H. N. 


‘ 
The following facts are extracted froma long 
letter, written in Esperanto, which has heen 
received from Comrade P. Petrov, of Tamibol, 
and should be interesting in view of recent de. 
velopments in this country. | 
Industrially, Bulgaria is Where Britain was 
LOU years ago, but slowly, nevertheless inost 
~ certainly, capitalism penetratesand will c mitinue 
to penetrate into the land. After the country's 
liberation from ‘Turkish rule it. c unmenced 
tu shape like the Western Kuropean states - 
“HS government, its army, its political and 
economic life commenced to take an en- 
tirely new form and direction. European 
news, and news of European Nocialisi; were 
spread throughout the land. But because 
production was still inthe hands of the small 
muddle-class, because the ordinary labourer did 
not exist as in England, the labour movement 
wus entirely weak, and in no Way Socialistic. 
From 1594 there has existed a Social Demwo- 
cratic Party, but at the commencement the 
members were principally of the middle-class. 
The majority of the party consisted of merchants 
and small proprietors, During the vears LSYs 
to 19V01 there was an economic crisis, which 
greatly affected the merchants, small proprietors 
and agriculturists, who then began to doubt the 
capability of the different bourgeois parties, who 
were politically dominant, and to look with a 
favorable eve to the Socialists. thinking that they 
(the Socialists) might muprove thei adversely 
affected condition. At that time the Socialists 
Were exceedingly active amongst the people, but 
in their propaganda paid more atllention to the 
ininum program of the Nocial Democratic 
Party than to the InaXiimun, and they succeeded 
In sending 7 deputies to Parliament. But the 
success Was not lasting. In the following vears 
the crop was exceedingly good:and the econo- 
HMuc position MMproved. Wiscontent subsided 
and the majority of the middle-class members 
left the ranks of the party. Then some of the 
Socialists began to advocate a middle Course, 
They doubted whether capitalism would spread 
over Bulgaria, and, desiring IMuned late success. 
they, little by litte, fell aWwav frome Socialist 
principles and advocated strenuously, “One 
colmmnon cause wMongst the producing ¢ pora- 
lions. “‘Lhen commenced a battle wnonyst the 
Socialists themselves. Some desired ty remain 
true to the party principles, especailly on the 





8 
question of the Class War. : 
make “ Labour Compromises,” and in March, 
190% the party divided into two sections, one 
wishing to work specially amongst the laborers, 
whilst not ignoring the Jower middle-class, 
who were being gradually forced into the 
ranks of the laborers, and always holding to the 
class war, and the other dreaming about the 
common cause between the producing corpora- 


tions, and advocating compromises. ‘To the first | 


came all true and conscious Socialists, to the 


other a few workmen, sincere, but led astray. | 


And thus were formed two Socialist sections, 


acting as independent parties. But it was soon | 


remarked that the second section was acting as 
an enemy of the Labour Movement and of 
Socialism! Because the first section worked 


amongst a smaller circle and severely held to the | 


principles of scientific Socialism, they were 
named “ narrow Socialists” (‘* impossiblists ”’), 


and the others were named “ broad Socialists,” ) 


> 66 


or “common-causers ” “ opportunists.” 
The “ narrowers,” assured of the economic 
development in the future, knowing that capital- 


ism was spreading and would continue tospread, , 


commenced a quiet but continuous and fruitful 


policy of educating the workers in their class | 
interests. Many workmen's societies, enlight- , 
ened and instructed, and syndicates (trade | 


unions) soon sprang up, in which a strong pro- 


paganda was conducted, aiming at the creation | 


of sound, conscious and capable fighters, worthy 


to be enrolled under the Ned Flag, and shoulder | 


to shoulder, to defend their class, and together 


with the proletariat of the whole world, to } 


organise for the establishment of the Socialist 
Republic. In a short time the members of the 


Otbers wished to 
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LECTURES FOR OCTOBER. 


>: DOVECOTE HALL, :— 
78, High Road, Wood Green, at 7.30. 


October ist.—C. LeHane. “The Socialist 
Commonwealth: What it Means.” 


October 8th.—R. Ecrick. “Why | am an 


‘Impossiblist.” "’ 


October 15th.—A. ANpekson. Subject to be 


announced. 


October 22nd.—FE. 


J. B. Auten. *‘ Trade 
Unionism.” ; 


October zyth.—Debate. “Is the Marxian 


Theory of Value Correct?” 
J. FitzGeracp (S.P.G.B.) affirmative. 
W. A. Witsox (Cobden Club) negative. 


S.P.G.B. LIBRARY, No. 1. 
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MANIFESTO 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
la, CALEDONIAN Rpo., Kines Cross, Loxnpon, N. 
A. ANDERSON. 


Acting General Secretary - 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 

BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W  Braacn 
meets every Monday at $30 pm. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, SW. 

CENTRAL.—Membership obtained only through the 

‘Executive Committee. Applications should 
be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.--J. Fitzgerald, Sec, 34, Wil- 
mington Square. W.C. Branch mitets every 
Ist and 3rd Sunday in cach month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST HAM.—E. Philpot, Sec., 14, Coleridge Avenue, 
Manor Park, E. Branch mects every Wed- 
nesday at 8 30 at above address. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—A. Jacobs, Sec., 79, 
Moody Street, Mile End, E. Branch meets 
every Friday at the Secretary's address. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenny. Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd.. 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings: at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 
day at 8 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 309, North End 
Road, Fulham, SW. Branch fheets every 
Friday at 8 p.m. Economic Class, by J. Fitz- 
gerald, every Friday at 830 p.m. Non- 
members invited. 

ISLINGTON.—C. Thorp, Sec., 79, Grove Road, Hol- 
loway, N. Branch meets Tuesdays at 8.30 at 
the Co-vp. Stores, 79, Grove Rd., Holloway. 

PADDINGTON..---T.. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 


party, and of the separate societies, greatly 


increased. THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 


Meanwhile, the enemies of the workers, the A | 
“broad” Socialists, preached and still preach GREAT BRITAIN, 


to the workers organised in trade unions “‘ neu- Containing, in full detail, a statement of the 


PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monday 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 


ROMFORD DIVISION.—AII communications to 


trality,” i.e. no political action by the unions. 


They wish the unions to see nothing but their — 


direct trade interests, to fight only on the econe- 
mic field. ‘The * narrow ”’ Socialists, on the other 


hand, preach that the workers must also fight , 


the capitalists politically, and of course must 
come tO the Socialist party, which alone in 
Bulgaria defends the class. interests of the 
workers. They say, always and everywhere, that 
the economic and political battles are the two 
foundations of the class war. 

The “ broad” “ex-Socialists”’ as the “narrow” 


ones term them, pursue a policy which is entirely — 
contrary to the principles handed down to us | 


by our great first instructors, Marx and Engels. 
They are like the Bernsteinianers in Germany, 


the Jauresists ins France (previous to their union — 


with the Guesdists) and the Turatists in Italy. 
A few trade unions are under their influence, 
but their number ever declines. They cannot 
even conduct a strike ! 


The * narrowers” have a good Socialist liter- 


ature. Their chief organ, * Workers’ Gazette,” 
appears twice weekly, and is also the official 
organ of the trade unions. ‘The * New ‘Time ” 
is a monthly review, and there are many others. 
The * broadones” also issue a journal twice 
weekly-—“ The Workers’ Battle.” 
issued a review—“ ‘The Common Cause,” but 
this has ceased. 
literature and translations of the “ narrows.” 

In Tambol, whence our comrade writes and 
where he lives, there is a Workers’ Instruction 


Society, which aims at preparing members for - 


the party. They thoroughly study Socialism, 
and when by their action and consciousness 
they prove that they understand it, and not till 
then, they are wlmitted to the ranks of the active 
Socialists. 

The Party Congress took place in August, 
and amongst other things it was decided that 
in future no one should have the right to issue 
any gazette or review, unless the Party gave 
permission. ‘The question of the unity of the 
Bulgarian Socialists, arising out of the Am- 
sterdam resolution, occupied attention, but. it 
was decided that as the “ broad” Socialists are 
not really Socialists, that instead of helping the 
coming of scientific Socialism, they hindered it, 
no umlon could take place, but every true friend 
of Socialism was called upon to enrol under 
the red flag of the genuive Socialist Party, 
those who would be termed. in britain, the 
** Tm possi blists.”’ J.K. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


1a, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, 


The Editorial Committee of Tae Socialist 


StanparpD have pleasure in announcing that inthe | 


NEXT ISSUE 


they hope to publish the first instalment of the 
translation, revised by the author, of the famous 


ERFURTER PROGRAMME, 


BY 


KARL KAUTSKY. 


VOL. 
THE SOCIALIST STANDARD 


Well bound in stiff boards, 
Post Free 


X. 


3s. Od. 


Orders, accompanied by remittance, should be sent | 


to Publications Department. S P.G.B., 14, Caledonian 
Road, King’s Cross, London, N. 


Branch Secretaries and others 
SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 


well as anyone else. 


JACOMEB BROS., T.U. Printers, | 


Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 


the Secretary, S.P.G.B. Club, 43, York Road, 


Ilford. Branch meets Fridays at 8 at Club. 
Club opens every evening. Debates alternate 
Tuesdays. All invited. 


| TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 


Tooting, S.\W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 


| TOTTENHAM.—J. W. Robertson, Secretary, 17, Eth- 


erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at above 
address. 

WATFORD.—T. Wilkins, Sec., 16, Merton Rd.. Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Sundays in 
month, Economic Class 2nd and 4th Sunday, 
at 3 p.m. at the address given. 


WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 
Rd., Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 
Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue. Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Ist and 8rd Thursday at 
8.30 p.m. 


ES —_— 


| stated. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Comrades desiring to acquire or sell books on 
Social Science, etc. (new or second-hand), should 
send particulars to the Publications Department, 
S.P.G.B., 1a, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, 
London, N., from whom the undermentioned 
unsoiled works may be obtained at prices 


- 


CAPITAL. 


A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION. 
By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 106 ) 


Carriage Free os. 6d. 


SIX CENTURIES OF WORK AND 
WAGES. * 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR. 
By PROF. J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised, Published at 10,6.) 
Carriage Free os. 6d. 


POVERTY. 
A STUDY OF | TOWN LIFE. 
By B. SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
(Illustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &c.) 
(Published at 10.6.) 


Carriage Free 4s. 6d 


tor the Proprietors, The Socialist Party of Great Britain, and (published by A. Anderson, la, Caledonia n Rd., . London, N. 
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THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
in the interest of the whole community. 


Declaration of Principles 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 


That society as at present constituted Gs _ 


based upon the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories, railways, ete.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class, and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose labour 
alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antag- 
onism of interests, manifestyig itself as a class 
struggle, between those who possess but do not 
produce, and those who produce but do not 
possess. - 

That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the con- 
version into the common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution, and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the-order of social evolutien the 
working-class is the last class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
Involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinetion of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself, 

“That as the machinery of government, includ- 
ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalist-class of 
the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically 
for the conquest of the powers of government. 
national and local, in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutoeratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ex- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the master-class. 
the party seeking working-class emancipation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

THe Soctauist Party or Great Brrraty, there- 
fore, enters the field of politieal action deter- 
mined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly 
capitalist, and calls upon the members of the 
working-class of this country to muster under 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


Readers Who can endorse the foregomg in its 
enurety are duvited to communicate with the 
Secretary of the nearest Branch or with the 
Coeneral Seeretary, Nee Directory, page . 
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(Monruny, One Penny 


IS THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF 
HISTORY SUFFICIENT ? 


INTERESTING LETTERS ON 


AN INTERESTING SUBJECT. 


-0:——___-_—_ 


[The follacing correspondence — has 
beticeen tio members of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain. The subject matter is of such 
importance-- an understanding of what is im- 
plied by the term the materialist conception of 
history” being indispensible to anything like an 
adequate appreciation of the Socialist posstion 
and our comrade Watts has presented has case 
so admirably, that we hare readily undertaken 
to give the letters the avider publicity of these 
columns.— Kp, CTTER. 


pea ssed 


Dear Commie, So far as 1 understand it, I 
agree with the Materialist Conception of History, 
but recently have been studying the reports 
of the Sociological Society, which magnify the 
problem ofthe unification of the Socjal sClences 
until it appears.almost insoluble: and T have 
had my faith shaken in the sufficiency of the 
Materialist Conception because these learned 
people have made the question appear so great 
that the Materialist Conception appears too 
simple. [ will, therefore, explain the difficulty 
according to the disciples of the Sociological 
Society. 

They appear to agree that society is an organ- 
ism of a complicated type, and that these con 
plications are made intelligible only through 
their relations being truly comprehended, They 
view the sociological field as at present being 
separated into many particular fields. each in, 
the hands of specialist investigators, and thes 
Claim that. the sociologist (through the Nocio- 
logical Society) is the scientist Whose duty it is to 
co-ordinate the social specialisms and generalise 
from the investigations of the social SClENCeS, 
They consider that the specialist Investigators 
should work with the idea of the ultimate unity 
of their investigations, an idea that they Clann 
it is one of the duties of the Sociological Society 
to foster. They deprecate the interpretation of 
the highly complex social phenomena in. the 
terms of anyone specialism ; and this. it seems 
to ine, is the point that particularly touches us. 

On every land we see men working with a 
view to the application of their particular remedy 
for various social evils. Do we not come under 
the same han? Do we not offer a sort of Morri- 
son’s Pill forthe earthquake ? Socialism. at the 
last and ultimate analysis, is an economic pro- 
position, a fundamental one, L grant” but. still 
purely economic. Now the economic relations 
of men in society are not the only ones, We Say 
true, but all other relations grow out of the 
econoniice ones, and this, as 1 understand it, Is 
the basis of the Materialist (4 nceptuionol History, 
The poimt, then, is to demonstrate thet the 
all impartant, the dominating factor in SOC TEL 
Is Its economic conditions. 

There are a considerable number of people 
sometimes designated cranks, who desire to 
regenerate sowety through the application of 
their particular Morrison's Pill. According to 
your alleged) philosophic radical all that. is 
required is politcal perfection — the Gurving of 
certain politicalrevolutionary reforms (1 use the 


Hibernianism advisedly). According to the 
temperance fanatic, all that is required is the 
entire removal of the ‘drink evil.’ root and 
branch. The ethical reformer seeks to emphasise 
the moral factor in social relations and through 
that means to establish the millenium. The 
orthodox man seeks that everybody should 
believe that ‘certain impossible things once hap- 
pened, and through that belief. somehow. | 
Know not how, the millenium is coming. And 
so on. Every reformer of whatever colour or 
creed, has some Morrison’s Pill to give Society, 
to cure it of all its evils atone blow. But augaun 
Lask, does not the Socialist fall into the sulne 
category 2 He says that ethical, moral. religious ; 
artisuc, asthetical; political and intellectual 
relations are fundamentally determined by the 
CCONOMIC relations, und he seeks to alter those 
econonne relations so that following from suc; 
revolutionary change should come the change 
(and. of course, improvement) in the ethical. 
moral, religious : artistic. wsthetical ; political. 
mtellectual, and all other relations. . 

Now the ditticulty seems to be, everl granting 
all that we claim for the dominance of economic 
| conditions, how far can man’s intellect get ahead 
of his economic and other c malitions, and frame 
ideas and ideals to work to and for” If qaun’s 
ideas were rigidly determined by his economic 
environment, the Socialist would be Hupossible, 
and indeed, the social conservative would be 
Impossible, too, because in the same environ- 
nent We find most divergent minds. 

The whole problem that Lam trving to form- 
late would seem to be the old one of * free- 
will and “determinisin.” | And the only 
explanation of the divergences can be the indi- 
vidual temperament, call it what vou will. So 
that the position secins to resolve itself jite thie 
effects of the action of the environment it 
Which must be included every mnfluence which 
the human tind comes into contact with from 
first to dast) on the individual personality, the 
“ego.” ‘The great ditticulty would seem to be. 
therefore, the true recoguition of the forces that 
go to make up that ego through hereditary 
channels. Is our knowledge of the action of 
heredity suflicient for the formulation of « 
plitlosopliy threat should comprehend all the 
Influence thicat fo teothe dae. in all thiett 
strange variations of temmperanent 7 

lh couclusion, therefore, | wertthel ask, Is lit 
Materialist Conception ~tthcient for the expel: 
abbot ot all the compler phenomena cf bike wberes 
Socret Ks 

Priaternally yours, 
aad sy i a 
psi Ol Course, Votb riuist hot SUUprprarsee Claret | 
sha sneha hereto on the SN calist Polittosepetin aus | 
Upper from tlie whove, | have PANU VOT lee] Tits 
CONN DL Lithierdties Hh) order, Lleol COLLIN To tinihe thre 
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Materialist Conception of History, and as I hold | “A society, no matter what its form may be, 


firmly to that conception as a guiding prineyp'e 
(having entirely convinced myself of its truth) 
I shall be glad to discuss the matter. 

Before doing 80, however, | will ask you to 
carefully peruse the following somewhat lengthy 
but exceedingly important quotation from Marx's 
‘* Contribution to the Critique of Political Econ- 
omy,” which gives an explanation of the Mater- 
ialist Conception of History, as it is necessary 
to define our terms before using them as signs 
in our discussion. 


This extract is from the preface to Marx's 


* Critique of Political Economy.” Published (in 
Germany) 1857. 

“The first work which I undertook for 
the purpose vf solving the doubts which per- 
plexed me was a cnitical reexamination of 
Hegel's ‘ Philosophy of Law.’ The introduction 
to this work appeared in the German French 
Year Books of 1544. My investigations ended 
in the conviction that legal relations and forms 
of government cannot be explained either by 
themselves or by the so-called development of 
the human mind, but, on the contrary, have 
their roots in the conditions of men’s existence, 
whose totality Hegel, following the French and 


| 


English writers of the eighteenth century, sum- , 


med up under the name of civil society ; and 
that the anatomy of civil society must be sought 
in political economy, to which study I next gave 
my attention. 

“The general result at which I arrived and 
which, once obtained, served as a guide for my 
subsequent studies, can be briefly formulated 
as follows : 

‘In making their livelihood together men 
enter into certain necessary, involuntary rela- 
tions with each other. 


‘These industrial relations arise out of their 


respective conditions and occupations and cor- 
respond to whatever stage society has reached in 
the development of its material productive forces. 

Different stages of industry produce different 
relations. 

‘* The totality of these industrial relations con- 
stitutes the economic structure and basis of 
society. 

‘‘ Upon this basis the legal and political super- 
structure is built. 

* There are certain forms of social cunscious- 
ness or so-called public opinion which corres- 
pond to this basis. 

“The method prevailing in any society of 
producing the material livelihood determines 
the social, political and intellectual life of men 
in general. 

‘It is not primarily men’s consciousness which 
determines their mode of life; on the contrary 
it is their social life which determines their 
CONSCLOUBNESS. 

‘* When the material productive forces of society 
have advanced to a certain stage of their devel- 
opment they come into opposition with the old 
conditions of production, or, to use a legal 
expression, with the old property relations under 
which these forces have hitherto been exerted. 

‘Instead of serving longer as institutions for 
the development of the productive powers of 
society, thesetantiquated property relations now 
become hindrances. Then begins an epoch of 
social revolution. 

* With the change of the economic basis the 
whole vast superstructure undergoes, sooner or 
later, a revolution. 

‘In considering such revolutions we must 
always distinguish clearly between the change 
in the industrial methods of social production 
on the one hand ; this change takes place un- 
consciously, strictly according to the laws of 
natural science, and might properly be called an 
evolution. 

* And, on the other hand, the change in the 
legal, political, religious, artistical or philo- 
sophical, in short, ideological, institutions ; with 
reference to these men fight out this battle as a 
revolution conscious of their opposing interests. 
This conflict takes the form of a class struggle. 

As little as we judge an individual by what 
he thinks he ts, just as little can we judye such 
revolutionary epoch by its own conscwusness. 

* We must rather explain this consciousness 
out of the antagonisins of men’s industrial 
occupations, out of the conflict existing between 
the productive capacity of social industry and 
the legal institutions under which this industry 
is carried gn. 


is never broken up until all the productive 
powers are developed for which it is adapted. 

“New and higher social institutions are never 
extablaxhed until the material conditions of life 
fo support them hare been prepared in the lap of 
the old society itself. ‘Vherefore, mankind never 
sets for itself any tasks, except those for which 
it has received proper training and which it is 
able to perform. 

“Tf we examine closely, it will always be 
found that the conflict never arises except where 
the material conditions of itx solution are already 
at hand, or at least are in the the process of 
growth. 

‘“We may in wide outlines characterise the 
Asiatic, the antique, the feudal and the modern 
‘apitalistic methods of production as.a series of 
progressive epochs in the evolution of economic 
society. 

The industrial relations arising out of the 
capitalistic method of production constitute the 
last of the antagonistic forms of social produc- 
tion ; antagonistic not in the sense of antagonism 
between individuals, but of antagonixm growing 
out of the circumstances in which men must live 
who take part in social production. 

“ But the productive forces which are devel- 
oped in the lap of capitalistic society create 
at the same time the material conditions needed 
for the abolition of this antagonism. ‘The 
capitalist form of society, therefore, will bring 
to a close this cycle of the history of human 
society, as it has existed under the various 
forms of explvitation.” 

And now to proceed with my own contribu- 
tion to the discussion. : 

All history, indeed all intellectual life, can be 
explained only from the accompanying and pre- 
ceding material conditions, since any other 
theory than this postulates an uncaused thing, 
which is contrary to all experience, and is there- 
fore unscientific and untenable. Intellectual 
life is but the reflex of material conditions. 
That intellectual life has a secondary reflex 
action upon material conditions in no way 
changes the fact that material conditions form 
the base,origin, and material of all intellectual life. 

Now, in the Materialist Conception of History 
we are given tlie dominant factor in the deter- 
mination of all history ; that is, the method in 
which wealth is produced and exchanged. Ob- 
viously, in order that there may be human 
history two things are essential; firstly, men, 
and secondly, fuod and shelter for them. How 
much, where and how food and shelter can be 
obtained, determines, firstly, man’s existence, 
secondly, where he shall live, and thirdly, how 
he shall live. Therefore the Materialist Con- 
ception of History is without doubt the deter- 
mining and basic factor in all history ; indeed, 
broadly interpreted, all material conditions are 
cum prised in it. 

Just as we speak of the “ Law of Evolution ” 
80 we may speak of the Materialist Conception 
as the “Law of History.” As in one case 
we can explain existing organic forms by the 
* Law of Evolution,” so in the other case can 
we explain existing social forms only by the 
materialist * Law of History.” In organic, as in 
social, evulution, there are many minor matters 
that, with our present defective knowledge we 
cannot yet explain. Nevertheless, it would be 
absurd and unscientific to abandon the law 
which has been proved right in so many in- 
stances the moment we come upon obscure or 
complicated detail whose connection with the 
fundamental law is not at once seen. 

Both in biology and in sociology, inability to 
see the working of fundamental principles or 
laws 1s usually the result of insufficient know- 
ledge, narrowness of the field of view, and a 
prwrt notions. ‘This is especially true of the 
modern social specialist. Lost in a forest of 
detail he lacks the breadth of view that is neces- 
Bury to an understanding of general principles. 
We do not now magnify the accidentals of 
wwology to the extent that the old naturalists 
did, who thereby got fanciful and conflicting 
classifications ; but, probably aided by the fact 
that we see the detail of animal life from a 
distance, and so get a truer perspective than in 
suciology, We have grasped the basic principles 
vf organic evolution in the food supply and the 
conditions of the struggle to obtain it. No science 
is so subjective as sociology, for here we meet 
the “ furies of private interests ;’ and hampered 
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as ure the majority of specialists by precon- 
ceived ideas and class prejudice, small wonder 
is there that even the most honest of them 
arrive at such inane conclusions. They fail to 
distinguish between essentials and accidentals. 
and detail assumes greater importance than 
principles or laws in consequence.“ They can- 
not see the wood for the trees.” Specialisation 
is, of course, essential, but the eo-ordination of 
the social sciences can only be the work of one 
who takes a thorough but even view of all. 

To realise the full force of the Materialist 
Concept a broad knowledge of history, econo- 
mies, and natural science is absolutely essential, 
and history is the most important. Such broad 
surveys of history as are given in even element- 
ary primers like Jenk’'s History of Politics and 
Fy ffe’s History of Greece, or in such works as 
Thorold Rogers’ Six Centuries of Work and 
Wages and Buckle’s Introduction to the History 
of Cirilisation, throw into relief the general 
principles of history and afford a granitic foun- 
dation to the Materialist Conception. 

It is too great a task toattempt any historical 
survey here; but it is most clear, to take the 
example that immediately affects us, that the 
tremendous transformation in this country dur- 
ing the last three centuries of the conditions of 
things and the social life arising therefrom, is 
directly traceable to the wonderful change which 
has taken place in the methods of producing 
and distributing wealth. A new class has been 
created and forced to power. ‘The face of the 
country has been changed from agricultural to 
manufacturing. Huge towns have arisen where 
once were cornfields. The change from individ- 
ual to social production has revolutionised social 
relationships. Where once men worked singly 
for home consumption they now work in huge 
armies for others, disciplined and commanded. 
Where once was handicraft is now giant 
machine production. All this has been brought 
about by the gradual change in the methods of 
producing and distributing the wealth of the 
country ; due to the greater economy of CO-Op- 
erative over individual production, and to the 
greater economy of machine over hand labour. 
Modern sucial life is explicable only upon this 
basis : the line of least resistance in wealth pro- 
duction impelling men into entirely new social 
relationships. 

It will be seen how curious is the idea that 
the scientific Socialist, by indicating economic 
conditions as the basis of all social relationships, 
has only a Morrison’s Pill a2 la Carlyle to offer 
of no greater efficiency than is usual with such 
nostrums. The cure-all pill idea implies idealism. 
It implies that men can, out of their own souls, 
evolve ascheme of things and force it on society 
without that scheme being of necessity the out- 
come of present conditions and in harmony 
with the natural trend of things. Socialism of 
the scientific type 1s, of course, not this by any 
means. ‘The various reformers with their nos- 
trums are rather like the quacks who profess to 
cure virulent fevers by means of prayers, charms 
and incantations, or at least lke the pseudo 
scientific quacks who prescribe drugs to count- 
eract only the symptoms and effects of diseases, 
leaving the causes untouched. The Socialist is 
rather like the true scientist who goes to causes 
in material conditions, and sees that effective 
drainage is laid down, cleanliness maintained, 
and correct food given. 

The question often occurs : how ts it that in 
identical environment some are Socialists and 
some are conservatives, if economic conditions 
determine, in the last resort. the views of men ? 
The matter of this “identical environment” 
can be illustrated by a simple analogy. Suppose 
a hundred soft clay balls were put in a bag and 
sat on, these balls would all be in an identical 
environment, like men in any class in society 
subjected to economic pressure, 80 what would 
happen? Some balls would be squared, some 
slightly flattened, and some utterly squashed, 
as determined by their position in this so-called 
identical environment. In society different 
classes have different environment. In a given 
class some would be slightly modified conserv- 
atives, and some revolutionary: as pressure 
increases so all would become entirely altered. 
All, then, would be affected, but slightly un- 
equally, since no two balls, or two persons, 
could possibly be in exactly the same environ- 
ment. Soin society men picture the future from 
what they see and feel in the present. Some by 
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hereditary fitness and actual environment would 
more easily and clearly comprehend the needs 
of the present and the tendency of things: 
others in conditions less violently affected would 
find itmore difheult to see clearly, or would from 
the materials to their hands or inherited weak- 
ness, form false pictures which would lure them 
In wrong directions. 

So far from economics being buat one specialis- 
ation of no greater lmport tran a host of other 
artificial divisions or specialisms, economics is. 
then, the fundamental, the essential specialism. 
It is the trunk upon which all the various 
branches depend, or rather, to be more accurate, 
it is the anatomy of social life. The truth of 
this proposition is amply demonstrated at the 
bar of social history, even with the knowledge at 
present available > just as the truth of the law of 
evolution is shown at the bar of the more deve- 
loped natural sciences. ‘he conclusions of all 
natural science, indeed, render no other inter- 
pretation of history logically tenable except the 
Materialist Conception of History. : 

i . Ware 
[.\ further instalment of this correspondence 
will appear in the next issue. | 


PARTY NOTES. 


[tis particularly requested that all commu- 
nications be addressed: ‘‘ The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain, la, Caledonian Road, King’s 
Cross, London, N.’’ See official notice on 
page 4. C 

* 
* * 

Last quarter 51 new members were enrolled. 
This is very gratifving, and shews that just in 
proportion as we can place our views before the 
public we shall add to our membership. Now 
that the weather has compelled us to shut down 
our regular open-air propaganda, we cannot. of 
course, expect to increase at the same rate. 

* - * 

In connection with the formation of new 
branches, 1 would suggest that we should 
“make haste slowly.” The strength of an organ- 
isation does not depend upon the number of 
* branches ” it Gan show on paper, but upon the 
activity displaved by the members. Public 
propaganda and the sale of literature are the test. 

* 


* «* 

Members will be pleased to learn of the suc- 
cess attending the issue of the first instalment 
of the 8.P.G.B. Library. The Manifesto is still 
selling well. Those who have not yet read it 
can obtain a copy direct from the Head Office, 
post free, 14d. [t explains the Principles and 
Poliey of the S.P.G.B., and goes fully into our 
attitude towards the S.D.F.. iP, ERG 
Fabian Society, Trade Unions, ete. It also con- 
tains the rules of the Party. 

**s 

During the winter months the sues of our 
journal will probably decline somewhat. but our 
menibers will see to it, as before, that the Party 
funds do not suffer. Cheques and Money Orders 
should be made payable to A. J. M. Garay. As 
many as possible should become annual sub- 
seribers. For Is. Gd. THe Soctisr Srasparp 
will be sent post free to any address in the 
world for twelve months. 

* 
* * 

It is suggested that Branches do their best 
during the indoor season to develope the latent 
ability they will undoubtedly find wmong their 
members by debates, lectures, Classes, and other 
means. Too ambitious efforts are not te he 
encouraged at first. but a great deal of profit 
might be gained by discussions on-the several 
and 
especially the ~ Manifesto” which contains a 
Vast amount of condensed information. 

* 
= * 

The Sunday evening lectures will be contin- 
ued during November at Sydney Hall, Battersea, 
and at Dovecote Hall, Wood Green, (see adver- 
Usementson pp. Sands). Debates also take place 
on alternate Tuesday evenings at the S.P.G.[. 
Club, 43, York Road, IMord. The Opener on 
Tuesday next will be G. C. H. Carter. 

* 
*. 

The Head Office will be kept open every 
Saturday until 4 o'clock, for the convenience of 
members wishing to make payments or obtain 
literature, ete. Gi. C. H. Carter, Gen. See. 
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OUR VIEW OF THE RECENT MUNICIPAL 
‘* ENTENTE."’ 


At the Quarterly Meeting of Delegates held on 
Saturday last at the Communist Club it was 
Unanimously resolved to send the following 
telegram and letter to the National (Congress of 
the French Socialist Party in Chalon 
TELEGRAM, 
London. Oct. Sth. DM). 
To the President of National Socialist ( ‘ON ETOSS, 
Chalon, France, 

Fraternal greetings but we protest ugamst 
action of Paul Brousse and other Minieipeal 
Councillors, members of vour Party. last week 
In London. ) 

(signed CARTER. 
Secretary of The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
LETTER. 
la. Caledonian Road, London, WoC. 
October 29th. 105. 

To the President of the 

National Socialist Congress. 

Chalon, France. 

Dear Comrade, 

We have the pleasure of confirming our tele- 
gram of yesterday which read: * Fraternal 
greetings, but we protest against action of 
Paul Brousse and other Municipal Councillors, 
members of your Party, last week in London.” 

While we note that your Party is based upon 
the class-struggle, we desire to point out that 
the recognition of the class-struggle alone is, 
however, not sutticient guarantee for uncompro- 
mising Socialist action in open hostility to all 
capitalist parties or alleged labour organistions 
supporting the capitalist class. We hold that 
Socialist principles must at all times be honestly 
translated into politics. Hence any alliance or 
co-operation: with the enemies of Socialism can 
only tend to confuse the minds of the working- 
class and thus retard the achievement of their 
emancipation from wage slavery. If the Socialist 
Party of each country are to seize the political 
machinery, national and municipal, they can do 
sv only by carrying the class-struggle to its 
logical conclusion, that is, by acting throughout 
In antagonism to the class which, under the 
present system, control the political machinery, 
and by doing so are enabled to retain possession 
and control of the means of production and dis- 
tribution. ’ 

We therefore protest strongly against repre- 
sentives of your Party feasting and receiving or 
being feasted or received by the political repre- 
sentatives of the capitalist class. The fact of 
Paul Brousse and other members of your Party 
having been feasted and received by the muni- 
cipalist representatives of the capitalist class in 
this country has been a severe blow to the Nocial- 
ist Cause, not only in Britain, but to the whole 
International Socialist movement. [t appears to 
us that this municipal  Entente” between the 
capitalist administration of London and the so- 
called Socialist. municipal administration of 
Paris is but a municipal endorsement of the 
* Entente” of two capitalist governmentsalready 
established. And it further appears to us that 
the fact of Parisian Socialist Councillors having 
taken part in the interchange of capitalist 
municipal courtesies will be utilised by the Lib- 
eral Party (which controls the London County 
Council) to obtain the votesof the British working 
class at the approaching General Election. 

Seeing that at your Congress vou are to con- 
sider your political action we sincerely trust 
that you will take such steps as will prevent in 
future representatives of your Party coquetting 
with or paying homage to the representatives 
of capitalism in France or abroad. 

In conclusion we wish to point out that by 
the expression of the aforegoing sentiments we 
do not presume to interfere with your internal 
affairs but to convey to you our opinion as to the 
action pursued by members of your Party which 
seriously affects the propaganda of Socialism in 
this country.” 

With fraternal greetings, | remain, dear Com. 
rade, 

Yours in the Cause of 
International Socialism, 
(signed) G. CL HL CARTER, 
Cieneral Secretary, 
The Socialist Party of Great Britan. 
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REVISIONISM AND THE GERMAN 
PARTY. 


SOCIALIST 
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[\ the issue of © Vorwaerts.” the ( ‘entral Oro 
Of the Crermiuain Soenlist Party: Of Oetober thy 
2 Ist last. appeared an announcement that six 
members of the Editorial Staff of the Vor 
waerts "had tendered their resignation te the 
executive Council of the Party. The issue of 
the same paper of October the vary Comtrprnest 
the following notice 
"To the Members of the Parts 

“To-day a meeting was held in whieh took 
part. the Exeeative Council of the Party. the 
Press (Commnittee of the” Vorwaerts.” the ('on- 
fidential Men of Berlin and suburbs. the (‘hair- 
men and Treasurers of the s Sochalist’ Election 
Associations, the Local Comunittee. the Prespoae 
ganda Committee for the Province of Brunden- 
burg and the Members of and Candidates for 
Parliament for the Constituencies in Berlin ane 
suburbs. Those present: resolved —only Ss dis- 
senting: * That this meeting accepts the resig- 
nation of Comrades Buttner. isner, Cirad- 
nauer, Kaliski, Schroder and Wetzker as editors 
of the ~ Vorwaerts.” as such resignation will 
make it possible to change the conditions in the 
Editorial Department of the paper in accordance 
with the wishes and views of. this neeting. 
The Executive Council and Press Comittee 
are hereby instructed to take the necessary steps 
for replacing some of the Editorial Staff accord - 
ingly. Public information as to the incidents 
leading to the resignation of the said 6 comrades 
will be given to the members of the Party as 
soon as matters have been put straight im the 
Keditorial Department.’ | 

(Signed) The Executive Council.” 


For the information of those who are un. 
thle to follow up the progress of the movement 
in other countries it may here be explained 
that at the last annual Congress of the Ger- 
man Socialist Party the Editorial Staff of 
the * Vorwaerts” was requested to. refrain 
from supporting Revisionism. The aforemen- 
tioned six members of the Staff. among whom 
is Buttner the Editor-in-Chief, took no notice o! 
the warning by the Congress or subsequently 
by the Executive Council. This body was con- 
sequently compelled to hold several meetings 
relating to this matter and to refuse the Staff of 
the * Vorwaerts"’ admittance thereto. Thijs 
want of confidence was too much for the SIX 
above mentioned, hence their resignation. For 
the present there is no further news to hand. 
The full Editorial Staff of the “ Vorwaerts ” at 
present consists of 10 members, viz.. Buttner 
(Chief and responsible Editor), Eisner and 
Gradnauer (Politics), Schroder and Kaliski 
(Local), Wetzker (Social), Strobel Foreign . 
Cunow (Economics), olin (Trade Unions . and 


Leid (Party News). HX: 


S. P. G. B. 


BATTERSEA BRANCHE. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES 


WILL BE GIVEN AT 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, BATTERSEA, 
AS UNDER — 


Sth—T. A. JACKSON: 
‘¢ The Philosophy of Socialism."’ 


12th--H. C. PHILLIPS: 
‘‘ Capitalism up-to-date."’ 
19th_-CON,. LEHANE: 
‘‘ The Poverty of the Clergy.’’ 


26th J. FITZGERALD: 
‘‘ The Economic Trend."’ 


Nov. 


Chair at 7.30 sharp. Discussion. 
ADMISSION FREE. 


ECONOMIC CLASSES 


Will be held every alternate Sunday (commenc- 
Ing Nov. doth), at Sydney Hall.) pum. 


[ustructor — - A. irzeenarp 





OFFIGIAL NOTICE. 


The Head Office of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain is now situate at 1a, Caledonian Road, King’s 
Cross. London, N.. to which address aLt communica- 
tions should be sent. 

General correspondence 
“The General Secretary.’ 

Articles and correspondence submitted for insertion 
in THe Sociatist STANDARD should be addressed to 
‘* The Editorial Committee.” 

Subscriptionsand advertisements for THE SoctaList 
STANDARD, and orders for pamphlets, book, &c., issued 
or sold by the Party. should be addressed to ‘ The 
Publications Department.” 

The meetings of the Executive Committee are held 
at the Head Office on the first Saturday in each 
month, at 3 pm,and on the third Tuesday in each 
month, at 7 p.m. 


should be addressed to 


Terms of Subscriptions. 


< os ae 
Twelve Months i — as  & © 


Scale of Charges for Advertisements. 


Per Inch, One Insertion 

Quarter Column do. i BY 

Half Column do. ties - oO 

One Column do. ue aa re) 

Special arrangements wil] be made for Advertisements | 

to be inserted in more than one issue. | 
| 
| 


Che Standard, 


Socialist 
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THE FOLLY OF FOOLS. 


Ix common with most other London and Sub- 
urban districts, Poplar has an unemployed pro- 
blem—somewhat more acute, perhaps, in thie 
neighbourhood of Poplar. but the same problem 
that afflicts every industrial centre of every 
capitalist country in the world, and, because 
capitalism is impossible without this out-of- 
work army, that will continue to afflict until 
production is organised for the use of the pro- 
ducer as distinguished from the profit of the 
non-producer, asat present. But the affairs of 
Poplar, being inthe hands of progressive gen- 
tlemen— practically Socialists as weare informed 
—it follows that, in real or feigned ignorance of 
the inevitability of unemployment, the public 
progressive persons of Poplar are making efforts 
to solve the, under present conditions, insolvable. 
Their methods as compared with those of 
other borough councillors are, however, sen- 
sational. They want, and in this respect 
they are just ordinary, Mr. Balfour to call a 
special Parliamentary session to deal with the 
question—although what that amiable apostle 
of culture could do is not clear. Mr. Balfour, 
apparently, is notinclined to do anything of the 
sort. Whereupon our Poplar worthies spring 
into a great notoriety by asking that the King 
himself shall hear their requisition, the which 
the “little father,” being a moderately wide- 
awake gentleman, agrees to. The humble and 
loval representations are duly made and most 
graciously received (the little mother smiling 
sympathetically the while) and—passed back to 
the amiable Balfour! Whereat Poplar is de- 
lighted, Mr. and Mrs. Crooks are photographed 
in the act of smiling their pleasure, the Mavor 
walks on his heels, bearing himself proudly, 
and the unemploved take in their belts another 
hole and look hopelessly and shoudderingly 
ahead to the rigors of a winter that threatens 
to be even longer and more bitter than usual. 


Well, at as useless to hemoan the albysimial 
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iynorance that will forever follow in the wake 
of folly. We can only proclaim to those whom 
our voices will reach and who have ears to hear, 
that there is no hope for the working-class 
until they cease appealing and appealing and 
appealing for what they may take when they 
will, We can only repeat and repeat and repeat 
that there is no hope for the working-class until 
they have understood and have themselves taken 
over the means by which they may produce the 
things necessary to their life and happiness. 
It may seem a cold and comfortless answer to 
give the appeal of huddled misery erying aloud 
for “something now.” But it is not. It ie a 
message charged with hope and a great possi- 
bilitv. -if only the workers will listen. It is a 
message that will bring the * 
-if only the workers will listen. 
have so often urged, and as every indication 


something now ”’ 


For, as we 


goes to show, “something now” is never con- 
ceded except out of the feat of the possessing 
class. And no greater fear can be bred in their 
hearts than that of an intelligent working-class 
after the means of life —upon the ownership of 
which the power of the capitalist depends. At 
present the workers are asking for crumbs as 
a charity, and they get the equivalent of nothing. 
Let them demand the whole loaf as a right and 
show behind their demand a determination that 
will not be denied and the “something now” 
will surely materialize. ‘The message of the 
S.P.G.B. indicates the only path that can be 
followed for the attainment of the “ something 
now ”’ or the whole loaf of presently. 


—---:0:—— 


THE SILENCE OF JONES AND OTHERS. 


Two months ago we challenged those (members 
of the S.D.F. and others) who had alleged inac- 
curacy, misrepresentation and abuse against us 
to produce their evidence. We offered every 
facility possible to enable them to establish their 
charge, undertaking to withdraw anything that 
had been written and that we found ourselves 
unable to justify, in a frank and honourable 
manner. We knew of nothing that would bear 
the construction of abuse or misrepresentation, 
hut we were quite ready to believe that those 
who were concerned to prefer charges against 
us had some basis in fact for them, and were 
not entirely actuated by malice. As we said 
then, we are anxious to remain what we have 
always endeavoured to be, —a clean and clear 
exponent of unadulterated and unadjectival 
Socialism, and should be grateful to anyone 
who would point out where we have failed and 
how we might remedy our defect. 

Our challenge was reprinted in leaflet form, 
and scattered broadeast. It has been brought 
directly under the notice of many of our accu- 
sers, and—it has met with absolutely no 
res pollse . 

Very well. Let the working-class judge the 
motives of men who will make damaging alleg- 
ations without being able to produce their proof 
and who will not avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of withdrawing what they find themselves 
unable to substantiate. We ask the working- 
class of Camborne Division to note the position 
Cr. 


Jones is one of the many S.D.F. men who have 


of Councillor J. Jones in this connection. 


accused us of villification and perverting the 
truth. 
gation with no proof, which is prima facie evi- 


But Cllr. Jones has supported his alle- 
dence of lis inability to do so; nor has he with- 
drawn lis allegations, which is pron facie 
evidence of the absence in hin of a sufliciency 
of decency and honesty. 

And that is all the comment we need make. 
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TOLSTOY. IMPOSSIBLIST ! 


Ax against those professing Socialists who en- 
deavour to secure the kudos and advertisement 
attaching tothe identification with their position 
of individuals who have, by divers methods, 
attained to prominence in the public eve. we 
are concerned that the message we bring to the 
working-class shall be assessed on its own 
merits. 
as well as its futility, are opposed to the endeav- 


Just as we, knowing its harmfulness 


our to obtain support for Socialism by tactics of 
compromise and the propagation of something 
less t¥an Socialism, so we are opposed to the 
endeavour to create for Socialism a standing of 
greater “respectability ’’ by covering it with 
the glamour of great names—--whether of monar- 
chical countesses or mystic counts. Hence the 
publication in another column of the letter from 
Tolstoy. 

Tolstoy's disclaimer may come as an awkward 
pronouncement to those notoriety-mongers who, 
having claumed to be Socialists, have claimed 
Count Tolstoy for their supporter and widely 
advertised the connection. ‘Tolstoy, of course, 
is simply a Christist who has failed to under- 
stand—because perhaps he has never studied - - 
the materialist basis to human thought and 
activity and who thinks that human loves and 
hates can be divorced from material conditions 
when, of course, it is precisely the material 
motive—the desire for material improvement 
and the methods of realising it—that brought 
men into association, into groups and tribes and 
nations, an association that has given birth to, 
and moulded, their thoughts and aspirations, 
their loves and hates and fears. 

Generally speaking, man’s capacity to love 
his neighbour will depend upon the economic 
relationship of both. It is sheer fatuity tu ex- 
pect one to love the other when they are mutually 
engaged ina grim struggle for the wherewithal 
to live, a struggle that the conditions governing 
industry forces upon them. A man may under- 
stand that industrial conditions render it im- 
possible for his fellow to do other than battle 
with him for bread, but he cannot love unless 
it is possible to conceive of a love that finds 
expressiou in a fight in no respect dissimilar 
from the fight between men who hate and hate 
whole-heartedly. The law of self preservation 
impels the fight and the lesson is soon learnt 
that the victory is to the best hater rather than 
the best lover. It is quite possible that the 
participants in the struggle may prefer to love 
each other, but they will understand if they 
give heed to the Socialist that the only way by 
which love can be made possible is through the 
removal of the conditions that necessitate late. 
Thev inust first of all remove the conditions that 
set them at each other's throat. ‘Tolstoy las 
laid hold of the wrong end of the problem, and 
it is because his gospel can only have mischiev- 
ous effects upon the endeavours we are making 
to organise the working-class upon the basis of 
their class interests, that we take the opportun- 
ity this letter affords to make it clear, upon his 
own showing, that he is outside the Socialist 
movement at the same time that we echo the 
quaintly worded regret of our Japanese coinrades 
that “Tolstoy is yet in error as to Socialism and 
the solution of social problem just in the same 
way as the common shallow people do.” 


RUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

An Unauthorised Program” and “Poverty” 
by KR. Derfel. 
Isstle. 

Also * 
Tokio: 


These will be noticed in next 


Labor’ St. Louis; “The Chokugen,” 


“La Internacional” Buenos Aires. 
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Can the Capitalist Class Protect its 


own Interests ? 


ay, 


ly isa common assertion that the protit, rent, 
and interest forming the imcome of the ruling 
class is a natural remuneration for its superior 
intellectual power and for its greater responsi- 
bilities. The idea put forth is that profit forms 
the “wage of management,” the“ rent of abil- 
ity’ of the capitalist class. 

The working-class are warned against the 
agitator who talks against the capitalist class 
and the capitalist system of production. The 
worker Is not to be led into opposition to 

the capitalist whose interests 

The so runs the tale- are in no 
Problem way opposed to hisown. There 
stated, isa harmony existing between 
them. ‘The worker must not in 

any way be led into disturbing that harmony. 
Capitalism must not be abolished, it must be 
*moralised.” The capitalist must not be treated 


as an enemy but asa friend. He must not be 


coerced but must be won over to a recognition 
of the true position of the workers and he will 
immediately seek to alleviate it. 

A pretty story, forsooth ! One which, fortun- 
ately for themselves, the working-class are little 
likely to believe. They know full well that the 
position of the capitalist-class is opposed to 
theirs inasmuch as the wealth of the capitalist 
depends upon the poverty of the worker —the 
poverty of the worker exists only through the 
wealth of the capitalist. Profits and dividends 
are raised when wages are lowered, and any in- 
crease of wages under given conditions must 
necessarily be at the expense of profits and divi- 
dends. 

This is a very obvious conclusion. |The 
worker creates a certain supply of wealth in a 
given time. The greater the quantity of that 
wealth the capitalist takes as protits or dividends 
the sinaller is the quantity remaining for thie 
wealth producers. The endeavour of each class 
to raise his share as against the other 1s a neces- 
sarv restttetithis state of things and constitutes 
one of the featares of the economic warfare 
which Socialists have named the class struggle. 

Even were it not the case that the ideas of the 
capitalist-class qua capitalist-class are the retlex 
of their economic position and that they are 
thereby precluded from understanding the ideas, 

the longings, the feelings, and 

The the aspirations of the working- 

class there would be no reason 
of Capitalism tor trusting them. If they knew 
tu touch the sufferings of the worker 

it. and wished to redress them is 

there anything to show for a 

belief that they would transform those wishes 


em poule ney 


into realities ? 

We fancy not. To judge from the general 
ineptitude and inefhaiency which they display 
in dealing with the interests of their own class 

the inadequacy of their methods of securing 
their own class benefits it is at all events con- 
celvable that an even greater degree of Ineptul- 
tude and inefticiency would arise in dealing with 
the welfare of an alien class. 

In every sphere of life they have monopolised 
the advantages but have been unable to make 
the best of them. The fact that their class is 
based upon a system of virtual slavery seems to 
stultify their ideals, dwarf their efforts, and be- 
little their every aim. ‘The canker-worjn Is ut 
the core of their civilisation, and the greed of 
gain, the motive power of their civilisation, his 
forced from their brains and hearts all pure 
thoughts and lofty ideals. The art, the litera- 
ture, the drama, the science, the religion, and 
the politics of the age are purely commercial 
the natural products of a commercial age.“ Cet- 
ting and spending they lay waste them powers.” 

ln nothing is this incapacity of our ruling 
class more manifest than in their foreigu politics 

a euphemism for the exploitation of the 
weaker races and for the prevention of such 
exploitation by races equally strong. Arising 
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from the productive system and its ramifications 
in the credit system is the necessity of monope 
lising markets. From this springs the jealous- 
ies between nations, the NECESSILY of protecting 
commercial spheres of influence. “The resultant 
fretion tends to end in the breaking off of 
diplomatic relations followed by war. 
Every civilised) country pre- 
pares for this. The mational 
politics have more mterest- im 
war than in peace and efforts 
are made to maintam a per- 
manent fighting force for offensive and defensive 
purposes. To maintain a standing army ane 
navy with a further auxiliary force luge sums 
are annually expended. Jans are everlastingly 
being devised for the Sone of our war 
organisation ~ plans which receive the authoris- 
ation and support of the Executive and are 
thereupon shelved. Time and again it has been 
declared to be absolutely ieperative to fortify 
and protect London by a line of forts and time 
andagain the capitalist-class has done nothing. 
Another feature and one of some importance 
to the ruling class is the fact that Great Britain 
does not grow her own food supplies. Every 
vear a larger percentage of our wheat is derived 
from foreign countries, the actual stock of wheat 
varying from three to fourteen weeks’ supply. 


lueritable 
products 
of if. 


In case ofa war between the ruling class of 
this country and some important Continental 
power, or even between two Continental powers, 
this fact might have the effeet of raising wheat 
prices to starvation point. [even during the 
Civil,War in America the cost of imsurance of 
goods from America was raised enormously anc 
much more would this be the case in a war in 
which the British Govermuent was itself en- 
gaged. Insurances and freights would be 
raised, trade and commerce would be hampered, 
the market would be restricted, prices would 
rise, and the misery of the worker would be 
accentuated while the luxury of the capitalist 
would be diminished. 

Much more dangerous would the position be 
if the country with wlich this country was at 
war was one which controlled the soarce of any 
considerable section of our wheat supply --sav 
Russia or the United States. The flow of wheat 
would be stopped at its source.and the supply 
would prove inadequate. ‘To the capitalist this 
would be of less concern than to the worker, 
for he who has the longest purse can secure the 
first draft of an inadequate food supply. 

Now to anyone who has stud- 

The ied the food problem it is well 

ood Ouestion known that this COuUnTTY could 

supply not only sufficient wheat, 

but also suthcient of every other 

kind of agrigWtural and dairy produce to com- 

fortably feed(a much larger population than the 

forty millions who at present inhabit) Creat 
Britain. 

The annual wheat requirement of the people 
of this country Is at present 6 bushels per head, 
making a total requirement of 240,000,000 
bushels per anntan. Of this 60,000,000 bushels 
are grown at home while the remaimeder is in- 


considered. 


ported. 

Taking this country we tind that it possesses 
the finest wheat growing land in the world. [ts 
productivity per acre -29 bushels —is higher 
than that of any country which cultivates the 
cereal upon an equally large seale. \llowing 
that the present methods of farming are con- 
tinued and that the average of 24 bushels to the 
acre could be maintained overa sufhciently large 
area it would require 13,000 square iiiles to 
grow the whole quantity needed for cousump- 
tion in this COULLLPY. The area of the United 
Kingdom = 121,000 square mules should) surely 
allow of this placing of 15,000 square iiles 
under wheat culture. Kropotkin) gives the 
cultivable area as 0V,000 square miles. 

AU present We have In the United Kinedom 
under cultivation : 

Wheat 

Barley », £O0 

(dats , : (00M) 
matking a total of 12.900 square males devoted 


5.000 square mutes. 


to the cultivation of maxed cereals. 

Acai, we are tnformed by screntitic agricul 
Lurists that ly INteMSIVe agriculture Tliait is 
by a system: under which the soil is specially 
prepared, where deep ploughing is resorted: to, 
where the seeds are selected by the progressive 
elhninating of the taitit, an daamense merease ol 


power | 


productivity Is ter bree sere red 

To the 
nemher COUntry dior peel riotisnny 
Hommatters ditthe whether baw. 
lari feeds liersel{ ol hot With 
true daitermationsal SV tapathis hier 


Socnilist whee dias 

The attitude 

of the 

Socialist, 
wishes te obtain the Ineaums of slistvine the 
Inatertal requirements of hinselfand bis fellows 
With as Tittle expenditure of socal effort as 
possible. But) frome: the pommt oof view of the 
patriot itis verv simeular that, passessiiice tlie 
power of producmg satherent for homie require: 
nents, We Continue taportiig the greater” por 
tion of our food supplies. 

very vear a large portion of the land is 
allowed to go out of cultivation and the problem 
becomes mtensitfied. Men give place to deer an 
many parts of the country. Now it would be 
easy toshow that there are limitations 
al and economic 


breedan il- 
preventing the British farmer 
from holding his own with his competitor in 
other countries. On another occasion DP iaav be 
permitted to discuss them: at length, ) 

It seems strange that the ruling class of this 
country holding the power of entirely solving 
this problem of food production should de 
nothing to solve it. The solution. however, 
involves the resumption of ownership ol the land 
by the people, and it has been written on the 
scrolls of fate that in the transformation of indi- 
vidual private property into collectivist coumuon 
property the land must come last. 

We have then to consider 
that the\ radng class cannot 
rule, camkot  adininister the 
country they can only drift 
upon the current of progress. 
They are an effete and impotent class, ruling nS 
the power of the status quo. With them the 
working-class lias no interest in Common and the 
worker must learn that it is only by consciously 
organising himself in a political party tor the 
purpose of getting rid of this capitalist class 
that he can in any way help forward the eman- 
cipation of his class. ic. 


The adustler 
inthe 
neyatire. 


 ELECTIONITIS." 


Or course, the critics have been having atime 
tment quay arguments i the dast issue. It 
Is al Way tht critics have, and | believe Other 
notabilities have been vietims of this species of 
The 


particular swnple of the unspeakable order whom 


organic lite which is so hard to classify. 


[have inv mind's eve at the moment appears 
to base lis clan to lav down the law econonse 
on the fact that he las read W. TL Stead’s If 
Christ came to Chicago, Cone port he dauiitatus 
Is that the return to labour is dominated by the 
cost of subsistence, ane, too modest to chatna 
that his pronouncement alone places the iiatter 
bevoud dispute. lie says that Karl Mary agrees 
with hum. Well. to save trouble, | will core? 
with hin also. after \\ hich there Isnothine bhjorer 
to be said (pron the daatter. Jovan having this 
simply established the ereat troth that the 
return to labour is dominated by the cost ot 
subsistence, we have stull to deal with the in- 
quisitive dman’s query, 7 Whi? And 
What TP know of the Mequusitive haan die is hot 
likely to be satistied with the Wont s cuswer 
if | Tet V Sat it Without rialsiliyy thie SUN test tom) 


Prom 


* Because it is. 

Now T do not wish to be understood te Inaply 
that the varkttions ano the relative proportions 
of sapply and demand in the Libour niarket are 
to be explamed by the accelerated or retarded 
erowth of the working-class population In 
stating hat ao greater material return to labour 
rust result an dereased production of habewur- 
Provise thicat thier 

Such a 


Ven comelitions riled. ol 


rave hide tlie 


copadittionms reba Ccobstaunt. lismtilaa 


biabbots under thie’ 
Cull se, ine only the Lhisintelice « ‘i APE mature! heans 
oo] life. 


anc PHAN pocorn In that itis these laws ol capa 


out capetalisny lists Laws ol its awa: 
iste tlacet determiane that. the peturn te ladoour 
~hoall flietuate aboot 2 ceria provadat 
| hare Harrow ol ade Wl 


Uhbed Woadecti 


~el bivnpttartgours thpronh, or 


to this render utterly quieflectives cany caida 


jnterlerence of bike SOV eS } interlere nee H ihe 


’ 


thie shape of the sbolitiom of 





duction which is supported by these laws. 

To insist that, under certain conditions, an 
Increased return to labour will result) in’ an 
increased production of labour-power is not by 
any means to say that such result) will take 
place in fact. If other things did) remain un- 
altered, that is to say,if the increased return to 
labour which the palliatives aim at did not set 
In motion certain antagonistic and irresistible 
forces which would presently compensate capital 
for its previous disbursement, then such in- 
creased return to labour must have the result | 
have indicated. Ll would venture to suggest, 
seemingly against the opinion of Marx, and 
therefore with humility, that capital does to a 
certain extent, and by a deeper and steadier 
movement than the more apparent ones to be 
mentioned later, as the tide is deeper and steadier 
than the waves, regulate the supply of labour- 
power to its average requirements (perbaps it 
would be more correct to attribute this activity 
to forces outside capital) by controlling the 

wth of the working-class population. — It 
seems to me that only by this movement can the 
cust of its production dominate the value of 
labour-power, while its price is more directly 
under the influenceof other movements. Whether 
this is correct or not matters very little at this 
juncture. Karl Marx shows very clearly that 
the labour market appears relatively full or 
empty, not on account of any absolute increase 
or decrease of the number of the wage-workers, 
but because the contraction or expansion of 
capital, calling for less or more labour-power in 
its operations, alters the proportion of the em- 
ployed to the unemployed among the workers. 
This, then, is the outline of the process by 
which capital controls the supply of labour: 

Capital, growing by the absorption of profit, 
Increases faster than the working-class popula- 
tion, restricted as the latter is by the degree of 
exploitation, and presently outstrips the supply 
of labour-power. The result of this is a rise in 
wages ; and since this can only take place at the 
expense of the rate of surplus-value, the growth 
of capital is checked, firsuy by the reduction of 
the proportion of profit which it could possibly 
add to itself, and secondly (owing to the de- 
creased rate of profit offering smaller incentive 
to productive activity) by the reduction of the 
proportion of realised protit which ix converted 
into new capital. Sv the growth of capital itself 
raises up obstacles to its continued expansion, 
aud it next proceeds to remove those obstacles. 
The relative proportion of the unemployed to 
employed having fallen below the point of 
greatest advantage to capital, the latter sets 
about a readjustment of the labour-market. 
This is accomplished by the simple expedient 
of increasing the productivity of labour. Ma- 
chinery already in partial use becomes profitable 
tu a sull larger circle of employers; invention 
is. quickened and new machinery, throwing 
many out of employment and consequently into 
the reserve army of labour on the one hand. on 
the other hand places at the disposal of capital 
another and lower strata of labour-power. And 
the supply of surplus labour-power having been 
so adjusted to the needs of capital, wages again 
decrease, larger profits again stimulate industrial 
activity, capital expands by leaps and bounds 
and rushes on till it raises again in its path the 
obstacle to extension——a relatively small unem- 
ployed or industrial reserve army. And so the 
round is repeated. 

All this is on the authority of Karl Marx. 
Whether it is endorsed by the author of If 
Christ came to Chicago lam unable to Suv: per- 
haps my enue can. And that reminds me that 
the latter has led me rather away from my 
intended line of argument, which was to show 
that, given the competitive labour-miarket-~the 
very vital spot of capitalism. the return to 
labour is prescribed by laws which, while per- 
mitting temporary interferences, use the effects 
of these interferences as a means of restoring 
the normal degree of exploitation, and even otf 
exacuing Compensation for the earlier advantage 
such interference may have given the workers, 
and that. therefore, all such artificial inter- 
ferences with the return to labour (in which 
category we must place nearly all the so-called 
palliatives) must fail to effect their purpose of 
bettering the material conditions of the work- 
ing-eluss, ‘That they might benetit a section [ 
will not deny, but [, for one, if 1 desired the ad- 
vancement of any section, see no reason why | 
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should not rest content with the magnificence 
of the capitalist section. 

let any thinking man study the working of 
the marvellous laws by which capital, sensitive 
to every fluctuation in the flow of its life’s blood, 
profit, controls the material conditions of those 
whom it only suffers to exist for the purpose of 
producing that profit, and then, having learned 
how faithfully capital is served by these laws, 
he may judge how little they may be defied or 
circumvented. — Let him observe how a rise in 
wages is met by the extension of the circle of 
the profitable employment of machinery, how 
the shorter day is counterbalanced by speeding 
up and increased output, how the depleted 
labour market is rendered fat and redundant 
by the contraction of capital and the greater 
use of lJabour-saving machinery, bow every 
effort of man to find some little amelioration is 
bafHed and beaten by those vigilant sheep-dogs, 
the laws of capital; and observing all these 
movements, tireless and irresistible as the tides, 
he will begin at Jast to understand why we so 
steadily refuse to direct the workers’ strength 
to be broken against these implacable laws. 

The palliatives, so far from being desirable 
to the workers, are very quicksands for the en- 
tanglement of working-class feet. They are 
the means of seduction in the cunning hands 
of capital, and possess a power for capitalist 
defence that only the stewards of capital seem 
to realise. These gentlemen know that they 
properly belong to capital's armoury. ‘lo how 
many of us is the tale familiar, of the Russian 
noble who was chased by wolves. He was up 
to the palliative dodge. One article after another 
he flung to the wolves for them to wrangle and 
delay over, and they missed their prey after all. 
This is the chief use of reforms. Cleverly 
handled there is a century of respite for capital- 
ism in the palliative programme of the reform 
parties —and who can doubt that they will be 
cleverly handled 7 

Those who are urging the workers on after 
the palliative chimera are assuming a responsi- 
bility of profound gravity, notwithstanding that 
they take it up lightly as a child draws breath. 
That they assume this responsibility in the 
name of Socialism compels our strenuous oppo- 
sition: we dare not be silent because we dure 
not be implicated. We do no ibt that a 
certain early progress will atte e eforts of 
the reformers: that is always the portion of 
those who take the line of least resistance. But 
when the lever meets little resistance it is mov- 
ing little weight; and the weight we are trying 
to get our lever under is a stupendous one. 

The effect of “electionitis” upon those who 
yield themselves guarded by anything less than 
the most stringent and exclusive of Socialist 
restrictions, up tou its seduction, is utter political 
prostitution. [xamples of the truth of this 
statement might be given ad nauseam, but one 
case which has recently come under my notice 
will suffice. At this November election in West 
Ham the Stratford Branch S.D.F. contested the 
High Street Ward. A really sterling Election 
Address was rounded off by the usual list of 
palliatives which the candidate pledged bimself 
to work for in order tu “ ease’ the condition of 
the workers. And among others appears this : 
* School Board and Poor Rate to be a national 
charge.” 1 do not know whether L should be 
svoner forgiven if I credited the participants 
with unshamable dishonesty or with incredible 
ignorance, but, fortunately, the choice is not 
mine. ‘The clear drafting of the Address testi- 
fies to their knowledge of the position, and so 
doing convicts them of dishonesty. Further, 
the members of this branch have recently lifted 
themselves on to the pedestal of notoriety by the 
vehemence with which they have publicly as- 
serted that rates ure no concern of the workers, 
and that they did not care if they went up “to 
twenty shillings in the pound.” If rates are the 
concern of the workers it is dishonest to say they 
are not; if they are no concern of the workers it Is 
treachery for working-class representatives to 
pledge themselves in connection with them. It 
In Interesting to recall that “ electionitis”” three 
vears ago led the Committee fighting this ward 
to dodge a resolution which the present seribe 
got passed, to the-effect “that Terrett be not 
allowed on MacAllen’s platform,” by the simple 
expechient of putting MacAllen on Terrett’s plat- 
form! Which makes one sigh for the honour 
even of thieves. A. bk. Jacows. 
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SocuLisM is the political expression of the. re- 
cognition by the working-class of their suppres- 
sion and oppression under the present form of 
society, based as it is upon their exploitation, 
and politically administered as it is solely with 
a view to conserving, and, as far as possible, 
perpetuating their exploitation and subjection. 

lake every other social ideal in which men 
expressed their wants and aspirations, Socialism 
has its history, its stages of growth. The work- 
ing-class, oppressed from birth. have nade 
manifest their desire for human conditions— for 
liberty. in stages which correspond with the 
stages of social development by and through 
which the working-class have arrived at their 
present numerical proportion to the rest of 
the population, their present degree of want 
and suffering, of interdependence and of 
knowledge, and their present fast developing 
determination to have Socialism, and with it 
liberty, and to have it now. The first vague 
conception of Socialism was born in the study 
of theleisured philosopher —asuggestionthrown 
out by men of culture for the better drilling 
and re-organisation of the non-cultured, common 
people. And for long it remained the plaything 
of Culture. 

The working-class struggle for emancipation 
Was at first weak, spasmodic, vague. Here a 
rick-burning, there a machinery-smashing riot ; 
here a tempestuous revolt, there an abject peti- 
tioning of king, kaiser, or local magnate, for 
pity on the poor. But as the working-class 
grew with the development of capitalism, thev 
learnt the lessons which are best learnt and 
longest remembered by those who have eaten 
the bread of affliction and drunk the waters of 
bitterness. They had tried individual revolt, 
and by its failure learnt the necessity of organ- 
ised collective effort. They had tried by begging 
to obtain concessions, and had been treated as. 
beggars. ‘They had tried political efforts aimed 
at reform, had had reforms promised by Capi- 
talist politicians, had used their votes and voices 
to help these capitalist politicians wring the 
last vestige of political power from the aristo- 
cracy—only to find that promises have a pro- 
verbial use, that the little finger of Rehobuam 
was thicker than the loins‘of Solomon. ‘Tus 
the working-class learned that their emancipa- 
tion could only be achieved by a collective effort, 
organised and intelligently aimed at the con- 
quest of the political power and the effecting 
in the teeth of their oppressors of a Socialist 
Revolution. ‘The intelligent movement of the 
working-class towards emancipation reached 
Inaturity in the struggle for Socialism and the 
lessons learnt in their life of struggle and suffer- 
ing are crystallised in the Principlesof The Socia- 
list Party of Great Britain. Hearing in mind 
this process by which Socialism was brought 
into being, nourished and developed, we have 
a sclentific touchstone by which to discover the 
real inwardness of any one of the many Volumes 
(professing to expound Socialism) which have 
been launched upon a suffering public. 

And the * latest born and (more or less) love- 
liest far” of these is ‘ Socialisin and Society,” 
by Mr. J. R. MaeDonald, a leader of the LLP" 1a 
body whose ruling delusion is that it is a Social- 
ist Party) and secretary and high priest of the 
L.1.C., whose “independent " ~ working-class” 
Members of Parliament hang loyally on to the 
tail of the Liberal Party. 


The book seems to have been written in order 
to justify the round-about road to the Liberal 
rump which these two bodies conjointly think 
it necessary to follow, but probably few even of 
his friends will be able to unreservedly congrat- 
ulate Mr. MacDonald on the result of his effurts. 
while an entirely unbiassed critic may well set 
to marvelling why he wrote the book at all. 

The first obstacle to front him is the Revolu- 
tionary ferocity of the angry working-class, and 
the old, old, scientific lumber is trotted out; the 
blessed word “evolution” is mauy times invoked 
to show that “ revolution’ is a dark In possi- 
bility, and that the class-struggle dues not exist 
and* with much magical muttering of © science” 
and “Darwin,” that the establishment of the 
State of Socialisin must be the work of a select 
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company of cultured persons, elected bv a grate 
ful working-class who will wait patiently while 
the lected Persons solemnly proceed to discuss, 
and) perhaps to pass, a series of measures of 
ex perimental amelioration“ laboratory ex perl- 
ment, not revolution, is the method of Socialism 
emerged from its Utopian and pseudo-scientific 
stages.” (p. 179.) “ Pubhie ownership, after all, 
ix Socialism.”” (p. 59, foot note.) 

In writing a complete explanation of what 
Socialism is and bringing it to this conclusion, 
Mr. Maclonald is compelled to fall foul of most 
of the recognised classiesof Socialism. Especially 
is he dogged at every step by the grim and 
terrible spectre of Marx. At least a fourth of the 
book is given up toa detailed attack upon Marx 
gnd Engels, but, as -usual, the criticism does 
not betrayeven a nodding acquaintance with 
Mr. MacDonald reads 
* the emancipation of the working-class must be 
the work of the working-class itself.” This. is 
enough. Itisrevolution! It is Utopian! It is 
not scientific! [tis vulgar! It is not‘ respect- 
able!” Marx, it seems, is not the first of the 
scientific Socialists : he is the “last of the Uto- 
pians.”” And the first of the scientific Socialists 
is Mr. J. R. MacDonald, who has made Socialism 
respectable ! 

Mr. MacDonald has put into words the 
thoughts of the small middle-class. ‘To under- 
stand what this class think it is necessary to 
look at the relative social position they occupy, 
viz., sandwiched between the working-class on 
the one hand and the capitalist-class proper on 
the other. They are threatened with extinction 
from both sides. Every move forward of capital 
flings a section of them down into the ranks of 
the working-class. Every day that brings the 
working-class closer together and impels them 
to the grimly inevitable battle for emancipation 
threatens them with extinction. Hence the small 
middle-class (the class of small producers, shop- 
keepers, house-owners, journalists, and profes- 
sional Respectability generally) is in word the 
most Insurrectionary, and in deed the most 
Reactionary of all existing sections. They shriek 
against capital —- because of their imminent bank- 
ruptey —and call upon the workers to help limit 
its power. They shriek at the working-class for 
its revolutionary tendency, and call upon capital 
to help them preserve ‘ Law and Order,’ * Pro- 
perty, Religion, and Respectability.” 

And the nearer their end the louder their 
screams. 

To this see-saw striving of this class can be 
traced all the elements of confusion in present 
day politics:—Single ‘Tax and Land National- 
isation, Free Meals and Farm (Colonies, Passive 
Resistance and Municipalised Milk. And hence 
also Mr. J. Rt. MacDonald's self-contradiction is 
the clearest proof that his * Socialism” and his 
“society "are the ‘Socialism and society” of 
the Respectable Small Middle-Class. Mr. Mae- 
Donald denies that a class-war exists on one 
page and on another proves its existence : 
“Thus we see how machinery which might 
lighten labour, supplants it when used in the 
interests ofa capitalist class. . . . Thus we see 
how tools, a dead factor, rule men, the living 
factor in production, and chow a class engaging 
in production for profits controls the class which 
takes part in production in order to maintain 
life. . .. A pillar of Sabbatarianisin can prove 
satisfactorily to himself that his works mest 
gogeven days in the week. ‘The owner of the land 
and the means of production is the owner of the 
lives of the people. He holds society in the hol- 
low of his hand.” (pp. 52-53.) And of course 
there must be no revolution: the working-class 
must patiently endure while MacDonald & Co. 
** expermnent.”’ 

I should have liked to have gone over Mr. 
MacDonald's critique of Marx in detail, but the 
Editor of TSS. says that he doesn’t want serials. 
However, Marx has retorted on MacDonald and 
luis light by prophetic anticipation : 

* He wished to be the sympathiser; he is a 
composite error. He wished to soar as a man of 
science above the Bourgeoisie and the proletar- 
lans; he is only the petty bourgeois, tossed 
about continually between capital and labour, 
between political economy and communism,” 
The Poverty of Philosophy. 

And agam: S.A) part of the bourgeosie is 
desirous of redressing social grievances, in order 
to secure the continued existence of bourgeois 
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society. “To this section belong economists, plil- 
anthropists, humanitarians, iaprovers of the 
condition of the working-class, organisers of 
charity, members of societies for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, temperance fanatics, hole 
and corner reformers of every imaginable kind. 
This) form of Socialism has, moreover. been 
worked out into complete systems.” We mav 
cite Mr. oJ}. Ro MaeDonald’s “ Socialism: and 
Society as an example of this form. ~The 
Socialistic bourgeoisie want all the advantages 
of modern social conditions without the strugeles 
and dangers necessarily resulting therefrom. 
They desire the existing state of society minus 
its revolutionary and disintegrating elements. 
They desire a bourgeoisie without a proletariat. 

Bourgeois Socialism attains adequate ex- 
pression when and only when it becomes a mere 
figure of speech. Free Trade: for the benefit 
of the working-class. Protective duties © for the 
henefit of the working-class. Prison Reform - 
for the benetit of the working-class. This is the 
last word and the only seriously meant word of 
Bourgeois Socialism. It is summed up in the 
phrase: the bourgeois isa bourgeois for the 
Conamrenist 
Ma nifesto. 

The ethics of Soci ism, suvs J. RL MacDonald, 
are provided by Evangelicalism ; its polities by 
Liberalism. We leave the courteous reader to 
the task of picturing a Holy Trinity compounded 
of “General” Booth, Sir H. Campbell-Banner- 
man, and Mr. J. Ramsay MaeDonald ! 

Thos, AL J vckso, 
————=_=_—_—_—_——— 


LITERARY CURIOSITIES. 


No. 2.-TOLSTOY ON _ SOCIALISM. 


—_— SC 


[Reprinted from, * The Chokengen” (the pleon 
speaker), the organ of the Socialist Partyof Japan. 
:0:—— 
Toula, Yasnava Poliana. 
Dear friend IsooAbe (Editor, the Chokugen), 

It was a great pleasure for me to receive your 
letter and your paper, with the English article. 
I thank vou heartily for both. 

Though I never doubted that there are in 
Japan a great many reasonable, moral and reli- 
geous men, who are opposed to the horrible 
crime of war, which is now perpetrated by both 
betrayed and stupified nations, I was very glad 
to get the proof of it. 

It is a great joy for me to know that I have 
friends and co-workers in Japan, with which I 
can be in friendly intercourse. 

Wishing to be quite sincere with you, as I wish 
to be with every esteemed friend, [ must tell you 
that I do not approve of socialism and am sorry 
to know that the most spiritually advanced part 
of your—-so clever and energetic -people has 
taken from Europe the very feeble, illusory and 
fallacious theory of socialism, which in Europe 
is beginning to be abandoned. 

Socialism has for its aim the satisfaction of 
the meanest part of human nature —his materia] 
well-being and by the means it proposes, can 
never attain them. 

The true well-being of humanity is spiritual 
i.e. moral and includes the material well-being. 
And this higher goal can he attained only by 
religeous 1. e. moral perfection of all the units 
which composes nations and humanity. 

By religeon I understand the reasonable be- 
lief in a (general for all liumanity) law of God, 
which practically is exposed in the precept of 
loving every man and doing to every body what 
one wishes to be done to vou. 

1 know that this method seems to be less ex- 
pedient than socialism and other frail theories, 
but it is the sole true one. And all the efforts 
we make in trying to realise false and not 
reaching their aims—theories only hinder as to 


~employtrue means to attain the degree of happi- 


ness of mankind and of every individual which is 
proper ,to our times. 
excuse me for the liberty I take to discuss 
your creed, and for my bad English and believe 
me to be vour true friend 
LY TOLSTOY,. 


During the September quarter the London 
Society of Compositors paid in provident allow- 
ances, ¢,406l. 6s. 3d., of which 15451. had to be 
raised by sale of Consols. 


BORING FROM WITHIN. 


—— 


Tur article on Trade Unionisne thet appeared in 
the Septetuber issue of The Sommer Srawpvrp 
evoked considerable criticism amongst the 
members of the Party. The article did not quite 
convey the idea of the writer, having to be con: 
densed because of the denrunds Hpon OUT spice 
The critics mainly contend that what was advo 
cated was “boring from withing” and sone 
conden the article because of that. Let us 
look at the facts. 

Most comrades understand and adimit that 
trade organisation is essential, essential for two 
reasons, firstly, because of imunediate hielyy don 
organisation » secondly, and this is most Import 
ant, because with the proper organisation of the 
workers on industrial lines the foundation 
of the industrial democracy of the Socialist 
Republic is laid. The unions cannot be ignored 
and we nest have Socialist Industrial Unions. 
Here, then, arises the ditheulty. We do net 
think much good can be done with the eXisting 
unions: they are too deeply in the rut of the 
old craft antagonisms the splitting up of the 
working-class, and their“ leaders” being 
mainly interested in perpetuating this sec- 
tional strife because of their paid jobs. sell 
vut the interests of the union members and keep 
their hold on the unions to prevent any great 
headway being made. 

We Socialists want to see Industrial Union- 
ism, that is, we want to-see all the workers in 
each trade organised, and the various trades in 
each industry afliliated to the one union. and 
the various industrial divisions again aftliated, 
thus forming one huge, cohesive organisation 
of the workers. Still further, when the workers 
are organised in the factory, workshop, and 
elsewhere, for the overthrow and not the per- 
petuation of capitalism, then the other phase 
must come into play--they must endorse and 
support only the political party of their enun- 
cipation, that is, the Socialist Party. Without 
industrial organisation no political progress, 
without political organisation no sound economic 
progress. Justas the capitalist class exerts its 
power, both in the workshop and in the govern- 
ing bodies, so must the organised workers use 
their power in both ways. Neither is complete 
in itself. The working-class organised on the 
political field for its emancipation must act in 
conjunction with its Counterpart on the indus- 
trial field. None of the existing unions is 
organised in this way, and all the alleged pro- 
gress made by Social Democrats and |.L.) ers 
is proved, upon investigation, to be fictitious. 
The South West District L-ROC. and Trades 
and Labour Council is a case in point. Besides, 
none of the “borers from within’ lias con- 
demned the present method of organisation, on 
the contrary, some of them have, so far as out- 
side evidence shows, quietly acquiesced in acts 
of the most deliberate treachery it is possible tu 
eonceive of. In some unions it haus been these 
Social Democrats and LL.Pers who have insti- 
ated the infamous business. 

Undoubtedly, the members of The Socialist 
Party of Cireat Britain will hiave to do on the 
econonue field what they have already done on 
the political tield, namely, establish a sound 
orgamisation because not one exists at present. 
But let it be borne in mind that we are a voung 
Party, that it will take some years to build up 
a revolutionary political party, and that at 
present we have not the numerical and financial 
strength to organise the Socialist) Industrial 
Alliance. We cannot have a Party without 
members, therefore we have to be propagandists. 
We cannot have Trade Unions without Wage- 
workers, therefore, if we would move in an in- 
telligent manner, We must carry onan organised 
agitation and education within the existing 
unions to which our members belong, so as to 
form a nucleus of sound Socialists in each. 
They should proceed with the educational work 
to endenyour fo caplure the umions is thes 
stand at present a very remote possibility and 
also that they can get a suficient number of 
sound men within the unions so that when we 


cr 
> 


are strong enough, and conditions are ripe, we 
can call them out to form the foundation of the 
Socialist (inion. 

This, and this alone, is the excuse for a 
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member's active participation in the work inside 
existing umions. Better do this and build a 
solid foundation, by education, even as we are 
doing within the Party at present. than) pass 
pious resolutions instructing the B.C. to form 
Socialist Unions ata time when it is anumerical 
and financial impossibility. Let us condemn 
and expose the rottenness of the existing unions 
and the treachery of those who boss them. Let 
us edneate to the best of our ability and oppor- 
tunity the rank and file toa properappreciation 
of the situation, and we shall be doing some of 
the necessary pioneering for the new Socialist 
Industrial Union. bd. BL ALLEN. 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


ISLINGTON. 


We are still successfilly carrying on our out- 


door operations in this district, and during. 


September we reached our highest sale of ‘fue 
Socibist Staxparp, having sold 338 copies of 
No. 15. Up to the end of September we had 
sold 629 copies of the Party Manifesto ; if other 
branches are doing as well the entire edition 
will shortly be exhausted. The people are ask- 
ing ws for further literature, which we trust the 
Party will issue early next year. The collections 
tuken up at our meetings are well maintained, 
and the Party Treasurer receives his quota 
thereof each month. Our flourishing financial 
position enables us to make a donation every 
month to the Party Organ Fund, and the Isling- 
ton comrades have not been slow in contributing 
their share towards the expenses of the new 
(Central Office of the Party. 

These excellent results are due in no small 
degree to the able assistance of Party speakers 
like comrades Fitzgerald and Jackson. Jack- 
son's addresses bear the unmistakable impress 
of a fertile and studious mind, and we look 
forward with confidence to his career as a 
platform exponent of the principles of the Party. 

The Islington Branch has invited Comrade 
Jackson to deliver a series of lectures on “ The 
Philosophy of Socialism.” These Jleectur s 
commenced on October 24th and will be contin- 
ued every Tuesday, 9 p.m., at the Co-operative 
Stores, «9, Grove Road, Holloway, N. There will 
be about 15 lectures altogether. ‘The course will] 
differ from the usual style of economie class, as 
it is the intention of the lecturer to approach 
the science of Socialism by easy political, socio- 
logical and historical studies, illustrated by 
examples drawn from geology and biology. 


C. LEHANE. 


NORTH LONDON DISTRICT COUNGIL. 


SEEING that this Council has done a considerable 
amount of propaganda work, and seeing that 
the work has been very successful, it is but right 
and proper that it should be put on record in 
the Official Organ of the Party. Week night 
meetings were ruy throughout July, August, 
and September, and in some cases are being 
continued during October. These meetings - 

including the stations at Garnault Place. Clerk- 
enwell ; Highbury Corner; St. Ann's, Totten- 
ham: High St., Hornsey ; Waltham Abbey and 
Waltham Cross—have, in’ many cases been 
excellent, with large sales of literatare and good 
collections. Six meetings per week exclusive of 
Sunday, is, in brief, the Keport of the Council 
for this small district for the three months. 
Next year we are confident of being able to 
Improvestpon this, for we have plenty of 
speakers. actual and potential, and abundance 
of energy and enthusiasm. While we wait. 
somewhat impatiently, for the return of Spring 
with its opportunities for outdoor work. we are 
heat i Ld, anil our midoor lectures ut Dovecote 
Hall, Wood Green, are most gratifving. All 
along the Ine we are gaining ground. Conscious 
of the correctness of our principles, and of the 
honesty and justice of our purpose, and conti- 
dent that the workers of North London will 
eventually realise, as we have done. that their 
only hope ltes in Socialism, we are content. to 
peg away in our endeavours to show that Ia 
and through our methods alone can the advent 
of Socrtlism be hastened. 


DICK KENT, See. 


Back numbers of THE SOCIALIST STANDARD 
can be had through any Branch Secretary. 
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LECTURES FOR NOVEMBER. 


: DOVECOTE HALL, : 
78, High Road, Wood Green, at 7.30. 


Nov. Sth--F. C. WATTS: 
‘‘Working-Class Politics.” 


Nov. I12th-—-J. KENT: 
‘¢ Socialism and Free Maintenance.’’ 


Nov. 19th T. W. ALLEN: 
Subject to be announced. 


Nov. 26th__W. GIFFORD: 
‘¢Evolution of Society.’’ 


S.P.G.B. LIBRARY. No. 1. 


MANIFESTO 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, 
Containing, in full detail, a statement of the 
Principles, Policy, & Rules 
OF THE PARTY. 


Post free, 1 copy. 1$d.; 6 copies. 5d.; 12 copies, 9d. 
Special terms for larger quantities. Orders and remit- 
tances should be forwarded to the Publications Depart- 
ment, S.P.G.B., 1a, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, 


London, N. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The first instalment of our transla- 


tion of 


KARL KAUTSKY’S 
ERFURTER PROGRAMME 


is held over, our Comrade Kautsky not 


having yet returned the manuscript to 


y 


us, 


VOL. I. 


THE SOGIALIST STANDARD 


Well bound in stiff boards, 


3s. Od. 


Post Free 


Orders, accompanied by remittance. should be sent 
to Publications Department, S P.G.B., 1a, Caledonian 
Road, King’s Cross, London, N. 


Branch Secretaries and others 


SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 


well as anyone else. 


JACOMEB BROS., T.U. Printers, 
Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 


tor the Proprietors, The Socneist Party of Grreat Britain, and published by (.. 4 


November 4th. 1905. 


SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


HEAD OFFICE 
Kings Cross, Loxnpox, N. 
CARTER 


la, CALEDONIAN Kp. 


General Sec retary - ( ? C H 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3. Mathew St, 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, SW Branch 
meets every Monday at S30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S W 

CENTRAL 
Executive Committee. 
be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL J. Fitzgeraid, See, 34, Wil- 
mington Square. WoC. Branch meets every 
Ist and 3rd Sunday in each month at 8 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, WC. 

EAST HAM.—-G. Wilson, Sec., 14, Coleridge Avenue, 
Manor Park, E Branch meets every Wed- 
nesday at 8 30 at above address. 


EDMONTON .—R. Kenny, Secretary, 34, Vernon Rd.. 
Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri- 

_ day at 8 pm. 

FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary, 309, North End 
Road, Fulham, SW. Branch meets every 
Friday at 8 p.m. Economic Class, by J. Fitz- 
gerald, every Friday at 8.30 p.m. Non- 
members invited. 

ISLINGTON.—C. Thorp, Sec., 79, Grove Road, Hol- 
loway, N. Branch meets Tuesdays at 8.30 at 
the Co-op. Stores, 79, Grove Rd., Holloway. 

PADDINGTON ..--T. A. Wilson, Sec., 24, Mostyn 
Gardens, Kensal Rise. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 pim., at Ollins’ Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monday 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—AII communications to 
the Secretary, S.P.G.B. Club, 43, York Road, 
Ilford. Branch meets Fridays at 8 at Club. 
Club opens every evening. Debates alternate 
Tuesdays. All invited. 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford St., 
Tooting, S.W. Branch meets every Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—J. W. Robertson, Secretary, 17, Eth- 
erley Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at abgye 
address. 

WATFORD.—T. Wilkins, Sec., 16, Merton Rd.. Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 3rd Fridays in 
month at 8 p.m. Economic Class every Wed- 
nesday at 8 p.m. at the address given. 

WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec., 107, Ham Park 
Rd., Stratford. Branch meets Mondays 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 
Hall, 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate. 

WOOD GREEN.-—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Ist and 3rd Thursday at 
8.3U p.m. 

—————_ A 

LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Comrades desiring to acquire or sell books on 

Social Science, etc. (new or second-hand), should 

send particulars to the Publications Department, 

S.P.G.B., 1a, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, 

London, N., trom whom the undermentioned 

unsoiled works may be obtained at prices 

Stated. 


Membership obtained only through the 
Applications should 


CAPITAL. 


A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CAPITALIST PRO- 
DUCTION, 


By KARL MARX. 
(Published at 10 6.) 


Carriage Free = - as. Gd. 


SIX CENTURIES OF WORK AND 
WAGES. 
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH LABOUR 
By PROF. J. E. THOROLD ROGERS. 
(New Edition, Revised 


Carriage Free ee my Ds. 6d. 


Published at 10 6/) 


POVERTY. 
A SfVOlr OF TOWN LIFE 
5 SEEBOHM ROWNTREE. 
(Illustrated by Folding Maps, Diagrams, &ec | 
(Published at 106.) 
Carriage Free ae i 4s. 6d 


JT. Carter, be, Caledonian Rd, bo 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society 
based upon the common ownership and demo- 
cratic control of the means and instruments 
for producing and distributing wealth by and 
in the interest of the whole community. 


Declaration of Principles 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN 
HOLDS 

That society as at present constituted is 
based upon-the ownership of the means of living 
(i.e., land, factories. railways, ete.) by the capit- 
alist or master-class. and the consequent enslave- 
ment of the working-class, by whose Inbour 
alone wealth is produced. 

That in society. therefore, there is an antag- 
Onism of interests. manifesting itself as a class 
struggle, between those who POSSess but do not 
produce, and those who produce but do not 
possess. 

That this antagonism can be abolished only 
by the emancipation of the working-class from 
the domination of the master-class, by the eon- 
version into the Common property of society of 
the means of production and distribution. and 
their democratic control by the whole people. 

That as in the order of social evoluticn the 
working-class is the last Class to achieve its free- 
dom, the emancipation of the working-class will 
involve the emancipation of all mankind without 
distinetion of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of 
the working-class itself. 

That as the machinery of gorermiment, includ- 
Ing the armed forces of the nation, exists only to 
conserve the monopoly by the capitalistclass of 
the wealth taken from: the workers. the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically 
for the conquest of the powers of government, 
national and local. in order that this machinery, 
including these forces, may be converted from 
an instrument of oppression into the agent of 
emancipation and the overthrow of privilege. 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the ey- 
pression of class interests, and as the interest of 
the working-class is diametrically opposed to 
the interests of all sections of the amaster-class. 
the party seeking working-class PHAUNCH pation 
must be hostile to every other party. 

THE Socianist Parry or Great Bettas, there 
fore, enters the field of political action deter. 
mined to wage war against all other politica 
parties, whether lleged labour or wvowedlh 
Capitalist, and calls Upon the menibers of the 
working-class of this Country to Muster under 
its banner to the end that a speedy termination 
nay be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that 
poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


- — — — 


Revulers Wie iil enclorse the loreoolne ltt its 
CLUE wre Wievitere| foo COMIC be with the 
Secretary of thie: hearest Braneh or witli the 


Creneral Secreniurs See Directors ; PRES C. 
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' STUMBLING BLOCKS. 


SOME QUESTIONS ASKED AND ANSWERED. 


Mi. HD. Priest Islington: sends the fellow in 
five questions. which we answer. | 

I. Should all) pveforimes be 
members of the SLA ei i 

Our members oppose no reform which 
fits the working-class. 

We. however, resolutely decline to barter our 
Socialism for some vague promise of refortu that 
resembles the proverbial pie crust. We decline 
to support an enemy, who is ulterly opposed to 
ux on the most Liu portant potnts, because lie 
promises sole minor measure. 

Further, practically the whole of the so-called 
“reforins “at present proposed would not. under 


opposed Mri the 


lene- 


~present’ class rule and economic conditions. 


materially benetit the workers if obtained. 
2. Are the reforms for whieh our ftovbears 
fought, nseless e.g.. The Paciory Sale [ree 
Speech, and the Rdueation Nets ? 

The reforms to which Mr. Priest refers are 
not useless and have never been characterise] as 
such by the S.P.G.B. They are. however. all 
echoes of the last class struggle. 

The passing of the Factory Acts particularly 
that of TSdt) was largely due to the Tory 
landed aristocracy in revenge forthe Corn Laws, 
and in van attempt to stem: the rising tide of 
mantfactiure, to stop the desertion of the lane 
for the factory. and to hinder the amill owners 
In competition with the agriculturists for the 
available supply of labour power. On the part 
also of the more far-seeing manufacturers snd 
Tories alike. it was to prevent the loss to the 
ruling class that would follow the utter degen- 
eration of the working-class Loose that lid the 
golden eges. How near this was may be judged 
from Engels * Condition of the Working Class 
in Isdi." 

For long the Factors Acts 
practically inoperative by the manufacturers. 
until they slowly discovered that. in modera- 
tion, the Acts did Theol diminish, bout rather Iha- 
creased efficiency, output, and profits. We 
counsel our friend to examine the present Acts 
and their working; he will not find tiueh to be 
prowl of, 

Free Speech and Bducation Acts were essen 
tial to the developnient of Capitalisna, ned were 
the work of the brodert capiticlist Clitss edi oats 
wclvent to political Power. ree Speech ts il 
Necessary corollary to free competition tied thie 
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Just as capt ilist developanent renders octal 
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Istin Inevitable, so also do Pans Of the qnetstires 
which Were indispensable to ( ‘aptalisna, prepare 
the way for Sochulista dn spite of the interests 
which promoted then 
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emancipation. Phey are fighting: precisely the 
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[etisstan revoluticnists. 
todust net be forgotten 
Iuisstit is in economic development. 


beck ward 
Only Je 
percent. of her population live in towns. whilet 
commerce and ureat Industry are largely in 
foreign hands. Hence the ussisn industrial 
capitalist lias still lis ECMRINCI pation to achieves 
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Though the populace is) im the towns largely 
leavened with Nocialicr teaching. economic de- 
Velopment is not vet ripe for Socialisin, whilst 
It is largely a cloak for middle Class aspirations 

The freeing of the growing Russian industry 
froin the strangling grasp of autocracy is the 
hext step I Social advance, and necessarily Colne 
pels the support of the Russian working-elitss 

Let our friend notice alse that the work gs 
beimer done by a revolutionary movement, out 
for the abolition of Czardom, not for its reforn, 
Showing therely that a revolutionary novelent 
Is far more efficacious even in the obtainine of 
concessions than is a timid) reform buovetuent 
But reform cannot satisty modern Russian Con- 
ditions, for so long as Feudal Cvardom is leftin 
control, so long will it Ilse ts power i its own: 
interests earns thre: other Clisses in the stitte 
Nothing but the deprival of the Russian fericdal 
class of the control of the machinery ol Lover- 
mentcan meet the present needs of Russia 

This means revolution: it means the wlvent 
to administrative control of a new class wt Cliss 
thrust forward be economic development. [rt 
Thiedlis Bourgeois SUP Pemacy, beaver. let ous 
hope. by working-class inthience: 

What Mr. Priest calls reforms in, revel] 
spells revolution : the rise of a new class te, thie 
hel of the State. audi thie breakine dons nod the 
harriers to the untramielled de veloporent 
tndustry in that country: the inevitable. lect 
let tis hope brief, precursor of the Socnulist € ii 
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whilst we know numerous mstances of great 
poltical changes which have been effected by 
the people in times of direst distress. [t can 
hardly be satd that the organised and deter- 
mined movement of the Russian people is con- 
nected with a surfeit of food, education and 


leisure. 

Butis it at all probable that the modern pro, 
letarians (6e., propertyless) will become well fed 
well educated and leisured persons, otherwise 
than by their eMane pation from wage-slavery Sy 
Is it not true that there is an alarming and 
continued growth in’ lunacy, degeneracy and 
pauperisin? Is not toil daily becoming more 
mitense and employment more insecure? Are 
hot wages on the decline, and is not the modern 
worker worn out at an earlier age than his fore- 
fathers ? 

There is, unfortunately, but litthe hope that 
the conditions of the working-class can miater- 
ially improve under capitalist rule. The ruling 
class will secure that the amount of their rent, 
interest and profit shall not diminish by being 
expended unprofitably to themselves upon the 
means by which their wealth is created ; and 
the growing intensity of competition nips in the 
bud any attempt at genuine aid to the workers 
by even the most kindly disposed. ‘The growth 
of the unemployed side by side with the inten- 
sification of toil and decline in wages, are fea- 
tures inherent in capitalist development ; and 
the ruling class cannot deal with these without 
conmnitting social suicide. 

The more capitalism presses upon the prole- 
tariat, the more nearly is the remedy placed 
within reach. Taught discipline in the factory, 
the workers will be forced to discipline them- 
selves into economic and political organisations : 
whilst the concentration of wealth into fewer 
hands, the trustification of industry, the growing 
gulf between the two classes, increasing wealth 
in face of spreading poverty, declining wages in 
face of greater productivity, all make the issues 
clearer to the workers and show to them that 
the way out of their misery is to take and hold 
the vast means of producing wealth, and so 
transform these from instruments of public 
Oppression and private profit, tuto social instru- 
ments for sucial well-being. 

Through Socialism alone can education, leis- 
ure and a material existence worthy the mame 
become a possibility for the workers, and their 
physical, mental and moral uplifting a reality. 

In face of the growimg contradictions, and 
ever more glaring anomalies of capitalist society 
who can doubt that the toilers will, like Jona- 
than iu the day of battle, * taste of the wild honey 
in the woud and find their eves enlightened” 7 
Jd. Ave Socrlists, who, while admitting that 
ics tot Soctalosme, yel support reforues pucport- 
iy fo Cmeprure the condition uf the workers, to 
be cousulered dlecoy hirds tied traitors fo Nocial- 
ism? : 

This question is answered in our reply to No. 
1. We have only to add that those who realize 
the truth of our principles, vet who attempt to 
wheel the workers into line on some petty issue 
behind one section or other of the capitalist 
party, are traitors to the working-class and 
should be branded as such. 

If the workers are content to support capital- 
isin and capitalist candidates for the sake of 
“reforms that are useful to capitalism cand a 
capltuist government will grant uo other unless 
by fear of extinction), then, we say, the removal 
of the cause of working-class misery is inmdetin- 
itely postponed. 

The degradation and inpoverishment of the 
workers are due to capitalist exploitation, and 
tis. no mere reform can end. “Our supreme 
ai must therefore be the abolition of the sys- 
tem of robbery. 

It is less ditheult to convince the average 
worker of the necessity for Socialisia, than it ds 
to convince lin of the necessity for some dozen 
ineffective reforms ; while it is infinitely more 
useful. 
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LANDLORDISM ! 


A gentleman in New Orleans was agreeably 
surprised to tind a plump turkey served up for 
dinner one day, and enquired of his negro ser- 
vant how it was obtained. 7° Whi, sar,” said 
Sanibo, “dat turkey him roost on our fence 
tree uights, so dis morning we seize him for 
de rent ob de fence.” 
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THE RUSSIAN UPHEAVAL. 
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Tne Pseudo-Socialist Press and Organisations, 
who here at home are preaching social reform 
and palliation as bona fide Socialismy with im- 
plmity, have naturally not the least compunetion 
In presenting international labour struggles or 
national working-class action in other countries 
in the light of the reform movement. ‘Their ac- 
counts and eriticisins of recent Russian events 
have been so grossly misleading and exagger- 
ated as to the real proletarian position that it 
becomes necessary to place before the workers 
of this country, however briefly. the situation 
In Russia from the Socialist stand point. 

Some of the aforementioned critics have as- 
serted that large numbers of those Russian 
workers who have been and are now engaged in 
strikes and demonstrations against the Govern- 
ment are class-conseious Socialists fighting the 
‘social battle” of the working-class ; others 
have praised the principles of the General Strike 
as deserving emulation by a‘ United Socialist 
Party in Great Britain” and especially as a pre- 
lude tu the “Social Revolution”: and others 
again, particularly those who, believing in the 
emancipation of the workers by a long series of 
reforms enacted by a Liberal-cuin-Labour party, 
have expressed their admiration of the intelli- 
gence and tact displaved by the Russian toilers 
in “working so gallantly hand-in-hand with the 
other forces of progress and revolution in the 
corrupt Empire of the Czar” for, as they call it, 
the “ freedom of all.” 

No one can gainsay the fact that the Russian 
workers have in the present upheaval shown 
great power of orgauisation and class solidarity, 
but, on the other hand, nobody understanding 
even in the snrdlest degree the causes of the 
present Russian crisis can honestly assert that the 
struggle in whith the Russian workers now are 
taking part by means of strikes and demonstra- 
tions is distinctly working-class in character. 

In order to obtain a clear conception of the 
real meaning of the whole outbreak it is neces- 
siury to consider briefly the historic course and 
present stage of Russian economic develop- 
lent. 

Although factories and workshops in Russia 
date from the period In Which Peter the Great 
ascended the throne (1696). the beg ning of 
modern capitalism, the industrialism of this 
epoch, can be distincdy traced to the sixties 
of the nineteenth century. When in 186], Alex- 
ander the Second by an imperial ukase abol- 
ished serfdom it was not for the purpose of up- 
lifting the toilers. but this breaking of ancient 
ties, SU vociferously tpplauded at the tine by 
the bourgeoisie of other counties, had become 
an economic necessity. Russia, whose industrial 
acuvity lad until then almost exclusively been 
given to agriculture, was suddenly roused to the 
fact that the new world with its virgin soil. its 
highly developed machinery and scientitie met! 
ods of production was becoming not only a for- 
niudable cColipetilor In the international markets 
of agricultural produce, but that Russia ran the 
risk of being altogether cut out, unless it en- 
couraged and helped on agricultural production 
on inodern capitalist lines. Above all was. the 
* Liberation of the serfs” directed towards the 
creation of a working-class, free to sell its 
labour power to the highest bidder, a class 
Which, bemg without property and unable to 
find employment on the land, would migrate to 
the towns, there to enable the bourgevisie to 
develope industrialisa Like the rest of western 
civilisation. 

At the present time two-fifths of the land in 
Russia is held by the State, consisting mostly 
of forests and wasteland ; one-fourth is owned by 
land proprietors, and one-third by peasants. Of 
a population estimated at 140 inillions, about 
half belong to the peasantry, and quite 20 mil- 
lions io the agricultural labouring class em- 
ploved by the land proprietors. ‘The industrial 
population of the towus, including raulway 
workers and muners, does not exceed 15 millions 
In ntunber, that is to sav, there are only about 
Somuallion industri workers throughout the 
Whole of Russia. : 

And now as to the economic position of the 
Working population. The peasants’ conditions 
of existence are becoming more and more intol- 
erable owing to their intense eyploitation by 
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means of mmperial and local taves, direct and 
indirect. and to the keen competition of the 
large agriculturists in Russia and abroad. he 
Oaly means of keeping the peasant in subjection 
Isa sop of alittle more land to tcrease the SCOPE 
Of lus income. But this remedy is impossible for 
il length of time ane applicable only sectionally 
with the aid of the aristocratic land proprietors, 
Who run in fear of losing their lives should the 
peasintry rise in rebellion against them. The 
agricultural labourers working for the faryi pro- 
prietors are gradually reduced in circumstances. 
Grreatnumbers of them, having been thrown out 
of employment, migrate to the towns, and still 
nore congest and overcrowd the industrial 
labour market. making the conditions of the 
industrial workers more and more. deplorable. 
Competition is increased, the level of subsist- 
ence Is lowered, and as very little new capital 
Is bemg invested in industrial undertakings 
owing to the financial insecurity. of aristocratic 
rule, the exploitation of all those producing is 
becoming unbearable. The largest proportion 
of the wealth exploited from the peasants, the 
agricultural labourers and the industrial workers 
finds its way into the pockets of the Ruler and 
his family, the aristocratic land proprietors, the 
bureaucracy, and the merchant princes. ‘The 
smaller capitalists of the bourgevis class, denied 
the opportunity of exploiting labour without let 
or hindrance, owing to the privileges and pow- 
ers of medieval origin possessed by the ruling 
class, make common cause with the workers, 
Whom they induce, by means of the strike. to 
fight out the political battle of the capitalist 
hourgeosie, 

Now it must be borne in mind that although 
Feudalism was formally discarded in Russia in 
ISG1, the social and juridical changes that have 
In every other country accompanied the economic 
revolution ushering in’ the capitalist system of 
Unizunpered competition were stubbornly with- 
held. Capitalism without universal capitalist 
conditions in the social and juridical respect 
Inust naturally produce economic dilenmua, and 
In Russia the thirty vears of capitalist: indus- 
trialisin in an economic sphere nourished on the 
sucht and political soil of autocracy were bound 
to bring this pronounced contradiction to a 
head, an unhappy, disastrous war completing 
the chai of economic failure. ‘Thus it is that 
we liave on the one hand the peasants sucked 
conipletely dry lv the ruthless taxation, the 
agricultural labourers despoilece to starvation 
level, Many deprived of emplovinent altogether 
owing to aggravated competition within the 
country and from abroad ; the industrial workers 
collapsing under the super-human burden of 
yppression, oVver-work and starvation pay, wore 
and more influenesd by the ‘growigg number of 
unemployed agricultural labourers pottring into 
the towns im search of work, and on the other 
hand ever more wealth accumulation on the 
part of the Autocrat and his henchmen, the 
archdukes, arisivcrats, large land-owners. high 
oicials, merchant princes, and big capitalists. 

The disgusted and envious bourgevisie Com- 
prising the manufacturers, merchants, aud pro- 
fessionals in Law, Art, Seiettee and Literature 
forced to stand Iny and see the wealth scooped 
In by their superiors ino privilege, corruption 
and violence, raise an outery for capitalist lib- 
erty and equality, and the revolutionary spirit 
seizing the enraged and oppressed working- 
class, they join the revolution in sheer despair, 
hoping to gain some amelioration by participat- 
Inseam the Hight for a * free capitalist Russia.” 

Tae bourgeoisie by the aid of working-class 
~uikes and demonstrations succeed in removing 
the terrible contradiction in the semi-capitalist 
system, a constitution is granted and all capit- 
wists, sumlland great, and their hangers-on re- 
joice, for now at last will they beable to flourish 
In the enjovment of free competition. 

But for the working-class there is nothing 
bata return to wretchedness and the outlook of 
gloom and despair and unless mdeed they have 
learned the lesson of reliance upon no other 
class but their own to effect that amelioration in 
their condition that they desire. So only will 
they attain to that class-cousciousness with its 
apprechition of the universal solidarity of pros 
letarian anterests that shall presently deliver 
them and with them the whole human family 
from the throes of slavery for evermore, 
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Is the Materialist Conception of History 


sufficient ? 
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Divan Cowtavry 

The contribution to the diseussien with whieh 
vou have fiawoured me corroborates the prosdtieen 
taken up by Comrade Ro Kent in the article le 


contributed some months back mow ote Tae 


SOCTARISE Siw eur with whieh DP forned hiv self 


aa complete adoreemeut,. bout ito CSeusston 
With a friend of imine on the aforesaid article. 
he saw fit to object that it is net possthle fora 
man to look at the Soetal Problem as a man 
would look ata pietiire. And while TP do net for 
one mnoment adinit the Hpossibalit of the atte 
tude for whieh TP have repeatedly argued, Pam 
of opinion that to approach sociology in the 
same frame of mind as biology is and has been 
approached is. to say the least of it, dificult. 
The “ furies of private Interest "unconscious 
as well as conscious), do undoubtedly act and 
act forcibly, and the question arises whether a 
‘man can get outside himself to look at such a 
question in the desired way. Is it possible to 
ignore the action of our individual promptings 2 
In many cases the wish is unconsciously father 
to the thought. Some wise person has said that 
man does not know how anthropomorphic he is, 
and it seems to me he does not know how far 
he is influenced by his own wishes. ete. 

But the point that [ desire to raise is that 
While it is undoubtedly true that the ultimate 
explanation of any force or condition in Societ, 
is to be found in the means adopted by men to 
sitisfy their material waits «1 never objected 40 
that), is it*sufficient to explain their origin ? 
When you have explained the origin of iman’s 
ideas as arising through economic and materia! 
channels, fhat dees not explain the possible re- 
action of those intellectual forces on the econ- 
omic and material conditions. We see that 
colonies, once the warkets for an industrial and 
eolonising country, themselves become indus- 
trial and enter the field, ofttimes in competition 
with the mother country herself: or the grown 
chick enters into competition with its own for- 
bearand ultunately squeezes it out of existence. 
Is it sufficient to say that such a country devel- 
Oper her Industry through the action of her 
functioning asa recipient of the commerce of the 
parent?) Or is it necessary to tuke into consid: 
eration the reaction set lip lov threat process 7 So 
with our social problew. Granting that the root 
of the whole lies in the economic development ; 
granting that the change iiust primarily be 
econonnc, itstill seems that to attain the desired 
econonme revolution, it is first necessary to revol- 
uUionise men’s ideas and men’s conceptions. fn 
other words change *the eXisting intellectual 
conditions so ats to change anil Hnprove the 
CCONOMME conditions, in order to make |" isstble 
still further intellectual advancement. 

Consider the Socialist propaganda. Tt is. in 
ny Opinion, One of the most necessary elements 
towards the revolution. Yet it lias little direct 
economic signiticance. Tt is an appeal to the 
ethical and intellectual faculties of the audience. 
and until we have made the demand for Social: 
isin, Socialism will not come. The creation of 
that demand is an intellectual. rather than an 
ECONOMIC, Process, 

Itmay be that Lam mistaken, but your illus- 
tration of the clay balls seems to leave some- 
thing out, viz., the reaction of the balls on their 
environment. Without overlooking the differ- 
ences that may exist in the hardness or the soft- 
ness of the balls, whidh may be taker to corre- 
spond to the varving resistance offered by 
Individuals to the pressure of the environment. 
toamust not be lost sight of that this “resist 
unce as purely 
less conscious resistance of the mdividual to 


passive, whereas the more or 
his environment is more active and has a modi- 
fying effecton theenvironment. Vo tell me that 
the intelligence of the individual whieh con- 
sc1ously resists its environment is the result. of 
past econonue Conditions, helps me buat little, 
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CARNEGIE AND CANT? 


Mus. ANDI COVEN G0. Croesus canna lions Ven 
lor, hits recently delivered litauaned { oof several 
lectures tEpoonn the horrors of War (Carnecte, the 
head of the ereat A\toertcan Capitalist Corpora- 
tion Which raised an arny in opposition to the 
stecl-workers of Pittsburg strugeling to prevent 
a further hardentug of theiralready hard enough 
conditions > Carnegie, the head of the bight 
firma that couducted a bitter ane bloody war te 
vindicate the right of Capital to wring out of the 
labourof the workersa larger and ever larger pro- 
fit: Carnegie, the multi-millionaire. every penny 
Of whose stupendous wealth is stained with the 
blood of his workmen, shiughtered by armed 
Pinkertons to make Carnegies holiday ane to 
help build hima reputation as a great) plilan- 
thropist --this (Carnegie COMes TO SUV 5 - - There 
still remains the foulest blot that ever ciseraced 
the earth. the killing of civilised men ly lien 
like wild beasts as a permissible mode of set- 
ling international disputes, although. in) Rous- 
seaus words, * Waris the foulest: fiend ever 
vomited forth from the mouth of hell” 

So, the foulest blot.” when usecl to settle in- 
ternational disputes. And vet. in international 
Wars, the Contestints ineet, not infrequeutiy, on 
fairly level terms. Then. what sort of blot is it 
Whenone of the parties engaged in war is without 
arms, Without tood and with no means of etkee- 
tive retaliation, while the other is armed with 
the latest conc surest Huplements of destruction. 
well victualled anil protected % How Mr. Cari- 
egie’s righteous indignation would. tind e\pres- 
sion in thunderous dechamation atsuch a Cisne, 
How he would if he las not already done so 
exhaust the descriptive possibilities of the most 
lurid adjectives in the English language if it 
Was an adernational war. And vet when it 
occurs at Homestead, the hell that sweats for 
Mr. Carnegie the nudlions that) Mr. Carnegie s 
labour never produced, Mr. Carnegie eX presses 
his horror in loud silence! [tis wonderful the 
great difference a little change in the ger reorsuphi- 
ical situation of the seat of war will make. 

lf Mr. Carnegie thinks it his business. during 
the few moments that he can snatch from the 
arduous lubours involved in the distribution of 
Kree Libraries, to ventilate his views Upon the 
horrors of war, let hinzat least be consistent and 
include all wars. [tis not) wisdom to select ia 
particular war or class of wars to fulminate 
against. Such oa course con CVs Un lnyp-ression 
that meght be unjust. If wars are dreadful. then 
the war between classes is dreadful. not less 
than the war between nations. The contlier 
between classes, between Capital and Labour 
the industrial strugele—is indeed foucht out 
oma far bloodier and a far wider tield than any 
upon Which the armies of nations ever fought. 
And the casualities are allon the Labour side. 
kor Labour to-day is unarmed. Labour is de; 
pendent upon the enemy he is fighting for lis 
food. He hay not eat except by the leave of 
Capital, 
approach to the sources of wealth out of which 
Labour must win his sustenance. And no mtan 
traverses those avenues except by the pleasure 
and on the terms of Capital. And the terms are 
that Labour shall create wealth for Capital in 
return for just the suthceiency for the preserva- 
tion of life. The difference between the total 
wealth produced and the amount consumed. by 
Labour in maintaining lis strength is the share 
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eetion. Patina woke the Phidantrophist beliege 
thicat thiset Tidaie: wif] PhO Ver ccodnne’ uri The? Lasceve ppt. 
He knows snd nome beter that the continued 
Pressupe of batter adversity will mot. fi romueh 
loner bye bieeded 1 cheek hy tlie fortirtertis ‘lis- 
tridoution of blimkers une coke tichets, And jie 
Knows that td exist whe know the Whele truth 
Of the qiatter the Why of the tiisery and. the 
how of the remedy and who will show the 
poverty-stricken thie Wav Olt. : 

There isa potent saving of one who liailed 
from the lane thet Mr. Carnegie lias lett. whieh 
runs thus: 

You AY few | all thie people “OLE ¢ f thie 

Uhbuie. 

You uy fool some of the people all the 

Thine. 

But you exit fool all the people all the 

Tithe. 

Mr. Carnegie will have heard the <a nee te. 
fore. [tis rather old. Bur it is (ie of those 
savings thatare net offin age bat for all time 
We conumend it again te Mr: Carnecie. Tr will 
he a good tuseription fora Prominent position 
Inthe hall in whieh Mr Carnegie delivers lis 
next address upon the foal blor ot wars a 
mnethod of settling Internetioucl disputes, lige 
less before then Mr. Carmewie includes the class 
War in his demunetation ane UN presses cud 
wives eVidence of tas determination to work / 
for its abolition, bait then its stood at ye fe dave ves 
the aboliteon of Mr. Carnegie. Millionaire. 

Its am awkwierd situation Ad Mat; 


TOTTENHAM BRANCH REPORT. 


—_—__——_—__ 


Necreport of this Branel lias as vet iappeared in 
THE Noctatisr Srasparn but sinee the brane 
Wis Colstitutedt om 2th Deceniber, Ls Seer 
years stead ned determined properties hits 
Placed at aiiomer the strongest in the Party. 
Paring the stmmer three outdoor Ineeting 
Were hell ever Week vind We evel hope: Oe t 
tinue the Very sHecesstul Sted beets if 


~ 


“West Green Corner” throughout the Winter. 
At thos pelctee Where all thie Open oe political 
work vl Pottenhaan Is done weoare the Tileost 
firtials established of all tlie Virlots lurties, culied 
Cul easily se] hore Literature thisedy all others 
combined. 

The lars: camo mit of opposition given bw re- 
Presentatives «of CYery politics Petet eon m thre: 
COMMER Lists oPeathy aissisted us an bakin thre 
Socialist prosithedns clear to thie Workers aniel thre 
sophistries anil COLPUSIONISE Taehios | Lai! ral 
and “Tory. Free ‘Urader and Protectionist. ct 
Lot: diel Seer. ef, wi Lobel and NSDL er 
the Penmiperiuce Pageeny come Cf iara ey Dibodplreers, Cbpe 
Back-to-the [ttc cuned the Lstnie Nationalizers 
have boererny frilly aa seed ta cured peticess 1 re 
iw 


(dur Hietritoerrstitp lists sO Pheretsece| | 


heave: breverny conipelles teresecure laruer Jrlehiidsers 
lor our Weebly bustiess meetings, which are 
now held every Wednesday evenimne ats yet 
tthe hall of the Sunbeam Coffee Taver: 

tis pleasiniee te be ableto record siaeh 
fring result of our efforts, and our cori 
other proaurts Pan take itasanm assurance that th 
Workers of Potterbiurma wall met Lease boeebigmed Doeat 
dre reads ahiel Willing teotake their prlsvee try thin 
fet) for and capture of The World for the 
Workers l. Bey ny 





OFFICIAL NOTICE. 


The Head Office of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain is now situate at ba, Caledonian Road, King s 
Cross. London, N., to winich address att communica: 
tions should be sent. 

General correspondence should be addressed to 
“The General Secretary.” 

Arth les and correspondence submutted for lasertion 
in THe Socistisr STANDARD should be addressed to 
‘The Editorial Committee. 

Subscriptions and advertisements tor THE SociaList 
Staxpakp, and orders for pamphlets, book, Ae issued 
or sold by the Party, should be addressed to “ The 
Publhcations De ‘partinent 4 

The mee tings of the Executive Committee are held 
at the Head Office on the first Saturday in each 
month, at 4 paim., and on the third Tuesday in each 


month, at 7 pm. 


Terms of Subscriptions. 


Twelve Months 
Scale of Charges for Advertisements. 


Per inch, One Insertion 
Quarter Column do. 
Half Column do. 
One Column do. 
Speciai arrangements will be made tor Advertisements 
to be inserted in more than one issue. 
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IMPOTEACE Olt IMPUDENCE? 


THe working-class may well pray to be delivered 


from their friends, for those “* friends” are evi- 
dently determined that, » 


for them to compass it, the working-class shall 


farias it is possible 


remain in that condition of mental darkness and 
confnsion to which is traceable their present m- 
ertia and indifference tuthose prime and funda- 
Mental causesof proletarian misery upon which 
we whe form The Socialist: Party of Creat 
Britain are endeavouring to focus their attention 
as the indispensable preliminary to that Social 
Revolution which alone can effect auv material 
and lasting The imonuth of 


November seems to have been particularly fav- 


benetit for ther. 


ourable to the production of astounding exam 
ples of muddled reasoning on the gar of these 
“friends ~ who, because the working-class are 
Jargely ignorant, have been permitted to foist 
themselves into the y™ sition of leaders. OF them- 
selves these exhibrtions of fatuous battleheaded- 
ness or calendated deception and treachery 
Whichever itis — would only invoke hilarity. or 
contempt, bat unfortunately their authors have 
secured a standing of considerable prominence, 
so that it becomes necessary for those who know 
the trath and who are earnestly desirous that 
the working-class should awaken toan appreci- 
ation ol their powers anil Opportuiities, to dis- 
sochite themselves as forcefully as possible from 
such utterances and actions, and to expose their 
Mspotence and iapudence. 

Consider the case of the women’s deputation 
to Balfour, that event which recently attracted 
somuch notice. These unhappy women of the 
working-class In their * looped une Windoweel 5 
raggedness are prevailed upon to parade their 
fs thetic Poverty, hot lye it noted in Menace, buat 
mnoorder that the pitiable patthios of ther pos- 
en wav move the hearts of those who batten 
upon ther misery and whose very existence. is 
dependent upou the continuance of an Hapover- 
ished proletunat. And these women are in- 


spired to depute 4 | number of their fellows to 
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Wait upon a capitalist minister to beg that 
something be done for them lest thev utterly 
perish. Yet the leaders of this deputation sub- 
sequently confess their full knowledge of the 
futility of such an appeal! 

lt is true that one at least of them) dias en- 
deavoured to justify the action on the ground 
that otherwise the workers would not believe 
that nothime can be obtained from the capitalist 
class. But this same leader at the same time 
whats that he has headed similar deputations 
for 20 vears! 
he be content to follow such methods? Surely 
he has sense enough to see that the working- 
class are hardly more alive to the fact he wishes 
tO Hupress upon them than they ever were. And 
surely lis knowledge is not so limited that he 
cannot understand that this continued) ignor- 
anee is to some considerable extent due to the 
fact that he and his fellow itsleaders have 
omitted to tell the whole truth in the past. 
Then by what name shall we eall him if he is 
prepared to inflict still further pain and disap- 
pomntinent upon those whose misery is even now 
vreater than thev can bear? _ 

If those who, knowing the truth, have failed 
to speak it; if those who should have educated 
the workers have occupied tlfir time mainly in 
deluding them, it is synall wonder if the ignor- 
ance Is as great cathe working-class condi- 
tidns as bad as they have ever been. 
More vears We ask will these leaders be content 
to play the game of the fool? Or is it that they 


How many 


are afraid of the consequences of telling the 
truth after having told other than the truth for 
so long ? 

It is sinall wonder, we repeat, that the work- 
iIng-class mind is muddled when we have, to 
take another horrible example, a member of the 
highly cultured middle class (as he describes 
himself) like Mr. Hyndman, who, while urging 
that Socialists should do all the harm they pos- 
sibly can to Liberalism, attirms that Socialists are 
prepared to support Liberals in their efforts to 
puton the statute books certain reform: measures 
Which, in the next ‘breath, Mr. Hyndmaca diim- 
self acinits will not affeet the working-class in 
Whose interests he elaius he is working. — If 
this isan example of Mr. Hyndman's high cul- 
ture, we can do without it, just as we can do 
Robert Blatchford, who, 
While rightly condemning the absurdity of the 


without the logic of 


action of the unemploved leaders in arranging 
deputations which it is) foreknown must be 
fruitless. argues that the thing to do is to ensure 
the return of a Kasrermanibenet labour members 
to the House of Commons at the next election. 
Mr. Blatchford Knows quite well that the Lab- 
our qnembers already elected to the House of 
(‘Onmnons are precisely the persols Who are CoOn- 
cerned with the arrangement of absurd deputa- 
tions men like Mr. W. Crooks, a rump Radical, 
who holds that because certain monied persons 
are contributing infinitesimal fractions of the 
wealth they have robbed the working-class of 
to rehef funds for the unemploved, the rich and 
the poor are beginning to work hand-in-hand : 
or like Mr. Weir Hardie, who, while denying the 
existence of a class war and preaching, for the 
mollification of the conscience of nonconformuty, 
and for his own election to political position, 
the necessity of the gospel of love as the only 
method by which happiness may be ensured to 
all. argues inanother connection and for another 
purpose, that the working-class must inspire 
the capitalist-class with fear must compel them 
ly sheer terrorism to let vo their srip before 
thiery Call hope to achieve their purpose, 

These are some of the men ane some of the 
Intiuences we have to combat inorder that the 
clear Issue Hiay be presented to the Working: 


class to which we belong. And whatever epithet 


How many more vears then will’ 


December 2nd, 1905. 

of opprobium these men or others may coin to 
belittle our efforts and to retard the spread 

our Views, we shall persist with our propaganda 
by all the deans at our disposal. in the full eon 
fidence that altgmately our class must adopt our 
attitude af they would work out their own enuin- 
cipation from the thraldou posed by capitalist 


and landborel) donataation. 
0: 


THRE CLARION VANNER « THE PROUTH, 


Was dn the newwhbour- 
I. Hartley, 


Wares the * Clarion Van” 
hood of Paddington, the speaker, E. 
was asked whether it was true that Neir Hardie 
accepted the class-strugele when in Amsterd:n 
in order to gain adimission to the International 
Socialist (Coneress, and imunediately denied the 
existence of that struggle upon his return ¢o 
this country. 

Hartley replied that it was not tre. Our 
readers may judge of his ignorance or dishonesty 
from the following facts. 

The resolutions agreed to at the Brussels 
Conference of TS99, which complete the con- 
ditions of admission to the International Social- 
Ist Congress as adopt@l at the London Congress, 
are'as follow : 

Are admitted (1) * All associations which 
adhere to the essential principles of Socialism : 
socialisation of the means of production and 
exchange ; union and international action of the 
workers ; Socialist conquest of political power 
by the proletariat organised ina class party.’ 


ae PAN 


placing fhemselres on the grote of the class- 


corporate organisations which, 


struggle and acknowledging the necessity of 
political action legislative and Parliamentary) 
which do not, however, participate dérectly 
the political movement.” 

Keir Hardie’s renunciation of the basic prin- 
ciple of modern Socialism: —the class-struggle 
on his return to the country in which a Liberal 
capitalist paves pure of his election expenses, 
shows hinto be playing a deuble game : for he 
acqtesces in tite class-struggle only in order to 
pass jnuster with the international proletairat. 

Will Hartley apologise ? 

iG; 
tHE. THT Pea 


WORK, 


Paeht to Work Come 


Hpon Which a number of middle-class 


THe very latest is a 
Miuittee ” 
persons and some who have discovered that 
labour “deadering “is more easy and profitable 
than work have elected themselves. Phe “right” 
they chunour for is not for thenpelves but for 
appeal” < 
from the dominant chassaudpe work, 
When already too much is performed. They 


others, Thev 7 tothe fvork ing-class to 


‘demand 


would perpetuate the capitalist system by shew- 
Ing the wealthy shirkers how they may stave 
off the day of reckoning and save their skins for 
awhile if they will accept their proposals and 
mathe work. For our part we say ‘To Hell with 
the * Rielit “to Work : 


Lire and to live right well, 


we chum our Right to 
Let us scorn these 
idle class decoy ducks and organise to bring 
about the comanon ownership of the means of 
life, which alone will enable us to secure the 
only Levelt we are concerned about. Then and 
not ill then shall we recognise our obligation 
to perform our share of the necessary work. In 


the qe antine, our Right to Work gs the Right 


of the wealthy idlers to organise our labour 


for that 


Right we will leave to the agents of the capital- 


ats ther wage shaves. “The “demand” 
ists. Whether i) the elise of natdelle Chass SVlil- 
patthisers or well patd labour ~ leaders.” 

Back numbers of THe Socraist S'tTANDAKD 
can be had through any Branch Secretary, 


London School of Economics & Political Science 2007 
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THE PLAINT OF THE PALLIATOR. 


A riiesp resident oan Watford has written me 
calling Wik Ut terditioony ter aun article I, Mr. 1. \\. 
Lae Whose Detdhe’ Wass recently ‘lyroneedit Ihiba 
sone prominence my commection with the Coan, 
borne alla. aud sageesting that Po offer an 
Opiiion Upon I. td sCehis fo have lieved “OG 
discussion with another local gentleman whe 
thought, TR) As et Dt correspondent, 
that the proposals ratele mn the article should be 
adopted ly a Socnalist LAarts:, and that the rea- 
SONS given Were satisfactory and convinces. 
J should have preferred that an abler pen than 
wine dealt with the matter, bat as itis one that 
strikes meas net over dificult for any professor 
of Socialism with a moderately eficrent Know- 
ledge belumed the Soctalisin hie professes, lo 
handle, T gladly availinyself of the opportunity 
of contributing something that may help those 
Who are anxious to occupy aright and logical 
position to that end, 

Mr. Lee's 
Socialist 
proposals which lie names. He says, ‘The 


article is briefly au argument for 


concentration upon two palliative |) 


question Twish to bring under the notice of 
English Socialists . is Whether the time has 
not arrived when they should formulate a vigor- 
ous demand for some or all of the political 
Mieastlres | have Indicated i lie: ouly hiedlicates 
two, VIZ.. Pavinent of Menibers and Election 
Expenses, and the Second Ballot) “witha view 
of using them to the advantage of Socialist 
candidates.” He adds, rather naively,” Twe Mtv 
years ago that kind of political agitation might 
have bee safely deft to the Radicals of that day. 
Well, as a Socialist resident in E neland, | thank 
Mr. Lee for Dbringines this question under iiy 
notice, but alter due deliberation | aiust revrret- 
fully sv that | have Colne to the conelusion 
that ] dout think mae of his proposals, But 
then any otrthook appears to differ from Mir. Lee's 
Ina Very essentid particular, 

Lnlike Mr. Live, Whi, it SVUTDIS, Is ptlitee ready, 
and even andious, that lis candidate should be 
returned to political ofhce by a class unconscious 
vote Hf need be.—to use lis own words. “as the 
Jesser of the two evils at the second ballot’. 
J wn only concerned with success at the poll for 
muy candidate upon clearly detined Hues aud by 
a class-conscious working-class vote. Because | 

know, and | shoutd be surprised iideed if Mr. 
Lee icl Hot Kap alse, tliat ne real contribution 
Cun be adaade to the solution of the poverty pro- 
Jenn untess the men who have taken posses 
eston of the mach iners ob governiwedl have clone 
Sw 12) the bile rests cid aiden the poesteretel care of 
the working-class iitelligenthy organised upon 
Lhe basis ol Lie 1 ( ‘lass Liiterests, Le hiek Wores, 
the elected person mist go to lis daties as their 
delegate, yotas their director. ‘The emancipation 
of the working-class must be the work of the 
workers themselves. and he who thinks by 
Coercion or cajolory to hustle them ong a road 
down which they cannot see ds, if hie is honest, 
Voluntarily stretching bimaself upon a rach that 
Will lacerate hina paaufully before he is bree of it. 
Ol course the aureiinent ds that 
HH POSSESSION OF PUBLIC OF ich 


enables the oceupranl lo ecbieate the Howes ellee- 
tively. Bato that case the course to pursue 
would be to whittle the candidates programe 
dawn ds heabrias pe issthle Lu Hothiae ness 1) order 
that no question daight arise im the monds of the 
untutored electorate to eive them piutine in their 
blind or semi-blind voting. “That would surely 
be the aost effectual method ot procedure ils- 
signing the honesty of the candidate could be 
relied (pon although Mar. Lee would be tare 
putto it to create a confidence in the honesty 
of an elected Perso w hoas candidate woes sult 
Ol dost culpable lishgnesty. Mr. Lee, | take 
1} ee would nol ure such ad COoOuUTSe, tlthoueh lis 
suggestion ameotntis to the suue thie. He 
argues that the political WCUVITN of the Socgalist 
Party should be Concentrated Upon two speertied 
political refomus. Which means that these two 
ure to be brought outoim bold relrel whale all 
other proposals are to be set well AWN TT the 
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THE SOCIALIST 


bacheroune, For the thine Pvertnnce iba Neweneedist 
Is to take dis stand practiealhy con the sme 
eround threat cll Radieal ocenpues. Ani Litibapboer 
of Radicals or Liberals | hever lied hk pnervs Where 
the Liberal left off and the Radieal besa wall 
UP La wk & that) NSocralismr isa coord thingy, benit) as 
practical politietans, a hae thet er Is 
Without the range of possibility until at devest 
certs un political reforms of the 1\ yee of Paviin nt 
oot Members, ane Secon Pai listve: Ives NM 
achieved, thew think the lest COUPSe Is ter eon 
centrate ee that achievement, which it sees 
tome. as Mr. Lee's) position, only he wall pre- 
baby = eaten that lis Socialism is not so far in 
the backeround as the Radieal’s a difference 
Of Small moment. seeme that both Meo bee sie 
the Rirreal are agreed tect 
MUNI SHALE IN TNE BRAC Re ND 


Aa 


anvhow, and that the foreground shall be ocer- 
pied Inn One or TWo or a daze ‘nh oreborunrs 

That berg so, the question immediately arises 
as 10 whether any present need for ao Socialist 
organisation exists at all. Lf Socitlisns Is net 
possi le unless and until these reforms dave 
been attamed, and if to attam: them Soeitlisin is 
tu he obse ured, us it hhitist be, win Witste stre meth 
In ad Separate organisation 2 W hy het unite in 
one great aud powerful) Radical fac Ton, anel 
with ‘the strength that comes of unity, strike the 
blow that shall shiver the barriers erected by 
Reaction with a capital Ro between the forces 
of progress and their olitical objective. Or 
something like that. If the immediate nece SSILV 
for the propagation of the principles of Socialism 
is conceded for the nraatle ution of a vigorous 
agitation on behalf of these reforms. then the 
Necessity lor the } pPropag ration of the pring iy) les 
of Socialism retreats toa secondary ecsiiion anil 
the NECESSITY for the preset eNistence of il 
Socitlist: party retreats with: it. 


Te lhe ie are SeelNS 1O esc scape Pro this CO)l- 
clusion. Mr. Lee will protest that for the Social: 
Ist, Socialis cloes hot retreat that itis in the 
first position all the time. Which js quite trie, 
But then a Socialist would not advocate the eon. 
centration that Mr. Lee awelvocutes Ub pred 


VeatrPhk oF PALLIAGING : 27) WEASE PES 


the realisation of which will not mecessiridy deve 
Usa step) nearer Sochalisna. The prounit int thas 
Connection itud it Is il promt that Mr. Lee aie 
those Whe think with lion ure concerned To 
Jadvour at other thiaes Is that patlli: ttnVes ure only 
of utility when they are achieved by Working. 
How often 
has Mr. Lee and lis friends pressed the ol yeetion 
With unanswerable force that the whole New. 
which included Pavinent of 

can be granted. hy it Culp 


Class consctously organised as sue hi. 


castle pros rane - 

Meinbers Iyy the Wath 
talist state withort endanwerinig itself, ned ats at 
matter of facet lias been so cranted 2 Then wir 
His Volte Pace? Ts there any special virtue in 
Pavineut of Menibers or seysitil Poscdbeot ’ ‘ i heler 
present comellt bons there Is lhe uly; Uhitieres Bea thie 
Sochtlist ma the Secon beable, ahiel Parviie iti 
Meqibers cannot be recarded as anything like 
an unmixed blessing. Certs uuly meitherot then 
(tbh COdag- 


propagation of 


nor bothoeven Prom them best aspects. 
pare IN daportance with the 
ol Sochalisna, 

ltas fatnous for Mr, Lee to supeest that while 
Sockulists are concentrating tpon these two prul- 
lhatives tlie wre at the same thine THESTREET TES 


Socktlisnn Hi Hts pre-eminent position as 


fk, REAG UNG) sens enol GIVE. 


You Cihhbbol Comecentrate UD pron soluetiinine sticort 
ob, ated naet necessarily ceria tol Vor real 
obypective cunnel al the Silliie tine Concentrate thpron 
thiset objective taelf. Besides, Mr. Daee bias tite 
self urged ds a SUPOonL reason ois at facet its das 
strolgest reasoru for theacdoption 7) hits hiethioed. 
that il large Hiinaber ol hacheals ane Whicet preol, 
wetted 
support an agitation for the palliatives.  Vhes 
are Opposed to Socrilisma bat vet will work Kae 


Whe re Opposed tw Sochialisin itself, 


your palliatives whi Because. largely. thes 
do not understane Sochtlisia. The N moatbist Is 
concerned that they s/al/ understaimed Socithsin 
And low shall the Soetalist atfeet lias purpose 
bys putting lis) Sociadism belie his bach ale 
vom down to the position ot thre camties movtlist 

retreating: twenty years ui order to take up 
the agitation that Radiealisin of that day crop 
ped 4 Ane this at the sabiie Cetin thicet Mr. Lave: 
wed dais friends Whe poimtiig te hier countries 


Wwilere the proposals 


STANDARD. 


ae itatee fer, taawee dpe 1 realised Sat daeonat univ 
effect wil all TEprecond AN rhane : eliass ened i tbeone 

1 wall essert, wWatlpeoat pereeptilile teed 

thre: lew th Sowirdist DopeoNechrpe nit Mi. Doce pentane 
Patek Gf Diet wall, boant die wath vet tether cone: Sewcisadist 


bsvech witli beaten, Thre New halint will Staite sdiow 
yo 2 PIRES OF RARER. WK UPR 
i) jrVerves 1s the Pecelnead brea fe prlorsaboly tii 
lnetive: noust de sary effort bot elpreeterd 4 
thie Wtthtient of the only Vhinnees this boncettery 
Soctalisna, 
a aE Wocanet bee tocodten repeater 
that thieves as bbe promt Dy) reece ada palliative 
of Sonal 
\nied thas 
Sochtlist opratom aust de osaiefaetaredl test. 


Phensisth yes pear Preonn the Pedder detarpe 
Ist i) that alone Cuddy User Php rey 


Noda will only be uanufaetured by Socialists 
Whie, refurstrge ter cer dsteck twenty years Or cote 
Ma fe the Propecia ob rebortas, peeisist an 
thie Heav eolneationsal spade Work thiaet still 
requires ter doe done. lor \lr. or hen stharerest 
as he owes, that the ities ES dew hp vee for Noenal- 
Ists tO secure sole rewarel phae’, tine othee peor 
the work the at have done bn thie 
to proc ‘launin thi: it the Vouure tired ol "he work that 
still re iathas to be dense: The it Is he reware for 
the Socialist except the sitistaction. that: cones 
Of the knowledge that he has faithfully dis- 
charged the daty laid upon hing and hy whieh 
alone he justifies lis existence. A\cliministrative 
power will Coote perese ntly, When it » elector; ute 
of enlighte = producers moulded to ekass-con- 
sciousness by the work of the S 
Honalists who have emplitsised 


prctst. Is si) Vi]? dy 


Sochalist: eduea- 


PH PE RPOR TD OR BOONOADO CHANGE 


wid iusisted upon the re-organisation of industry 
upon the basis of common ownership ino the 
Ineans of life as the only antidote te the hard- 
ship and suffering such economie change i 
volves forthe wealth producers when this class- 
CONSCIOUS electorate shall have transhited ther 
apprectition of their distinetive ehass interests 
into logical political action. The power will come 
as oa rest of working-class enlightenment. 
and at will be working-class power, therefore 
not the power ot persons elected Wepre at cliass- 
Waecomscious that as. ate devnowsaaas Work dere 
class Vote. 
~ 
It is workine-chass 
Viel hh) 
TPA hadi chiods reNaicieopnnest liecaies ioseaed, aw: 
Ane the s Hts prPope 
sanelist dscone of the tiaportant fisetors ia that 
effort towers enlic hhenine iit Thies SN mhalist joa 
passnelist. the paropagaudist. that is. of revel 
palliative pron 
potsanelst, thie prreopraceanaed ist coh oreeheor pan, qT 


J dicoprer t that I~ fairdy eles 
power the Soctalist waits to dere; 


class enbichteninient, 


thom. ais clistingished from: the 
Only pustiiieation for the Soeiadises exisnen 
theteluie Is 


A a DC) 


New ter whether beetter eolmeationnad Work 
Toa Pie 1n\ foo persem Wai. Thevinee steed 
Sochalist coat to secure electhoi. or moo having 
been electeel apa some issue other than Soenal- 
stil, de nds This cena tr oF re Ey es lis Nochthisiis 
bter election. is at eptbes than Chit Tee dive cuut mnily 
lee cuuswered da the neoaunives, \ Socnailist crttl 
ho. ats ctu elected presen, ‘ee lritder. 


Certaiily lie culnn tbe hotline t bist vill have nV 
batterie effect UEpecnn Working a 1 iss conmedlitie by, 
Tdis ebeetiers artist lisever been Secures! pon this 
tiskerstanmeding Hf dies tS deo teatdeetacdae thie follows irige 
thisat tie has created 


Doeseenn elected! ar mhatlist i! lie Wisties Ie Ke etd 


Pliset Fe Pet EH eH Ba lies yantast hitver 
thre stedlierents feo THIS Ve ws ats rttierieaddy hooh 
its thie Were oth Eire davebment od dats eheat pron 

Catise, otfperwase tie wall diave deer eleeted bay 


restline CUTE 


persons Who will book to lit 


relordirs A Qoossibility ond Opt 
of Rareliectd Pe presenbitives faveortaabodes ter thrase 
redorpes bisever Loeeeen elected sith bennthy larce an 
order Peo staart wWwathi beeeutise Th peone reloriuis cre iti 
One Wah or wuibotiner to Toevdnestyt thiectan thre 


electing | bhit Poout te | bictver ted ‘}) Doce cunid 


wep scotis 


lits “Hp peorbers rer at Thbies Cpredter pees I\ fev cdertay 
Chat reforms cca take UHiN appreenible difference 
to Workin Chass com lithoms, cand core sthole tes 
proruuil Hit eV bebe tice Peo che enhe eases Vhere, Ht 
prPaehiee, i 2 Pe doriiss live ~o ie | biel TTScll 
Is pails pret . 


\ WerR ENe.-c | Ass 
Chicil UNIV poe rsa ds clerter| ee) thacat Mr 
Loe s Sonchalist ( 
baer. vill 
bl 


ounerd] Fee AN CSA es F he hay 


thine lit Is . | bre first 
| | 
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6 
appreciable effect os the result of those reforms 
Wherefore his followire wall tarl off until at as 
reduced to buat little qaore than the converte 
nucleus with which he set out. and whe would 
have eX pected the qiore or less barren results 
that the elected person world have to shew, 
This as not hy pothetiealat all The record of a 
thousand cases will bear the coneluston out 
The Whole history of reform movements can ln 
called yp meevidence. “The latter end of evens 
relormeagitation presents the unhappy spectacle 
of evreat lnxdies of tired. dispirited Tite'nl and 
women whose discontent, that once lad urgeel 
them so mststenthy ’ action. has turned to 
apathy i the wreck of their high hopes. 

Mr. Lee cannot deny this without at the same 
time undermining the whole ground for the 
eXistence of Socruist organisation, Anil vet lie 
would have us go back to the position of 
Reformers of 20 vears ago and ve talks of the 
advantages of the Second Ballot in which 
Socialists might stand a chance of election as, to 
use his own expression. “the lesser of the two 
evils"! 

Which. [mean to Sav, In 

VERY SHORT-sTGHTED AND VERY sthby. 


Does Mr. Lee deny that) the working-class 
have at the present moment sufhcient  poll- 
tical power to do what they like’ Then 
why all this) blethering for more political 
power” The only question which concerns the 
Socialist is why the working-class should not 
like Socialism) and why they do not) retarn 
Socialists to power. And the only answer to 
that of course is. working-class ignorance. Very 


good. Let Mr. Lee, if he is a Socialist. start in. 


to dispel the ignorance and not waste so much 
time and energy in pressing for more political 
power when it is not wanted. The worst of 
these young men in a hurry is that they will be 
forever attempting to take short cuts to the 
Social Revolution agaist the advice of maturer 
and more reflective minds. There are no short 
cuts. There is only a long, straight line. If 
that's too monotonous for Mr. Lee to follow he 
must, until he is tired of it. keep up his pleas- 


ant little game of running round in a circle. - 


But he must not expect Socialists to run round 


after hin: they have more important work to 


do. Artec. dM. Garay, 


HOW LoNae 


ir—— 


How long will the parsons lie. 
Who. smiling and smirking. tell 

Ofa beautiful land on high’ 

For the vile who oppress and ery, 
"Od Tord! T behteve ! and vell 
To the unbelievers who dwell - 
ln goodness fierce threats of hell 7 

How long will the parsons bie? 


How long will the rulers lie. 
Who. double-faced. ave deligdt 
To trade on a cheap-drawn sigh 
kor the Poor, but are ever nigh 
To work out the rich man’s spite 
And crush. with t\ rannic might. 
All freedom: and truth and right 7 
How loug will the rulers lie < 


How long will the rich mien lie. 
Ane claim as them own thre Leanne 
The land that the prnor live Hy 
Ana all things beneath the sh ; 
The teal Oy the worker s liccaied, 
The lives of thie luanperer losttrmecd 2 
How lone shall thei false chat static : 
Flow fone wall the rteb mien lee? 


¥ 


Hews bestia will the People lie 


lt abject cad crouching woe 
At the feet oof the mien on haeh, 
Whig ire tly mien, and ca die 7 
Phos lone will they vainly ery s 

How | ie ere their rights they Kiieow 7% 
How fons till they sweep the sho 
Wath Freedoms there. sere defy 
The forces of Ty ratinin 2 

Hav long ere thes ly Halls a 

To Slaverv’s overthrow 7 

How lone wall the reckonine erow ? 
How lone will the people lie: 3 
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THE SOCTALIST STANDARD. 


NEMESIS! 


Tun Mirnietpeal llectroms Hd he clout less dealt 
with elsewhere. Tam not therefore concerned 
here with their results generally butan meindent 
arinine out of the errides contest merits, | 
think. at specral word, 

Darnley isa townwhere the SK. claims a 
considerable following. It Is regarded SO 
What me the lielit ofan SLE, stronghold us 
SDL. strongholds goo And Mr Daniel Irving 
in the strong man ofthis SoD. stronghold as 
S PLE strong men go. He has sat on the Dosre 
al Ciuardians : On the School Postrel: on the 
Town Council Ele is therefore ao prominent 
citizen and in the past las doubtlessly worked 
strenuously for working-class Inferests | accord- 
ine to dias lielit~ 

Yet he dias failed to retain his seat oon the 
Town Council nthe recent elections le was 
defeated. The SDF. stfong man of the SDE. 
stronghold has failed to maintain his position. 
Mr. Couneillor Irving of yesterday is Mr. Ex- 
Councilor Irving of to-day. 

This is remarkable. It seems to require some 
explanation, 

The S.L.F. appeatto recognise the liuiport- 
anee of the catastrophe. One of their captains 


has fallen, and he has fallen on a most unlikely, 


field. Tle has been vanquished in his own ward- 
In the ward that would know him best. 
Why is this? Is it be@iuse the ward knows 
him best that he has been defeated 2 Or what ? 
The S.D.F. sees the difficulty and) Mr. Hynd- 
niin, their leader, writes to the Press to explain. 
This is the explanation of Mr. Hyndman: 
Mr. Irving has been defeated by a “dirty dodge” 
of the Burnley Liberals. The Liberals knew 
they would be defeated— these loathsome Lib- 
erals. And so they entered into a binding com- 
pact with the Tories. Together they defeated 
Irving. And Mr. Hyndman says that the moral 
Is * Let Socialists do Liberals all the harm ther 
possibly can on every occasion.” , 
Now Ido not know how other Socialists regard 
this explanation, but tome it reads unc munonly 
like -anay | sity drivel? Drivel seems the only 
word. And Mr. Hyndman ought to know better. 
Because no one has insisted more often than he 


that Liberals and Tories are equally the enemies 
of the Socialist: that they are equally the 
enenves of the working-class because they both | 


represent Capitalist interests. Mr. living has 
suid the same thing. Innmuimerable times. And 
of Course it Is true. - 

That being so, why talk of a” dirty dodge 2” 
Whi is ita dirty dodge ? Why is ita dodge at 
all? What is more natural than that representia- 
tives of the same interest should work t wether ? 

Besides. Mr. Hyndian says that all Mr. Irving 
required: was a straight fight with the enemy. 
Well, hasivthe had astraiglt fight? If not wht 
not? Will Mr. Hyndman please be clear. 

Oris the suggestion that it was not a straight 
felt because Mr. Irving expected the Tories to 
support: lim? Did he? If so. what is the 
mnatter with Mr. lrving’s Socialism’ Did 
Mr. Hyndinan expect it? If so, heSiust. be 
as devoid of political aptitude as he llegced the 
SELF. were. If not, whe the wail about *lirtv 
dodges ~ 7 ) . 

Mr. Hyndian’s explangttion requires explain- 
mig. 7 suggest he cando better than this if he 
Will. He really need not be so thin. [le knows 
something of the local position. tle as himself 
Parhiuentary candidate for Burnley aud shoul 
know. He asa prominent member of the SDE. 
Which is another reason. Whi he should know, 

Loiless he don't want to Know, 

He should kiow that there wre Collpuacts other 
thin those between Liberals aa Portes in 
Burnley, Really dirty compacts. (Compacts bye 
tween Sochulists cor men liaisqueradimg as such 
wnd Liberals. He should know because he bas 
hiusell been a party to sucha COMPACT | 

Has he? forgotten the COMDPRICE entered into 
with the other Liberal candidate as a result of 
Which tis Tivndinan’s) candidature was with- 
drawn in favour of the Liberal? Was this a 
clean Compact 2 

Again. has Mr. Pvidiiin never heard of the 
dissauishtetion (to use a nuld word caused by 
the Irving tactics in comection with the Burnley 
School Board elections of a few vears ago” Has 
he never beard of an arrangement: or compact 


\ 
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being made with the Progressives cread Liber 
als (3) that OCCUSION So vittl lias le never heared 
of the more recent Urban gement that found ey 
pression in the pout candidature of Teving sand 
a crowal of prenade labour Per OM ct POM pore 
sramme constructed te meet the requirements 
of the least Progressive revtd qiost Pe-culomars > 
of the crowel 7 

If he dias dieser: af hie does not forget DP rnesan 
tosay, his explanation is drivel and [tear sone 
what dishonest drivel at that. Ti te has net 
heard, or if lie lowes forsret lye shionidel ne less 
hasty with lis explanations and more ready to 
first of all make sure of lis cround., 

Poputat te Mr. Tivndiman that ao aan ea 
chum to represent working-class interests who 
COmuleltes W ith the representatives (CONSCIOUS OF 
otherwise) of antieworking-class interests. But. 
indeed. that is unnecessary because Mr. Hynd- 
Maan admits it. 

I pitt it to lana that only a Soctalist can repre 
sent working-class Interests. Tf hie does not, 
agree, W liv does hie represent himselfa Socialist ? 
And whi does he urge Socialist aandidatures 
against what are called Labour-Progressive can- 
didates 2 [f he does agree he will adit that no 
tactician or coquette such as Mr. Irving has been 
can hope to build tgp a working-class party con- 


o- 


sciously organised on distinctive class lines. 


He will concede that by such methods only 
confusion can be wrought in) working-class 


ainds. And he will agree that a confused 


working-class mind will translate itself into 
paditical action opposed to working-class inter- 
ests—by the return of Liberals and Tories to 
political power against the Socialist. 

That being so I suggest to Mr. Hyndman that 
Mr. Irving was defeated because he should 
never have been velected. That is to say his 
previous election was secured by votes which 
were not given by conscious we irking-class voters 
—he was not elected as a Socialist but upon 
some subsidiary issue. Or if he was elected by 
class-conscious voters he has ilissatistied them — 
Which indeed is not surprising: by his methods 
since. They have rejected him because his 
Socialism is not satisfactory. 

In the first place itis clear the Socialist position 
was not adequately defined at the elections Or, 
which amounts tothe same thing, that the sub- 


sidiary issue predominated over the Socialist’ 


lasue, “Which ineuns that the educational work 
which should have preceded the election was 
not adequately performed. In the second case 
the occasion Is One not for a white-washing lout 
for a condemnation. 

[ commend the choice to) Mr. Hyndman’s 
consideration. And [think upon reflection le 
will admit that the whole ground is fairly cov- 
ered by the one word [have set at the head of 
this article -- Nemesis ! A. JAves. 


» 
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THE ORTOIN OF PRIVATE PROPERTY 
IN LAND. 


How did possession of leanne hecome imndivid- 
ualised.2 There can be litth doubt as te the 
veneral nature of the answer.  Forcee in one 
formoor the other is the sole cause adequate to 
nitke the members of a society vield up their 
combined chums to the area they Inhabit. Such 
force nyay be that of an external agressor, but 
Ineither case it hoplies militant activity, 

It seems possible that the primitive ownership 
of lane 1 thie COTATEUULIEY, Which, with the 
development of coercive institutions lapsed inh 
large medsuse or wholly inte private ownership, 
vill be revived as industrialisn: further de- 
Velopes. lh degal theory indowners are 
directis or incirecth tenan s oof the Crown 
which Mi Our Lay Is equivalent to the State, or, 
Ino other words. the COUTUAELEEN } The com- 
PeUeRL dN froma time to true restluigs POSSeSSIOL 
wlter mitking due COLLPpeLsattion, Perhaps the 
right of the Community to the land: thas tacitly 
asserted will in Linnie ter Cobre beoverthy asserted 
and acted upon, after making full allowsnee for 
the aectmiolated vidue artificially given. 

Ho Npexcer 
a 

Amengst the first members of the National 
Liberal (‘huh to stibseribe to Revnold’s Sand- 
wichmen’s Fund were Mr. J. Fo Green and Mr. 
I. Belfort Bax. 
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Sa EX DEES DINE LITLE EXPY ERIE GCE 
POE. Sess A. BRA DE. 


Paton the short. dark prissige writes 7 The 
Pnquisitive Visitor it the Bs [fore (atnairedhan 
andatter bending shahthy tothe riaht it brougdhe 


ioe teu door, Guving quate a wlusper ” rap. 
the «hoor Was Operon punta dpaate ik, ned DP faced 
well lighted Voworny aanned at proupe of lthf-a-cozen 
tell-tale soft Trikes hats. The hats were 
eloquent iidieations of the thinking aiaternel 
thev hele, yl were worn with ao freedom: of 
porn thiat ons helomos ti Pocokvertnanea. and the 
atinosphere of this particular Chab. 

Hiavy inns sodar broken the tee. so te speak. I 
realised threet | Was nn the COP ATES a sf jolly 
loot ol Doves tootese at Pree ain etsV raise thasat 
sufherently illustrates their attitude. The one 
Who was sprawling fall leneth ouia table. with 
his elbows planted down to fori a prop lor 
his clin, threw olf lis soft brown hat as the 
long thin journalist, With one foot om ctnether 
table and the other lee 


_ 


curled somewhere round 
lis chair, cried Chapeau bas! 1] hey «colfed 
them hats, and shook hands: thas, with a 
friendly dustinct which rateas wari as the com- 
fortable atmosphere of the room, Lo was intro- 
duced, 

* Welcome to our lecture hall, and det the 
Jighit of Vour kno wvledse Crow, sid hie ol the 
dark curly hair. : 

‘Ttiddles worry me. | said, and where is 
your lecture hall 27 “ 

He slid off the table aud quoted Din Leno, 
Who had a hiaudsome suite of one room. and 
shnply turned round in lis kitelien to tind hin, 
seliin his parlour! 

How they talked nel latuehesd | How they 
Chased the wit) from tongue to tomezue, anc 
played upon each otlers idiosvuerasies with 
eplgramimatic snaps cf tully-licensed good: fel- 
lowship ! Sochilists probably, curd ne doubt all 
adinivers of G. Bernard Shaw. as well. 

“Gn the name of Mureer, Marat. ane qen. 
Whi are vou a) asked, | 

Weare the SPuG saidl one, with the 
twinkling merriaent of mystery, 

“Tt sounds vervomuch dike the Socieny for the 
Propagation 7m) thie ( rospel | sicted, Tr Nes tor doe 
pleascuat. 

"Nodtus the Gospel of Freedoi. the creat 
war of the world 7 

Prop the pouish prmap. please. aad don’t 
think that copy book hatnimis will save tine, 
Whit is vour Cierspoeel ao 

“Tt would Weary Votb to tell. Tiiteie a prune 
- «ETN in Which Verve Daethi papas biaave His hie, 
aed then ti liye thie: eeneral otttiinne cf otr elforts 
tO secre | he rerlied, . 

I settled down Par enya tlie COTMp tiny ol thiese 
voune fellows, and woudered frow dome DP <drotudd 
have Tw SUSTAIN it before it Wolttle brcoytee Tile’, levoy 
the nonee it was delightful bright aud centle- 
randy. of courtesy nianed with the freecora tart 
venerally comes with Jonge tueepenatiataanee , 

L joined inane at whist cud all the cards 
cane day way. My partner was a gentler 
Who dias been heard te address a Prout wan 
crowed, ane with TWO Salles We Well tlie riltober. 
Atoanother titlile, tw eentlemen Were plaving 
chess, Ohleor tWo others Cubbie’ cuntel Lenore avn), il 
jiiiel feeling al sood-fellowsliyp reverie, , 

Then T pursued av diqaisitive iivestigations. 
hee" Sas ay Wea copeertn ter daa ‘tabers of 
‘he Socialist Party of Great Britaia residtiace in 


hyo now. Phere are discussion classes ou alter 
nate Tuesdays, to which the publie are iisited, 
andevery Monday there is -an bosperaute ehass, 

“Walle Voto telle buseton cobbecditicn cofey thise 
chisso 7° |] ashe. 

The eentlennan whe iets it tisede dbs Wer 
Hi a Comste whieh ais porel reftised! to respond 
1; 

Soowe saton aud chatted on nian, subjects 
7 Ships ane shops and sealing Watt. aie cctlbtes 
and Ranges. like the Walrus anti the relent 
less trams of the clock demanded that a prlews- 
dntevening shioule close With al Jie Prt sae eT pay 
niiatlit. 

Lohivd ahuvost forgotten to sas that the Clabas 
situated im York Road, [fored, 
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THE ‘* CO-OPERATIVE" CURE. 


Bt he 


A\- rhe petures tine ~Hitple , TH eee 
rather ov bead tire lately. owing fer dae 
bimaber of enablers seriousty depleting 
fieds thorouarh Ubeti plow ment, ceri ol 
ravetanboers brave cenmstelereel thee trperapelevee| pre 
Podenne. cummed feotrnnel ce tere” fer at ft os 
back wo the leaned. reallorestition. ther Nerd 
, rechumuiing thie fore-shores, boectoat ts thie Lorene 
Hew “cosoperiive cure oa la Crooks Seeunie 
the litrere ~HLTLIS thre Mods hitve: speut hit Vidbeohas 
plove:| benefits. cated the still lireer ~tinnis that 
Would be jeopardised were they to strike. thes 
lhetves Comme te thie coneluston tliat ioall 
Stthiis af bite Vib botis HNbOnS a eth bx pooled, thier 


would diave sutherent IONE. To SRE a Cocoper 
alivey comeerh aad eniploy thie Hubber tanpoday ered 
workers, and so solve the an Mploved prodten. 
This sounds very well in theory, bat its pre 
posers seen to have forgotten thiset thes re [iy ie 
tider the capitalist sVsten, nel tliat Phed Daktter 
low they Mav attenapet It. they cannot evade 
the Conditions that control thaset system. The 
capitalist lnethod of production demands that ia 
profit must be bate out of the pore velit ol ladvour. 
As the amount of wealth in ad] capitalist coun. 
tries is continually growing, it is obvious that 
there is aa increasing sum Wilting to find a 
reproductive outlet. Ae. a constantly crowing 
aimotnt of wealth in the lands of the captal- 
ist-class, available for protitible investment. 
With these facts tn mind. let us eae thre 
" Operative cure.” Let lls SU J prose, Po eNctine 
ple, that the Operative Bricklayers’, CLOT 
decide to start ae HOperIUnNVE britdelinss a meern, 
ln the first place there werk have IW) lye it quick 
return on the money or the Haemploved brick 
lavers world hot benefit ated, Tina Is te) “UV,” 
they wotlk have lo finiel at piece 7 lave Piast Wits 
situated where there was actually. or soo: world 
beat demiand for housing accommelation. Here 
In the open taarket they would be stbpeetert te 
Hosevere COLMpenitbon with thie: speculative byvtil 
ders atoonee, But supposime them to dave 
sectred thie: licraed My tie face of Coulpentioa, cine 


le have proceeded with the CVechion « Tireir 


‘ly fits 
as Patan and Fotheringham, or Lovett. eoule 


TET eee Woithin thie Leeonpedeony listidet site 


brary Ieanied ane erect browses cheaper sun CpHLLe iss I" 
than the union could. | Their houses woul be 
ready te let SOMOTIO TL, nel tittless thie clenastieed Wits 
very hurge indeed. the union COrOperative con 
cern Would) met stiugel at all. 

The sane ditheutty worl present itsed 
cULNN other trade loner Diese Hines, | ; Poae> Una beadt 
betel thie iv COLObeTAEING Corser ries VORaddnss shaped 
begin to sertousty compete with the cagprbalsts, 
iowWotthd ouly be necessary forthe laree eanital 
ists ter thood the Maarket at Cultbbis rites, sti 
prices venttel set) lee depressed Loeede svt three level 
itl Whiet Three tenders could work, ned thie serbpertape 
would Iie in id teved. I hie ¢F POperENe sfiit: qqutcu hers 
Which were started Ihy Dorel Pert ies Linch ered rtrd 
Diie?d have: practically restclrest this ee They 
AY Jeter sl the cribs Of commerce, like the 
noi-trest tiriis of the Cite! Na ates. Dpitt sass nae 
as tien cet troulbesotnne tlie liave: ty Ebay, 

lt thie case ol the orelinars CO-OP OPULING S mcrety 
Which is stmaply ao kimel of potitestoek Conapanny 
is taken atwall be fostered thicat bi) it htrue 


Of cases prices are higher than the usual slic 


brttiiabeer 


prices \~ TTL) Re bybeores bsvedptaneeyy Is bith 

ditcee dh ant the uri oof the Higetiplovesl as tn 

aye. ob. Uline Wares ob thraase th work fall. bisa 
her tia \] Her chiast 

Worher [its atostl ster pttrediatsiiige preven, 

. ] , 

uel diate ty baw seoceds. kaowine then 


btiderry it CRO lhe CUlPtbeal alton slid other. 


even Thott the coco. charges were bata litthes 


loisher tlacstte throse of thre outside desler. Pivere 
Jiats been me Seat Pa pPoVer ment tay the workers 
comlition Thiretred CO-Operiuive CORPO CTTES TEP GULEN 
COMETS Where capitals is well ely ieced i} 
Ulie trust stiberee hie omy eoueerus that have 
prue well are those Velen con Approved Capatalint 
lites, ~Weathine tnd: Vaohation ob the Piuch Ved 
lnchuded. The workers canmnet fisrlit eapihel with 
capil. bere tine thre harcer cotpatial IS Te vttred tes 
win, sel the workers co uet eontrol it. live 
Sochaitist ae WPLibtoa Weeadt la is thre only cure far tlre 
Hneniplovesd problern Help ous them to realise 
if. i. te 1 TAA 


GLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS. 


SRM See tee Herp ww dels 
rally warded hoistincderst ned 
WW fete fice C occdl bacat i pbanpodiers ~ae'ssecgy? 


secbersticteed wry cour Deed aga 
May pols < hase it aha alt ae Ie 

| WD cot dues) poolituesd y Vite 
evasetises Tipe y canes peal 

peer pee dE EME? ET] 

esoenel war 


Mein of adie 


fersnered]y Leespertpee] les Poeeppectal 1 | 


stripes fer, 
riddy eel UN e270 ers) rere | 


ox, 


brervee, ct ol Deneedteer asf fsneet. ose ag 
PME, Wee haies aapaniflial Sow 
ONES ede Wop ise pereoersepaatane: pron begs 
liesitate ter enede Mle pallies 

poeul forward ots detected al fl a ee Ce 
7 thie Soneliss j thycat Ee Rn) Ye Ree ee We 


! 


biatkee gd I. a rettvindoeep cof ‘ psers. cadre i}\ 
a tlhee Steatuates lit mok~ ' f ae italest pas 
q’ 


" . , 
CPE ES, Were soit feortneed thicat) thew brave 


~ 


An Phimtidpacee lies Bal tor doe feotanned. Nard Vert Tiieene 


Dyevernns I appreciable leesnneetit Tr) tlie: Weal an Shics Se 


patrties Comite to ehase them disisaterial Wa 
Oo tie Wisp, eon Ihe the Cpuberstiodd el thie eben 
cipation of their ckiss untouched. which. after 
lle is dere meitural, They are ot ochiss-comseiots, 
and until they are the clanees arecd) in favour 
of then Denice on thre vw rove road rather thon 
the rredir. 

This Is se'etl Trhore clearh Whien Seer he ithe 
stinees are taken, dnstimees which atford mich 
food for reflections Ef it were not so inelieative 
OP patible ignorance, what could beiore aanus- 
Wi then Hheoexhibition of clitss HC OLESC TOUS TESS 
presented ly tlie ene leers, Whe Piers Voter] hor 
the polrieal rerirn ot themenplover whilst thes 
Mire at the Sine Thine enone ba cet duveduastytal 
atthe owirt hin | Pired OK Titi as a sergeant, 
thier bracteles fatboy sa teelel-vaerstel, tittionge dita an 
clare « tlie } hice, the hatlpary, cael all ther 
cliils Chiat cre used te latter ti the heads of the 
reerleity il Workers, 


wotle, 


The PPP. openty deny the ehiss stress 
wii. THOS sre Willing ter dade hits 


Tey Wisl for representat ty cil 


_— 


Atiuisterciiin Cours ss. Dut ordiamnerid thier 
sietinile the Piketa Whio precelies Tie: has. Wolk ots 
Visionary. tirebraine, CUSripter. ete, 
Ue Sag lauirly pliin eitide ils feoa 
“HB fi classe HSC tts, i Woillescdeens ill thie prtse 
Diiase tlie Ube ops thes out the 
extended diuiteipal eoutrol Curt 
thie HaMtinied prt] employees lo hie 
eutlstistie Over thie sUeE Vout iterees 
outta tascrable elrizzle to cen 
ltuer fora bivine Welere, 
‘lies SN eE. s | lyndy cudiuiittines 
~UV pecordi bhi Weoped toaet repudiating i! 
thie pant Wilt sleet cl recopel on 
Ceoat ped ateadser auny fess meide ther aety 
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PARTY NOTES. 


Mt is particularly requested that all commu- 
nications be addressed: ‘‘ The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain, la, Caledonian Road, King’s 
Cross, London, N."" See official notice on 
page 4. 

* ' + 
| tinsel 11 ile SSN to Verprenet Tie above reiiest, 
as some Branch offends and othe correspond. 
ents are stil senicling comMtiteations to other 
athdlresses than the Head Other 


+ 
— ~ 


It wats stated ti these motes hiour September 
issue that Peckbarm Braneh were arranging it 
debate between Mr. Meplenus nna, ‘| reasurer of 
the IRC. anda representative of this Party. 
Apparently the debate. like a well-known simile, 
“won't come off. but thro’ no fault of ours. 

’ 


> 
* * 


Qur Comrade Wren recently explained the 
matter in the Dulwich Post.” from which the 
following is quoted : 

* We submitted to Mr. Step':enson, comply- 
ing with his request for particulars, the fol- 
lowimg proposal: * That he should meet John 
Kent, of the S.P.G.B., in debate at the Peek- 
ham Public Hall on any week-night in Sep- 
tember, he (Mr. Stephenson) might choose ; 
the chair to be occupied by Mr. Chas. Haw- 
kins, of the French Polishers’ Union. (Mr. 
Hawkins is opposed to us, but we could rely 
on hisstrict impartiality). That the expense for 
the hire of the hall should be borne equally 
by the two parties, or wholly by The Socialist 
Party.” 

Upon publication of Cde. Wren's letter, Mr. 
Stephenson wrote to the “ Dulwich Post” along 
communication of a red-herring brand, by which, 
apparently, he declines to meet our speaker 
because the Peckliam Branch * refused to guar- 
autee™ that he would have a fair hearing !!! 


* 
* * 


Now, so far as we are concerned. all our 
Opponents may rest assured that no efforts on 
our part will be spared to provide them with a 
quiet and attentive audience, but us the “ first 
statesman in the land” has remarked, * there is 
limit to human endurance.” Is it that Mr. 
Stephenson fears that his case is so weak, and 
lis method of presenting it would be sa bad 
that the audience would lose their patience with 
lin for wasting their time ? 


w 
* * 


In accordance with Rule 6. no member shail 
be placed on the official lecture list until he has 
sitisfuctorily answered a list of questions drawn 
up by the Executive Committee. A copy of 
these questions will be forwarded to any meni- 
ber applying for same. Each Branch should 
make a point of organising classes for their 
stidy. so that we may give an even better 
account of ourselves next seuson than this. 

* 
* co 

Comrades who may be feeling a bit ° down” 
should make an effort to attend the Sunday 
evening lectures at Dovecote Hall. Wood Green, 
hell under the auspices of the North London 
District Council. The hall is well lighted and 
costly furnished and the local conirades are 
heartvoin their welcome» questions are plentiful 
sttied the disctission cond. Gdn tive oist vf Decent 
bera Social Fevenmge will be lield 


* 
* * 


\Menibers Whe el Pussesston of reports or 
ofier doctunents issued by Vrade Unions. be: 
foots Parties. ned the like, are Kites requested 
te dorward thems to the Levee C'thee. ay order 
thot Powder ane Shot extracted frou 
theca for the se of our speakers trneh Ww rilers, 


Ga. C. H. Carrere 
———$————— TS 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


S.P.G.B. 
North London District Gouncil. 
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LECTURES FOR DECEMBER. 


DOVECOTE HALL, : 
78, High Road, Wood Green, at 7.30. 
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BATTERSEA BRANCH. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES 


WILL BE GIVEN AT 


SYDNEY HALL 


36, YORK ROAD, BATTERSEA, 
AS UNDER — 
Dec. 3rd—T. A. JACKSON: 

‘* Socialism and Respectability.’’ 
10th o be anno d. 

17th—E. J. B. ALLEN: 
‘‘ Socialism and The Trade Union 

Movement.’’ 


», 24th—R. H. KENT: 
‘¢Human Possibilities.’’ 


Chair at 7.30 sharp. Discussion, 
“ADMISSION FREE. 
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ECONOMIC CLASSES 


Will be held: Sundays December 3rd. and 17th. 


Instructor -  - J. Firzcenarp. 


S.P.G.B. LIBRARY, No. 7. 
Lr 


MANIFESTO 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, 
Containing, in full detail, a statement of the 
Principles, Policy, & Rules 

PARTY 


OF ‘THE 


t) Copies ad.: Jv Coples, Gd. 
Special terms for larger quantines. Orders and remit. 
tances should be forwarded to the Publications Depart. 
ment, S.P.GB, La, Caledonian Road. King s Cross, 
London, NX 


Post free. l copy l$d : 


VO:L. I. 
THE SOCIALIST STANDARD 


Well stiff 


Post Free 
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
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BRANCH DIRECTORY. 
BATTERSEA A Jones, Secretary 2 N\Borbe St. 
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Cc! ERIKENW Ei. J 

} Seu we 
Ist and 3rd Sundav in eech mir 
at 34, Wilmington Satiere We, 

EAST HAM.—G.. Wilson, See. TaCais: due Avenue, 
M tlhet Park, E Braneh Meets every W wad - 
Nesdav at 8 380 at above address . 

EDMONTON —R Kenny Secretary 
ings at 24. Belmont Avenue 
ton, every Friday at S pm 

FULHAM. E. |. B Allen, Secretary, 309, North End 
Road, Fulham. SW. Branch meets every 
Friday at 8 p.m. Economic Class. by J. Fitz 
gerald, every Friday at S300 pm. Non- 
members invited. 

ISLINGTON.--C. Thorp, Sec., 79. Grove Road, Hol- 
loway, N. Branch meets Tuesdays at 8.30 at 
the € O-Op. Stores, 74 Grove Rd , Holloway. 

PADDINGTON .-—AIl communications to the Secre- 
tary at Ollins’ Coffee Tavern «foot of Lock 
Bridge), Harrow Road, where Branch meets 
every Wednesday at 8.3U p.m, 

PECKHAM.--W. Wren. Secretary. Y1, Evelina Rd. 
Nunhead, S.E: Branch meets every Monday 
at S20 p.m., at 33, High St.. Peckham, SE. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—AlI! communications to 
the Secretary, S.P.G.B Club, 43, York Road, 
Ilford. Branch meets Fridays at 8 at Club. 
Club opens every evening. Debates alternate 
Tuesdays. All invited. 

TOOTING.—A. Barker, Secretary, 61, Glasford tz. 
Tooting, S.W. Branch meets evers Wednes- 
day at 8.30 p.m., at the address given. 

TOTTENHAM.—Leslie Boyne, Secretary, 17, Eth: 
erley’ Road, South Tottenham, N. Branch 
meets every Wednesday at & oclock at the 
Sunbeam Coffee Tavern, High Road 

WATFORD.—T. Wilkins, Sec. 16, Merton Rd.. Wat- 
ford. Branch meets Ist and 2rd Fridavs in 
month at & p.m. Economic Class ev ery Wed 
nesday at S p.m. at the address given. , 

WEST HAM.—G. C. H. Carter, Sec , 107, Ham Park 
Rd.. Stratford) Branch meets Monday. 7.30, 
followed at 8.30 by discussion, at Spiritualist 
Hall. 32, Dames Road, Forest Gate 

WOOD GREEN. —J. Crump. Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas. Westbury Avenue. Wood Green, N 
Branch meets every Ist and 3rd Thursday at 
$.3U p.m 


—_ee_—e————————————— 
LITERATURE AGENCY. 

Comrades desiring to acquire or sell books on 
Social Science. etc. 1 new or second-hand). should 
send particulars to the Publications Department, 
S.P.G.B.. ra. Caledonian Road. King’s Cross, 
london, N., trom whom the undermentioned 
unsoiled works mav be obtained at prices 
Stated. 
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